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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

RALLY SUNDAY 

Sunday, September 13 

 @ Lunda Park, 9:00am 
 

 Rally Sunday is Sunday, Sept. 13th, 9:00am 
@ Lunda Park. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets as 
we worship together in the beauty of the outdoors. 
Following worship there’ll be fellowship with coffee/
milk/bars, followed by Sunday School registration.  

Following that, there’ll be a congregational lunch served at 11:00am of Brats, 
salad, ice cream & beverages.  Please plan now to attend.  In an effort to gather 
the whole community of faith together, there will not be worship on Saturday, 
September 12th. 

We are also looking for people to help provide salads (12) to go with our picnic 
lunch.  A sign up sheet is located in the narthex, available at Hatfield, Sept. 6th or  
please contact the office is you are able to help out.  Thank you! 

Pr. Barb Knutson’s Autumn Hours 

 Pr. Barb Knutson will begin her Fall ministry 
as our part-time visitation pastor, on October 
1st and serve through April of 2016. Her normal 
visitation hours will be Wednesday’s and Thurs-
day’s, from 9:00am-5:00pm.  

Worship Service Times Will Stay the Same 

ELC Council met following the congregational discussion on August 26th.  The 
decision was made to continue services on Sat. @ 7pm, Sundays 8 & 10:30am 
and Sunday school at 9:15am.  Summer worship schedule: Saturday @ 7:00 pm, 
Sunday 9:00 am @ ELC and Hatfield Worship @ 10:15 am. 
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One thing for sure…God is not irrelevant. God is at work in this 
world sometimes despite the church. We the church, are called 
to look into the world and see what God is doing…and then to 
be a part of that work. I like what Alan Roxburgh wrote in the 
introduction of The Missional Leader, that “to be a missional 
church is not a program or a project or a budget issue. A mis-
sional church is a community of God’s people who live into the 
imagination that they are, by their very nature, God’s mission-
ary people living as a demonstration of what God plans to do in 
and for all of creation in Jesus Christ.” 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Eric 

 

Dear friends in Christ,  

In his foreword to the book The Missional Leader, Edward 
Gibbs, Professor of Church Growth at Fuller Theological Semi-
nary, writes, “The past few years have witnessed a plethora of 
books addressing the challenges facing the church in the midst 
of profound cultural transition. These titles are set against a 
backdrop of persistent church decline experienced by most, if 
not all, of the traditional denominations.” 

There has certainly been a lot of energy focused on this topic 
because it hits so close to home. Keith Brown told me the other 
day that in a conversation he had with Pastor Barb, while he 
was lamenting the loss of what once had been, her response to 
him was, “Keith, we don’t live in a world where our parking lot 
will be filled with 57 Chevy’s.” Which is to say that we can’t go 
back to what we think were the good old days. 

The truth is…I don’t want to go back to those days. I appreciate 
the movement of our society when it comes to women’s rights, 
and the progress we have made in the fight against racism. I 
want our society to grow in its awareness of the earth and how 
we care for our natural resources. I am thankful that the Vi-
etnam War ended and that apartheid has come to an end. All of 
these important matters are issues still before us today…but 
they are being addressed by people who are driving cars manu-
factured in 2015 which get better gas mileage and do less harm 
with their exhaust, than did that 57 Chevy. 

It seems true that we as a community of faith experience the 
same loss of confidence in our ability to come up with solutions 
to the fundamental issues that are before us. We are over-
whelmed with the flood of facts, theories, and opinions let 
loose by this information age, with regards to the experience of 
loss and decline that we are experiencing in this age of plural-
ism grounded in a culture of relativism. 

It has been said that that question that is before us today is 
how do we transition from a consumer model of church to one 
that is essentially missional in nature? The answer is there are 
no quick fixes or easy remedies. The decline we are facing now 
is rooted in decades of changes that have occurred in our cul-
ture. It is probably true that the church as an institution often 
struggles to keep up with the changes going on around us. 

But that is not to say that things are hopeless, for Christ has not 
abandoned us. For decades I have heard people sing, “I love to 
tell the story,” but seldom see it happen. Maybe this is a time 
for us to sing a new song. Maybe this is a time for us to try 
something new and unexpected. In a recent letter from our 
Bishop, we are challenged with the notion that if we are not 
willing to change we run the risk of becoming irrelevant. 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES-JULY 27, 2015 

A full council packet is kept on file in the 
church library.  Committees, please remember 
to turn in your minutes to be included in the 
council packet to Wendy.  

 

 Comprehensive Ministry Review: 
With regard to the recommendations by the CMR Team, the 
Council was asked to examine the topic of offering a Bible 
Study program this year.  It was proposed by Pastor Eric that 
we look into a possible 6-week session, open to any adult, be-
ginning this fall.  Questions surrounding this issue were:  Who 
would facilitate/teach this program?  What time would the 
classes be held and where?  This discussion then took the 
Council into an evaluation of current worship times and the 
recurring idea of changing worship times and dropping a ser-
vice.  (see council packet in library for more details of this dis-
cussion) 
 

 Pastor’s Report – (Included in July packet) 

 B & G – (Included in July packet) 

 Parish Ed. -   Rally Sunday is set for Sept. 13th at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Lunda Park. “Them Coulee Boys” will lead all the 
worship music.  A Thrivent Action Grant was received for 
this event.  Mary Cooley will be asked to have Evangelical 
Singers/Tender Branches to provide a musical selection.  L 
& M Café will be contacted to provide lunch.  Louise and 
Barb will coordinate. 

 Finance – Hold until September meeting. 

 G & M – Thank you cards will be sent by Wendy for gifts to 
choirs over $50. 

 Stewardship – Mission Golf Outing to support the Boy’s 
and Girl’s Club will be held August 16th.  Next year’s recipi-
ent is Hospice. 

 Worship Comm. – No report 

 Witness – Vacant 

 Youth & Family – No report 

 Prayers for:  Keith Brown Family, Fern Caldwell, Rosella 
Tollefson Family.  Meeting was adjourned at approximately 
8:30. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Barbara L. Olson-Louis, Council Secretary 
 

Next Meeting: September 8th, 7pm.  Visitors welcome 
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Library Books 

Mary's Story is a book written by Barbara Swant and Ruth An-
derson. The authors tell the "greatest story ever told," from a 
perspective unique to Biblical literature. In this book,  Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, directly addresses the reader.  Mary narrates 
the familiar stories from the Gospels in her own voice sharing 
her personal remembrances.  Swant and Anderson have taken 
personal details of the Gospel stories and told them in such a 
direct way that you feel as if you are right there with Mary as a 
loving mother experiencing all her emotions from before the 
birth of Jesus through witnessing his crucifixion at the foot of 
the cross. Both authors live with their families in west central 
Wisconsin. 
 The children's picture book, 100 Things That Make Me Happy, 
identifies 100 blessings for young children.  Many families 
sprinkle their prayers with expressions of gratitude.  This chil-
dren's book will help families with this activity and will help 
them  recognize simple blessings in their own lives.  The author, 
Amy Schwartz, comes up with many gems to be thankful for. 
 

 Baby Care Kits 

Genesis Circle is in the process of collecting items for LWR Baby 
Care Kits.  We are so thankful to the Sewing Circle for hemming 
100 cloth diapers for these kits.  They have also sewn many 
receiving blankets and gowns.  Our greatest needs are sleepers 
(especially ones without the feet) t-shirts, socks, bars of soap
(gentle), and hand towels.  Please check with family members, 
garage sales, and store sales for these items. LWR accepts gen-
tly used baby clothes. We'll be packing up these kits the end of 
September.  There is a collection basket in the narthex.  God's 
Work - Our Hands 
 A Baby Care Kit from LWR is like a promise.  It tells that baby, 
Your needs will not be neglected.  You matter to us.  When we 
send Baby Care Kits, we are providing encouragement by wel-
coming these babies into an international community that 
cares.  

School Kits 

School Kit bags will be attached to the end of our church pews 
in August and September.  Please pick up one of these bags, fill 
it with school supplies and return it to church by the end of 
September.  There is a list of needed supplies in these bags. We 
have already received quite a few complete kits.  Thank you for 
your help with this important LWR parish project. The LWR 
website mentions School Kits as an urgent need.   
  

W/ELC  Harvest Dinner, Bake Sale, Quilt Sale, and Silent 

Auction – Thursday,  Oct. 1st - 4:30 to 7 p.m.  
 

Mark your calendars!  Our annual Harvest Dinner will be Thurs-
day, Oct 1st  this year. Dinner will start at 4:30 and will be 
served until 7:00 p.m. to accommodate families with later work 
schedules. 
Prices will stay the same. Tickets for the turkey and biscuits 
dinner with salad and dessert will be $6.50 for adults, $3.00 for 
children under 10, and kids under 3 are free.  Tickets may be 
purchased in advance from the church office but will also be 
available at the door. 
All women of the church are asked to contribute baked goods 
for the Bake Sale but we would like to scale back a bit this year.  
I can’t believe I’m saying this, but, perhaps you could  bring  
just one less item?   Baked goods should be at the church by 

noon on the 1st. 
Contributions for the Silent Auction should also be at the 
church by noon. See the related article on our Silent Auction 
here for ideas on what to bring. 
Our Sewing Circle has selected some beautiful quilts for sale.  
Come prepared to eat hearty, purchase some baked goods to 
take home and buy quilts or bid on silent auction items for 
yourself or gifts for others. 

How a Silent Auction works and Ideas for 
Contributions 

For those who have never been to a silent 
auction, here is how it works.  Items, 
“baskets”, or collections of things are placed 
on a table with a sign-up sheet for each. The 
first “bidder” starts the process by writing 
down their name and how much they would 
pay for the item or basket. Anyone willing to 
pay more writes down their name and bid on 

the next available line.  Bidding continues until the auction offi-
cially closes. The last, highest bidder wins.  
 

Our auction will close at 7 pm on the 1st. You need not be pre-
sent to win. Absent winners will be called so they can pick up 
and pay for their items at the church office. 
 
 

Contributions for the Silent Auction should be: 
- new or unused (actual baskets used to put collections in may 
be the exception) 
- of value but not so expensive few if any people will bid on it 
and you’ll be unhappy with the result. 
 

Ideas for things you could contribute range from single items 
like a quart of maple syrup, to a stack of homemade dishcloths, 
to a collection of home canning, to the makings for a meal, a 
tailgate party, or a care package for a college student, to a gift 
for a bridal or baby shower. Perhaps you just want to bring 
what you did last year because your contributions last year 
were wonderful! 
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Peer Ministry Retreat 

September 19-20 @ Sugar Creek 

 The 2015-2016 ELC Peer Ministry team will be on retreat the 
weekend of Sept. 19-20. Pr. Barb will lead worship in Pr. Eric’s 
absence. 

 

6th GRADE  

ACOLYTE TRAINING 

SEPTEMBER 23rd, 2015 
 

Please come with a parent to the 
church on Wednesday, Sept. 23rd at 6pm for Acolyte Training.   

7th-GRADE ORIENTATION NIGHT  

SEPTEMBER 9th, 6:00 pm.  students with a parent will pur-
chase a bible ($25) at this time, and sign up for a home visit 
with Pastor Eric. 
 

8th & 9th GRADE CONFIRMATION 

SEPTEMBER 9th, 7:00 pm.  students with a parent will have 
their orientation night.  We’ll have some fun, get an overview 
of the coming year & meet with your small group guide. 
 

10th GRADE CONFIRMATION  

SEPTEMBER 23rd, 7:00 pm  students with a parent will have 
their introduction & information to the fall classes.  They will 
also be fitted for their Confirmation Robes.  You will begin 
Wed. night learning events on September 30th, 7pm. Meet in 
the youth room with your small group guide and Pastor Eric.   

Dairyland Conference Confirmation Kick-Off Event  
@ Eleva Lutheran 

Wednesday, September 16th, 5:30-8:00pm! 
 

 Confirmation groups from Mondovi to Osseo to Whitehall to 
Black River Falls will gather for a “Confirmation” Kick-Off event 
in Eleva , on Wednesday, September 16th, 5:30-8:00pm.  

Ephesians 4:32:   

“and be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, as God 

in Christ has forgiven you”---  

 

This is the Bible verse that was chosen as our theme verse for 
the 2015-16 Sunday School year.  The children will be asked to 
memorize all or part of this verse by the end of our school 
year.  We felt that these words would be important for our 
students to keep forever in their hearts.   
  

Rally Day is September 13th at Lunda Park.  The children will be 
able to register for Sunday School and meet their teachers. We 
have activities planned for the children after the service includ-
ing music with “Them Coulee Boys” and a Random Act of Kind-
ness community activity.  The first day of Sunday school classes 
at the church is September 20th.  We’re very happy to report 
that all of our teaching staff positions have been filled.  We’re 
so grateful to all those who have answered the call to nurture 
our children in their faith formation as teachers, music direc-
tors, accompanists, helpers, and substitute teachers. Installa-
tion of all Sunday school staff will be at the 8:00 church service 
on September 20th.  This year Kari Bue has accepted the posi-
tion of superintendent.  If you have questions or concerns 
about Sunday School, please contact her at (715) 284-0311.   
 

There will be a Sunday school kick-off meeting with all Sunday 
school teachers, music directors, helpers and substitute teach-
ers on September 16th at 5:30 in the Church atrium.  All teach-
ers will receive their curriculum, memory Sunday information, 
etc. at this time.   
  

Just a reminder that all Sunday school students in grade three 
through grade seven should bring their Bibles to class every 
Sunday.  It helps the class to run more smoothly if everyone 
has their own Bible. Our third graders will be receiving their 
Bibles on Reformation Sunday October 25th. 
  

Parents and our congregation made baptismal commitments 
to nurture the faith of our children. This partnership with par-
ents and our congregation needs to work together to keep 
those baptismal promises.  We are committed to providing a 
quality Christian education program during the Sunday school 
hour where our children and youth can grow in their relation-
ship with God.  It’s also important that faith and love are 
taught in the home by word and example. Faith formation 
should be a part of our children’s everyday living. We hope 
families can live out Christian practices together by praying, 
worshiping, singing, seeking justice, studying the Bible and 
caring for the earth.  Our children are sources of hope, joy, 
delight and also obligation.  It’s a good time of the year for all 
of us to recommit to worship and participation in the life of 
the church.  
 

                       Thank-you for your support. 
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Posted June 16, 2015 
through 

August 15, 2015 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of: Tom Ackerson 
 From: John & Sharon Lund 
In memory of:  Doris Brown 
 From: Ed & Doris Brudos, Larry & Georgia Button, Dar-
lene Dugan, Rodney & Ellen Gearing, Donald & Mary 
Glasenapp, Glen & Jan Goeman, Al & Gwyn Knutson, Bill & Di-
anne Marti, Lou & Nyla Musser, Jeri Muth, Margaret Severson, 
Richard & Charlene Stevens, Kathryn Torgerson, Troy & Mari-
anne Torkelson, David & Joy Fossum, Naomi Circle 
In memory of: Diane Johnson 
 From: Edsel Johnson 
In memory of: Eddie & Cora Johnson 
 From: Roger Johnson 
In memory of: Helen Meek 
 From: Lou & Nyla Musser 
In memory of: Jerry Paar 
 From: Larry & Georgia Button 
In memory of: James Steele (Betty Steele’s son) 
 From: Larry & Georgia Button,  
Dean & Delores Severson 
In memory of: Lorraine Ritland 
 From: Lou & Nyla Musser 
DONATIONS: 
 From: Verna Arndt, Roger & Thelma Wiste 
EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
In memory of: Lorraine Ritland 
 From: David & Mary Cooley 
In memory of: James Steele (Betty Steele’s son) 
 From: Sewing Circle, Millie Byrns 
KIDS OF THE KINGDOM 
 Donation:  Jim & Sonia Hicks 
UNDESIGNATED 
In memory of:  Doris Brown 
 From: Ronald & Brenda Hanson 
ALTAR GUILD 
In memory of:  Doris Brown 
 From: Paul & Barb Hanson 
 
 
 
 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage your 
gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for supporting 
this outreach ministry. 

Special Giving  
in September & October 

 
 

Look for the Red bordered “ELCA World Hunger” special giv-
ing envelope in your September/October envelope mailing.                                    

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

SEPTEMBER OCTOGENARIANS 

Rosella Kappen-September 18th 
 

Mavis Erickson-September 20th 
 

Doris Brudos-September 29th 

W/ELC Semi-annual Business 
Meeting Sept. 17th 6:30 pm 

 

This year’s semi-annual business 
meeting of the W/ELC will begin with a 
presentation by Diane Ross-Moen from 

the Boys and Girls Club regarding the activities and benefits of 
the Boys and Girls Club programs.  The business portion of the 
meeting  should be brief as we have only to approve the secre-
tary’s minutes and the treasurer’s report, and elect three mis-
sion action  (2 Justice, 1 Discipleship) chairpersons for the 
board.  The latest information  on the W/ELCA Synod gathering 
next April and the Triennial gathering in 2017 will be available 
and, since this is a women’s gathering after all, there will be 
coffee and dessert! 

SEWING CIRCLE NEWS 
 

As the goals of Sewing Circle in-
crease in number, and with confir-
mation students helping layout quilt 

squares, Sewing Circle is reaching out to you for assistance in 
finding people who might sew quilt top blocks at home or here 
at church.  We will work with both male and female.  Call with 
names of possible helpers and I will contact them.  Betty Steele, 
715-284-4430. 
 

Special Thank you 
 

An enthusiastic thank you for all the donations that show up for 
Sewing Circle.  Often names are not included so we can’t say 
thank you personally, but Sewing Circle wants you to know all 
donations are appreciated.  They help move our goals forward. 
 

Sewing Circle will meet the 2nd and 4th Thursday in Septem-
ber. 
 Thursday, September 10th, 1:00-4:00p 
 Thursday, September 24th, 1:00-4:00p 
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SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 
Annual Quilt And Antique Auction 

 

Saturday, September 12, 2015 starting at 10 am  
 

Come on down to Sugar Creek for great good, delightful fellow-
ship, and various auction items such as sports memorabilia, fur-
niture, fascinating antiques, and, of course, beautiful quilts!  You 
never know what you might find on a Sugar Creek auction!  Help 
support the ministry of Sugar Creek via this annual fundraiser; 
your support is what allows Sugar Creek to be the valuable min-
istry and beautiful place you know and love. We hope to see you 
there! 

5K TRAIL RUN AND FUN WALK 
SATURDAY, SEPT 12TH, 2015  -  8 AM 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH OUR 
 

ANNUAL QUILT/ANTIQUE AUCTION  
& NEW CRAFT FAIR 

  
REGISTRATION FORMS AT SUGARCREEKBIBLECAMP.ORG 

 

SCHEDULE FOR DAY:   
 

REGISTRATION FOR TRAIL RUN/WALK          7:00 AM – 8:00 AM 
5K TRAIL RUN AND FUN-WALK          8:00 AM 
QUILT/ANTIQUE AUCTION                             10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
COUNTRY STORE                  8:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
CRAFT FAIR                 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
 

SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 
13141 SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP ROAD 

FERRYVILLE, WI 54628 CAMP@SGRCREEK.ORG 
 

SEE OUR WEBSITE AT SUGARCREEKBIBLECAMP.ORG  
OR CALL FOR INFORMATION AT 608-734-3113 

Yesterday’s Youth 

SUGAR  CREEK BIBLE CAMP 
Monday, October 5, 2015 and  

Monday, December 7, 2015, 9 am to 2:30 pm 

Come for a great day of fellowship, programming and food! 
Call or email SCBC for reservations 608-734-3113 or 
camp@sugarcreek.org to reserve your space! 

mailto:CAMP@SGRCREEK.ORG


  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you September 3, 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

HATFIELD WORSHIP SERVICES 
  

 What a wonderful summer! 
The ELC sponsored outdoor worship 
service, held in the Russell Park picnic 
shelter in Hatfield, just completed the 
42nd year of outreach ministry! Many 

people working together keep this a vital and successful pro-
gram for our church and surrounding community. 
 Special thank-you’s go out to the eleven brave souls 
who provided leadership for the services throughout the sum-
mer. You all did a great job and we are so appreciative! And a 
big thank-you to the collection of wonderful cooks and bakers 
for providing our treats for coffee/fellowship time. Delicious! 
Several groups and individuals shared their musical gifts and 
talents to enhance our worship experience –Thank You! 
 And thanks to Pastor Eric Bakken, Pastor Barb Knutson 
for your services this summer. One huge THANK YOU goes to 
Scott Anderson for his commitment to the sound set-up every 
week.  
 Thanks to all for your gifts, your talents, your attend-
ance, and your prayers this summer!   

    Barb Olson-Louis, Worship Committee Chairperson 

 

Kids of the Kingdom (3yrs-2nd Gr.) meet Wednesdays at  
3:30 pm –Starting September 16th 
 
 

God’s Children (Gr. 3-6) meet Wednesdays at  
3:30pm-Starting September 2nd 
 
 

Tender Branches (Gr. 7-12) meet Wednesdays at  
6:00 pm-Starting September 2nd 
 
 

Evangelical Singers (Adults) meet Wednesdays at  
7:15 pm-Starting September 2nd 
 
 

Ringspiration Hand Bell Choir meet Wednesdays at  
6:00 pm-starting September 9th 
 


