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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

Ash Wednesday Service  
Feb. 10th @ 7pm 

With Holy Communion 
 

Lenten Mid-Week Services 
(Feb. 17th,  24th, March 2nd,  9th, 16th) 

Worship @ 5:15pm   
 

Soup Supper @ 6pm 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  
Text  to Give “brfelc” to “77977” 
 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship:  

“Open My Life, Lord” 

Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm beginning 

 February 17
th

 

Our mid-week Lenten series this year will focus 
on ways that God is active in our world and in 
our lives, opening us up to God’s vision of 
grace. Each week biblical passages and 
hymns will cast light on the ways in which God 

opens our eyes, hands, ears, heart, and life as we live out our baptis-
mal calling. The service will be shaped by prayer, music, and time for 
reflection. A simple soup supper will follow each Lenten mid-week ser-
vice. 

2015 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jeff Stear  
Vice President 
Keith Brown  

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis  

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson, Jr. 

Council 
Perry Bue 

Kathy Goodenough 
Paul Hanson  
Jim Ritland  
Louise Voss 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Rev. Barbara Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodian 

Paul Anderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 
Sunday School Superintendent 

Kari Bue 

New Member Classes 

Sunday, February 7th/14th @ 9:30am 

Have you been attending ELC and thinking about membership? This class is 
for you. Plan now to attend a two-week new member class on Sunday’s, Feb-
ruary 7th & 14th @ 9:30am (ELC Library). New Members will be received into 
the congregation on Palm Sunday, March 20th @ 10:30am service. Please call 
Pr. Eric  if you are interested but unable to attend. 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
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A  full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  
Committees, please remember to turn in your minutes 
to be included in the council packet to Wendy.  

Dear friends in Christ,   

 There is something so powerful and so needed that comes to 
me every year during the season of Lent. It is grounded in the 
ashes. It has something to do with the reminder that we are 
mortal and that our days of walking upon this planet are finite, 
and it has something to do with the need we have for repent-
ance. 

 What I mean by that is that I am aware somehow that there 
are things I long to be rid of. There are choices that I make, and 
there are decisions that I decide, that bring harm to this planet, 
to my friends, and to me. These things matter because these 
things affect our relationship with God. The God who claims us 
in our baptism is a God who longs for the very best for us. 

 The need we have for repentance is a voice that leads us 
away from the longing for those things that never satisfy. To 
repent is to turn around so that we might listen to this voice 
that calls us to go in a direction that leads us away from fear 
and towards hope; away from doubt and towards faith; away 
from death and into life. The season of Lent helps me to be 
aware that God calls us to repent because (again) God longs 
for the very best for us. 

 Maybe our finitude frightens us, but that does not change 
the fact that life is a gift which contains both vulnerability and 
risk. In our baptism we are told the truth about who we are 
and who we belong to. In baptism we hear the truth about 
death and loss and weakness. In baptism we encounter the 
truth that is more enduring than death: the love of God in 
Christ crucified and risen. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Eric 

2016 Missionary For A Day Sponsorships  

Sponsorships are being received for our March/April Special 
Offering.  For $10 you can sponsor yourself or honor some-
one special.  Be sure to use the special envelopes provided 
and include your name and date you wish to sponsor with 
your donation.  
 You may also sponsor Missionary For A Day online at 
www.brfelc.org. Click on the Give button or text “brfelc” to 
“77977” to give anywhere or anytime. 

WALKING TOGETHER: Synod Event 

Saturday, March 12 @ UW-EC 

Please join us for this year’s synod event for congregations. 
This is one day filled with workshops and “share sessions” re-
garding things that are working well in congregations around 
our synod. You get to choose 5 workshops from over 40 ses-
sions. The day will also include worship and lunch. This event is 
geared especially for church council members, committee 
members, congregational staff working in the areas of youth, 
education, administration and music, but welcomes all mem-
bers of any congregation who might be interested. 

A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. There is no cost as ELC will 
cover the cost of the event and noon meal. We’ll car pool from 
ELC. If you have any questions, please call Pr. Eric. This is a FUN 
day filled with learning and fellowship. 

 Council Highlights 
January 12, 2016 

 
 Finance Committee reports that 

we have a lot to be thankful for this 

year!  The congregation has re-

sponded quite generously with giving to Special Causes. 

 Nominating Committee has received positive responses 

from several, with regard to Council appointments.  Those 

candidates will be presented at the Annual Meeting. 

 Luther Park Delegates are Louise Voss and Bryan Staff 

 Sugar Creek delegates are Peter and Lisa Bakken 

 Synod Assembly Delegates are Jeff Stear, Perry Bue, and 

Barb Olson-Louis 

 Council voted to have refreshments available prior to the 

Annual Meeting and opted to discontinue the Pot Luck 

Lunch 

 “Animate Faith” educational study will be presented again 

beginning in February for anyone who may have missed 

some or all of that series, and “Animate Bible” will begin in 

January. 

 The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31st, 

beginning at 11:45 a.m.  The next meeting of Council will 

be February 9th, at 7:00 p.m. 



  

RADIO BROADCAST 
In Memory of: Marylin Wussow 
 From:  Larry & Georgia Button, Mildred Evenson, Mar-
garet Severson. 
In Memory of: Kristin Wood 
 From: Harvey & Diane Wood 
EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
Donation From: Gene & Judy Ransom 
GODS CHILDREN 
Donation From: John Long & Thomas Peasley 
 

 
 
 
 

Posted DECEMBER 16, 2015 
through 

JANUARY 15, 2016 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 
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Malawi Famine Relief 
 

ELC Special Offering for  
January/February 

 
There were 2,800,000 people starving in Malawi according to 
the UN Food Bank. It is anticipated that the food sources grow-
ing around the villages will be depleted as the famine progress-
es. In the urban capital of Lilongwe, many will be left with one 
meal a day which is far more than what many throughout Ma-
lawi will have. Maize or corn is being rationed from govern-
ment feeding centers at exorbitant costs. Many of these cen-
ters are a far walk, and the maize is unaffordable.  

 This is a dire situation. Malnutrition and starvation cause phys-
ical and developmental damage. ELC is meeting the challenge 
of the Northwest Synod Malawi Famine Relief team which is 
urging all of the congregations within the synod to participate 
in the Malawi Famine Relief appeal. Please consider a generous 
gift to help relieve the suffering caused by poverty and famine. 

 

Octogenarian Birthdays 

Lila Lynne February 2 

Delores Walton February 4 

Foster Wussow    February 5 

Richard Faldet February 7 

Margaret Steien   February 15 

Caroline Olson   February 27 

“PushPay”  

Electronic Giving Options Grow @ ELC 
 

We have new ways to give! ELC has partnered with 

“PushPay” through a division called eChurchGiving to open 

up the opportunity for anyone, anywhere to make a donation 

to ELC by: 1.) using the Giving Kiosk that will be located in the 

church narthex; 2.) making a donation online through the 

website brfelc.org; 3.) mobile giving through a custom ELC 

phone app.  There will be app options for both Apple & An-

droid products available in their respective stores; 4.) or mo-

bile giving through a text message.  Please watch the church 

bulletin for more information, or better yet, sign up for 

eNews by emailing Wendy at the church office. 

(officemanger@brfelc.org) Your gifts to the ministry of ELC 

are appreciated. 

Worship Assistants Needed! 

Families or individuals are needed to help with ushering, 
greeting and/or reading lessons for any of the three worship 
services.  You may choose as many or as few times you’d be 
able to assist.  The schedule is flexible.  All are welcome to 
volunteer and be a part of worship.   If you are interested, 
please contact Wendy at the office.  Thank you in advance 
for your services. 

   

mailto:officemanger@brfelc.org
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Participate in the "Soaper Bowl"   
February 7th! 

 
The stewardship committee of the WELC will be collecting bars 
of soap for Lutheran World Relief on Sunday, February 7th, 
which is also Super Bowl Sunday. When you're doing your 
shopping the week before, pick up a few extra bars of soap for 
LWR and "Soaper Bowl Sunday."  We'll have baskets in the nar-
thex and also in the Sunday School entrance.  

 No one likes to look dirty.  A brand new bar of soap lets some-
one present him-or herself with dignity, keep hands clean, and 
stay healthy.  These simple things are some of the building 
blocks to success.  We all take having a basic thing like a bar of 
soap for granted.  We can't imagine not having such a simple 
personal hygiene item in our homes for our families.  We hope 
you'll participate in "Soaper Bowl Sunday" and bring in bars of 
soap to help families around the world effected by war or nat-
ural disasters. LWR will see that they get to people in need.  
LWR accepts any brand, in its original wrapping.  Bath-size bars 
(4-5 oz) are highly preferred. 

  

Check Out the ELC Library 

Come Rain or Come Shine, the most recent Mitford novel, by 
Jan Karon, is a new addition to our library. Over the course of 
twelve Mitford novels, readers have kept a special place in their 
hearts for Dooley Kavanagh, the adopted son of Father Tim 
Kavanagh.  He has graduated from vet school and opened his 
own animal clinic.  He and his soul mate since childhood, Lace 
Harper, plan their wedding.  In Come Rain or Come Shine, Jan 
Karon delivers the wedding that millions of Mitford fans have 
waited for. 
 

 Books written by Jan Karon in our ELC library:  
Somewhere Safe With Somebody Good 
Out to Canaan 
A New Song 
Home to Holly Springs (large print) 
Light from Heaven 
In this Mountain 
A Common Life-The Wedding Story 
In the Company of Others 
 
Children's books by Jan Karon in our ELC library: 
Jeremy - The Tale of the Honest Bunny 
Shepherds Abiding 
The Trellis and the Seed  
Violet Goes to the Country 
Violet Comes to Stay 
Miss Fannie's Hat 
  

W/ELC Annual Meeting 
Thursday, February 18th, 2016 

6:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall 
 

Diane Moen-Ross, representing the Boys and Girls Club, will be 

our speaker this year.  A brief business meeting will follow with 

a couple of recognitions, adoption of our 2016 budget (always 

fun), coffee and dessert.  All are welcome! 

Job Openings in Sewing Circle: 

1. A couple of people to iron quilt tops after they have been 
sewn.  

2. Two or more people to lay out square, colored blocks for 
quilt tops. 

Either of these opportunities can be accomplished during reg-
ular quilt tying days or on a schedule that fits your life. To ap-
ply, come to a tying session and the job will be explained or 
call Betty at 715-284-4430 to set up an appointment. Sewing 
Circle meets in the Fellowship Hall February 11th and 25th from 
9 to 11a.m. and 1 to 4p.m. Men are encouraged to join this 
social group working together to help others. 

Our 2016 goal is 257 quilts--one more than 2015.  

The Sewing Circle meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each 
month.  The 11th & 25th of February in the fellowship hall.  
Various jobs are open 9:00 am to 11:30 am and then we do 
“lunch out” together and from 1:00-4:00 pm we gather to tie 
quilts.  All women are welcome!  Please come and join us. 

http://lwr.convio.net/site/R?i=wfRJhIrZAxavIlnrqy-0SQ
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"Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving on anoth-
er, just God in Christ forgave you." Ephesians 4:32 

 

This is the verse that was chosen as our theme Bible verse for 
this year.  All students, preschool through seventh grade will 
work on memorizing this verse as well as an additional verse 
that is assigned by grade.  It is our hope that our students will 
learn these verses to the degree that the words are forever in 
their hearts.   

Chili Cook Off coming our way! **Date yet to be deter-
mined** We want to know who makes the best chili around! 
The children will be preparing beverages, corn bread, and des-
serts to serve with the chili.  (Hotdogs and chips will be availa-
ble for children.) Vote for your favorite chili by placing dona-
tions in the jar by each pot of chili. The chili receiving the most 
donations will be declared the winner! Proceeds will go to the 
Sunday School Program.  More information will be available 
soon! 

Dates to remember: 

 February 7th, PreK-2nd grades sing at 10:30 worship 

 February 28th, Grades 3-6 sing at 10:30 worship *this is a 
change from previously announced date 

 March 2nd, 5th grade 1st Communion classes start 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 

 March 9th, Grades 3-6 sing at 5:15 midweek Lenten wor-
ship * this a change from previously announced date 

8th/9th Grade Confirmation 

~Ash Wednesday is February 10th.  We will not have class.  Stu-
dents should plan to attend worship a 7pm.  
 

Middle School Bowling @ Sparta 

Sunday, February 28th @ 11:45am 
 

All middle school youth are invited to a bowling/pizza party in 
Sparta on Sunday, February 28th leaving ELC at 11:45am. Youth 
must sign up at the ELC office and pay  their $5 participation 
fee in advance. The trip is subsidized by the ELC Youth Fund. 
Friends are welcome. 

Bible Camp Sunday @ ELC 

March 6th Information Meeting for Youth/Parents  

@ 9:15am in Sanctuary 

On Sunday, March 6th we’ll celebrate Bible Camp Sunday. On 
this day youth are invited to wear their Bible Camp t-shirts. This 
will be a special time for youth and parents to explore the many 
possibilities of attending bible camp this summer. It will also be 
a time to answer questions about camp, share information 
about costs, and discuss congregational scholarship available to 
ELC youth. Camp brochures are located in the church narthex . 
Parents are encouraged to join their children. 

Peer Ministers  
will teach 

Middle School Sunday School 
February 28th and March 20th 
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animate BIBLE is an adult education series that’s a refreshing 
new take on what the Bible is, how it came to be, and how we 
read it today. It is designed to deepen our understanding of the 
Bible utilizing contemporary thinkers in the church.  
 
animate FAITH is an adult education course that explores cen-
tral topics of Christianity, bringing together contemporary lead-
ing ELCA voices to create an accessible, captivating exploration 
of big questions of the Christian faith that's designed to spark 
conversation.  The course will begin Sunday, February 7th and 
run for seven weeks on Sunday through March.  It’s being re-
peated by request. All are welcome. 
 
THRIVENT Financial has provided an Action Team Grant to cov-
er the cost of both classes. 

Mission Outreach is an important part of 
our church’s work.  In the past our con-
gregation has donated hundreds of 
quilts, baby care kits, personal care kits, 
and school kits to people and families in 
need.  During Lent, our congregation is 
asked to supply items for the personal 
care kits.  The kits contain a light-weight 

bath towel, bars of soap, a toothbrush, a sturdy comb and a 
metal nail clipper.   

These are the items that we need this year: 

 Dark-colored, light-weight bath towel (min. size of 20”x40” 
to a max. size of 52”x27”) 

 2-3 bars of bath-sized soap in original packaging (total for 
each kit is 8-9 ounces) 

 1 adult-size toothbrush in original packaging 

 1 sturdy comb with packaging removed 

 1 metal nail clipper with packaging removed  

Do not add any other items.  All items should be new.  No 
plastic bags or plastic wrap.  

A basket for collection of donated items will be in the narthex 
on February 13. Congregation members are asked to have their 
donated items to the church by Palm Sunday, March 20.  The 
cost to ship the kits overseas is $2.65.  Donations of money will 
also be accepted.  Please put “PROJECT COMFORT” on the en-
velop containing money for shipping. 

Some other things to remember:  Please do not donate items 
with any religious symbols, messages or with our congrega-
tion’s name.  Lutheran World Relief provides material re-
sources based on need, regardless of religious creed.  Religious 
references could be misinterpreted by the governments of the 
receiving countries, jeopardizing the delivery to the people 
who need the items most. 

If you have any questions, please contact the project chairmen, 
Joanne Schefelker at 284-3489 or Theresa Bade at 284-4524. 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

February 17, 24,  March 2, 9 & 16 @ 6:00 pm 

Your help is needed to provide soup, sandwiches, drinks, des-

serts and/or cleanup.  Sign up sheets are in the narthex if you 

are interested. 

“animate BIBLE”     “animate FAITH” 

Sunday’s @ 9:20am        Sunday’s @ 11:45am 

On February 6/7 and 13/14 (before and after services in our 
narthex) come and see our assortment of Divine Chocolate 
Bars!  We have a wonderful variety of chocolate flavors includ-
ing: Milk and Dark, Hazelnut, Mint, White with strawberry, 
Dark with raspberry,  Dark with hazelnut truffle, Milk chocolate 
with toffee and sea salt and a brand new bar this year with 
cranberry and orange !  Besides chocolates, we also have 
coffee and even olive oil!  Treat yourself, neighbors, and family 
by supporting this Fair Trade mission of Lutheran World Relief! 

 FAIR TRADE is a fair system of exchange to empower farmers 
to develop their own businesses and sustain their develop-
ment.  It keeps food on their tables and allows children to be 
children and not sent into the working field at young ages.  It 
teaches families to be self-sufficient and gives them the pride 
and confidence they need to make a living. 

 Along with our special delights, you will also find a nice array 
of greeting cards~  Birthday, Get Well, Sympathy, and Praying 
for You cards. You will notice too a nice selection of dinner 
napkins, dishcloths, and cups and plates for that special some-
one.  Many of our Book Nook items will have SALE PRICE stick-
ers on them as well ☺  Stop by and see the great variety we 
have to offer. 

 The W/ELC thanks you for your support in helping to fund the 
amazing programs through the Fair Trade and SERRV projects. 



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you January 28, 2016 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Living 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18 this year. Chris-

tians have observed this season of the church year since the 

fourth century. It’s traditionally a time of reflection, penitence 

and spiritual renewal before Easter.  

During Lent, some Christians give up something that hinders 

their relationship with God. Others do something extra for 

their spiritual growth or make a special sacrifice. The key is to 

make Lent a memorable season of sincere spiritual growth — 

a time that can set the tone for the rest of the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

SIGN UP for eNews! 
 

ELC’s weekly email 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  
 

Text “brfelc” to “77977” to give anywhere, anytime. 

Don’t Be Left Out!  ELC sends a weekly email update.  Sub-
scribe by sending your email address to Wendy at 
officemanager@brfelc.org or calling 715-284-4213.  This is 
an eco-friendly way to share announcements and news of 
activities at church.  You have the option to opt in or out at 
any time.   

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc

