
  

FEBRUARY 2015 

Pastor’s Report 
Interim Pastor’s Report 
Council Minutes 

2 
2 
2 

Gifts & Memorials 
Missionary for a day 2015 
Comprehensive Ministry Review 

3 
3 
3 

W/ELC 4 

Youth Page 5 

Malawi Trip 2015 
Malawi & Mozambique Flooding 
“A Valentine for Malawi “ 

6 
6 
6 

February Calendar 7 

Lenten Living/Gustavus Wind Orchestra 8 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

2015 Church Council 
 

Congregation President 
Jeff Stear  

Vice President 
vacant 

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis  

Treasurer 
vacant 

Committee Chairs 
Perry Bue  

Paul Hanson  
Barb Olson-Louis 

Jim Ritland  
Jeff Stear 

Louise Voss 
Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Eric Bakken 
Visitation Pastor Barb Knutson 

Office Manager 
Wendy Sciborski 

Custodians 
Paul Anderson 

Phyllis Gunderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 

Youth & Family Life 
Pastor Eric  

Sunday School Coordinators 
Joy Fossum, Jean Helland,  

Cindy Moore 

Ash Wednesday Service  
Feb. 18th @ 7pm 

With Holy Communion 
 

Lenten Mid-Week Services 
(Feb. 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th) 

Worship @ 5:15pm   
 

Soup Supper @ 6pm 
 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship: The Tree of Life 
Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm beginning February 25th 

 

Many world religions use the image of the tree of life, when 
depicting their central beliefs and values. For Christians, 
that tree of life is the cross. Our mid-week Lenten series this 
year will focus on the biblical use of the tree of life. Each 
week a biblical passage and a hymn will cast light on the 
cross of Christ as our tree of life, as they are woven into a 
service shaped by the liturgical practice of prayers and mu-
sic shaped into a vespers service utilizing music from Hold-
en Evening Prayer. A simple soup supper will follow each 
Lenten mid-week service. 
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Dear friends in Christ,   

 The season of Epiphany 
comes to a close this year on the 
last Sunday after the Epiphany 
(February 15th), the Transfigura-

tion of our Lord Sunday. In Advent, we pray for the light of 
God’s justice in the world. At Christmas, we celebrate this light 
in Christ, and throughout the season of Epiphany, we welcome 
this gracious light into all of the forgotten places of the world. 
From the mountain of transfiguring light, Christ goes forth to 
Jerusalem and leads us to the Passover from death to life. 
 

 Here we find the meaning of his birth and baptism, here it is 
discovered that he was born to die, so that in our death, we 
too be born to eternal life. As we move in February from 
Epiphany to Lent, passing through the powerful and solemn 
occasion of Ash Wednesday (February 18th) we find ourselves 
at the halfway point between the Baptism and the Resurrec-
tion of our Lord. The light that has shattered the darkness of a 
Judean night above shepherds and ignited a star to lead astrol-
ogers to a new manifestation of the truth is the light that 
shines in our hearts. It is a light that illumines even the ashen 
reminder of our own mortality, leading us to the promise of 
forgiveness and salvation. 
 

 As we experience the deep late moments of the Epiphany 
season, we prepare for our Lenten journey, a journey to the 
cross, where Jesus completes what he began in his incarnation 
by blowing resurrection life into our bodies with the breath of 
the Holy Spirit. What a marvelous time of year we experience 
again this winter. It is a joy to share these days with you. 
 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Eric 

     Where is God?  Often young children ask that 
question, while grown-ups flounder for an answer.  
But the question doesn't go away when the child 
grows up.  
 

     Where is God?  The question travels with us, 
especially in times of suffering.  It is in suffering 
that we have to know if ours is an absentee God.  
Is God far off, removed from the intensity of suffer-

ing?  Or is God among us?  Does God understand suffering, our 
suffering? 
 

     Thank God for the Lenten season.  In our Lenten disciplines 
we journey to the heart of the Christian faith:  the passion of 
Christ, the Son of God.  And at the heart of the passion of Christ 
is his experience of suffering the ultimate, being abandoned by 
God,   
 

     The cross of Christ is God's sure and certain sign to us that 
God is our present help in every time of need.  The cross means 
that God enters into the pain, suffering and dying of every per-
son.  God, in Christ, not only knows our suffering, but also as-
sumes our suffering.  From his Nazi death cell Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer wrote, "Only the suffering God can help."  Only the cru-
cified Christ communicates the deepest reality that God is with 
us and for us.  
 

     The word of the cross rings true:  "God was in Christ reconcil-
ing the world unto himself,"  (2 Cor. 5:19)  This  is  the sign that 
God loves enough to suffer and die for us.  This God, in Christ, 
understands and suffers with every hungry child and every 
abused person.  This God, in Christ, hears and cries with every 
forsaken one.  This God, in Christ, breathes the last breath with 
every dying person.  This God, in Christ, knows and loves us 
through and through.  This God, in Christ, will be our compan-
ion---no matter what.  The cross of Christ leads us through 
death to life.  Where Jesus is, there is God.  Where Jesus is, 
there is life.  We can trust that promise.  Always.  
 
 

In Christ, 
 
Pastor Barbara Knutson 

 Devotional time was centered on the book, “Not Your Parent’s Offering Plate”, examining past and present styles of 
        Stewardship. 

 Financial highlights for the month included “a lot to be thankful for this year”.  There were very strong December offerings and 
a positive cash balance of $6800 for the month.  We are within 97% of meeting our annual budget!  Thank You to all! 

 The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th following 10:30 worship.  A potluck lunch will precede the meeting.  
Pastor Eric will do an “All Call” to inspire increased attendance this year.  Council members will be voted on at this meeting and 
subsequently installed on Feb. 1st.  There are still two spots that need to be filled.  If you are interested in serving on Council, or 
know someone who is, please contact Pastor Eric or Council President Jeff Stear. 

 The Comprehensive Ministry Review Team from the Synod, along with community leaders and a cross-section of members of 
the ELC congregation met during the weekend of January 16 – 18.  A full report from Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson will be 
shared with Council in February. 

 

The next council meeting will be February 10th at 7:00 p.m. 

A  full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  
Committees, please remember to turn in your minutes 
to be included in the council packet to Wendy.  

Council Highlights  
January 13, 2015 



  

RADIO BROADCAST 
In Memory of: Esther Anderson 
 From:  Todd & Stephanie Anderson, Ed & Doris Bru-
dos, Larry & Georgia Button, Rodney & Ellen Gearing, Donald & 
Mary Glasenapp, John & Sharon Lund, Mike & Kay Millis, Louis 
& Nyla Musser, Warren & Priscilla Rosin, Troy & Marianne Tor-
kelson. 
In Memory of: Margaret Stromberg 
 From: Ed & Doris Brudos, John & Sharon Lund, Mike & 
Kay Millis, Louis & Nyla Musser 
In Memory of:  Albert Skar 
 From: Louis & Nyla Musser 
In Memory of: Basil Koxlien 
 From: Larry & Georgia Button, Lou &Nyla Musser 
In Memory of: Betty Marg (Lisa Muth’s Grandmother) 
 From: Jeri Muth, Tim, Kitty & Ethan Young 
TENDER BRANCHES 
Donation From: John Long 
GODS CHILDREN 
Donation From: Bev & Carl Harmsen, John Long 
HANDBELLS 
In Honor of: Barb Olson-Louis 
 

WORSHIP APPOINTMENTS 
In Memory of: Esther Anderson 
 From: Ed & Darlene Dugan, Ronald & Brenda Hanson, 
Everett & Alice Larkin, Margaret Severson, Gary & Rosalyn 
Baumgartner, Eugene & JoAnn Benish, Steve & Vicki Strom-
berg, Roger & Joanne Krause, James Sill, Richard & Kay Bohlig, 
Ronald & Bonnie Page, Richard & Cynthia Woodrow, Gerald & 
Sharon Miller, Danny & Mary Jelinek 
UNDESIGNATED 
In Memory of: Esther Anderson 
 From: Rolland & Mandy Lee, Troy & Liz Herzberg 
In Memory of: Margaret Stromberg 
 From: Troy & Liz Herzberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Posted DECEMBER 16, 2014 
through 

JANUARY 15, 2015 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

New ELC Missionaries for 2015 

Rev. Dr. Philip and Lou Knutson 
 

With the Rev. Andrew and Barb Hinderlie’s return home from 
the mission field in 2014, the ELC Stewardship/Mission’s team 
selected the Rev. Dr. Philip and Lou Knutson, currently serving 
throughout Southern Africa, as our new ELC Missionaries 
whom we support with Missionary for a Day offerings and gifts. 

Pr. Phil works as a Regional Representative partnering with 
companion churches, companion synods, and mission person-
nel throughout Southern Africa, including Malawi, the Republic 
of South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Swazi-
land, Angola and Mozambique.  

Pr. Phil’s hobbies include running, cycling, windsurfing, hiking 
and reading. Lou’s hobbies include reading, hiking and movies.  

Pr. Phil and Lou plan to return to the U.S. again in the summer 
of 2016. A visit to ELC is planned for that time. 

2015 Missionary For A Day Sponsorships are being received 
for our January/February Special Offering.  For $10 you can 
sponsor yourself or honor someone special.  Be sure to use the 
special envelopes provided and include your name and date 
you wish to sponsor with your donation.  You may also sponsor 
Missionary For A Day online at www.brfelc.org. Click on the 
Give/Pay link. 
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Comprehensive Ministry Review 

January 16-18, 2015 @ ELC 

The Synod Comprehensive Ministry Review team visited ELC 
the weekend of January 16-18, 2015. During their visit they 
visited with 9 community leaders who are not members of ELC; 
four ELC staff; a team of 18 ELC members representing a cross-
section of the congregation; and met with interested congre-
gational members at an open forum between services, to as-
sist the church council through an evaluative process looking at 
our congregational strengths, growth areas, and ministry op-
portunities. Out of this process the team will provide feedback 
with regards to various affirmations of the current ministry, 
and suggestions for how the congregation might move into the 
future serving Christ, and being a part of what God is doing in 
the world. 

An initial report of 11 affirmations was presented at the 2014 
annual meeting (January 25, 2015) and is also available at the 
church office. The Rev. Laurie Skow-Anderson will make a 
presentation of the final report to the church council at the 
February 10th meeting @ 7:00pm. The congregation is invited 
to attend and participate in the presentation and ensuing dis-
cussion. 
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W/ELC Annual Meeting 

Mark your calendars!   Tom Teeples will kick off our annual 
meeting on February 19th at 6:30 p.m. this year with a presen-
tation on the Ice Age National Scenic Trail.  Tom has hiked the 
entire 1100 miles of the Ice Age Trail in Wisconsin and has 
many photos and facts to share with us.  Anyone from the con-
gregation, who would like to join us for coffee and Tom’s 
presentation, and then sneak home while we attend to the 
business of our annual meeting, is more than welcome to do 
so!  The business portion of our W/ELC annual meeting will 
consist primarily of our presentation and adoption of a budget 
for fiscal 2015. 

On January 31/February 1 and February 7/8 (before and after 
services in our narthex) come and see our assortment of Divine 
Chocolate Bars!  We have a wonderful variety of chocolate fla-
vors including: Milk and Dark, Hazelnut, Mint, White with 
strawberry, Dark with raspberry, Dark with ginger & orange, 
Dark with hazelnut truffle and Milk chocolate with toffee and 
sea salt!  Besides chocolates, we also have coffee, olive oil, and 
bean soup mixes!  Treat yourself, neighbors, and family by sup-
porting this Fair Trade mission of Lutheran World Relief! 

 FAIR TRADE is a fair system of exchange to empower farmers 
to develop their own businesses and sustain their develop-
ment.  It keeps food on their tables and allows children to be 
children and not sent into the working field at young ages.  It 
teaches families to be self sufficient and gives them the pride 
and confidence they need to make a living. 

 Along with our special delights, you will also find a nice array 
of brand NEW greeting cards!  Birthday, Get Well, Sympathy, 
and Praying for You cards. You will notice too a nice selection 
of dinner napkins, dishcloths, cups and plates for that special 
someone. 

 The W/ELC thanks you for your support in helping to fund the 
amazing programs through the Fair Trade and SERRV projects. 

 
 

Personal Care Kit 
Collection 

 
 
 

 
During Lent, the emphasis of WELCA’s Mission Action Com-
mittee is Personal Care Kits.  A list of items needed for the kits 
will be available in the narthex on February 14.  Members of 
the congregation are asked to return the kit items by Palm Sun-
day, March 29th.  Lutheran World Relief’s approximate cost to 
handle and ship one health kit is $2.65 which includes the cost 
of toothpaste.  Anyone who would like to donate money to 
help offset the cost of shipping can put the money in a sealed 
envelope labeled “Project Comfort” and put in the basket with 
the donated kit items.   
 

 

Items needed are: 
 

 One light-weight, bath-size towel (maximum size of 52” x 

27”, minimum size of 20” x 40”) dark  color recommended.  

Light-weight towels are requested since they have to air 

dry after being used and light-weight towels will dry faster.   

 Bath-size bars of soap, any brand, in their original wrap-

ping.  Each kit should contain between 8 and 9 ounces of 

soap.  If you purchase 3 ounce bars, please include 3 bars 

in the kit. 

 One metal nail clipper (with or without attached file) re-

moved from packaging  

 One sturdy comb removed from packaging   

 

NO TOOTHPASTE or TOOTHBRUSH (there is a good supply of 

toothbrushes from last year)  Also, do not wrap your items in 

the towel as the committee will need to add the toothbrushes 

before preparing the kits for shipment. 

 

*Please give new items only.* 
 

A collection basket will be in the Narthex starting on Ash 
Wednesday, February 18.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the project chairmen, Joanne Schefelker at 284-3489 or 
Theresa Bade at 284-4524. 
 

When Lutheran World Relief distributes Personal Care Kits, it is 
often to people who have lost everything.  In the wake of a nat-
ural disaster or having fled from violence as their homes were 
overtaken, they clasp a towel from a faraway place with a bar 
of soap, a toothbrush and comb.  While washing up, they know 
that they have not been forsaken by the world.  The very simple 
gesture of giving a Personal Care Kit can give someone the en-
couragement to start anew.  You can share God’s grace and 
love by providing that simple comfort. 

 

Octogenarian Birthdays 

Lila Lynne February 2 

Delores Walton February 4 

Richard Faldet February 7 

Margaret Steien February 15 

Caroline Olson February 27 

http://lwr.convio.net/site/R?i=wfRJhIrZAxavIlnrqy-0SQ
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When I am afraid, I will trust in you. 
In God, whose word I praise, 

In God I trust; I will not be afraid.  Psalm 56: 3-4b 
 

This was the verse that was chosen as our theme Bible verse 
for this year.  All students, preschool through grade seven, will 
work on memorizing this verse.  Each grade level will also have 
an additional verse to learn by heart that is age appropriate.  It 
is our hope that our students will learn these verses to the 
degree that the words are forever in their hearts.  Sunday 
School teachers will be emphasizing this memory work during 
second semester. 
 

Our Sunday School continues to collect coins for Interfaith.  
We hope your children will support this mission with their 
loose change, in addition to their weekly offering envelopes. 
 

Dates to remember: 
February 1st - First Grade Prayer Milestone learning event 
with parents during the Sunday School hour 
February 8th - Preschool through 2nd grade sings at the 10:30 
worship service & First Grade Milestone Ministry during this 
service. 
February 15th - Sunday School teachers' meeting during the 
first part of the SS hour 
February 15th - Sunday School teacher appreciation luncheon 
after the 10:30 worship service 
March 1st - Grades three through six music group sings at the 
10:30 worship service. 
  

Bible Camp Sunday @ ELC: February 22nd  

Informational Meeting for Youth/Parents  

@ 9:15am in Sanctuary  

On Sunday, February 22nd we’ll celebrate Bible Camp Sunday. 
On this day youth are invited to wear their Bible Camp t-shirts. 
We’ll have college students who’ve been counselors at both 
Luther Park and Sugar Creek, available to talk with youth and 
their parents about attending bible camp, and answer their 
questions about camp, share information about costs, and dis-
cuss congregational scholarship available to ELC youth. Camp 
brochures are located in the church narthex . Parents are en-
couraged to join their children to the opening of Sunday 
School. 

9th Grade Confirmation 

~Ash Wednesday is February 18th.  We will not have class.  Stu-
dents should plan to attend worship a 7pm.  
 

~Confirmation Retreat-March 27-28 (location to be determined) 

PEACE POLE @ ELC  
Peer Ministry Team Project 

 

Our Peer Ministers have a vision to complete a project begun 
by last year’s Peer Ministry team…to place a PEACE POLE in 
Black River Falls. A PEACE POLE is a 6 foot high 4 inch by 4 inch 
either wooden or sometimes aluminum pole with the message 
MAY PEACE PREVAIL ON EARTH written on each of the four 
sides, in four different languages. 
 

The Peer Ministry team approached the ELC Building & 
Grounds committee last Fall and received permission to place 
a PEACE POLE on the ELC property (under the guidance of the 
committee). The languages chosen for the POLE are the native 
Ho-Chunk language, Spanish, Greek and English. 
 

Throughout the month of February you can support the Peer 
Ministry PEACE POLE project by buying a MAY PEACE PREVAIL 
ON EARTH wristband after worship from one of your Peer Min-
isters, in the Narthex. The wristbands are $1 with all proceeds 
going to the PEACE POLE project.  

Middle School Lock-In  

Friday, February 20 @ ELC 

Come and spend an evening in the youth room playing games, 
watching movies, participating in Bible discussion, and eating 
good food. The lock in begins at 7:00pm on Friday, and ends after 
breakfast, Saturday at 10:00am. Registration deadline is Sunday, 
February 15. The cost is $5/person. Friends are welcome! 
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Travel to Malawi in 2015 
 

Are you interested in visiting our companions in Malawi, Afri-
ca? A Malawi mission trip is being planned for next summer, 
July 21-August 4. The total cost, which includes all transporta-
tion, food and accommodations, is S4500 with a $500 deposit 
to hold your spot. The trip will be limited to 15 participants.  

No construction skills are required, but be prepared to 
get your  hands and clothes dirty. To learn more about this life-
changing opportunity, contact John Sutherland 
at  jsutherland@nwswi.org or 715 651 2710. View registration 
information.  

Sunday, February 15 —Special Offering 

“A Valentine for Malawi the Warm Heart of Africa” 
 

People in Africa call Malawi the Warm Heart of Africa because 

of its people and geographical location. In early January a dev-

astating flood destroyed precious farmlands, uprooted thou-

sands, and been responsible for the death of close to 100 peo-

ple. On Sunday, February 15th a synod wide offering will be 

collected to provide flood relief through ELCA Disaster Re-

sponse. The synod is expecting 100% participation within our 

congregations. We will respond with a special offering taken 

that weekend at all three services. For those unable to be pre-

sent for worship that weekend, ELCA Disaster Response enve-

lopes are available in the church narthex or office.  To make a 

contribution you may either use the envelopes to a make a 

donation of any size, or you can purchase a Valentine at the 

church office for $10 and have it placed on the large heart in 

the Narthex. 

MALAWI & MOZAMBIQUE FLOODING  

The President of Malawi has declared a state of disaster due to 
flooding, and its affect on the survival of their crops. As of now 
48 Malawian lives have been lost, and 70,000 are homeless. In 
the coming days our synod will release a plan for our assistance 
in this disaster. In the meantime, please pray for the people of 
Malawi and Mozambique, that the crops survive and that a 
famine may be averted.   ELCA disaster response envelopes are 
located in the narthex if you wish to help with relief funds. 

mailto:jsutherland@nwswi.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xX95bh4QWzOvLcNJBTGqckUCYt517ysFqXrAhx-qu20USe4PEzierUAjtvNbei_nb2to65kBN4XmYGyTYscxJgsyK_rhhAmkpfat8-he2FbIsBeDL1ic4jskJfXJSjtiI4oWtLv9CcFUafjUA6hPn1v2EuKeUgD1JtB9p1tRV70GL8putiPLYki7BIrSpRERiBxkktcxiIDJLsLGKFZZCpisBfNjnOyXWqZj
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xX95bh4QWzOvLcNJBTGqckUCYt517ysFqXrAhx-qu20USe4PEzierUAjtvNbei_nb2to65kBN4XmYGyTYscxJgsyK_rhhAmkpfat8-he2FbIsBeDL1ic4jskJfXJSjtiI4oWtLv9CcFUafjUA6hPn1v2EuKeUgD1JtB9p1tRV70GL8putiPLYki7BIrSpRERiBxkktcxiIDJLsLGKFZZCpisBfNjnOyXWqZj


  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you January 29, 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

Lenten Living 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18 
this year. Christians have observed this sea-
son of the church year since the fourth centu-
ry. It’s traditionally a time of reflection, peni-
tence and spiritual renewal before Easter.  

During Lent, some Christians give up something that hinders 
their relationship with God. Others do something extra for 
their spiritual growth or make a special sacrifice. The key is to 
make Lent a memorable season of sincere spiritual growth — 
a time that can set the tone for the rest of the year. 

FRIENDS FOOD SHELF VOLUNTEERS 

Thank you to all who volunteered at the Friends Food Shelf for 
ELC during the month of January.  Your time given is greatly 
appreciated. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2015 Gustavus Wind Orchestra 

 

James Patrick Miller, conductor 

 

“OUT OF DARNESS” 

Monday, February 2 @ 7:00 P.M. 
Tomah High School 
901 Lincoln Avenue 

 
Open to the public.  A freewill donation will be accepted. 


