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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

“animate FAITH” 

Seven Week Course: October-November 

(hosted by Church Council & Peer Ministers) 

animate FAITH is an adult education course that explores central topics of Chris-
tianity, bringing together young contemporary leading ELCA voices to create an 
accessible, captivating exploration of big questions of the Christian faith that's 
designed to spark conversation. 

The ELC Church Council and Peer Ministry team invite you to join them for seven 
weeks of food, fellowship and conversation exploring the church of the 21st cen-
tury, where it is at, and where it is going. 

THRIVENT Financial has provided an Action Team Grant to cover the cost of the 
video DVD which the course uses to spark conversation, and funding for refresh-
ments for the first couple of weeks. 

The course will meet in the ELC Atrium @ 9:15-10:10 Sunday October 4, 11, 18, 
November 1, 8, 15 & 29. It will not meet on Reformation Sunday (October 25th) 
or Christ the King Sunday (November 22nd). All are welcome. 

 

Sunday, October 11 @ 10:30am  

“Blessing of Pets and Animals” 
 

 St. Francis of Assisi was a 13th century son of a 
wealthy merchant, who after a conversion experience gave away his wealth 
and devoted himself to serving the poor. St. Francis believed all of creation 
was a gift from God to be treasured. He called creatures of every size and 
shape his brothers and sisters. During the month of October the church has 
historically taken the time to remember, pray for, bless and celebrate the life 
of all animals and pets. 

 On Sunday, October 11th, at the 10:30am service, members are invited to 
bring their pets (if they can be transported safely) or a picture of their pet, to 
worship. The service includes readings, songs, and prayers that reflect God's 
care and concern for all the earth. If you bring a pet, make sure it can be 
brought into worship safely, that you are ready to clean up any messes that 
could arise. Remember that your pet may need to be kenneled during the ser-
vice outside (because of noise) so anticipate that possibility. 

2015 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jeff Stear  
Vice President 
Keith Brown  

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis  

Treasurer 
Perry Bue 

Council 
Kathy Goodenough 

Paul Hanson  
Jim Ritland  
Louise Voss 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Rev. Barbara Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodians 

Paul Anderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 
Sunday School Superintendent 

Kari Bue 
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A  full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  Com-

mittees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be includ-

ed in the council packet to Wendy.  

 

 ELC is extremely happy to announce that Kari Bue is our 

new Sunday School Superintendent.  Kari is excited to 

share her energy and creativity with our Parish Education 

Program.  Judy Luttio has graciously signed on as Kari’s 

mentor.  Thanks to both! 

 Special thanks go out to several people this month for 

their generous contributions to life at ELC. To Ken and Ka-

ren Wilkins for their work with Gifts and Memorials and 

Altar Guild, ushering, and so much more!  You will be 

missed!  And we especially thank our past Sunday School 

Superintendents for their gifts of time, talent, dedication, 

and care.  Cindy Moore, Jean Helland, Joy Fossum…Thank 

you for all you have given to the program.  Also, thanks to 

Judy Luttio and Becky Markee for their work with Parish 

Ed.  How blessed we are to have strong women lead-

ers!  The Peer Ministry welcomes Becky Markee as their 

Adult Mentor to the program.  Becky will assist Pastor Eric 

in all things Peer! 

 Peggy Weise’s home is up for sale.  Anyone interested 

should contact Keith Brown. 

 

 

Next Meeting: October, 13th, 7pm.  Visitors welcome 

Dear friends in Christ,  
  

In Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare wrote, “that which 
we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.” 
Shakespeare’s insight in this passage is that the essence of 
something remains the same regardless of the labels we put 
upon it. Our calling to be the body of Christ resonates easily 
with this sentiment. 
 

We are the body of Christ, and individually members of it, and 
yet our calling takes each one of us in different directions. Bish-
op Eaton calls us (the body of Christ) a living organism and sees 
that our health is determined by the way in which we grow in 
relationships with one another. In the September Lutheran 
magazine she raises the question…if God is enough. If God is 
enough then we move in a direction that focuses on the gifts 
and assets and resources that we have received, trusting that 
God has given us enough. 
 

This seems to go against our grain…it is so easy to focus not on 
what we have, but on what we don’t have. It is so easy to look 
to the past and see only what we feel we have lost, rather than 
to look with hope towards what we have gained. When these 
are the things that occupy our time and shape our conversa-
tion…then we are saying in essence, God is not enough. 
 

But we know that that would be a lie…we know that that is not 
the truth. Amidst this time of shifting cultural values and atti-
tudes with regards to faith, the church, and religion, I sense 
this is a wonderful opportunity for us to grow in ways often 
neglected. Maybe instead of growing our membership num-
bers…we will grow our sense of mission and discipleship within 
the membership that is here. Maybe we will grow deeper in 
faith and our commitment to Christ. 
 

It is easy to complain or be negative or inactive…but I invite 
you into something different. In October and November some-
thing exciting will be going on at ELC…it is called animate 
FAITH…and you are welcome to join in the excitement. This will 
be a wonderful opportunity for us to grow in relationship with 
one another. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

Pr. Barb Knutson’s Autumn Hours 

Pr. Barb Knutson resumes her ministry with us 

as our part-time visitation pastor, on October 

1st and will serve through April of 2016. Her 

normal visitation hours will be Thursday’s, and Friday’s from 

9:00am-5:00pm.  

2016 Stewardship Theme 

Giving Is an Act of Discipleship! 

Giving is an act of discipleship, which is to say that stewardship 
is an act of discipleship, which is to say that giving is not about 
‘paying the bills’ but it is the intimate connection between how 
a person handles financial matters and the person’s relation-
ship with God. Consecration Weekend is November 14th/15th. 
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SEWING CIRCLE NEWS 
 

As the goals of Sewing Circle increase in number, and with con-
firmation students helping layout quilt squares, Sewing Circle is 
reaching out to you for assistance in finding people who might 
sew quilt top blocks at home or here at church.  We will work 
with both male and female, none members are welcome too.  
Call with names of possible helpers and I will contact them.  
Betty Steele, 715-284-4430. 
 

Sewing Circle meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month 
from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. 

 

 

October Octogenarians 

John Sternaman 10/02, Irwin Miles 10/06, Harriet Nerby 10/06, 

Evelyn Lambert 10/08, Mary Glasenapp 10/13, Yvonne Richard 

10/14, Thomas Ristuben 10/17, Dorothy Hanson 10/18, Joyce 

Valentino 10/22, Jeri Muth 10/22, Charlotte Thompson 10/23, 

Mary Lou Young 10/31. 

The ELC Altar Guild is looking for new people to join their 
committee.  The Altar Guild meets the third Tuesday of each 
month at 9:00 am.  This ministry involves preparing the wor-
ship space with the furnishings, appointments, vessels, ele-
ments, linens, and paraments used in the liturgy. .  FMI 
please contact Sharon Lund at 715-284-4585. 

Food for More Challenge  
 

A partnership of Feed My People and the food assistance pro-
gram it serves.  September 20th-November 1st, your dollars 
will be matched one on one with pounds of food credit.  $1 
donation provides $10 worth of food.  Checks may be made 
payable to ELC with “Match Challenge” written on the memo 
line.  ELC will make one large check to Friends Sharing Food on 
November 2nd to the “Match Challenge”.  Watch for contain-
ers  during worship and in the narthex.  Thank you for your 
support.   

Bread for the World Sunday 
          October 17th/18th 

 

 In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And 
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our 
nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad. 
Working with Republican and Democratic leaders, Bread for 
the World is supported by all major church bodies, working to 
lobby congress on behalf of hungry people. 

 Bread for the World Sunday is an opportunity to engage 
God’s work to end hunger, giving our congregation an oppor-
tunity to turn faith into action, as we join members of other 
congregations from various denominations in lifting up their 
voices on behalf of hungry people. Through education, prayer, 
and worship, we will have an opportunity to play a positive role 
in ending hunger in God’s world. 

 Bread for the World Sunday is also an opportunity for us to 
give thanks for all the work our congregation is doing through 
the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and Lutheran World Relief, who 
partner with Bread for the World through innovative efforts to 
fight hunger and poverty. 

For more information visit www.bread.org. 

Women of the church are reminded to turn in their Thank 

Offering boxes if they have not yet done so.  These can be left 

in the church office.  New boxes are available in the Narthex. 
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Ephesians 4:32:   

“and be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, as God 

in Christ has forgiven you”---  

Sunday School Moms Bible Study 
 

 Come, enjoy spending time with other women with similar 
interests, form friendships, support one another, grow in faith 
while studying God’s word.  9:15-10:15 in the church library.  
Invite friends, non-members, newcomers.  Any questions, 
please call Mandy Lee 715-284-0683.  

.7th Grade:   7th graders are learning the stories of the Bible in 

Sunday School; and will attend a 4-week session on the Refor-

mation in the Spring. 7th graders are also required to acolyte 2 

or 3 times this year as scheduled. Calendar is posted in the nar-

thex.  

 8th/9th Grade: Wed. night learning events begin Sept. 30th,  

7-8:30pm.  Be sure to bring your Bible. You can start turning in 

worship notes any time! The hanging files are located on the 

youth table in the narthex.  Blank sheets are in front.  When 

completed, place in the folder with your guide’s name on it.  

10th Grade: Check with your small group guide to assure you 

are caught up with your work. Interviews with the Parish Edu-

cation Committee will be October 18th @ 11:45am. All students 

are required to attend.   
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

    A service for Affirmation of Baptism will be Oct. 25th, at 

10:30 am. Rehearsal for this event and pictures are on Oct. 21st 

at 6:00pm. Please be prompt and ready (dressed) for pictures!  

Parents are asked to attend.  

             3rd grade – Bible Milestone 

    3rd graders and their parents are invited to attend a learning 
event on Sun., Oct. 18th, 9:15am. You will do fun activities as 
you learn about God's Word for us. You will be presented with 
a gift of a Bible on Sun. Oct. 25th during 8:00a worship as you 
mark this milestone in your faith journey. 

Parents, if you were unable to attend Rally Sunday, please stop 

by the Sunday School office to complete your child’s registra-

tion card.  It is very important that we have your most current 

contact information on file. 

 

 

 
 
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, November 1st at 8:00 
am worship.  The 3rd-6th grade Sunday School students will 
sing.   

The 2015 Peer Ministry Team 

The 2015-2016 ELC Peer Team will be installed on Sunday, Oc-
tober 4th at the 10:30am service receiving their towels 
(bandanas) as a symbol of their commitment to worship and 
faithful service within the congregation in the coming year. 
This year we are blessed to have Jessica Amo, Kylie Barton, 
Brad Bluedorn, Ryan Boerger, Chayla Dobson, Ali Dunneisen, 
Mariah Gaier, Amanda Marecek, Madison Markee, Noah Ma-
tousek, as members of our 7th Peer Ministry Team along with 
Becky Markee as their mentor.  Their verse for the year is:  

Romans 1:16a “For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith.” 

Support Peer Ministry: Provide a Lunch! 

Please consider supporting our Peer Ministry Team by signing 
up to provide a lunch that would serve 12 people during their 
monthly meetings @ ELC. Our Peer Ministry Team meets the 
first Sunday of the month from 11:45-1:15pm following the 
10:30am service. They meet for faith formation, ministry plan-
ning and prayer…but they also need to be fed. If interested call 
Wendy @ 715-284-4213 to be placed on the schedule. 

Meals are needed for October 4th, November 1st, January 3rd, 
and February 7th. 
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Posted AUGUST 16, 2015 
through 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of:  Doris Brown  
 From: Millie Byrns, John & Sharon Lund, Dean & De-
lores Severson, Sewing Circle 
In memory of:  Harold Horn 
 From: Louis & Nyla Musser 
 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

 

ELCA World Hunger 
ELC’s September/October Special Offering 

 
More than 800 million people (that’s 1 in 8 people in our world 
today) are hungry. As a congregation of the ELCA, we are called 
to respond. ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach 
communities in need. From health clinics to feeding stations, 
water wells to animal husbandry, community meals to advoca-
cy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the 
ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at 
the root causes of hunger and poverty. Your special ELCA World 
Hunger envelope is located in your bi-monthly offering enve-
lope mailing. 
At our annual meeting we set a congregational goal of $3,000 
to be raised during the months of September/October as part 
of our special offering ministry. So far to date we have received 
$313. For more information about ELCA World Hunger visit: 
www.elca.org/hunger. 
 

Enjoy the Convenience of  
Electronic Giving 

 

Evangelical Lutheran wants to remind you that we offer elec-
tronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. 
Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation 
members and provides much-needed donation consistency for 
our congregation. 

Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

Online Giving lets you go to www.brfelc.org at any time to set 
up an automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, 
make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider elec-
tronic giving. Authorization forms and additional information 
are available from the church office. 

Rally Sunday THANK YOU! 

A Big Thank You to all who assisted with preparation and 

cleanup for Rally Day! It was a wonderful morning of fellow-

ship.  

 

OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED! 

The office is looking for anyone available to help count weekly 

offering.  No experience necessary just your willingness to 

help.  Counters meet once a week for 1-2 hours.  You may 

pick and choose dates as you are available.  FMI, please con-

tact Wendy at the office.  715-284-4213. 
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TIS THE SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP AND GRATITUDE  

If you are a Thrivent Financial member with Choice Dollars to 
direct, you can help our church continue its ministry here and 
reach out to the greater community.   

Simply direct Choice Dollars to EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH.  We plan to use these grant funds to continue our 
church ministry. 

You can make your direction online at Thrivent.com or call 
Thrivent at 800-847-4836, and say “Thrivent Choice” after the 
prompt.   

The Thrivent Choice charitable grant program lets eligible 
Thrivent members recommend where some of Thrivent’s char-
itable dollars are distributed.  So far this year, churches nation-
wide have received more the $23 million in charitable grant 
funds as a result of the Thrivent Choice program. 

To see if you are eligible to participate or have questions, call 
Thrivent toll-free at 800-847-4836. 

 

2015 Graduate Photos  @ the office 

Students or Parents of any 2015 High School Graduates 

please stop by the office to pick up your photos from the High 

School Graduation Milestone photo board from June.  We still 

have photos for the following: 

Brandon Drangstveit, Callie Kinser, Jennifer Malchow, Ryan 

Millis, Kaitlyn Noggle, Sierra Peterson,  Shenoa Simonson, 

Clint Voge. 

Worship Assistants Needed! 

Families or individuals are needed to help with ushering, 

greeting and/or reading lessons for any of the three worship 

services.  You may choose as many or as few times you’d be 

able to assist.  The schedule is flexible.  All are welcome to 

volunteer and be a part of worship.   If you are interested, 

please contact Wendy at the office.  Thank you in advance for 

your services. 

NEWSLETTER CREW HELP NEEDED! 

The office is looking for anyone available to help assemble the 

monthly newsletter once a month at the end of the month 

usually at 10:00 am.   Watch the bulletin and newsletter cal-

endar for dates.  No experience required, only your willing-

ness to help assembly, tape and count for about an hour.  

Enjoy coffee and treats afterwards.  Currently, we have a crew 

of about  5-7 people.   “Many hands make light work” FMI, 

please contact Wendy at the office.  715-284-4213. 

OCTOBER 3RD, 9AM-3PM 
Under the Oktoberfest tent! 

“Interfaith Sweet Charity Bake Sale” 
BAKED ITEMS NEEDED! 

 
Interfaith is hosting a bake sale during the Black River Falls Oktoberfest.  If you can help by donating 

baked items or items for our gift baskets, please contact the Interfaith Office at 715-284-7058.  
THANK YOU! 



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you September 29, 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Worship Schedule 

October 11th @ 10:30am – Pets/Animals Sunday 

October 17th/18th – Bread for the World Sunday 

October 24th/25th – Reformation Sunday 

October 25th @ 10:30am – Confirmation Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, November 1st 
 

These services remind us of our human frailty and mortality in 

light of our faith in the resurrection of our risen Lord. In this 

service we name and remember the members of ELC who 

have died this past year and claim the promise of eternal life 

that is ours through the power of the cross and Christ’s victo-

ry over death. 


