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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY,  November 1st 
 

These services remind us of our human frailty and mortality in light of our faith in 

the resurrection of our risen Lord. In this service we name and remember the 

members of ELC who have died this past year and claim the promise of eternal life 

that is ours through the power of the cross and Christ’s victory over death. 

2016 Stewardship Theme: Giving Is an Act of Discipleship! 

Consecration Weekend: November 14th/15th 

 

This year our Stewardship Ministry theme is: “Giving is an act of discipleship!” This 
is exciting because what this means is that stewardship is an act of discipleship, 
and that means that giving is not about ‘paying the bills’ but it is the intimate con-
nection between how we handle our financial matters and our relationship with 
God.  

Consecration Weekend is November 14th/15th. To help us celebrate a THRIVENT 
Action Grant, applied for by ELC Stewardship Chairperson, Mr. Keith Brown, will 
provide pie following worship on Saturday night, and muffins/coffee/milk following 
worship on Sunday morning 
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Dear friends in Christ,   

Last month I attended a Change of Die 
Conference subtitled, “Money, Millenni-
als and Ministry Leadership” sponsored 

by the Siebert Lutheran Foundation. At the heart of the confer-
ence was the belief that the “greatest story ever told” is alive 
and well in our world, but that the issue for us might be our 
need to see if and how we might have gotten in the way of that 
story being told. 
There’s no doubt that the church needs to grow and face 
change in ways that are often difficult. As a congregation we 
need to learn to talk more about what God wants for and 
through us, rather than talking about what God wants from us. 
We need to explore what it means to be a disciple (a follower 
of Jesus) more than what it means to be a member of a congrega-

tion. 
 

In our country there are 6 generations. There are 83 million 
people called the millennial generation (born 1982-2000) and 
they’ve surpassed the baby boomers (born 1946-1964) as the 
largest generation in our society (76 million). According to the 
Siebert Foundation, millennials struggle with identity…are 
strongly drawn to urban areas…traditional membership models 
are meaningless to them…seek a sense of belonging first and 
foremost…are philanthropic but in a different way that their 
elders…and they can spot a fake a mile away.  
 

Studies show that 77% of millennials believe in God but don’t 
attend church in large numbers rather, they’re more likely to 
engage in independent spiritual practices. Research in 2014 
found that 59% of millennials who grew up in Christian church-
es end up walking away from their faith or the institutional 
church at some point in the first decade of adult life. 

The truth is…all 6 generations are noticing significant drops in 
religious affiliation. In 2013 it was reported that 50% of those 
who say they seldom or never attend religious services retain a 
specific religious affiliation, but that’s a 10% drop over the past 
5 years. 
 

One of the millennial speaks at the conference said, 
“millennials will not be coming back to our churches.” With 
that said, there were 4 themes that emerged consistently as 
best practices from ministry models with millennials that have 
been studied. 
 

First: millennials want to feel like they are accepted for who 
they are and sincerely welcomed into the group; second: they 
want opportunities to get involved directly in community ser-
vice and have a voice in how those efforts are created and im-
plemented; third: they want to know their contributions are 
valued in the worship community and they desire meaningful 
opportunities to lead; fourth: they value authenticity over per-
fection and will be turned off by worship communities that 
aren’t genuine in the welcome or relationships. 

Here at ELC our biggest generation mirrors our culture…we 
have close to 400 millennials on our membership files…with 
about 250 boomers and less than 200 in every other genera-
tion…AND…they are the least represented at worship. Despite 
this, the “greatest story ever told” will continue to be told in  
 

Council Meeting Minutes 
from October 13, 2015 

A  full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  Com-
mittees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be includ-
ed in the council packet to Wendy.  
 

 Finance Report:  Still behind $10 - $12, 000 in giving but 
we are currently @ 65% of the budget.  If need be, we do 
have Operating Reserves.  Motion to accept Jim, 2nd Kathy. 

 Building and Grounds:  No work has been done on Peggy 
Weise’s house, however there is an offer on it at this time.  
Both parties are waiting on the final home inspection re-
sults. 

 Parish Ed.:  The committee met earlier this evening.  Octo-
ber 25th will be a Milestone Ministry for the 3rd graders, 
who will receive their bibles at the 8 a.m. service.  Also, an 
affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) will be held that 
same day at the 10:30 service.  Parish Ed. is working on 
once a month Sunday Fun Days, involving all youth in the 
same activities…Cookies, ornaments, random acts of kind-
ness…etc. Dec. 4th will be a family event.  Confirmation 
interviews will be held on Oct. 18th. 

 Pastor Eric recommended that, as we begin building our 
Mission Plan for 2016, all committees should meet to de-
velop and submit any budget requests to the finance com-
mittee. 

 The Nominating Committee needs to meet and needs to 
gather candidates for council positions.  Terms ending this 
year are:  Jim Ritland and Keith Brown.  Neither are con-
tinuing on.  Also, Kathy’s term is up, as she took a one-
year appointment to fill the Youth and Family position.  
Next year’s terms ending are Paul Hanson with Gifts and 
Memorials, Jeff Stear with Building and Grounds, and the 
Witness Committee, which is vacant. 

 As an after-thought, a motion was made to authorize Jeff 
Stear to sign any documents as they relate to the sale of 
Peggy Weise’s property.  Motion Louise, 2nd Perry.  Ap-
proved. 

 
Next meeting, Tuesday, November 10th 

this world. Our call is to not be afraid to look and see what God 
is doing in the world…and then decide if we want to be a part 
of it. Congregations who look only to themselves…at their own 
needs…their own four walls…will eventually die, but those who 
learn to experience worship outside those four walls…who en-
gage in social ministry…who develop a climate of discipleship 
rather than one of membership…who are open to creating are-
nas of questioning and open dialog about faith and how it re-
lates to everyday life…and those that embrace change and are 
willing to create a ‘holy discontent’ within their ranks…might 
just be surprised at what God has in store for them. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 
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Octogenarian Birthdays! 
 

November 6 Arlene Rudolph 

November 16 Edsel Johnson 

November 28 Virginia Myher 

November 29 Thomas Johnson 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 

To the many women and men, from 
young to old, who worked to make 
our W/ELC Harvest Dinner a resound-
ing success.  The food was good, the 

baked goods were wonderful, the number of contributions we 
received for the Silent Auction were more abundant than we 
could have hoped for, and the camaraderie enjoyed with our 
friends and neighbors was truly special. Thank You, again, for 
making this a memorable evening. 

W/ELCA Thank You boxes for 2016 are 
available in the narthex.  Thank You box-
es are for recognition of the blessings 
we receive, large and small, on a daily 
basis.  Our contributions are sent to the 
W/ELCA national office, along with those 
from other churches, and are used to support special projects 
like buying bed nets to prevent malaria and educational pro-
jects like advancing the case for racial equality. If you have not 
turned in your 2015 Thank You box you can turn it in to the 
office or put in the basket in the narthex.  

The Sewing Circle will meet the 2nd and 3rd Thursday’s in No-
vember.  November 12th & November 19th.  The Sewing Circle 
will not meet in December. 

WELA Misssion Action Committee 
 Is and awesome sight to witness the many cheerful workers, 
gathering, sorting and packing the Lutheran World Relief mis-
sion kits in preparation for shipping.  The members of ELC in-
deed have been generous with both their gifts and time.  Rob-
ert Barrett Brownig wrote “How do I love thee, let me count 
the ways.”  These mission kits and quilts, the multiple hours 
and donations are among the ways we share God’s love 
throughout the world.   
 

Throughout the past year the mission action committee and 
sewing circle have asked for your help and support putting to-
gether quilts and kits for Lutheran World Relief.  This year on 
Oct. 10, Scott Bluedorn and Dave Dettinger delivered our dona-
tions to La Crosse.  104 School kits, 58 Personal Care kits, 35 
Baby care kits and 117 bars of soap.  These donations added to 
those of other area churches are packed onto a train car and 
continue on their way to the Lutheran World Relief warehouse.   
 

The sewing circle provided the majority of diapers and receiv-
ing blankets for these kits as well as the many quilts they spent 
unfathomable hours cutting and stitching. 
 

We trust that God’s love will go wherever each kit or quilt is 
sent.  They are a blessing to all who receive them.   
 

Thanks you all for sharing your Christian love through your gifts. 
WELCA Mission Action Committee 

Slowing Time:  Seeing the Sacred Out-
side Your Kitchen Door is a collection of 
meditations inviting readers to seek and 
find the divine in ordinary moments and 
live an examined life where everything is 
a form of prayer.  The author, Barbara 
Mahany, believes the sacred is all 

around us, within a finger's reach.  She emphasizes making 
room for God and illuminating the "Godly specks" in everyday 
life through the simple art of paying attention, of savoring the 
moment, and of practicing stillness.  This book was mentioned 
by the Rev. Liv Larson Andrews in the Gather magazine. She is 
the author of the three session Bible study in the Gather maga-
zine this fall emphasizing "slow faith."  This book was given to 
the library in memory of Savel Hyytinen by her friends in the 
ELC Sewing Circle. 
 

God's Dream is a beautifully illustrated children's book with a 
wonderful message.  This book is a collaboration between the 
Nobel Prize winner, Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the interna-
tionally known author, Douglas Carlton Abrams.  It is an excel-
lent book for families and friends to share together. It speaks 
of Archbishop Tutu's unique message of forgiveness and empa-
thy and the pathway of joy that follows.  Even young readers 
will be able to understand this message as it is written and il-
lustrated in God's Dream.    



  EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH       NOVEMBER 2015      4   

November Worship Schedule 

October 31st/November 1st – All Saints Sunday/Weekend 
November 14th/15th – Consecration Sunday/Weekend 

November 21st/22nd – Christ the King Sunday/Weekend 
November 25th @ 7pm – Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

November 28th/29th – 1st Sunday of Advent/Weekend 

SALVATION ARMY  

BELL RINGERS NEEDED! 
 

November 20th @ Gordy’s 

November 27th/28th @ Wal-Mart (Pharmacy Door)                    

& Gordy’s Market 
 

It is that time of the year that we naturally are aware of all that 
we have to be thankful for, and for the joy that comes in the 
giving of gifts.  This year our congregation has again been 
asked to “ring the bell” for Salvation Army on Friday, Novem-
ber 20th @ Gordy’s and then again Friday/Saturday, November 
27th/28th at both Wal-Mart (Pharmacy door) and Gordy’s.  
You can sign-up on the Salvation Army sheets found in the 
church narthex.  This is a wonderful way to give thanks for all 
that we have received, and to give a gift to many who in this 
season are truly in need of the support that comes through 
generous support. 

“animate FAITH” 
Four Week Course: November 

(hosted by Church Council & Peer Ministers) 
 

animate FAITH is an adult education course that explores cen-
tral topics of Christianity, bringing together young contempo-
rary leading ELCA voices to create an accessible, captivating 
exploration of big questions of the Christian faith that's de-
signed to spark conversation. 

The ELC Church Council and Peer Ministry team invite you to 
join them for seven weeks of food, fellowship and conversation 
exploring the church of the 21st century, where it is at, and 
where it is going. 

THRIVENT Financial has provided an Action Team Grant to cov-
er the cost of the video DVD which the course uses to spark 
conversation, and funding for refreshments for the first couple 
of weeks. 

The course will meet in the ELC Atrium @ 9:20-10:15, Sunday, 
November 1, 8, 15 & 29. It will not meet on Christ the King Sun-
day (November 22nd). All are welcome. 

ELC Named TOP 50 Congregation 
 

 This past week the ELCA sent a Certificate of Appreciation to 
ELC naming us a ‘TOP 50 Congregation’ nationwide in our par-
ticipation in the ELCA Malaria Campaign. There are almost 
11,000 ELCA congregations. Over the past five years ELCA has 
given $32,510.43 to the ELCA Malaria Campaign and Bed-net 
ministry.  Pastor Ramie, Synod Malaria Coordinator in the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, presenting ELCA Certificate of 
recognition to Council President, Jeff Stear. 

Worship Assistants Needed!  
 

Families or individuals are needed to help with 
ushering, greeting and/or reading lessons for 
any of the three worship services.  You may 
choose as many or as few times you’d be able to 
assist.  The schedule is flexible.  All are welcome 
to volunteer and be a part of worship.   If you 
are interested, please contact Wendy at the 
office.  Thank you in advance for your services. 

ELC & Boys & Girls Club of Jackson County 

Pastor Eric and Jan Goeman presented Diane Ross and ELC 
Boys & Girls Club members Gerald Redbird & Vince Overlien 
along with other kids from the Boys & Girls Club a donation 
check in the amount of $2,405.89 from ELC’s Missions Golf 
Tournament this year in August. 



  EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH      NOVEMBER  2015               5

 

Ephesians 4:32:   

“and be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, as God 

in Christ has forgiven you”---  

Sunday School is going well.  We are very grateful for the dedi-
cated teachers and helpers who have answered the call to 
teach our children. This year our curriculum materials are fo-
cusing on Old Testament Bible stories during the first semes-
ter.  We will be focusing on New Testament stories during the 
second semester. 

 We will be changing the current policy on Sunday School 
attendance- currently if the child brings in a bulletin from 
another church for the week they missed it will changes 
their absent status to present, this will still be in effect.  It 
was discussed at the Parish Ed meeting, and it will now be, 
they can get a bulletin from our church signed the Pastor 
after church service and bring it to their Sunday School 
teacher to be counted present for that week.  OR, they can 
request the work packet for the work they will miss or 
missed, bring it back finished and have their absent status 
changed.   

 There will be a Christmas tree going up (mid November)  in 
entry way of the education wing, we will have ornaments 
with small gift ideas to be donated to the residents of area 
nursing homes.  Kids and adults are encouraged to take an 
ornament (s) home, purchase the item (s) and bring them 
back to put under the tree. This goes along with our 
memory verse for the year "Be kind to one another, ten-
derhearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also 
has forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32" The Sunday School chil-
dren will be making other ornaments to decorate the tree 
with, if anyone has ornaments or lights that they would 
like to donate to the tree please have them contact Kari 
Bue. 

 The preschool through second grade music group will be 
singing at the 10:30 church service on November 15th.   

 Third graders through seventh graders need to bring their 
Bibles to class.  The class goes more smoothly if everyone 
has their Bible. 

 Advent programs are scheduled for Sunday, December 
20th.  Pre-K-2nd grade at 9:15 & Grades 3-6 at 10:30      

ELC Peer Ministry Retreat 

Saturday, December 5th @ UW LaCrosse 

8th/9th Grade Confirmation News 

Our learning events continue on the Lord’s Prayer through the 
month of November.  Remember that we will not have class on 
November 25th, so that students and their families may attend 
worship on Thanksgiving Eve.  

Congratulations to all of our 3rd graders 
who received a bible on Reformation Sunday, 
October 25th: Zackery Bryan, Connor Carlson, 
David Jacobs, Noah Larkin, Vince Overlien 

Blessings to all of our tenth grade Confirmands; Ethan Ander-
son, Benjamin Bluedorn, Matthew Collins, Kaitlyn Gilbertson, 
Kaytlin Johnson, Katlyn Leadholm, Kimberly Leadholm, Caleb 
Marecek, Christian Moen, Tillie Moldenhauer, Ashley Overlien, 
Wyatt Overlien, Sunny Rufsholm, Abraham Severson, Devon 
Stenulson, Nash Voge, Reese Vold, Allison Zillmer, who 
affirmed their baptism on Reformation Sunday, October 25th.   
 

A special thank you to Annette Marecek, Ellen Moldenhauer, 
Beth Overlien, Tammy Overlien, Jody Vold & Lara Zillmer  their 
confirmation guides who have accompanied these youth in 
their faith journey. 

Support Peer Ministry ~ Provide a Lunch!  
Please consider supporting our Peer Ministry Team by provid-
ing a lunch for 12 people. Our Peer Ministers meets the 
1st Sun. of the month @ 11:45 following 10:30am service, for 
faith formation, ministry planning and prayer. If interested call 
Wendy @ the office to be placed on the schedule. Meals are 
still needed for Jan. 3rd, March 6th.  

2015 Graduate Photos @ the office 
 

Students and/or Parents of any 2015 High School Graduates 
please stop by the office to pick up your photos from the High 
School Graduation Milestone photo board from June.  We still 
have photos for the following: Brandon Drangstveit, Callie 
Kinser, Jennifer Malchow, Ryan Millis, Kaitlyn Noggle, Sierra 
Peterson,  Shenoa Simonson.  
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Posted SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 
through 

OCTOBER 15, 2015 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of:  Doris Brown  
 From: Clint & Jean Helland 
Donation From: Naomi Circle 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In memory of: Gerald Laabs 
 From: Paul & Barb Hanson, Nancy Laabs, friends & 
family, Howard & Dorothy Halvorson 
 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

 

Special Offering 

For November/December 
 

The ELC Special Offering for November/December is “Bed-nets” 
which are used in Sub-Saharan Africa to protect families as 
they sleep from Malaria carrying mosquitos. You can purchase 
a $10 bed-net by using the special offering envelope in your bi-
monthly mailing, or stopping by the church office. Each $10 
donation will purchase one bed-net and will place a corre-
sponding ornament on the bed-net tree located in the ELC Atri-
um during the Advent season. This is one of those special offer-
ings where you know that your gift literally saves lives. 

Enjoy the Convenience of  
Electronic Giving 

 

Evangelical Lutheran wants to remind you that we offer elec-
tronic giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. 
Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation 
members and provides much-needed donation consistency for 
our congregation. 
 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from 
your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 
 

Online Giving lets you go to www.brfelc.org at any time to set 
up an automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, 
make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  
As you contemplate future contributions, please consider elec-
tronic giving. Authorization forms and additional information are 
available from the church office. 

Don’t Be Left Out!  ELC sends a weekly email update.  Subscribe 
by sending your email address to Wendy at officemanag-
er@brfelc.org or calling 715-284-4213.  This is an eco-friendly 
way to share announcements and news of activities at church.  
You have the option to opt in or out at any time.   

TIS THE SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP AND GRATITUDE  

If you are a Thrivent Financial member with Choice Dollars to 
direct, you can help our church continue its ministry here and 
reach out to the greater community.   

Simply direct Choice Dollars to EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH.  We plan to use these grant funds to continue our 
church ministry. 

You can make your direction online at Thrivent.com or call 
Thrivent at 800-847-4836, and say “Thrivent Choice” after the 
prompt.   

The Thrivent Choice charitable grant program lets eligible 
Thrivent members recommend where some of Thrivent’s char-
itable dollars are distributed.  So far this year, churches nation-
wide have received more the $23 million in charitable grant 
funds as a result of the Thrivent Choice program. 

To see if you are eligible to participate or have questions, call 
Thrivent toll-free at 800-847-4836. 



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you October 28, 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

November 25th, 7:00 pm 

 
While North Americans celebrate one day of thanksgiving each 
year, Christians gather weekly if not more frequently to give 
thanks and praise to God for all that God has done.  Out of 
God’s abundant grace we find our true reason to give thanks.  
Come, gather, sing, hear the word of hope, pray and celebrate 
that which lies at the heart of true thanksgiving. 

 

  

Our Saviors Lutheran Church 
100 S. State Street 

Hixton, WI 
 

Oyster Stew & Chili Supper 
November 5, 2015 , 5:00-7:00 pm 

                  Adults: $8, Youth 5-12: $4, 4 & under:  Free 

 
 

 
 
 

 
HOLIDAY TEA 

 – hosted by the Partners of BRMH 
Thursday, November 19, 2015, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Black 

River Memorial Hospital.  All the holiday favorites, including 
the tea table, raffles, love lights, featured artists (vendors), 

gift shop holiday items and of course a visit by Santa! 
 


