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2013 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jim Ritland  
Vice President 
Jeff Stear (B/G) 

Secretary 
Peggy Wiese (Worship) 

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson (Finance) 

Ken Wilkins (G/M) 
Karen Brandt (Witness) 

  Judy Luttio (Parish Ed.) 
Keith Brown (Stewardship) 

† Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Interim Pastor Barb Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodians 

Paul Anderson 
Blaine Knutson 

Phyllis Gunderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 

Sunday School  
Co-Superintendents 

Joy Fossum, Jean Helland 
Becky Markee, Cindy Moore 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered in Christ.  Sent to Serve” 

Christmas BED-NET Tree “A Gift that Saves a 
Life!” 

During the Advent season you are invited to purchase a 
special ornament for $10, to hang on our bed-net tree 
found in the atrium. Each ornament will represent the pur-
chase of one bed-net for the people of Malawi. Each bed-

net is a gift that will save a life. Last year we raised over $3,000…more than 
300 ornaments…wow…let’s do it again! 

God’s Global Barnyard: ELCA World Hunger  
“The Focus of the Children Messages in Ad-

vent” 
 

During the season of Advent, beginning December 1st, 
ELC children at worship will encourage the congregation 
to support “God’s Global Barnyard” which is a ministry 

program of ELCA World Hunger. The idea is simple…donations raised sup-
port ELCA animal projects by supporting families in need around the globe. 
Each week a special offering will be collected by ELC youth at worship. The 
maximum donation per individuals is $1, which can be given to a youth to put 
it in the special “collection barns”. If we raise $10…that’ll buy 10 baby chicks. 
If we raise $20…that will buy a duck. If we raise $30…that will buy a pig. If we 
raise $50…that will buy a goat. If we raise $125…that’ll buy a sheep. If we 
raise $500…that’ll buy a cow. For more information: www.elca.org/goodgifts. 

Christmas Eve Dec. 24th  
Worship Services will be at  

4:00, 6:00, & 11:00pm  
Candle Light Service/Holy Communion  

 
Christmas Day Dec. 25th  

Worship/Holy Communion @ 9:00 am 
 

 Saturday, Dec. 28th @ 7:00 pm  
 

Sunday, Dec. 29th @ 9:00 am  
Service of Lessons & Carols  

ADVENT VESPERS 
Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm  

with soup @ 6:00pm 
(beginning December 4th) 

 
Advent Vespers are short 45-minute medi-
tative services of readings, candles, time for 

reflection and prayer utilizing the service format of Holden Evening Prayer. 
Our theme this year will be “He Comes to Us as One Unknown.”  Offerings 
will be received for God’s Global Barnyard. Following worship, a simple meal 
will be served. This has become an important time for many to set aside for 
worship and fellowship, so as to meditate and reflect upon the true essence of 
the coming season.  
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Pastor’s Column 
December 2013 

 

I’ll say it…Christmas cards are fun. They come with all 
sorts of symbols edged with a sense of celebration and 
joy. They often show New England winter landscapes with 
sleighs and horses and golden lights shining from within 
the warmth of a local farm house. Often they have frolick-
ing animals such as reindeer, or maybe, raccoons and 
cardinals and gray mice. Sometimes they play off of bibli-
cal themes with lions and sheep lying down side by side. 
Many of course are of angels with long cool fancy horns 
and words like “fear not” or such. Within the cards are 
those long form letters that remind you how much some-
one else has accomplished the past year…and how in-
credible are their children…still it is all good fun. 

Of course…though the words we feature in Christmas 
cards are often words such as love, goodwill, happiness, 
and warmth, and though these words are important words 
to associate with this time of year…still…we are ever 
mindful that in the Gospel accounts of that first Christmas, 
we must remember that when the story begins to unfold, 
Simeon prays that one day salvation might come from our 
enemies and those who hate us. He warns Mary that this 
salvation will mean the very piercing of her own heart and 
soul. 

In contrast to the cards that might be fun to receive this 
time of year, let us never forget that at the heart of the 
Christmas event is not a message that the world would be 
won over by an overly sentimental word, but that it would 
come through the Word that would become flesh and live 
among us. It would come in the darkness as a light that 
would shine amidst hatred, intolerance, fear, and injustice. 
It would come vulnerable and wrapped in poverty and 
prejudice. It would come to face shame and ridicule and 
scorn, spending its infancy hiding from a slaughter of 
those most innocent, somewhere in Egypt. It would come 
so that it could live, and die, and be raised…for you…and 
for me. Amen. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Eric 
 

ATTENTION ALL  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS! 

 

2013 is wrapping up and just around the corner is ELC’s 
Annual Report deadline.  2013 Annual Meeting will be 
held Sunday, January 26th. The annual report must be 
available to the congregation by January 12th. Therefore, 
your help in getting the office your Annual Reports as 
soon as possible is greatly appreciated.  Electronically is 
the preferred way, but we will take other forms too. Thank 
you for your help. 

 
 
 
 

	Council	Highlights	November	,	2013 
 
A full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  
Committees, please remember to turn in your minutes to 
be included in the council packet to Wendy.  
 
† Meeting opened with devotions.  God will put his seal 

on us.  We need this in our lives. It is too hard for us 
to do it alone. 

 
†  MSP October minutes as amended.   
 
†  MSP October financial minutes as presented. 
 
†  Nominating committee is made up of Jan Goeman, 

Karen Brandt, Pr. Eric. and Scott Bluedorn as a possi-
bility. 

 
†  Pledges were discussed.   
 
†  Committee budgets for 2014 were due in Octo-

ber.  The committees are encouraged to get these in 
by December. 

 
†  Paul Anderson is the new custodian.  Al will help him 

in certain situations per hour. 
 
†  The annual staff review is in the planning stage. 
 
†  Meeting closed with prayer. 
  

Next meeting Tuesday December 10th, 7pm  

Blessings Christina Griggs on the bap-
tism of her son Jasper Darrel-Henry 
Griggs on November 9th. 
 

Blessings to Christopher & Shannon 
Reetz on the baptism of their son Aiden Marques Reetz 
on November 10th 
 

Blessings to Michael & Shannon Gaier on the baptism 
of their son Gordan Charles Gaier on November 16th. 
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The holiday bell ringing is the Salvation Army's most im-
portant fundraising.  86% of the money that we raise at 
Burnstad's and Wal-Mart stays in Jackson County. The 
website for those who wish to sign up themselves is: 
www.ringbells.org. Go step by step to get to Jackson 
County, choose a date and time and location and then set 
up your volunteer profile.  If you need help with the web-
site or would like someone else to sign you up, call Amy 
Willette at 715-299-0825 

 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin, 
 

This time of year the staff with whom I worked at Central 
Lutheran in Chippewa Falls affectionately referred to me 
as Scrooge. I don’t do Christmas decorations, I don’t 
much like Christmas trees and I’m scared to death of 
Christmas cookies and their accompanying calories. But, 
I do like Christmas. I really do! 

A few years ago I learned a wonderful phrase from Pas-
tor Mike Slaughter of Ginhamsburg Church in Ohio. 
“Christmas . . . it’s not your birthday. It’s Jesus’ birthday.” 
I have used it over and over, and have found the joy in 
living it. The people at Central adopted it as their Christ-
mas mantra, and more importantly, also began living it. 

A friend joyfully shared a story with me one day. That 
morning he woke up his wife with the words, “Wake up, 
it’s your birthday. It’s not Jesus’ birthday!” And it was her 
birthday! 

Where’s the joy? Each year the people of Central would 
be encouraged, challenged and invited to spend less and 
less on Christmas presents and give more and more to 
Jesus. All of us already have a birthday, we don’t need 
another. Each year the church would adopt a mission to 
support. The money saved on Christmas presents would 
be given to their mission to Malawi or to feed the hungry 
or buy gifts for the poor. Children would sacrifice the toys 
they did not need and adults would be spared the can-
dles they could not store. 

My family no longer buys Christmas presents for one 
another. My wife is relieved and I am thrilled. Instead, my 
wife and I save our money and buy a winter get-away for 
our two daughters, their families and us. 

I love being asked, “Got your Christmas shopping done 
yet?” The answer is always yes!  

Yes, because the joy of the gift is renewed. The focus of 
the celebration is the gift from God and the gifts to God. 
Renewing the journey of the wise men and sharing the 
awe at this new life given by our creator. Being spared 
the debt and the duress of trips to stores where few are 
smiling and expectations are rarely met. 

It’s one way . . . and never the only way. But Christians 
have an amazing gift to share with a world that is looking 
for a way to joy and a way to celebrate that is simple and 
yet, somehow, elegant. 

Try it, you may like it. I know I have, and I am not alone.   

But, whatever you do, give Jesus at least an hour for his 
birthday. Find a church; wherever you are, and stop, 
sing, pray and listen to the story of this baby that went on 
to become the most famous person to have ever lived. 
Why? Because it’s his birthday. 

Christmas joy, 
Bishop Rick Hoyme 

Peer Ministry Alumni Brunch 

Friday, December 27th, 10:00 @ Denny’s  
(brunch provided), with door prizes. 

If you have any pie or baking pans left in 
the kitchen, please stop by and pick them 
up before January 1st. Anything left will be 
donated to Bolton Refuge & Goodwill.  
Thank you. 

December Octogenarians 
 

Irene Torkelson-Dec. 3rd, Carol Stenulson-Dec. 5th,  
Berton Dale Sherman-Dec. 8th, Beverly Hagen-Dec. 11th, 
Maralyn Laudon-Dec. 13th, Avriel Waughtal-Dec. 24,  
Sarah Callisto-Dec. 27 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                 December 2013                                                                                            PAGE 4 

sic 

ch 

Peer Ministry High School Retreat 
December 7-8 @ UW Madison 

 

The ELC Peer Ministry team will be 
sponsoring a retreat for high school 
seniors, juniors and sophomores, leav-
ing early afternoon on Saturday, De-

cember 7, and returning early afternoon on Sunday, De-
cember 8, at the Lutheran Campus Ministry Center on the 
University of Wisconsin Madison campus. For you Packer 
fans out there, the Packer’s play the Falcons on Sunday 
night @ 7:30pm, so you will not miss the game. There will 
be time for some Christmas shopping at the West Town 
Mall before we leave Madison on Sunday. The theme of 
this year’s retreat will be “Life-Faith-Meaning”. The cost of 
the retreat is $20, which includes transportation, food (2 
meals), and lodging, and can be paid at the ELC office. 

Middle School Trip 
Friday, December13th  

“STAR of WONDER” @ UWL  
 

Planetarium Don’t miss this…visit the 
UWL Planetarium and see “Star of 
Wonder” and then tour the River Walk 
Lights and pizza at Rockies! Cost: $6 
person.  We’ll leave @ 4:30pm and be back by 9:30pm. 
Sign up sheet on the youth bulletin board in the narthex.  
Drivers needed. 

DECEMBER CONFIRMATION NEWS 
8th and 9th grade students are reminded of these upcom-
ing events…. 
 

Advent Vespers are Wednesdays in December at 
5:15pm, followed by soup supper. Yes, you can worship 
and turn in worship notes for attending advent vespers. 
You can also volunteer as a small group to provide/serve 
soup supper as a service project. 
 

December 10th or 12th: Students will be participating 
in Project Christmas at the Armory at 6pm. Check with 
your small group guide to be sure you know what day 
your group will participate. 
 

There WILL be class @ 7:00 pm, December 11th 
 

NO class on December 18th 
 

Looking ahead: The 8th grade retreat at Sugar Creek 
Bible Camp is set for January 24th, 5pm & return the 25th, 
4pm. Cost: $25. Students will get a registration form Janu-
ary 8th and will need to return it on January 15th. 

10th Grade  
Confirmation Photos 

Are Here! 
 

You may pick them up at the office:  
Daniel F., Kacey K., Noah M. 

 

What is Advent? 
 

Advent is the four weeks before Christ-
mas when we prepare our hearts for 
the birth of the Christ child. This year 
the Season of Advent begins on De-
cember 1st.  Advent is considered the 

first season of the church year. The word advent means 
“coming” or “arrival.”  Christians celebrate this season of 
the church year as a time to prepare, reflect, and 
acknowledge our gift of salvation through God’s Son, Je-
sus. The color of Advent is blue. Blue represents “hope” 
and the joyful anticipation we have as we wait to celebrate 
Christ’s birth on Christmas Day.  
 

The Advent season often gets lost in all the activity that 
precedes Christmas.  For many of us, it has become a 
time to get ready for whatever we’re doing with family and 
friends on Christmas, and not a time to get ready for the 
Christ child.  Practicing Advent as a religious season in 
our homes can help families keep their focus on Christ. It 
is a natural time to involve children in the preparation and 
anticipation of the birth of Jesus.  
 

One way to practice Advent as a religious season is using 
the Advent wreath in our homes.  The Advent wreath is a 
symbol of this season.  The Advent wreath is a circle that 
represents the never ending love of God.  It is often deco-
rated with evergreens which remind us that with Jesus, we 
will have eternal life.  The four candles represent the four 
weeks of Advent. We use three blue candles and one rose 
colored candle.  There can also be a white candle in the 
center that is lit on Christmas Eve for Jesus. As a whole, 
these candles represent the coming of the light of Christ 
into the world. No matter how a wreath is decorated or the 
colors of the candles, we light it each Sunday to remind us 
to prepare the way, because Jesus is coming.  Each Sun-
day we read scripture, say a prayer, or sing a hymn before 
we light a candle.  Throughout Advent, keep Jesus’ birth-
day as your focus, reminding everyone what a wonderful 
Savior we have! 

Sunday School News 

Our Sunday School students are 
busy preparing for their Advent programs. The program for 
grades three through six will be December 15th at the 
10:30 worship service.  The title of this program is The 
Wonder.  Preschool through grade two will have their pro-
gram on December 15th in the fellowship hall at 9:15.  
Come and enjoy the music as our children help us all to 
prepare our hearts for the birth of Jesus. 

There will be NO Sunday School on December 22nd and 
29th.  There WILL be Sunday School on January 5th.  On 
January 19th there will be a special Family Sunday.  Par-
ents are invited to attend Sunday School with their children 
to learn more about prayer.  More information will be avail-
able in the January newsletter. 



 

 

The December W/ELC Board 
meeting – has been resched-
uled to the third Thursday, the 
19th, at 6:30 in the church li-
brary.  The primary topic of dis-

cussion will be our 2014 budget and action plans. Any 
member or committee who would like to present a special 
or new 2014 budget request for consideration can either 
bring it to the Board meeting or drop off a written request 
and explanation in the W/ELC mail slot at the church (in 
the closet at the end of the upstairs office hallway) on or 
before the 19th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sewing Circle News…. 
 

The goal for 2013 has been met!  10 quilts have gone to 
Lutheran World Relief and 100 quilts will be donated to 
Project Christmas.  15 quilts were made for graduating 
seniors. 
 
Sewing Circle Members come and join us for a luncheon 
at 11 am on Dec. 12th in the fellowship hall.  Everyone 
please bring 1 1/2 dozen cookies or bars to share at 3 pm 
coffee and to exchange. 
 
Quilters will NOT meet in December.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ninth Triennial W/ELCA gathering to be held July 24-27, 
2014 in Charlotte, North Carolina – The last date for the 
W/ELCA to receive an early bird (reduced price) registra-
tion is January 6th.  We have budgeted funds to assist 
members who may wish to attend.  The actual amount 
available to any one member will vary with the number of 
members attending the convention.  Scholarships are also 
available by request through the national and synod W/
ELCA organizations.   We do not send a special repre-
sentative from our W/ELCA unit; attendance is open to 
any woman who is a member of our church.  For more 
information about this special opportunity go to www. 
Welcatg.org or call 1-800-638-3522 ext. 2730. 
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Book Nook Greetings 
 

With the Advent Season upon us, and Christmas just 
around the corner, check out the Christmas card and nap-
kin display in the Gathering Room by the Book Nook 
case!  Every card has a Bible Verse in it to share with 
your family and friends celebrating the birth of our Lord 
and  Savior, Jesus Christ.  The napkins also make a de-
lightful little gift for your neighbor, secret pal, or co-worker!  
 

And speaking of gifts, if you like to give yourself (maybe 
that special someone in your life), or your favorite Sunday 
School teacher, a little gift too, stop by the church office 
window and see the DIVINE Chocolate bars waiting for 
you!  But, don't wait too long......:) 
 

Besides our chocolates and Christmas greetings, we have 
at the Book Nook our ever-famous "dishcloths" a favorite 
of many! There are also boxed cards for every occasion--
birthday, sympathy, get-well, and praying for you 
cards.  Grandmothers especially like receiving a box of 
cards in their Christmas and birthday packages!  Come 
and take a look at the variety of gifts for friends 
and family alike.   You just might be surprised at what we 
have for you! 
 
 
 
 
 

Consider Joining a Circle 
 

     When is a “circle” not a circle?  A 
church “circle” is a hold-over term 
for women’s Bible study groups of 
the ELCA.  Today, a member does 
not need to prepare, bake or serve - 
merely attend for a Bible study lesson that is meaningful in 
our world.  If you have never been part of a “circle,” per-
haps now is the time to join.  Currently, there are four cir-
cles of our church.  One meets on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 7:00 P.M., one on the first Thursday of the 
month at 9:00 A.M. and two meet on the first Thursday at 
9:30 A.M. 
     We encourage women of all ages to consider joining a 
circle.  If none of these times fit your schedule, perhaps a 
new circle could be formed. Anyone interested is asked to 
call Vicki Amundson at 715-284-9134. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Year- end Planning – All W/ELC committees need to have 
their year- end reports (of 2013 activities/
accomplishments/special actions) completed on or before 
December 19th. They can be turned in at the Board meet-
ing that night or dropped off anytime before that in the W/
ELC mail slot at the church. 

 
 
 



 

 

EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
In Memory of: John Boe (Thelma Wiste’s brother)
 From: Rolland & Mandy Lee 
 
RADIO 
In memory of: John Boe (Thelma Wiste’s brother) 
 From: Lawrence & Georgia Button 
In honor of: Jasper Griggs Baptism-Nov. 9th 
 From: Caroline Kersting 
In memory of: Darrel Kersting 
 From: Caroline Kersting 
In honor of: James C. Ritland practicing law 35 years 
 From: Dean & Delores Severson 
 
UNDESIGNATED 
In memory of:  Dean Larson 
 From: Donna Thompson 
 
ALTAR GUILD 
In Memory of:  Ella Tomter 
 From: Ken & Karen Wilkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The gift of generosity 
This holiday season, we thank every-
one who has supported Evangelical 
Lutheran this past year with their 
time, talent and financial contribu-
tions and look forward to support 
from all of our members in the year 
ahead. If you need a convenient way 
to make regular offerings or if you 

plan to make an additional gift before the end of the year, 
we encourage you to look into our electronic giving op-
tions. As the pace of life speeds up, especially around 
the holidays, you may find electronic giving a most wel-
come way to make contributions. Visit www.brfelc.org or 
contact the church office for more information.  
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Those wishing to beautify the church by placing a poin-
settia in memory or in honor of someone, be sure to noti-
fy the church office by December 16th, so that we may 
include your name in the Christmas bulletin.  Remember, 
the church does not place the orders. You are responsi-
ble for ordering your own plants.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts and Memorials 
Posted October 16, 2013 

through 
                                   November 15, 2013 

 
SPECIAL GIVING ENVELOPES  

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
 
The 2013 Special Giving designated for Novem-
ber/December is BEDNETS .  You can find these spe-
cial giving envelopes with your envelope mailings.  
Please help our Bed net Special Causes Campaign by 
making your contribution.   
      Thank you for your gifts. 

FRIENDS SHARING FOOD 
It’s time to sign up for your turn to assist in staffing the   
friends sharing food grocery distribution. A sign up sheet 
is in the narthex for the month of January.  We are look-
ing for volunteers to assist in transporting food on Friday 
mornings at 10am (about an hour) and on Mondays at 
10am. We also are in need of volunteers to assist in dis-
tributing the food at the 4-H food building at the Jackson 
County Fairgrounds on Mondays 2:30-5:30pm. Families 
are encouraged to sign up to volunteer together (please 
indicate on the sign up sheet if you are not able to arrive 
after school.   



 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 
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This newsletter was mailed to you November 27, 2013 
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Black River Falls, WI   54615 
 
Rev. Eric Bakken               pastoreric@brfelc.org 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Worship Services    
Saturday 7:00p                                    

Sunday 8:00a & 10:30a 
Sunday School at 9:15a 

Find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/brfelc 

HAVE A BLESSED SEASON! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 ADVENT PROGRAMS 

 
Grades Pre-K-2nd    
Sun., Dec. 15th,  9:15 am 
 
Grades 3rd-6th 
Sun., Dec. 15, 10:30am 

 
 

 
CHURCH CHOIRS  
GO-A-CAROLING!! 

 

God’s Children 
Wed. Dec. 4, 3:00-4:45pm 
 
 

Tender Branches   
Sun., Dec. 8th @ 5:30 
Tender Branches sing @ Love Lights Ceremony  
@ BRMH 
Sun., Dec. 15, 6:00-8:00pm 
Tender Branches Caroling 
 

Evangelical Singers   
Sun., Dec. 22, 4:30pm~meet at The Brandts 

EVENT SCHEDULING/TIME CHANGES 
 

Are you scheduling a meeting or 
event at ELC?  Has your group or 
committee changed your meeting 
time?  Please be sure to call Wendy 
at the church office with all of your 
calendar changes and requests so 
that we can be sure to accommodate your meet-
ing/event needs-and avoid a “double booking” in the 
space you intend to use.  Please keep in mind that if we 
do not hear by Wednesday, 12 noon, your event may be 
incorrectly listed in the weekly bulletin. 

 

JOIN OUR EMAIL  
NEWS LIST!! 

 

Did you know that there are 40 fami-
lies who utilize our email newsletter 
mailing list, saving ELC over $100 in 

postage each year?  Would you be willing to add your-
self to this list?  Extra copies of the monthly newsletter 
are also made available in the church narthex and office 
should you decide you would like to pick up a print copy 
as well.  We would also love to send your COLLEGE 
STUDENT or MEMBER OF THE MILITARY a monthly 
newsletter via email.  Call or email Wendy at the church 
office 715-284-4213.  Thanks! 


