
 

 

 
 

Bible Camp Sunday 
February 23rd 

 
Parents and Students!  Come to Sunday School open-

ing time to hear about all the AWESOME things you can do at bible camp.  Did 
you know that several ELC members have been camp counselors?  Did you 
know that in the past 10 years, we have sent hundreds of students to bible 
camp; both to Luther Park in Chetek, Wisconsin and to Sugar Creek, near Fer-
ryville, WI?  Did you know that ELC members can receive scholarships to pay 
over half of the cost of camp? Come and find out what is so great about this 
faith forming experience and network with other parents to get your children 
signed up for bible camp this summer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Up-Coming Events 

Ash Wednesday Worship  
Wednesday, March 5 @ 7pm 

 

Midweek Lenten Worship @ 5:15pm 
(March 12th, 19th, 26th, April 2nd, 9th) 

 

Weekend with Bishop Richard Hoyme 
Saturday/Sunday March 15th/16th 

 

9th Grade Urban Plunge Retreat: April 4th/5th 

 

Malaria Weekend: Saturday/Sunday April 5th/6th 
with Synod Minister Rev. John Sutherland 

 

Peer Ministry Spaghetti Dinner @ ELC 
Sunday, April 6th @ 5:00-7:00pm 

 

Palm Sunday: April 13th 

Maundy Thursday: April 17th 
Good Friday: April 18th 

EASTER: April 20th 

 

Easter Breakfast 
April 20, 7:30-9:00am 

115 N. 5th Street, Black River Falls, WI 54615 
Phone: 715-284-4213        Fax: 715-284-5674 
Email: officemanager@brfelc.org   
website: http://brfelc.org 
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2014 Church Council 

Congregation President 
Jim Ritland  

Vice President 
Jeff Stear (B/G) 

Secretary 
Ed Johnson (Finance) 

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson (Finance) 

Paul Hanson (G/M) 
Valerie Savage (Witness) 
  Judy Luttio (Parish Ed.) 

Keith Brown (Stewardship) 
† Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Eric Bakken 
Visitation Pastor Barb Knutson 

Office Manager 
Wendy Sciborski 

Custodians 
Paul Anderson 

Phyllis Gunderson 
Blaine Knutson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 

 

 
 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered in Christ.  Sent to Serve” 
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Annual Meeting Hi-lights 
January 26, 2014 

The 2013 Annual Meeting of Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church was conducted 

on Sunday, January 26, beginning with a congregational 
potluck at 11:30am. Following the potluck, a congregational 
quorum was declared, and Pastor Eric Bakken led those 
present in opening devotions. Congregational Vice Presi-
dent Mr. Jeff Stear convened the meeting in the absence of 
congregational president, Mr. Jim Ritland, who was vaca-
tioning in India. The minutes of the 2012 congregational 
meeting were approved, followed by a review of the con-
gregational reports (pastors, church council, treasurer, 
committees, etc…). 

Following a review of the various congregational reports, 
Mr. Paul Hanson, Ms. Valerie Savage, and Mr. Jeff Stear 
were nominated to serve on the congregational council for 
a three year term (2014-2017). Following their unanimous 
election, the nominating committee reported an inability to 
secure delegates for either Luther Park or Sugar Creek 
Bible Camp, and the inability to secure nominees to attend 
the NW WI Synod Assembly (3 voting members) scheduled 
for June 7-8, 2014. The council was appointed to fill these 
positions. 

Following the report by the nominating committee, the pro-
posed 2014 mission plan (budget) was presented by Mr. 
Ed Johnson. An amendment was offered requesting an 
additional $2,400 to be added to the Youth & Family line 
item in the program section of the mission plan. After dis-
cussion, a plan was offered to add $2,400 to the Youth & 
Family line item and to reduce the category of personnel by 
$2,400, so as to keep the mission plan within the parame-
ters of the original proposal. This request for an amended 
mission plan was passed unanimously. 

Following the passing of the 2014 mission plan, Mr. Stear 
called for any old business. Hearing no response, he of-
fered an examination of the proposed constitutional up-
dates originating from the 2013 National Assembly of the 
ELCA. These updates were reviewed and motioned and 
passed by a strong majority, to be incorporated into the 
congregational constitution. The meeting was called to a 
close by Pastor Barb Knutson, who led those gathered in a 
closing prayer. 

 

 

 

January 2014 Council Hi-lights 
 

A complete council packet is available on file in the  
church library.     

 

The January 14, 2014 meeting of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church council was cancelled due to the extremely cold 
weather endured that day. Over the next week the council 
conducted an email meeting asking each council member 
to take action on three points of business.  

MORE ON NEXT COLUMN…... 

 Council Hi-lights Continued….. 

† The first point of business was to appoint Ms. Barb 
Olson-Louis to fulfill the remaining 13 months of the 
term vacated by the death of Ms. Peggy Wiese. This 
request passed unanimously.  

† The second request was to approve the proposed 
2014 mission plan (budget) to be brought before the 
congregation at the upcoming annual meeting to be 
conducted on Sunday, January 26. This request 
passed unanimously.  

† The final point of business was to approve the pro-
posed agenda for the upcoming annual meeting to be 
conducted on Sunday, January 26. This request 
passed unanimously. 

 Next council meeting: February 12, 7pm.  Visitors welcome 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ,   

I was recently asked the question, “Where in your life do 
you find God’s grace?” I think that this is a good question 
to be asked. I think a question like this gets us thinking 
about our faith in a helpful way. The obvious answer is 
that we find God’s grace in all of the places that we ex-
pect…as in when we are together at worship…as when a 
well thought out hymn sings a word of hope and life into 
our lives…as when we gather before the Lord’s table and 
hear again that our sins have been forgiven.  

But it is just as true that we experience God’s grace in so 
many of the places where we do not expect to find it…
often coming through some kind act of an extremely ordi-
nary person…or in the lives of children when they see 
something that adults simply are unable to see for so 
many reasons…or when some disastrous event forces a 
congregation to grow in ways that they neither anticipated 
or maybe even would not initially have welcomed. 

The simple truth is that grace is undeserved and free, and 
God wants us to have it. God wants us to live in it…and 
proclaim it…and extend it to the width and breadth of our 
lives and the lives of those with whom we share this plan-
et.  God is at work in our lives through Jesus Christ to put 
in place a plan for salvation, and this plan is to save us by 
grace alone through faith as a gift. Grace is to discover 
that our salvation is a gift from God because God always 
takes the initiative in forgiving and recreating us. Grace is 
to discover that the good works we are called to do is 
simply the way in which we respond to the gift that has 
already been received. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Eric 



 

 

 

Middle School  
Action City Trip 

Sunday, February 23rd 
 

Pizza, soda & 2 hours of fun-filled 
games at Action City.  Sunday, Feb-

ruary 23rd.  We’ll leave church at 11:45am and arrive back 
at 4:00pm.  Cost is $8 per person for the first 12 who sign 
up and pay.  Sign up sheet is on the youth bulletin board. 

 

 

 

 

More About Prayer 

In her children’s book, “Can I Pray with My Eyes Open?” 
Susan Taylor Brown offers the following things children 
should know about prayer. 

 Prayer is communication.  It can be spoken or silent.  
It can be a picture or a dance. 

 Prayer can be done as often as you like.  Every week. 
Every day. Every hour. 

 Prayer can be shared but doesn’t have to be. It can 
be done alone or with a favorite toy.  It can be done with 
friends, family or pets. 

 Prayer can be done anywhere.  It can be done in your 
room or at the kitchen table.  It can be done out in your 
yard, at the park or even at the zoo. 

 Prayer can be done in any mood.  You can be happy, 
sad, scared, angry, or confused when you pray. 

 Prayer can be for yourself or someone else.  If you 
know someone who could use some help, add them to 
your prayers. 

 Prayer doesn’t need a certain structure, length or spe-
cific words.  What ever words you use, long or short, how-
ever your prayer comes out is fine.  God knows what’s in 
your heart. 

 Prayer doesn’t need a special occasion.  You don’t 
need to wait for a special time to pray. 

Prayer doesn’t have to be a request.  It can be used to 
give thanks for what you have already received.  “Thank 
you” is a perfect prayer. 

The children’s picture book, “Can I Pray with My Eyes 
Open?” has been donated to our church library along with 
two other children’s books by this author titled, “If Jesus 
Came to My House” and “Does God Know How to Tie 
Shoes?” 
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Family Sunday was very success-
ful. Seventy-four adults and chil-
dren participated in the specially 
planned activities focusing on 
prayer.  We hope families felt this 
hour of learning together with their 

children was worthwhile. Thank you to the adults and high 
school students who volunteered to help with this event. 

I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes 
to the Father except through me.  John 14:6 

This is the verse that was chosen as our Bible 
verse theme for this year.  All students will 
work on memorizing this verse.  Each grade 
level will also have an additional verse to learn 
by heart that is age appropriate. It is our hope 
that our students will learn these verses to the 
degree that the words are forever in their 
hearts.  Sunday School teachers will be emphasizing this 
memory work during the second semester of the year.  

 

Dates to remember 

February 2nd – First Grade Milestone 
during Sunday School with parents 

February 9th – PreK through 2nd grade 
sings at 10:30 church service & Mile-

stone Ministry during this service 

February 16th – SS teachers’ meeting during SS music 
time 

February 23rd – Peer Ministers 

March 2nd – 3-6 grade music group sings at 10:300 church 
service 

 

 

 

 

1st Graders & Parents!  Sunday, February 2nd, at 
9:15am.  Come to your regular class in the Parish Educa-
tion Building and enjoy activities as you learn more about 
when you can pray and how to pray.  We know you proba-
bly already pray and can share some things you know 
with your friends at church too.  Then, on Sunday, Febru-
ary 9th we will celebrate this “milestone” during the 
10:30am worship service.  You will receive a “prayer pil-
low” and we will pray with you and your family at this time.  
We hope you can join us on February 2nd and 9th! 

5th Grade Milestone ~ First Communion coming up in 
March.  More details to come in March newsletter. 



 

 

RADIO BROADCAST     
In memory of:  Lavern “Bud” Wyss  
 From: Todd & Steph Anderson, Millie Byrns, Steve 
& Jill Collins, Donald & Mary Glasenapp,  
Ken & Pat Hulett, Everett & Alice Larkin, Jeri Muth,  
Charlotte Thompson, Troy & Marianne Torkelson  
From: W/ELC 
 In honor of:  2013 Octogenarians   
EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
In memory of:  Peggy Wiese 
 From:  Lou & Nyla Musser, Dean & Delores Sev-
erson, David & Mary Cooley 
From: Gene & Judy Ransom 
GOD’S CHILDREN 
In memory of: Jim Nordahl 
 From: Jeri Muth 
KIDS OF THE KINGDOM 
In honor of:  Stella & Finnley Bue’s Baptism 
 From:  Phyllis Gunderson 
HANDBELLS 
FROM: Tim & Sherri Torkelson 
TENDER BRANCHES 
In memory of:  Jim Nordahl 
 From:  Jeri Muth 
PEER MINISTRY 
FROM:  Tim & Sherri Torkelson 
BIBLE CAMPS 
FROM:  Tim & Sherri Torkelson 
UNDESIGNATED 
In memory of: Maxine Wilcox 
 From: Michael & Betty Lind, Benjamin Souster 
ELC VISION FOR MISSION  
In memory of: Thor Rykken 
 From: Ted & Dawn Severson, Mildred 
Evenson, Glen & Jan Goeman, Paul & Barb 
Hanson, Carolyne Hensel, Kim & Barb 
Loomis, Margaret Severson, Ken & Karen 
Wilkins, David & Joy Fossum, Craig Hanson,  
David & Luane Meyer, Barbara Schrader 
 

 

Octogenarian Birthday’s 
 

Feb. 2nd-Lila Lynne, Feb. 4th-Delores 
Walton, Feb. 15th-Margaret Stein 
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WELC General Meeting 

The Women of Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELC) will 
have their general business meeting. February 20th at 
6:30 in the fellowship hall. A program highlighting Bold 
Women’s Month will be presented.  The general busi-
ness meeting will follow this program. The WELC 2014 
budget will be the main item of business. 

Women of the ELCA celebrate Bold Women Month eve-
ry February. The Women of the ELCA’s mission is 
“mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus 
Christ.”  Think of bold women in our faith tradition and 
Katharina von Bora Luther might easily come to mind. 
Katie Luther was a wife, mother, farmer, brewmaster, 
innkeeper, and more.  The program at our February 20th 
meeting will include a documentary which looks at the life 
of Katie Luther, 16th century entrepreneur and wife of 
Martin Luther, father of the Reformation.  We will learn 
how she coped with incredible demands and survived the 
continual onslaught of unpredictable developments.   

 

Sewing Circle meets the 2nd/4th Thursday’s 
of the month.  February dates are the 13th 

and 27th from 1:00-4:00 pm. 

Posted December 16, 2013 
through January 15, 2014 

 

DIVINE CHOCOLATE TIME ! 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

It’s time to treat yourself and your 
favorite people with the delicious 
Divine Chocolates and Coffee from 
SERRV our Fair Trade provider. 

Coming Feb. 1/2 and 8/9, just in time for    Valentine’s 
Day, the W/ELC will be selling these delights before 
and after church services in the narthex. 

Thanks to you, from our previous sales, and all those 
around the country, SERRV funded amazing programs 
in 2013, such as a design training in Nepal, new artisan 
housing in Mali, and disaster relief in the Philippines. 
SERRV looks forward to what can be accomplished 
together in 2014! 

Along with our special delights, you will also find a nice 
array of greeting cards, napkins, dishcloths, cups and 
plates.  Take time to stop by our table and see what we 
have in store for you! 

Opportunities to Serve 
Luther Park Bible Camp Delegates needed to repre-
sent ELC at their 2014 annual meeting  
 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp Delegates needed to repre-
sent ELC at their 2014 annual meeting . 
 

ELC needs 3 voting members to attend the 2014 
NWSWI Synod Assembly.  Saturday-Sunday, June 
7-8 at UWEC. FMI Please contact Pr. Eric.  



 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

Come and join us for worship! 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SERVICES    
Saturday 7:00p                                    

Sunday 8:00a and 10:30a 
Sunday School 9:15a 

This newsletter was mailed to you January 30, 2014 

115 North 5th Street 
Black River Falls, WI   54615 
 
Rev. Eric Bakken                    pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Visitation Pastor               Barbara Knutson 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered in Christ.  Sent to Serve” 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGN UP FOR ENEWS! 
 ELC sends out a weekly informational email to keep 
you up-to-date on events and to give you glimpse of 
the Bible lessons for the coming Sunday.  If you are 
not yet on our email list and would like to be, please 
call the office or you may subscribe on our website at 
www.brfelc.org.  
 

 

2014 VBS Coordinator  
Needed! 

 
The VBS planning team will meet in 
February to begin plans for the 2014 
VBS Top of the Hill Program.  A rep-
resentative from ELC is needed. 

 This is a stipend position.  Please contact the office if 
you would be interested.    

Find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/brfelc 

January/February 2014 Missions 
Special Offering 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missionary for a Day! 
 

Over the past several years, interest and support has 
grown overwhelmingly.  Last year, with over 300 spon-
sored days we were able to assist in the mission support 
of Rev. Andy and Barb Hinderlie.  Let’s keep this out-
reach momentum going for 2014.  To sign up for mission-
ary for a day, include $10 in the special envelope with the 
day you would like to sponsor, who you are honoring, 
and your name.  You can also sign up online on our 
church website at www.brfelc.org.  Just click on the 
give/pay link and include the sponsorship information in 
the box provided.   
 
 


