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Christmas Eve – Thursday, December  24th  

Candle Light Services 

4:00pm   6:00pm 

 Christmas Day – Friday, December, 25th 

9:00am (Holy Communion) 

Sunday, Dec. 27th @ 9:00am 

Service of Lessons & Carols 

ADVENT VESPERS 
Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm    Soup @ 6:00pm 

December 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd  
 

 Advent Vespers is a short 45-minute service of song, 
readings, candles, prayer and reflection using Holden 
Evening Prayer as the service format. Offerings will be 
directed to Malawi Famine Relief. Following worship, a 
simple soup supper will be served. In the midst of the 
fast paced rhythm of this time of year, Advent Vespers 
has been a helpful way for many of our members to set aside a time to 
meditate and reflect upon the true essence of the season. 

“PushPay” Electronic Giving Kiosk 
Giving Options Grow @ ELC 

 

We will have a new way to give! ELC has partnered with 
“PushPay” through a division called eChurchGiving to open up 
the opportunity for anyone, anywhere to make a donation to 
ELC by: 1.) using the Giving Kiosk that will be located in the 
church narthex; 2.) making a donation online through the web-
site brfelc.org; 3.) mobile giving through a custom ELC phone 

app.  There will be app options for both Apple & Android products available in 
their respective stores; 4.) or mobile giving through a text message.  We antici-
pate these services being available sometime during Advent.   
 

Please watch the church bulletin for more information, or better yet, sign up for 
eNews by emailing Wendy at the church office. (officemanger@brfelc.org) Your 
gifts to the ministry of ELC are appreciated. 

mailto:officemanger@brfelc.org
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November 10th Council Highlights 

A  full council packet is kept on file in the 
church library.  Committees, please re-

member to turn in your minutes to be included in the council 
packet to Wendy.  
 

 With Wendy’s expertise, Council is exploring new forms of 
Electronic Giving.  Several providers are currently being 
researched to determine what best fits our congregation’s 
needs. 

 ELC has been approached to consider utilizing our Sunday 
School wing as a warming center for the homeless.  A con-
siderable number of observers to the council meeting 
shared their concerns with this proposal.  Feasibility issues 
involving shared space/time, facility design, safety, and 
qualified staffing were some of the major talking points.  
No decision has been made to date. 

 Building and Grounds reports that Peggy Weise’s property 
has been sold.  Also, B & G will be installing a donated 
washer and dryer in the kitchen area, and the committee 
continues to move forward on the new locks and comput-
erized security system.  Price quotes have been received 
to replace inefficient windows in stairwells and to con-
struct a storage shed.  The Iverson Trust has graciously 
funded these.   

 The Nominating Committee is looking for people moved to 
serve their congregation on council.  Several seats are 
open at this time.  Speak to any current council member 
or Pastor Eric. 

 

ELC Council meets again December 8th at 7:00 p.m. 

Dear friends in Christ,   
 

Here is a good question for us to consider this holiday sea-
son…what does the coming of Christ in our midst mean for 
us? Throughout the ages when the church has talked of the 
return of Christ, they thought of a great day of judgment. 
Today this notion seems almost foreign to us, or at least, far 
from what Christmas has become. For the notion of judg-
ment seems to lead us to ask questions we are not all too 
comfortable asking, such as, are we prepared to receive 
Christ, and are we even capable of doing so? 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his reflection on Revelation 3:20 asks, 
“Have we become so accustomed to the idea of divine love 
and of God’s coming at Christmas, that we no longer feel the 
shiver of fear that God’s coming should arouse in us?” Well, 
maybe shiver we should!  
 

The witness of scriptures repeated over the years, reveals 
that the places where God is most active in the world, are 
those places which have known human suffering most inti-
mately. This means there is and will be until the 2nd coming, 
an inextricable connection between the manger in Bethle-
hem and the cross at Golgotha. 
 

It is in fact most likely true that until we have felt the ‘shiver’ 
that Bonhoeffer speaks of, that we will struggle to see God’s 
incomparable goodness in this world. If we do not fear that 
there is something real in this world that seeks to do us 
harm, then we will struggle to see our need for a savior, and 
the coming of Christ in our midst will hold for us little true 
value. 
 

Advent is a time of waiting and it is a time for holy reflection. 
When Jesus proclaims, “Behold, I make all things new,” he is 
telling us that our whole life is advent. Life finds it meaning in 
the waiting for the power of God at work in this world to lay 
its claim upon us. What does Christ’s coming in our midst 
mean for us? It means that God has come to save us from not 
only this world, but from ourselves. Amen. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

2015 is wrapping up and just around the corner 
is ELC’s Annual Report deadline.  2015 Annual 
Meeting will be held Sunday, January 31st  The 
annual report  must be available to the congre-
gation by January 17th.  Therefore, your help in 
getting the office your annual report as soon as 
possible is greatly appreciated.  Electronically is 
the preferred way, but we will take other forms 
too.  Thank you in advance! 

2016 Stewardship Report 
“God’s Mission in the World  

has a Church” 
This year’s Stewardship Ministry theme is: “Giving is an act 
of discipleship!” This means that stewardship is all about the 
intimate connection between how we handle our financial 
matters and our relationship with God. At this time ELC has 
received 115 pledges. In past years by the end of the year we 
typically receive between 150-170 pledges. 
The gift of a pledge is of great benefit to the mission of God 
that we seek to be a part of, in that it helps to guide our 
planning for the best use of the resources God provides. It is 
a dependable way for us to set our congregational mission 
plan (budget) as we’ve discovered that pledging works. In 
past years 99% of what is pledged is received, and most peo-
ple who pledge usually exceed their pledge. This seems to 
reinforce the idea that those who pledge see their act of 
pledging as a spiritual matter and a reflection of their rela-
tionship with God. 
Our pledges are a reflection of faith, they are a witness to 
God’s grace, and they provide for us a spiritual discipline that 
helps us to serve God through the life of faith we share to-
gether as the people of God. 
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Year-End Planning-All W/ELC Committees need to have their 
year-end reports (2016 activities/accomplishments/special ac-
tions) completed on or before December 17th.  They can be 
turned in at the board meeting that night or dropped off any-
time before that in the W/ELC mail slot at the church. 

The joy of working with others, along with contributing a useful 
item quite simply sums up what Sewing Circle is about.   
 

The group has sent off 104 quilts to Lutheran World Relief and 
will donate another 100 quilts to Project Christmas. 
 

The beauty in the color blocks arranged in an artistic design 
delights as a quilt is laid out. 
 

An additional 50 have been designed and tied and sewed for 
many local uses.  This represents the total of our goal for 2015. 
 

The base of our material comes in as donations by congrega-
tional members in the form of sheets and left over material—
we thank you.  The women of ELC budget the cost of the 
batting—we thank them. 
 

We start over with a new goal in January 2016.  You are invit-
ed—come join us.   
 

 ~Merry Christmas from Sewing Circle 
 

  Beginning Quilting Schedule for 2016 
January 14th & 28th 

February 11th & 25th 
Sewing Circle does NOT meet in December 

 
 

 

Octogenarian Birthdays! 

Irene Torkelson December 3rd 

Berton Sherman December 8th 

Beverly Hagen December 11th 

Maralyn Laudon December 13th 

Avriel Waughtal December 24th 

Sarah Callisto December 27th 

Marie Marecek December 30th 

The December W/ELC Board Meeting-has been scheduled for 
the third Thursday, the 17th at 5:30 in the church library.  The 
primary topic of discussion will be our 2016 budget and action 
plans.  Any member or committee who would like to present a 
special or new 2016 budget request for consideration can ei-
ther bring it to the board meeting or drop off a written request 
and explanation in the W/ELC mail slot at the church (in the 
closet at the end of the upstairs office hallway) on or before 
the 17th. 

Christmas at the Book Nook   
 

From greeting cards to hymnals, from napkins to 
dishcloths, the Book Nook has a nice selection of 
items to choose from for many of your Christmas 
needs.  There is a special Christmas Card display with several 
different styles of cards to choose from for your Christmas 
greeting.  Stop by the Book Nook, located in the Gathering 
Room by the office, and take a look at all we have to offer! 

Check Out Our Library in December 
 

We have a nice collection of Christmas 
books in our library for children and 
adults.  Stop by and check out the selec-
tion.  It's very easy to check out books 
at our ELC library.  Just fill out the card 
in back of the book and leave it in the 
metal box by the bookshelves.  Keep 
the book for two weeks and return it.  
The library is available for checking out books whenever the 
church is open. We use the honor system. 
 

Several adult titles are listed here, but there are more on the 
shelves in a separate Christmas section. 
Christmas After All - Great Depression Diary of Minnie Swift 
Shepherds Abiding by Jan Karon 
Christmas List by Richard Paul Evans 
The Christmas Box by Richard Paul Evans 
The Christmas Barn by C.L. Davis 
The Christmas Quilt by Thomas J. Davis 
Christmas on the Prairie-four stories full of Christmas nostalgia 
The Christmas Glass Marci Alborghetti 
 

 Several children's Christmas titles are listed here, but we have 
several more on our shelves. Reading picture books to young 
children is a great way to share the Christmas story and the sea-
son with your children. 
Christmas Day in the Morning by Pearl S. Buck 
The Little Shepherd's Christmas by Carol Heyer 
Angels, Angels Everywhere by Tomie DePaola 
Miracle in a Shoebox by Franklin Graham 
Welcome the Baby Jesus by Joy Hutchinson 
The Three Gifts by Kathie Lee Gifford 
The Savior God Sent by Kelly A. Rainbolt 
The Friendly Beasts based on the traditional Christmas carol 
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Generosity.  As Americans we are decidedly above average 
when it comes to gift giving at Christmas time. According to 
Gallup's latest update of Americans' 2015 holiday spending 
intentions finds U.S. adults planning to spend $830 on Christ-
mas gifts this year, on average. That is up sharply from the 
$720 recorded a year ago.  
 

My question, is this kind of spending generosity, or simply our 
need to consume? Hopefully it is the former, but I fear it is the 
latter. 
 

But, there are alternatives and Christmas is a great time of year 
to practice generosity.  
 

When I served in my former congregation I would encourage 
them to cut their Christmas present shopping in half, and give 
away the other half! 
 

HERE ARE FOUR IDEAS FOR A GENEROUS CHRISTMAS: 
 

Gift a gift to the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
(LIRS). This ministry serves people around the world and is an 
exceptional organization. Their mission is that: All migrants and 
refugees are protected, embraced and empowered in a world 
of just and welcoming communities. Go to their website: 
LIRS.org and click donate. 
 

Give a gift to Malawi Famine Relief. Ask your pastor or church 
administrator how to make this gift to relieve the hunger of our 
brothers and sisters in Malawi. This is an immediate need and 
your generosity will save lives! 
 

Give to God's Global Barnyard. This is a great way to bring 
food, hope and love around the world. This is a ministry of our 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Every year Diane and I 
make a gift through this wonderful site. Simple Google ELCA 
Good Gifts or, God's Global Barnyard and follow the instruc-
tions. Or, ask your church to order the catalogs and have them 
available around your church. 
 

Give to Your Church!  Make a generous gift to your local con-
gregation. Give to the ministry in general or, select a special 
ministry that touches your heart. Make the gift in honor of 
someone or in memory of someone who has touched your 
faith. Gifts to our churches this time of year bring joy and 
hope! 
 

Please, be generous this year!  It will be the best gift you may 
give to yourself! 

 

 

 

For God so Loved the World 

 He Gave His Only Son… 

A Christmas Message from Bishop Hoyme 

Famine in Malawi 
Letter from Bishop Hoyme 

 
 

To the Saints of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 

 The Northwest Synod Malawi Famine Relief team is urging 
all of the congregations within the synod to participate in the 
Malawi Famine Relief appeal. Malawi is experiencing ex-
treme famine conditions and the anticipated height of the 
crisis will be November 2015-March 2016. Funds for famine 
relief will be collected through March, 2016. 

As of October, 2015 there were 2,800,000 people starving in 
Malawi according to the UN Food Bank. It is anticipated that 
the food sources growing around the villages will be deplet-
ed as the famine progresses. In the urban capital of Lilong-
we, many will be left with one meal a day which is far more 
than what many throughout Malawi will have. Maize or corn 
is being rationed from government feeding centers at exorbi-
tant costs. Many of these centers are a far walk, and the 
maize is unaffordable.  

 This is a dire situation. Malnutrition and starvation cause 
physical and developmental damage. Please help the saints 
of our accompanying church. All funds that are raised in this 
appeal will be sent to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Malawi, and they will administer these gifts for hunger relief.  

 How congregations participate is solely up to each congre-
gation. Some may want to put on dinners, do noisy offerings, 
match church supper admission prices, silent auctions or 
come up with unique ideas to share.      

Thank You and God Bless, 
Rev. Rick Hoyme 
Bishop, NW Synod of WI 

Advent Vespers Soup Supper 
Volunteers are needed to prepare soups, sandwiches or work 
in the kitchen.  Sign up sheets are in the narthex if you are able 
to help out.   

ADVENT VESPERS & SOUP SUPPERS 
Offerings to benefit the MALAWI FAMINE RELIEF 

http://lirs.org
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Ephesians 4:32:   

“and be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, as God 

in Christ has forgiven you”---  

Support Peer Ministry ~ Provide a Lunch!  
Please consider supporting our Peer Ministry Team by provid-
ing a lunch for 12 people. Our Peer Ministers meets the 
1st Sun. of the month @ 11:45 following 10:30am service, for 
faith formation, ministry planning and prayer. If interested call 
Wendy @ the office to be placed on the schedule. Meals are 
still needed for Jan. 3rd, March 6th.  

DECEMBER CONFIRMATION NEWS 

8th and 9th grade students are reminded of these upcoming 
events: 
 

Advent Vespers:  Wednesdays in December at 5:15 pm, fol-
lowed by soup supper.  Yes, you can worship and turn in wor-
ship notes for attending Advent Vespers.  You can also volun-
teer as a small group to provide/serve soup super as a service 
project. 
 

December 8th or 10th:  Students will be participating in Pro-
ject Christmas at the Armory at 6pm.  Check with your small 
group guide to be sure you know what day your group will 
participate. 
 

Looking ahead:  The 8th/9th grade retreat at Sugar Creek Bible 
Camp is set for January 29th/30th at 5pm & return the 30th, 
4pm.  Cost is $25.  Students will get a registration form on Jan-
uary 6th and will need to return it on January 13th. 

 

 Thank you to anyone that purchased cookies from the 
Sunday School Cookie Day! We sold all our cookies and 
hope you enjoyed them as much as we enjoyed deco-
rating them!  

 

 For Advent the children will be making paper chains to 
help the countdown to Christmas.  Each day they take a 
link off their chain to find a "RACK" (Random Act of 
Christmas Kindness) on it, they are encouraged to help 
spread the Christmas spirit by carrying out that act of 
kindness, whether it be saying a prayer for those in 
need, giving up their spot in line, or leaving a happy note 
for a stranger to find.  We hope that the recipients find 
God's love and blessings and share it with others.  Ephe-
sians 4:32 "Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, for-
giving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you" 
We encourage our congregation to join with us and do 
Random Acts of Christmas Kindness as well! 

 Advent Programs are Coming Up! 
        Grades Pre K-2nd:  Sunday, December 20th @ 9:15 am 
        Grades 3rd-6th:  Sunday, December 20th @ 10:30 am 
 

 Reminder there will be no Sunday School on Sunday, 
December 27 or January 3, 2016. 

 

Have a peace filled and blessed holiday as we share the joy of 
our Savior's birth.  

FREE BABYSITTING!  Parents' Night Out 

December 4th from 5-9pm parents are invited to drop their 
kids off for an evening for fun! Perfect for parents to do a little 
Christmas shopping, wrapping of presents, or just enjoy a few 
hours to themselves! Kids will enjoy the evening with supper, 
crafts, movies, and games.  Peer ministers and adult supervi-
sion will be provided. Please register by November 29 by filling 
out forms available in the Sunday School entry way.  For addi-
tional information please contact Kari Bue (715) 896-6849.  

Millennial Summit: Soup & Conversation 

Monday, December 28, 12:00pm @ Molly’s 

ELC would like to invite all Millennials in our congregation 
and their friends (persons born between1982-2000) to come 
and share a bowl of soup, and some conversation with re-
gards to a four page report developed by the Siebert Luther-
an Foundation entitled: Engaging Millennials in Ministry. 
This report reflects on the complex attitudes and trends mil-
lennials express towards spirituality, religion and faith. The 
cost of soup will be covered by an Action Grant provided by 
THRIVENT Financial for Lutherans, applied for by Rev. Ramie 
Bakken. 
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Posted SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 
through 

OCTOBER 15, 2015 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of:  Brian Atkinson  
 From: Larry & Georgia Button, David & Joy Fossum, 
Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Duane & Carol Hanson, Roger & 
Donna Thompson 
In memory of:  Bob Austin  
 From: Charlotte Thompson, David & Joy Fossum 
Donation From: Roger & Thelma Wiste 
GOD’S CHILDREN 
In memory of: Ramona Duxbury (Jeff Duxbury’s mother) 
 From: Everett & Alice Larkin 
TENDER BRANCHES 
In memory of: Heather Bluedorn’s Father 
 From: Lou & Nyla Musser 
ALTAR GUILD 
In memory of:  Bob Austin  
 From: Gary & Caroline Olson 
UNDESIGNATED 
In memory of:  Bob Austin  
 From: Luann Aschenbrenner 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

 

Special Offering 

For November/December 
 

The ELC Special Offering for November/December is “Bed-nets” 
which are used in Sub-Saharan Africa to protect families as 
they sleep from Malaria carrying mosquitos. You can purchase 
a $10 bed-net by using the special offering envelope in your bi-
monthly mailing, or stopping by the church office. Each $10 
donation will purchase one bed-net and will place a corre-
sponding ornament on the bed-net tree located in the ELC Atri-
um during the Advent season. This is one of those special offer-
ings where you know that your gift literally saves lives. 

Don’t Be Left Out!  ELC sends a weekly email update.  Subscribe 
by sending your email address to Wendy at officemanag-
er@brfelc.org or calling 715-284-4213.  This is an eco-friendly 
way to share announcements and news of activities at church.  
You have the option to opt in or out at any time.   

Those wishing to beautify the church by placing a poinsettia in 
memory or in honor of someone, be sure to notify the church 
office by December 14th so that we may include your name in 
the Christmas bulletin.  Remember, the church does not place 
the orders.  You are responsible for ordering your own plants.  
Plants may be delivered or dropped off at the church starting  
December 14th to ensure the plants stay fresh.  Thank you! 

Worship Assistants Needed!  
 

Families or individuals are needed to help with 
ushering, greeting and/or reading lessons for 
any of the three worship services.  You may 
choose as many or as few times you’d be able to 
assist.  The schedule is flexible.  All are welcome 
to volunteer and be a part of worship.   If you 
are interested, please contact Wendy at the 
office.  Thank you in advance for your services. 



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you November 25, 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 
 
 
 

CHAIR YOGA CLASSES TO START IN JANUARY! 
 

Becky Windsor, PTA, Group Fitness Instructor and Personal 
Trainer at Black River Memorial Hospital, will be conducting 
another 8-week chair yoga class, starting January 11, 2016!  
The classes will be held at Evangelical Lutheran Church on 
Mondays, January 11th – February 29th, from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.  
 

 Chair based yoga is designed for persons with physical or 
health limitations that make it difficult to participate in stand-
ing activities. Windsor says, “This class will focus on breathing, 
range of motion, posture and promoting well-being.”  No 
equipment will be needed. Chairs will be provided.  Interested 
participants should RSVP to the Black River Memorial Hospital 
Rehabilitation Department by calling 715-284-1330. Same day 
registrations are acceptable. Space is limited  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

ADVENT PROGRAMS 
 

Grades Pre K-2nd 

Sunday, December 20th @ 9:15 am 

Grades 3rd-6th 

Sunday, December 20th @ 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

God’s Children 
Wednesday, December 9th, 

 3:30-4:45 pm 
 

Tender Branches 

Sunday, December 20th 

6:00-8:00 pm 
 


