
 

 

Ash Wednesday Service  
March 5th @ 7pm 

With Holy Communion 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lenten Services: Begins March 12th @ 5:15pm 

Lenten Soup Supper @ 6pm 
 

Theme: “Making Change” 

This year we will return to the catacombs. Our theme will be Making Change, 
and will implement aspects of Holden Evening Prayer and traditional worship, 
with an emphasis on creating and experiencing a prayerful and meditative envi-
ronment, centered on the cross, with the use of candles and simple chant. 
 
 

Change is a constant in our lives. Some changes make gradual transitions, as 
when daytime shifts towards twilight or winter turns to spring. Others happen in 
the blink of an eye, separating time into “before” and “after.” We choose to un-
dergo some changes after carefully considering our options, while others are 
forced upon us. Our five week Lenten themes will be: Change of Season; 
Change of Habit; Change of Circumstances; Change of Heart; and Change 
of Plans. Change is both very hard, and necessary. In the midst of it all, we 
place our hope in God whose steadfast love remains in the midst of life’s inevita-
ble changes. 
 
 

Come and join us in the Catacombs as we gather in the place where we live our 
lives, where God’s manifold love and grace reach to us even from Calvary, at 
the foot of the cross, clinging to the rock of our salvation, where we make our 
confession and receive God’s forgiveness. 

 
 

New Synod Bishop the Rev. Rick Hoyme @ ELC 
Saturday/Sunday March 15th/16th 

 

Our new synod Bishop, the Rev. Rick Hoyme will visit and 
preach at ELC on the weekend of March 15th/16th, the 2nd Sun-
day of Lent. We are excited to have Bishop Hoyme with us. In 
the past several years we have been blessed to have former 
synod Bishops Duane Pederson, and Robert Berg worship with 
us. We have also been blessed to have each of the synod staff 
members of our previous Bishops present with us for various 
occasions, which has strengthened our connection to the wider 
church.  Please mark this special occasion on your calendars. 
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2014 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jeff Stear (B/G) 
Vice President 

Judy Luttio (Parish Ed) 
Secretary 

Barb Olson-Louis (Worship) 
Treasurer 

Ed Johnson (Finance) 
Paul Hanson (G/M) 

Jim Ritland (Personnel) 
Valerie Savage (Witness) 

Keith Brown (Stewardship) 
† Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Eric Bakken 
Visitation Pastor Barb Knutson 

Office Manager 
Wendy Sciborski 

Custodians 
Paul Anderson 

Phyllis Gunderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 

Sunday School Coordinators 
Joy Fossum, Jean Helland, 
Becky Markee, Cindy Moore 

Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve 
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Dear friends in Christ,   

One of the exciting things about 
ministry is that there is a contin-
ual flow of ideas and interest 

from so many members of our congregation. My pastoral 
column this month is sparked by Ms. Valerie Savage, and 
her enthusiasm for her newly appointed position on our 
church council, serving in the area of Witness and Ser-
vice. Valerie recently wrote me saying that, for us Luther-
ans “the 40-day season of Lent is an important one. 
Though the Scriptures do not mention Lent, it has a 
longstanding tradition in the Church. It began very simply 
as a time of preparation for Easter. From the earliest 
times it was customary for Christians in most places to 
fast before Easter.”  

Valerie is right. In fact, she goes on to say that “at the 
time of the Reformation, some Christians wanted to elimi-
nate Lent since Scripture didn't command it. Luther urged 
that it be kept, for he saw Lent as an opportunity for the 
strengthening of faith. "Lent, Palm Sunday, and Holy 
Week shall be retained, not to force anyone to fast, but to 
preserve the Passion history and the Gospels appointed 
for that season." So we also retain Lent to this day, be-
cause we see it as a healthy outward discipline that gives 
Christians a wonderful opportunity for spiritual renewal.  

Come join us for mid-week Lenten Services and week-
end worship services. Ash Wednesday is March 5th with 
worship at 7:00pm. Our mid-week Lenten worship theme 
this year is Making Change. Mid-week services are 
March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9 at 5:15 followed by soup sup-
per @ 6pm. Weekend Services are Sunday @ 8am & 
10:30am, and Saturday @ 7:00pm. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Eric 

 

. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Gifts and Memorials 
committee would like to en-
courage your gifts to the radio 
broadcast fund.  We thank you 
for supporting this outreach min-
istry.  

 
 
 
 

February 2014 Council Hi-lights 

A complete council packet is available on file in the 
church library.     
 
† The February 11, 2014 meeting of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church council opened with prayer led by 
Pr. Eric.  

† The secretary’s and treasurer’s reports were submit-
ted.  

† The council elected Mr. Jeff Stear as congregational 
president, Ms. Judy Luttio as congregational vice-
president, re-elected Mr. Ed Johnson as treasurer, 
and elected Ms. Barb Olson-Louis as council secre-
tary Pr. Eric led a presentation on the role and re-
sponsibility of a church council, from resources avail-
able through the ELCA Division of Outreach.  

† During the committee reports, the finance committee 
initiated the new council leadership to sign bank 
cards 

† the personnel committee noted that Pr. Eric will be 
interviewing potential seminary students at the end of 
February with consideration of attaining a seminary 
intern during the summer of 2014;  

† the witness committee reported on the re-
development of ministry of home-communion minis-
ters within the congregation.  

† The meeting ended in prayer led by outgoing presi-
dent, Mr. Jim Ritland.  

Next council meeting: March 11th at 7pm.   
Visitors welcome 

 

Broadway Actor @ ELC 

Sunday, March 9th @ 10:30am 

In the Autumn of 1963, five months before the Beatles 
invaded America…two young boys were placed next to 
each other in an elementary school in Cambridge, WI…
and would become best friends. One of the young boys 
would become the Sr. Pastor at Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Black River Falls…and the other young boy 
would become an actor of stage and screen…performing 
on Broadway in various musicals (Into The Woods, 
Grand Hotel, The Kiss of the Spider Woman, The Se-
cret Garden) to name a few. He will be returning to 
Broadway this September as part of the cast of Stings 
new musical, The Last Ship…but before that he will be 
in Black River Falls…and worship at ELC…and provide 
special music along with his spouse (Cynthia), on Sun-
day, March 9th @ the 10:30am service. His name…Greg 
Zerkle…friend of Eric. 

 
Lenten  

Soup Suppers 
March 12, 19, 26, 
April 2, 9  @ 6pm 

  
Your help is needed to 
provide soup, sand-
wiches, drinks, des-
serts and/or setup & 
cleanup.  Sign up 
sheets are located in 
the narthex.   



 

 

Thank offering Boxes 
 

Thank offering boxes were distributed 
to our members at our general meeting 
on February 27th.  If you haven’t re-
ceived one, there will be some extra 
ones in the church office.  Money from 
these Thank offering boxes supports 

the many ministries and programs of the Women of the 
ELCA. Thank offerings show gratitude for God’s blessings 
and give us an important and tangible way to express that 
gratitude.  Thank offerings have always been, and still 
are, our opportunity to say thank you to God in both sig-
nificant and ordinary moments.  We’ll collect the boxes in 
the fall. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission Outreach is an important part of our church’s 
work.  In the past our congregation has donated hundreds 
of quilts, layettes, personal care, school and sewing kits 
to people and families in need.  During Lent this year, 
items will be collected for the personal care kits.   

When natural disaster strikes or political conflict flares, 
families often have little chance to gather their belongings 
before fleeing the danger.  They arrive in a shelter, refu-
gee camp or other place of safety scared, vulnerable and 
dirty from the travel.  The simple items included in a Per-
sonal Care Kit allow them to wash away the dirt and 
sweat with the fresh scent of soap and the softness of a 
towel as reminders of someone’s care and concern for 
them in their plight. 

Due to the generous giving last year, only three items are 
being asked for this year.  They are: 

One light-weight bath towel (maximum 52” x 27”, 
minimum 20” x 40”), dark color suggested 

Two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of soap, any brand, 
in original wrapping 

One sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed 
combs), packaging removed  

All items should be new.   

A basket for collection of donated items will be in the nar-
thex on March 8th through Palm Sunday, April 13th.  The 
cost to ship the Personal Care Kits overseas is $2.65.  
Donations of money will also be accepted.  Please put 
“PROJECT COMFORT” on the envelope containing mon-
ey for shipping. 

If you have any questions, please contact the project 
chairmen, Joanne Schefelker at 284-3489 or Theresa 
Bade at 284-4524. 
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The time has come to order plants for 
the Easter (April 20) Resurrection Garden.  The following 
plants will be available:                                                                      
 

If you care to acknowledge a friend or relative (living or 

deceased) with a plant, stop at the church office with a 
check made payable to Evangelical Lutheran—Altar 
Guild. Payment must accompany the order. An order 
form can be found on the back page of this newsletter. 
Orders will be taken until April 15th. Following the last 
worship service on Easter Sunday, Altar Guild members 
will be available to assist purchasers in claiming their 
plants. To avoid disappointment and/or confusion, plants 
must be picked up by 12 noon on Easter Sunday or by 
contacting the church office on Tuesday, April 22nd. 
 

Any photos of the Resurrection Garden must be taken 
before the 10:30 worship service on Easter Sunday, as 
members will be taking their plants home following wor-
ship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 March Octoge- narians 

Katheryn Torgerson-March 4th; Betty Rozmenoski-March 
19th, Betty Gaier-March 22nd; Richard Holder-March-
23rd; Peter Peasley-March 24th; Judith Peterson-March 
24th; John Hoagenson-March 25th; Harriet Thompson-
March 30th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The W/ELC is looking for donations of the jelly size, 
Ball & Kerr canning jars with rings.  These jars will be 
used for the Fall Bake Sale.  Donations can be left in the 
downstairs kitchen. 
 
 

Geraniums $22  
Hydrangeas $30 
Kalanchoes (long blooming) $22 
Lilies  $12 
New Guinea Impatiens $20 
Yellow Daisy Mums  $22 



 

 

Summer Bible Camp 
Register Now! 

Luther Park & Sugar Creek 
 

Register now for a week of fun at Bible 
Camp. Brochures for Luther Park and Sugar 

Creek are available in the Narthex or the church office. 
Both camps offer discounts as incentives. BONUS:  There 
is a $75 scholarship available if you work the Easter 
Breakfast, with an additional scholarship from $25-$125 
based on 1/2 the cost of campership & availability. 

Luther Park in Chetek, WI invites kids and families to en-
joy the relaxed rhythm of playing, working, worshipping 
and learning in a place where Faith is nurtured through 
Holy play.  

Sugar Creek in Ferryville, WI offers a week of swimming, 
horseback riding, campfires, hiking and lots of adventures 
on over 600 acres of mosquito-less outdoors. 
Parents: consider the value of a week at camp and the 
life lasting affect it can have on your child. Church Growth 
studies shown that a week at Bible Camp is one of the 
strongest indicators of faith active in youth when they be-
come adults. This is a great way to pass on the faith. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Several children’s books have recently been added to our 
library. Reading books together with your child is one way 
to instill Christian values and teach life lessons.  Through 
words and pictures on these pages children and parents 
will grow together in their understanding of God. 
 
“If Jesus Came to my House” by Joan G. Thomas is a  
story about a young boy who realizes that he can treat 
others according to the lessons he would learn if Jesus 
really did come to his house. 
 
“Can I Pray with My Eyes Open?” by Susan Taylor Brown 
helps children decide when and where to pray.  In this 
picture book, children are assured they can pray when, 
where, and how they want, and they will always be heard. 
 
“Can God Tie His Shoes?’ by Nancy White Carlstrom tells 
the story of a young girl and her parents exploring the 
countryside together. Along the way Katrina, the daughter, 
asks her parents many questions about God. 
 
“Living the Promises of Baptism” by Suzanne Burke helps 
parents talk to their children about baptism. 
 
*We’re missing the children’s board book, “Welcome 
Child of God.” By Anne Wlzisker  Please return it to 
the library. 
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Peer Ministry Meeting 
Sunday, March 2nd   

11:45-1:00 ELC Youth Room 

Sunday School News 
 

Lent:  The 40 weekdays from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter.  A time of reflec-
tion and repentance. The time we set 
aside time to focus on Jesus Christ - 
His suffering and His sacrifice, His life, 

death, burial and resurrection (Easter). 
 

Ash Wednesday is March 5th this year. Our Sun-
day School teachers in the coming weeks will be sharing 
Bible stories with their students that focus on “getting 
ready” during this Lenten season. 
 

We want to share some Lenten ideas that families can 
do at home to help them create family traditions and 
spiritual dialogue. We hope you try some of these activi-
ties and discover your family growing in faith during this 
Lenten season.  
 

† Pray together as a family.  Place names of family 
members or friends in a jar.  Everyday pick out one 
person’s name and pray for them. 

† Practice random acts of kindness.  Make cards and 
send them to someone who needs cheering 
up.  Visit someone who is feeling lonely. 

† Family Lenten devotions.  Leave a Bible or family 
devotional booklet in a prominent spot in your house 
to remind your family to share God’s story together. 

† Pretzels originated as early Christian treats, de-
signed in the form of arms crossed in prayer.  Bake 
pretzels together or leave pretzels out as reminders 
to pray. 

† Create a Lenten wreath (similar to the Advent 
wreath) with six candles.  Beginning with all six can-
dles lit, each week blow one out as the time gets 
‘darker’ nearing Jesus’ death. 

† Offerings:  Everyday of Lent drop coins in an offer-
ing jar. Empty pockets, couch cushions, laundry 
room, and other coin magnets in your house.  Each 
week decide where your family will donate this offer-
ing.  You may also donate unneeded items in your 
home to local organizations. 

† New life:  As Lent begins, help your children plant 
crocus, daffodils, or hyacinth bulbs.  Leave in a dark 
closet for two months keeping the soil moist.  When 
shoots appear, let them bask in the sun.  

 

Dates to remember: 
March 2nd: Grades three through six music group will 
sing at the 10:30 church service. 
March 5th:  Ash Wednesday—Mid Week worship ser-
vices begin. 
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Fifth Grade  
First Communion Classes 

 Start March 26th 

 

Instruction for first communion is held 
every year for families with students 
age 5th grade and older.  We will meet 
for class in the fellowship hall on 

Wednesdays, March 26th, and April 2nd @ 6:45pm and on 
Thursday, April 10th @ 5:30 to experience a Christian in-
terpretation of the Seder meal (the meal shared by Christ 
with his disciples at the Last Supper). Students complet-
ing the class will take their first communion on Maundy 
Thursday, April 17th at 7pm.  Please register for the class 
by calling the church office 715.284.4213 by March 25th. 

 

8th and 9th grade: Small groups have signed up to be wor-
ship assistants for Lenten services:  Please arrive at least 
15 minutes prior to the start of worship and check in with 
your small group guide.  March 12th: Jody Vold-ushers & 
Becky Markee-greeters; March 19th: Becky Markee–
ushers, Ellen Moldenhauer-greeters; March 26th: Annette 
Marecek-ushers, Jody Vold-greeters; April 2nd: Overlien/
Zillmer-ushers, Annette Marecek-greeters; April 9th: Ellen 
Moldenhauer-ushers, Overlien/Zillmer-greeters. 

9th Grade: Urban Plunge Retreat: April 4th/5th 

 

7th grade classes start April 23rd!  Watch your mailbox for 
detailed information  

 

 
 

Peer Ministry Spaghetti Dinner @ ELC 
Sunday, April 6th @ 5:00-7:00pm 

 

Middle School Movie Night 
Friday, April 11 @ 7:00pm 

 
 

Palm Sunday: April 13th 
Maundy Thursday: April 17th 

Good Friday: April 18th 
EASTER: April 20th 

 

Easter Breakfast 
April 20, 7:30-9:00am 

 
Is your DIVINE Chocolate all gone?   
Do you need more?  If so, we have 
several bars waiting for you at the 

church office window!   
See Wendy during office hours  

Sugar Creek Horse Project 
 

Your gift of $20 collectively with 
hundreds of others will help de-
fray the cost of camp this summer 
for countless youth.  Camper fees 
cover only 73% of the cost of 
camp.   
Thank you for your gift! 

 

 

 

Sign up to help at Easter Breakfast: Are you al-
ready planning to go to bible camp this summer? Or, do 
you want to help with this fundraiser for camp scholar-
ships?  Workers are needed for the Easter Breakfast, April 
20th  A sign up sheet is in the narthex.  Campers will re-
ceive a $75 campership by helping at the Easter Break-
fast.   

Food Donations Needed for  
Easter Breakfast! 

 
Please see the Youth board to sign-up to provide food 
items for the Easter Breakfast. All funds raised from the 
breakfast will go to summer Bible camp scholarships! 



 

 

RADIO BROADCAST     
In memory of:  Roy & Betty Anderson  
 From:  Steve, Scott & Christina Anderson 
In memory of:  LaVerne (Bud) Wyss 
 From:  Dean & Delores Severson 
In memory of:  Ivan “Ken” Berg 
 From:  Arvid & Delores Walton 
In memory of:  Jeanette Pederson 
 From:  Axel & Joanne Dressler 
In memory of:  Arnold & Linda Holman 
 From:  their Family 
In memory of:  Peggy Wiese 
 From:  Edward & Doris Brudos, Arvid & Delores 
Walton 
EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
In memory of:  Peggy Wiese 
 From:  Llona Mae Dell, Patricia Dimmick, Donald & 
Mary Glasenapp, Clint & Jean Helland, Alvin & Gwyn 
Knutson, Lila Lynne, Louis & Nyla Musser, Jeri Muth, 
Fred & Judy Myskewitz, Richard & Charlene Stevens, 
Ronald & Mary Jane Thompson, Roger & Thelma Wiste, 
Harvey & Diane Wood, Mark & Brenda Zillmer, David & 
Joy Fossum, Ed & Lorri Johnson, June Grambo, Pat & 
Ken Pickerign, Connie Kistner, Annabelle Fenske, Sonya 
Stevens, Everett & Barbara Wood, Omar Nelson 
In honor of: Al Knutson's’ Retirement 
 From:  David & Mary Cooley, Harvey & Diane 
Wood, Dean & Delores Severson 
PEER MINISTRY 
 From: Peggy Wiese Estate 
GOD’S CHILDREN 
In memory of:  Bill Young 
 From:  friends & family 
HANDBELLS (RINGSPIRATION) 
In memory of:  Peggy Wiese 
 From:  Mildred Evenson, Deborah Hanson, Paul & 
Barb Hanson, John & Sharon Lund, Yvonne Richard, 
Margaret Severson, Ken & Karen Wilkins, David & Joy 
Fossum, Michael Lind, Reid Zibell, Joyce Haugestuen, 
Roni Kaczor Smith, James & Ann Pederson, Ted & Linda 
Zych, Aunt Tootie 
 From:  Peggy Wiese Estate 
YOUTH GATHERING TRIENNIAL CONVENTION 
 From:  Vicki Amundson 
MIGOWI BUILDING FUND 
 From:  Peggy Wiese Estate 
ALTAR GUILD 
In memory of: Arlene Brown 
 From: Paul & Barb Hanson 
LIBRARY BOOKS 
In memory of: Arlene Brown 
 From: Yvonne Richards, Lois Spaulding 
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Help rid our Narthex of Mosquitoes!  
Support the ELCA Malaria Campaign 

Malaria Sunday, April 6th 
 

 During the season of Lent our narthex is being 
"swarmed" again with mosquitoes. Please help rid our 
narthex of mosquitoes by making a donation to the ELCA 
malaria campaign.  For every $10 donated, we’ll take 
down one mosquito. In sub-Saharhan Africa, malaria 
kills more people than war or malnutrition.  Each year 200 
million to 300 million people become infected, many mul-
tiple times, and 655,000 people die.  The good news is 
that malaria is fully treatable and fully preventable.  In our 
companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Malawi, malaria is not only deadly, it is damaging to de-
velopment and sustainability efforts.  When someone is 
sick from malaria, they cannot work or go to 
school.  When they cannot work, they are unable to pro-
vide what is needed for basic food, shelter, and 
healthcare.  When they cannot go to school, their educa-
tion suffers and communities miss out on valuable devel-
opment.  This is why the ELCA is joining thousands of 
other faith-based organizations in a global effort to stop 
deaths from this disease for good.  The ELCA malaria 
campaign seeks to contain malaria through education, 
advocacy, and treatment; and has a goal of raising $15 
million by 2015.  We can do this together...already we 
have exceeded the $5 million mark across the ELCA.   

Since 2012, ELC has raised $3,989. Our goal for 2014 is 
to raise another $3,000: that’s 300 mosquitos. Malaria 
Campaign offering envelopes can be found in your 
March/April Offering Envelope mailings.  Extra envelopes 
can be found in the narthex.  You may write a check to 
ELC and note: ELCA Malaria Campaign.  
 

Malaria Sunday will be Saturday/Sunday, April 5th/6th 
with synod minister, the Rev. John Sutherland (John has 
Pr. Ramie’s former position on the Synod Staff) as our 
preaching minister. This will be a great time to meet Pr. 
John!  
Thanks for being a part of God's mission in the world! 
 
 

Posted January 16, 2014 through 
February 15, 2014 

 
 
 

MARCH & APRIL 
SPECIAL GIVING ENVELOPES 

for the ELCA Malaria Campaign are included in your bi-
monthly mailings.   



 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

Come and join us for worship! 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SERVICES    
Saturday 7:00p                                    

Sunday 8:00a and 10:30a 
Sunday School 9:15a 

This newsletter was mailed to you February 27, 2014 

115 North 5th Street 
Black River Falls, WI   54615 
 
Rev. Eric Bakken                      pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Visitation Pastor                             Barbara Knutson 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
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  Make check payable to Altar Guild. Payment must accompany order form. 

 

   

This plant is given: 

   

To acknowledge:  

 

____________________________ 

 

____________________________ 

 By: 

____________________________ 

 

____________________________ 

 

 

 Geraniums $22  

 Hydrangeas $30 

 Kalanchoes (long blooming) $22 

 Lilies  $12 

 New Guinea Impatiens $20 

 Yellow Daisy Mums  $22 

Check one:  

    □  I will pick up my plant by 12:00p on Easter Sunday. 

    □  I will pick up my plant on Tuesday. 

Find us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/brfelc 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered in Christ.  Sent to Serve” 


