
 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany's significance 
The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6 each year. The name 
comes from the Greek wordepiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to show or to 
manifest.” The ending date of the Epiphany season is determined by Ash 
Wednesday, which is determined by the date of Easter.  
 
Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or wise men, to wor-
ship the infant Jesus. The significance of Epiphany for Christians is that it sym-
bolizes the first recognition of Christ by Gentiles, or non-Jews.  
 
The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Jesus, the light of 
the world. Symbols for the season include light, a star and the color green, 
which represents life, growth, hope and eternity.  
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Notice of Annual Meeting  
and Potluck Dinner  
January 26, 2014 

 
 

All members of ELC are encouraged to attend the annual meeting of the con-
gregation on January 26th, following the 10:30am worship service. We will en-
joy a potluck meal, honoring Al Knutson’s retirement from ELC, followed by the 
business portion of our annual meeting.  On the agenda this year will be elec-
tion of council members, approval of the annual budget. Newly elected  
Council Members will be installed during worship at 8:00am on Feb. 2nd. 
 
 
 

Attention Committee Chairs! 
 

ELC’s Annual Report deadline is Wednesday, January 8th.  The 
annual report must be available to the congregation by January 
12th.  Therefore, your help in getting the office your Annual Re-
ports as soon as possible is greatly appreciated.  Electronically is 
the preferred way.             Thank you for your help. 

JANUARY 2014 

2013 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jim Ritland  
Vice President 
Jeff Stear (B/G) 

Secretary 
Peggy Wiese (Worship) 

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson (Finance) 

Ken Wilkins (G/M) 
Karen Brandt (Witness) 

  Judy Luttio (Parish Ed.) 
Keith Brown (Stewardship) 

† Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Interim Pastor Barb Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodians 

Paul Anderson 
Blaine Knutson 

Phyllis Gunderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 

Sunday School  
Co-Superintendents 

Joy Fossum, Jean Helland 
Becky Markee, Cindy Moore 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered in Christ.  Sent to Serve” 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church                                                                January 2014                                                                                                               Page 2 

 
 
 
 

Council Highlights 
December 10th, 2013 

 

(full council packet available in the church library) 
 

† Pastor Eric led devotions.  We must think beyond the 
numbers and remember the possibilities. 

†  MSP minutes from November meeting.   

†  MSP November financial report as presented. 

†  Nominating Committee consists of Jan Goeman, Ka-
ren Brandt, Scott Bluedorn, Pastor Eric. One 
more nominee for council is being sought. 

 Council members will be helping with Christmas services. 

 Building and Grounds Committee will be requesting funds 
from the Iverson Trust to install energy efficient toilets in 
the education wing. 

 The Council will organize a reception Jan. 26th between 
services to recognize Al`s years of service. 

 Council went into closed session to discuss 2014 mission 
plan. 

 Meeting closed with prayer. 

 Next Meeting, January 14h, 7pm 
Visitors Welcome 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need a new tradition to begin the new year? One way to 
reflect on your blessings as the days and months pass is 
to fill a Blessing Jar. Simply find a container (ideally with a 
lid) and place it in a prominent place in your home. Next to 
it, set slips of paper and writing utensils.  
 
Encourage every family member to jot down one thing 
they’re grateful for every day. If you have a large family, 
you may need one jar for each person. You can also use 
different-colored paper slips for each family member.  
 
Every week, sit down together and review the many ways 
that God is present in your lives.   
 
 

  Dear friends in Christ,   

It happens at least a couple times   
every year: we go to bed one 
night and the trees and bushes 

are all naked brown, bare and not much to look at – and 
then – one morning we wake up and every single twig and 
branch glistens with ice. As you sit looking at this once-
drab scene now altered into another world, you can find 
yourself amazed at the transformation. 
 Ice – which is just frozen water – on that morning, 
changes how we live that day. We have to walk more 
slowly, we have to drive more carefully, we have to avoid 
fallen power lines, our kids day is altered as school is can-
celled, various meetings get postponed – all because the 
water has turned into ice (and everything for awhile is 
beautiful). 
 Between the seasons of Christmas and Lent lies the 
season of Epiphany. The word epiphany means an ap-
pearance, a revelation, a manifestation of something un-
expected. During the season of Epiphany our Sunday 
texts will be a weekly ice storm, transforming the common 
scenes of daily life with amazing water and shimmering 
light. 
 The season begins with the Magi, whose journey is 
transformed by the glimmering light of a star. The season 
moves to John the Baptist standing in the waters of the 
Jordan, proclaiming an amazing word that the light of life 
has broken into the darkness of our sin. In those baptismal 
waters, God’s voice breaks unexpectedly into the moment 
and proclaims, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 
 From those waters, the season moves through vari-
ous gospel narratives with stories of Jesus’ life and minis-
try changing the cold, drab, barren lives of many into 
transformed lives of vital faith. And the season ends with 
Jesus’ transfiguration upon the mountain, where again in 
the twinkling of an eye, light breaks into the darkness of 
that moment, and Jesus is revealed for who he is and 
what he will do – and again, God’s voice breaks into the 
silence, and declares, “This is my Beloved Son, listen to 
him.” 
 Like the ice that melts by midmorning, these transfor-
mations do not radiate a constant glow hour after hour, 
day after day. You have to be in the right place at the right 
time, and you have to be there for those are not, and you 
have to tell the story to those who either could not see, or 
hear, or sense the beauty of the moment. 
 Here in Black River Falls, the season of Epiphany 
happens during the months of January and February. It is 
that time of year when we cannot golf; it is that time of 
year when it feels as if the weather itself is trying to kill 
you; it’s that time when we are aware that we need light, 
making us aware that we also need hope.  
 And that is the message of Epiphany, telling us that 
hope comes often in the un-expected moment, or in the 
sudden epiphany of time transformed. It comes because 
our God has decided to live with, walk with, and be with 
us, and we are called to take notice and to listen – listen to 
the one who was, who is, and who will be our source of 
life and salvation.  
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Eric 



 

 

Ideas about Prayer 

 If children learn to pray when they 
are very young, the chances that they 
will develop a strong lifestyle of prayer 
will be much better. 

 Sometimes adults think that young 
children are just “practicing praying”, and 
that their prayer lives will develop as they get older. But 
God hears their prayers just as loudly and clearly as any 
well-practiced adult. 

 Prayer needs to be modeled to children by the adults 
in their lives. 

 Children need to know that God loves them no matter 
what.  He wants to listen to them 

 Prayer is talking freely to God. Prayer is a conversa-
tion with God. We can talk to Him as a friend. 

 Many children know about prayer before meals and at 
bedtime.  Children need to realize that God is ALWAYS 
listening.  It is important for children to know that they al-
ways have access to God, whenever they have a need or 
concern, and whenever they want to praise or thank God. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Milestone Ministry Events! 
 

 

February will bring the 1st Grade Prayer Milestone Minis-
try on February 2nd  and 9th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Middle School 
Pizza & Movie Night! 

 
 

Join us for a pizza & movie night  
at ELC Friday, January 17th.  We’ll have pizza at 7:00pm 
followed by a movie to be determined later.  Students can 
be picked up at 10:00 pm.  Cost is $3.  Please sign up & 
pay by Wednesday the 15th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer Minister Meeting  
Sunday, January 5th, 11:45 @ Molly’s 
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Wednesday Large Group Learning Events start up 
again on January 8th.  See you there! 

RETREATS! On January 24th-25th, we will be going on an 
overnight retreat at Sugar Creek Bible Camp. This is a re-
quired part of the confirmation class for 8th grade [and any 
9th graders that missed last year].  Students are strongly 
encouraged to attend as we will be covering 3 lessons dur-
ing the retreat.  Students not attending will be required to 
make up the work at another time during this year. All 9th 
graders are welcome to come for fellowship and free 
time…we will have activities for you.  The cost of the re-
treat is $25 per student and includes transportation, lodg-
ing, and food.  We will meet at the church at 5:30pm Friday 
and return by 4:30pm Saturday. Payment is due January 
10th.  You can make a payment online on our website. Go 
to the give/pay page on brfelc.org and follow the instruc-
tions. Pay in the “other” column and write in “Confirmation 
retreat-student first name last initial.” There is no fee for an 
electronic fund transfer from your checking/savings ac-
count. If you would like financial assistance, please talk to 
Pastor Eric.   
 

 

Looking ahead:  9th graders mark your calendar for the 
“Urban Plunge” retreat on February 28th /March 1st.   
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday school classes will resume on January 5th.  We 
want to thank our music directors and accompanists for 
the extra work and effort they put into our Sunday School 
Christmas programs. Barb Olson-Louis and Marianne 
Torkelson directed the grade three through six programs. 
Beth Overlien and Bryan Staff were the music directors 
for the preschool through second grade program with 
Bradley Bludedorn as the accompanist.   

On January 19th we are planning a special Family Sun-
day.  All parents are invited to attend Sunday school with 
their children. Our focus will be on prayer.  Families will 
sing songs, make a craft, and listen to stories that will 
help them develop a lifestyle of prayer in their homes.  
We encourage all parents to accompany their children, 
but if you’re not able to be there, please still send your 
child.  We will send out additional reminders with the chil-
dren on the first two Sundays in January. 

Middle School Sunday school with Peer Ministers will be 
January 26th. 



 

 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In Memory of: Thor Rykken  
 From:  Larry & Georgia Button, Arvid & Delores 
Walton 
In Memory of: Maxine Wilcox 
 From:  John & Sharon Lund 
In Honor of: 2013 Octogenarians 
 From:  W/ELC 
EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
In Memory of: Maxine Wilcox 
 From:  Alvin & Gwyn Knutson, David & Mary Cooley 
In Memory of: Bill Wilcox 
 From: David & Mary Cooley 
In Memory of: Thor Rykken 
 From: Ed & Lorri Johnson 
GOD’S CHILDREN 
 From: Judith Young, John Long 
KIDS OF THE KINGDOM 
In Honor of: Baptism of Finnley & Stella Bue 
 From: Kirk & Laurie Goetzka 
PEER MINISTRY 
In Memory of: Maxine Wilcox 
 From:  Peggy Wiese 
ALTAR GUILD 
In Memory of: Maxine Wilcox 
 From: Barb & Paul Hanson 
In Memory of: Robert Onstad 
 From: Lori & Nick Zimmer Family & Geoff & Lisa 
Wilkins Family 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

January Octogenarians! 
 

Savel Hyytinen-Jan. 2nd;  
Corinna Young-Jan. 5th;  
Gerald Gaier-Jan. 6th;  
Eugene Savage-Jan 11th,  
Thomas Peasley-Jan. 21st; 
Charles Wussow-Jan. 22nd;  
Mary Waughtal-Jan. 31st. 
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Our January board meeting is January 23rd at 6:30 in the 
library. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, January 7th at  9:00 the Altar Guild will be 
meeting to take down Christmas decorations.  Please 
come and join us. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Sewing Circle will start tying quilts again January 9th and 
23th  in the Fellowship Hall. Various jobs are open 9a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. and then we do “lunch out” together and at 
1p.m. to 4p.m. we gather to tie quilts. You are welcome, 
please come and join us. 
 

 

 

  WELC News 

Blessings Mathew & Jessica Bue on the baptism of their 
children Finnley Mark & Stella Sofia on December 15th. 
 

Gifts and Memorials 
Posted November 16, 2013 

through 
                                   December 15, 2013 



 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

Come and join us for worship! 

Return Service Requested WORSHIP SERVICES    
Saturday 7:00p                                    

Sunday 8:00a and 10:30a 
Sunday School 9:15a 

This newsletter was mailed to you December 30, 2013 

115 North 5th Street 
Black River Falls, WI   54615 
 
Rev. Eric Bakken               pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Interim Pastor Barbara Knutson 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 
 

 
 

 
Simply Giving 2014 

 

 
 

It’s fast and easy and you’ll never have to remember 
your offering envelopes on Sunday.  AVAILABLE 
Online Giving on our webpage www.brfelc.org  you are 
able to make one-time donations or to set up a schedule 
of automatic donations. By setting up a password pro-
tected profile, you will be able to log in at any time to 
make donations, change a recurring donation plan or 
view your personal giving history.  Have questions about 
how electronic giving works?  Stop by the church office 
for a “frequently asked questions” information sheet. We 
invite you to consider our electronic giving program as a 
way to automate your regular weekly offering and/or to 
make special gifts.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
2014 Offering Envelopes will be mailed bi-monthly to 
your home and will not be available at the church.  
Please be sure to let the office know of any address 
changes.  Thank you. 
 

Find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/brfelc 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered in Christ.  Sent to Serve” 


