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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

2015 Church Council 

Congregation President 
Jeff Stear  

Vice President 
Keith Brown  

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis  

Treasurer 
vacant 
Council 

Perry Bue 
Paul Hanson  
Jim Ritland  

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Rev. Barbara Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodians 

Paul Anderson 
Phyllis Gunderson 

Choir Directors 
Mary Cooley 

Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 
Sunday School Coordinators 

Joy Fossum, Jean Helland,  
 Cindy Moore 

Help rid our Narthex  
of Mosquitos!  

Malaria Sunday, April 25/26 
 

Please help rid our narthex of mosquitos by making a donation to the ELCA 
malaria campaign.  For every $10 donated, we’ll take down one mosqui-
to. In sub-Saharhan Africa, malaria kills more people than war or malnutri-
tion. Each year 200 to 300 million people become infected, and 655,000 
people die. The good news is that malaria is fully treatable and fully pre-
ventable.  In Malawi, malaria is not only deadly, it is damaging to develop-
ment and sustainability efforts.  

Beginning in 2012, ELC has raised $7,354.00. Our goal is to raise $10,000 by 
2015 (this year)! That is exciting because it means we’re almost there (only 
197 mosquitos to go). Malaria Campaign offering envelopes are found in 
your March/April offering envelope mailings. Extra envelopes are located in 
the church narthex or at the church office. Please write your check out to 
Evangelical Lutheran with the note: ELCA Malaria Campaign on the memo 
line. 

Malaria Sunday is Saturday/Sunday, April 25/26  With Seminary Intern Ms. 
Karen Ressel as our guest.   Prior to Seminary, Ms Ressel served as an ELCA 
missionary in sub-Saharan Africa. 

  

 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 @ 7:00 pm 

Good Friday Family Worship, April 3 @10:00 am 

Good Friday Worship, April 3 @ 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday Services 

Worship, April 5 @ 6:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am 

Easter Breakfast @ 7:30-9:00 am 
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 Dear friends in Christ,   
 

 
What would we have done at the mouth of that tomb? We are 
not people who handle our loved one’s bodies any more. We 
do not know the feel of lifeless flesh like so many before us 
have known. We do not know the experience of the painful 
but tender preparation of the body, nor do we know what it is 
like to bid farewell with water and oil. 
Mary Magdalene had waited through the long, quiet, too si-
lent Sabbath to touch him. In the dim light and quiet stirring 
before the dawn, she gathered herself for this last act of 
friendship and duty. But the body was not there, it was gone. 
What would we have done at the mouth of that tomb? I’m not 
sure what I would have done, but she ran to tell. She returned 
to grieve. And still the tomb was hollow – the tomb was emp-
ty. 
We are an Ester people, which means that we stand, as Mary 
did, at the mouth of the tomb. But rather than bearing the 
echo of our weeping, that cave of death changed the world…
for that cave of death would ring with joyous alleluias.  
 Christ is risen…death is defeated…alleluia! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

March 2015 Council Hi-lights 

A complete council packet is on file in 
the church library. 
 

 The final report on the Comprehen-
sive Ministry Review was received from Pastor Laurie 
Skow-Anderson.  Pastor Laurie was present at the March 
council meeting to fully explain the final report.  An Action 
Team will be assembled to examine the committee’s rec-
ommendations and determine how our church can be 
strengthened both as a congregation and within our com-
munity.  A complete list of the Affirmations and Recom-
mendations is available in the church office.  

 Parish Education has a new Chairperson!  Thank You, 
Amanda Skar!  Council member Louise Voss is the secre-
tary of this committee.  Parish Ed. is searching for an indi-
vidual to help coordinate VBS with the Sugar Creek staff.  
If this sounds like you, call the church office today.   

 Building and Grounds are exploring some new security 
options for our church, including new locks and updated 

lighting. 

 Council would like to encourage members to attend the 
Synod Assembly “Walking Together” event, held on May 
30-31.  This is an exciting and inspirational opportunity to 
grow in faith and knowledge, with over 500 people in 
attendance and over 40 workshops to choose from.  We 
can send 3 voting members and any additional members.  
Please contact the church office or speak with any council 
member for more information. 

 

Next Meeting of the church council will be on Tuesday, April 
14th, 7pm.  Visitors Welcome. 

 
 

2015 Easter Message from  

Bishop Rick Hoyme 

 

 
 
I walked slowly down the hall to Vera's room. It was the 

day before Easter and I had spent much of Holy Week bringing 
Communion to my church's shut-ins. But I had not yet crossed 
Vera off of my list. Vera was in our local hospital, and Vera was 
dying. Perhaps this is why I waited to see her last. Pastors 
aren't supposed to have favorites, but I always have, and Vera 
was one of my favorites. I didn't want her to die. 

As I sat by Vera's hospital bed, I confessed that I didn't 
have my Easter sermon done yet, and even worse I told her, I 
really didn't like writing Easter sermons. "Everybody knows the 
story," I told her as I held onto her withered fingers, "and I nev-
er know what else to say."  

It was time for Vera to become her pastor's pastor. "You 
have to tell them the story, because some of them have never 
heard it." Her tired eyes shone and her face began to smile. 
"Pastor, so many people need to hear that story. Just tell them 
what happened on Easter."  

And then she closed those shining eyes. She was tired and 
I was just sad. I watched and listened as her breathing grew 
deeper. How long will she sleep I wondered, and should I stay 
until she wakes? I continued to hold on to those worn down 
hands. And then her eyes opened. 

"Pastor, promise me you'll tell them the story." I wanted 
to say yes, but I could only nod, because the words caught in 
my throat as tears ran from my eyes. "You'll do fine," she said. 
"You always do."  

Vera died a few days later, and as I sat with her family I 
remember asking if we could sing a song at her funeral that I 
thought they knew. They thought it would be nice. "Mom liked 
that song." 

And so we sang, 
I love to tell the story; ’tis pleasant to repeat 
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet. 
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 
The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. 
I love to tell the story, ’twill be my theme in glory, 
To tell the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 
’Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. 

  
It's a good story. Have a blessed Easter. 
  
Bishop Rick Hoyme,  
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin -ELCA 
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Peer Ministry Spaghetti Dinner @ ELC 

Sunday, April 19th @ 5:00-7:00pm 

Cost: Adults $10, Kids 12 & under $5 
 
 

This is our 7th year of Peer Ministry providing ELC high school 
juniors and seniors an opportunity to continue faith formation 
beyond their confirmation years. Peer Ministers are faithfully 
at worship, and meet on a monthly basis with Pr. Eric for con-
versations of faith, ministry planning, and prayer. They inten-
tionally model faith to our middle school youth leading middle 
school Sunday School. They usher, greet, read lessons, serve 
communion at worship; they’ve taught Sunday School; been a 
part of our Vacation Bible School staff; and been in our choirs. 

This ministry has been a blessing to our congregation, and a 
gift to the students who’ve been involved. From the beginning 
this ministry is self-funded by annual fund raisers carried out 
by the peer ministers.  

Please support this ministry by attending a spaghetti dinner on 
Sunday, April 19, served from 5:00-7:00pm in the ELC fellow-
ship hall. Tickets can be purchased before and after worship 
April 11/12 , April 18/19 or at the church office. 

Summer Bible Camp Register Now! 

Luther Park & Sugar Creek 

 
Register now for a week of fun at Bible Camp. Brochures for 
Luther Park and Sugar Creek are available in the Narthex or the 
church office. Both camps offer discounts as incentives. BO-
NUS: All ELC youth upon request will receive a $100 camp 
scholarship from the congregation. Youth who sign-up in ad-
vance to work the EASTER Breakfast will receive an additional 
$100 camp scholarship. Additional financial support is availa-
ble to youth who are in need. For families who might need 
additional assistance, please talk to Pr. Eric before the Easter 
Breakfast. 
Luther Park in Chetek, WI invites kids and families to enjoy the 
relaxed rhythm of playing, working, worshipping and learning 
in a place where Faith is nurtured through Holy play.  
Sugar Creek in Ferryville, WI offers a week of swimming, 
horseback riding, campfires, hiking and lots of adventures on 
over 600 acres of mosquito-less outdoors. 
Parents: consider the value of a week at camp and the life 
lasting affect it can have on your child. Church Growth studies 
shown that a week at Bible Camp is one of the strongest indi-
cators of faith active in youth when they become adults. This is 
a great way to pass on the faith. 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST SIGN UPS  

Please see the youth board to sign up and help provide food 

items for the Easter Breakfast.   

Workers Needed:  We are also looking for Easter Breakfast 

Workers.  There is a $100 Bible Camp scholarship available if 

you work.  Sign up sheets are on the youth bulletin board. 

 

 Peer Ministers @ Milwaukee Brewers game, Sun., April 12 
 

 Peer Ministers Spaghetti Dinner, April 19, 5:00-7:00 pm 

Vacation Bible School: June 14-18, 2015 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp Staff  

 

The education committee has invited Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
and their Day Camp ministry to bring their energy, enthusiasm, 
music, and summer program to Black River Falls. A team of four 
Camp Counselors will lead us in worship, Sunday, June 14th, and 
provide the program for VBS, Monday through Thursday June 
15-18, from 9:00am-3:00pm (for youth entering 1st through 6th 
grade). More Info. will be available in the May newsletter. 
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8th & 9th Grade: Please remember to continue to worship reg-
ularly and keep turning in worship notes. 
 
7th Grade: Classes on Martin Luther and the Reformation will 
be held April 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, 7-8:30 pm.  Attend with a 
parent.  Please call the church office to let us know if you will 
be participating. 

High School Graduation Milestone 
Potluck Coming Up! 

 

Our journey of faith begins with baptism, when we are marked 
with the sign of the cross and sealed by the Holy Spirit forever.  
In baptism, we are given a candle with these instructions: “Let 
your light shine before others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in Heaven.”  We celebrate with 
member of ELC who will soon be graduating from High School.  
As they mark this milestone in their lives, this verse reminds 
them and us to use our many and varied gifts for the glory of 
God.  High School Seniors, parents, and their prayer families 
are invited to a special night of fellowship and remembrances 
on Sunday, April 26th at 6:00 pm for dinner and activities.  
We’ve planned this night early in spring so that it won’t inter-
fere with the many other events happening for seniors this 
spring.  Graduates will also be recognized during worship ser-
vice  on Sunday, May 31st at 9:00 am. 

When I am afraid, I will trust in you.  
 In God, whose word I praise, 

In God I trust; I will not be afraid. 
Psalm 56:3-4b 

 

Our Sunday School students will be busy in April and May learn-
ing their memory work.  The above verse was chosen as this 
year's Bible verse that all students will learn by heart.  The 
younger children will only memorize a portion of it. Each class 
also has their own "Material to Learn by Heart." 
 

Three year olds - song "Jesus Loves Me" 
Preschool - Luke 10:27 (NRSV) 
Kindergarten - John 3:16 (NRSV) 
First grade - The Lord's Prayer 
Second grade - Ephesians 2: 8-9 (NRSV) 
Third Grade - John 8: 31-32 (NRSV) 
Fourth grade - The Ten Commandments 
Fifth grade - John 6:35 (NRSV)  
Sixth grade - Psalm 23 - (NRSV) 
Seventh grade - Apostles Creed 
 

The older students will also be memorizing the books of the Old 
and New Testament.  We want our children to learn these vers-
es to the degree that they are forever in their hearts. The chil-
dren will be reciting their memory work on May 17th, the last 
day of Sunday School. 

 

 Our Sunday School is still collecting "Coins for Interfaith," so 
check your pockets and sofa cushions for loose change.  Inter-
faith serves so many people in our community who need extra 
assistance.  It's our way of helping them.  

 

April 3rd - Children's Tenebrae service 10:00 in sanctuary 
April 5th - Easter Sunday - No Sunday School 
May 17th - Memory Sunday - Last day of Sunday School 

 
 
Tender Branches Musical “THE MESSAGE” , during worship 
May 2 & 3 at all three services. Our young people will give in-
sight into the ways in which we are persuaded to make choices 
(good & bad) in our daily lives.   
 

God’s Children Musical “GO, GO, JONAH” during worship 
May 9 & 10 at all three services.  Hebrews, Yeomen, and Nine-
vites share in telling the story of God’s command that Jonah 
travel to Nineveh and preach repentance.  (The Book of Jonah 
tells us what happened next….)  
 

There should be no flash photography during the worship ser-
vice.  The young people will remain for photographs, at the 
close of the Saturday evening service.  Everyone is invited to 
stop in the Gathering Space for ice cream treats, following the 
Saturday evening service. 
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The Sewing Circle meets the  
2nd & 4th Thursdays in April.   

April 9th & 23rd, 1:00-4:00 pm. 
 

Collecting items for LWR Baby Care Kits is an ongoing project.  

We especially need light-weight cotton t-shirts, gowns or 

sleepers (with no feet), and socks. We need sizes 6 months to 

24 months.  LWR accepts gently used items, so garage sales 

are a good place to look, or maybe family members are ready 

to part with some of these items.  You can store these baby 

items on the shelves in back of the stage. 

April Octogenarians 

Virginia German: April 6th 
Doris Johnson: April 20th 
Donald Glasenapp: April 20th 
Marjorie Waughtal: April 25 
Verna Arndt: April 27 
Samuel Young: April 30th 

Have you fallen or are you afraid of falling? ELC is hosting a 
Stepping On fall prevention program Wednesdays starting April 
8 from 10-12 in The Library. This 8-session course has been 
shown to reduce falls by 31% or more and consists of an inter-
active group discussion and presentations led by an occupa-
tional therapist and guest experts. For more information, con-
tact Heather Comstock at Black River Memorial Hospital at 715
-284-3688. 

#1 – Did you know that: 1 of 3 people over age 65 fall each 
year? 

#2 – Did you know that: falls-related injuries are the leading 
cause of death for people in Wisconsin of all ages? 

#3 – Did you know that 40% of people who enter nursing 
homes had a fall within the prior 30 days? 

#4 – Falls are NOT a normal part of aging.  They CAN be pre-
vented. 

The class is intended for individuals who walk without an assis-
tive device or a cane or walk with a walker only in the commu-
nity.  Guest experts include a physical therapist, vision special-
ist, community safety expert, and a pharmacist. 

“STEPPING ON” 

Classes Wednesday’s starting April 8th 
From 10:00-12:00 in ELC Library 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting 

Our WELC Prayer Shawl Ministry team is 
having a meeting April 20th at 6:30 in our 
church library.  This meeting is for our 
current prayer shawl ministry members 
and for any new members who would like to join us. Care and 
the love of knitting (and crochet) are combined into a prayerful 
ministry that reaches out to those in need of comfort or solace, 
or even times of celebration.  Our prayer shawl ministry team 
has knit or crocheted over 100 prayer shawls that have been 
distributed to members of ELC. 
 

 Our prayer shawl ministry team welcomes new members-even 
if you don't care to attend group meetings.  Shawls are created 
at home on your own time at your own speed. Praying is done 
as the person is knitting or crocheting the shawl. You may use 
your own style of knitting or crocheting a shawl, but patterns 
will certainly be made available to you.  Yarn is also provided.  
 

 Prayer shawl ministry blesses both the people who receive the 
shawls , and the knitters who create them.  Knitting has 
emerged as a spiritual practice-one that opens a way to medi-
tation and prayer.  If you enjoy knitting or crocheting, we think 
you'll enjoy being part of the this ministry.  Bring your needles 
and come to our group meeting on April 20th. 

 Wednesday, April 22nd Lyster Lutheran in Nelson, WI will 

host the 2015 WELCA Dairyland Conference Day of Renew-

al.  Registration is $8 if turned in to Laurie Byrns (directly 

or via the church office) by Wednesday, April 8th, or $10 if 

paid at the door.  Fees include a continental breakfast at 

8:30, the program and meeting at 9:30, and lunch at noon.  

Attendees are asked to bring packaged/canned goods and/

or paper products for the area food pantries.  Nelson is 

about an hour and a half drive from here so carpooling is 

recommended.  Please contact the church office if you 

need a ride. 

 Thursday, May 7th at 5:30 all women of the church are in-

vited to join in our annual W/ELC potluck dinner.  Follow-

ing dinner there will be a joint meeting of all the W/ELC 

circles for the final session of the 2014-2015 Bible Study 

series.  Bring your favorite dish to pass, enjoy the fellow-

ship, and stay for the Bible Study session or, if you prefer, 

just hand around to help us do the dishes! 

http://lwr.convio.net/site/R?i=wfRJhIrZAxavIlnrqy-0SQ
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Posted February 16, 2015 
through 

March 15, 2015 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of: Roy & Betty Anderson 
 From: Scott, Steve & Christina Anderson 
In memory of:  Arlene Brown 
 From: Al & Lois Spaulding 
In memory of: Vera Quick 
 From: Donald & Mary Glasenapp, John & Sharon Lund, 
Thomas & Dorothy Ristuben, Dave & Joy Fossum 
In Memory of: Goldine Weir 
 From: Rolland & Mandy Lee, John Long, Troy & Mari-
anne Torkelson, Dave & Joy Fossum 
EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
In memory of: Goldine Weir 
 From: Llona Mae Dell, Lila Lynne, Fred & Judy 
Myskewitz, Friends & Family 
HANDBELLS 
In memory of: Goldine Weir 
 From: Al & Gwyn Knutson, Friends & Family 
 
 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

 

Sugar Creek Horse Project 
 

Your gift of $20 collectively with hundreds of others will help 
defray the cost of camp this summer for countless youth.  
Camper fees cover only 73% of the cost of camp.     
 

Thank you for your gifts! 

March & April Special Giving Envelopes 

ELCA MALARIA CAMPAIGN 

During the months of March/April our narthex will again be 

swarmed with mosquitos. Please help rid our narthex of mos-

quitoes by making a donation to the ELCA Malaria Campaign.  

For every $10 donated, we’ll take down one mosquito.  Begin-

ning in 2012, ELC has raised $7,354.00. Our goal is to raise 

$10,000 by 2015 (this year)! That is exciting because it means 

we’re almost there (only 197 mosquitos to go). Malaria Cam-

paign offering envelopes are found in your March/April offering 

envelope mailings. Extra envelopes are located in the church 

narthex or at the church office. Please write your check out to 

Evangelical Lutheran with the note: ELCA Malaria Campaign on 

the memo line. 

ELC to Receive Seminary Intern 

“We Are Very Excited!” 

 

On Friday, March 20, 2015 Wartburg Theological Seminary con-
tacted ELC to request the placement of seminary student, Mr. 
Gus Barnes at ELC as an intern for the 2015-2016 year. Having 
been made aware earlier that such a request might be made, 
the church council met quickly on Sunday, March 22, to discuss 
this opportunity, ended in a unanimous vote to welcome Mr. 
Barnes as our 4th seminary intern. 

At this time we are re-organizing our internship committee with 
a tentative meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 9 @ 7:00pm. 
If you would be interested in serving on the internship com-
mittee, please contact Pr. Eric. 



 

  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 
115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 

 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson   Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you March 31, 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

Jackson County Humane Society Launches Shoe  
Collection Drive to Raise Money for  

Building Renovation. 
The Jackson County Humane Society is conducting a shoe col-

lection drive March 15-May 15, 2015 to raise funds for the 

building renovation.  Jackson County Humane Society will earn 

funds based on the number of pairs collected as Funds2Orgs 

will purchase all of the donated goods.  Those dollars will bene-

fit the building renovation.  Anyone can help by donating gen-

tly worn, used or new shoes at the Jackson County Animal 

Shelter.  The ELC Stewardship committee has joined forces  

with Marly Divver, Humane Society President , and will have a  

collection box available located in the church narthex for dona-

tions.  Thank you for your help! 

Christian Rock Concert: April 10 @ 7:30pm 
FUE to Perform @ Eleva Strum High School 

 

FUE is coming to Eleva-Strum High School on Friday, April 10 @ 
7:30pm. FUE is an Indy-Rock Christian band from the Chicago 
area that has played warm up for such national Christian artists 
as Stryper, Building 429, and Josh Wilson. The concert is free 
and is sponsored by various ELCA congregations in the Eleva-
Strum community. 
 

Rev. Bob Castro, ELCA pastor at Eleva Lutheran Church, says, 
“It’s going to be a great set and a fun night.” A free will offering 
will be taken to support the band. Band merchandise will be 
available at the concert. 


