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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

Attention Committee Chairs! 

2015 is wrapping up and just around the corner is ELC’s Annual Report 
deadline.  2015 Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 31st.  The 
annual report  must be available to the congregation by January 17th.  
Therefore, your help in getting the office your annual report as soon as 
possible is greatly appreciated.  Electronically is the preferred way, but 
we will take other forms too.  Thank you in advance! 

All members of ELC are encouraged to attend the annual meeting of 
the congregation on January 31st, following the 10:30 am worship 
service.  On the agenda this year will be election of council members, 
approval of the annual budget.  Newly elected Council Members will 
be installed during worship at 8:00 am on February 7th. 

“animate BIBLE” 

Seven Weeks: January 10th–February 21st 

animate BIBLE is an adult education series that’s a refreshing new take 
on what the Bible is, how it came to be, and how we read it today. It is 
designed to reinvigorate and deepen our understanding of the Bible 
utilizing contemporary young thinkers in the church. You are invited to 
join us for seven weeks of food, fellowship and conversation exploring 
the church of the 21st century, where it is at, and where it is going. 

THRIVENT Financial has provided an Action Team Grant to cover the 
cost of the video DVD which the course uses to spark conversation, 
and providing funding for refreshments. The course will meet in the 
ELC Atrium @ 9:20-10:10 Sunday January 10th through February 21st. 
All are welcome. 

 

2015 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jeff Stear  
Vice President 
Keith Brown  

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis  

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson, Jr. 

Council 
Perry Bue 

Kathy Goodenough 
Paul Hanson  
Jim Ritland  
Louise Voss 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Rev. Barbara Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodian 

Paul Anderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 
Sunday School Superintendent 

Kari Bue 

 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  
https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
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Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Epiphany means manifestation. 
In this season we celebrate the 

revelation of Christ to all the world. During this season the 
main image is light. The star symbolizes a new light in the cos-
mos. The dawn pierces the thick darkness that has obscured 
our vision.  

 For us in Wisconsin, we experience a gradual lightening of 
the darkest time of year. I already feel a great need for sun-
light and warmth to return. Somewhere deep within me, I am 
aware that this time of year feels like the right time to cele-
brate Christ as the light that breaks into all of our fears and 
hopes and dreams.  
 

 The light we reflect upon during Epiphany is the light that 
will guide us through this season, into and beyond Lent, and 
all the way to that unexpected dawn where that cave was 
opened, and death was defeated, and life echoes forth 
throughout all of time, that Jesus is Lord. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

“The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s 
face shine upon you and be gracious unto you; 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  
give you peace.”        (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

Dear Blessed Ones, 
 
 

 That’s how we say “Happy New Year”!  
We hear the blessing of God announced to us.  It is 

because of the generous and consistent blessing of God that 
we are sustained and satisfied in our daily living.  It is because 
the Lord “keeps us” that we live not in fear, but in faith—no 
matter what the homeland security color code is on any given 
day.  We are still in the Christmas Season, and we have heard 
over and over again that the favor of God is upon us.  That 
means that God “is for us, not against us.  The graciousness of 
God, the forgiveness of sin, is God’s blessing so that we do not 
have to carry any old guilt into this new year.  Christ was born 
for this!   
 

 We hear this word of Benediction at the conclusion of 
worship.  It’s like a bridge taking us from our gathering togeth-
er around the Word and Meal of God’s grace and making it 
possible to walk out, to scatter into all the places and relation-
ships of our daily lives.  Out we go, blessed to shine the Lord’s 
face of grace to others near and far. 
 

 So we go out of the year of our Lord 2015 wrapped in 
the blessing of God.  With this blessing we enter 2016, un-
known to us, except that it’s a gift from our good and gracious 
God.  What an adventure!  The old prayer of the church, prayed 
in life together for centuries, gives voice to our reliance on the 
steadfast blessing of God.  So we now (from wherever you are 
at this reading) also pray: 
 

“Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which 
we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through 

perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading 
us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen.” 
 
 

In Christ, a blessed happy new year! 
Pastor Barbara Knutson 

Malawi Famine Relief 
 

ELC Special Offering for  
January/February 

 

There were 2,800,000 people 
starving in Malawi according to 

the UN Food Bank. It is anticipated that the food sources grow-
ing around the villages will be depleted as the famine progress-
es. In the urban capital of Lilongwe, many will be left with one 
meal a day which is far more than what many throughout Mala-
wi will have. Maize or corn is being rationed from government 
feeding centers at exorbitant costs. Many of these centers are a 
far walk, and the maize is unaffordable.  
 

 This is a dire situation. Malnutrition and starvation cause physi-
cal and developmental damage. ELC is meeting the challenge of 
the Northwest Synod Malawi Famine Relief team which is urg-
ing all of the congregations within the synod to participate in 
the Malawi Famine Relief appeal. Please consider a generous 
gift to help relieve the suffering caused by poverty and famine. 

 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  
 November/December 2015 

 

 Building and Grounds continues to 
work on a number of improve-
ments including the installation of a bigger storage shed, 
replacement windows in stairwells, the addition of a wash-
er and dryer in the kitchen area, and a new computerized 
security system for the property. 

 Special thanks to Wendy for her excellent work in imple-
menting PushPay, a new and exciting way for all to give 
electronically.  Watch the weekly announcements for up-
dates on this. 

 Parish Ed has offered some new events and activities for 
our Sunday school students and their families that have 
been well received.  Thanks to Kari and the SS staff!    The 
educational series, “Animate Faith” will be offered again to 
anyone interested, with classes being held in February and 
March.  Also, Christmas programs were held on Dec. 
20th.  Thanks to all music teachers, accompanists, stu-
dents, and families for their contributions! 

 Gifts and Memorials continues to explore possible recipi-
ents of the annual Outreach Grants.  They also welcome 
Dennis Young to the committee.  Thank you, Dennis, for 
your generous gift of time and talents! 

 Worship Committee moved to hold Advent Vespers ser-
vices in the Sanctuary, due to the increasing number of 
worshippers at those services.  Blue drapes have been add-
ed to the parament collection. 

 The next regular council meeting will be Jan. 12th at 7:00 
p.m.  The ELC Annual Meeting will be held Jan. 31st. 

A  full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  Com-
mittees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be includ-
ed in the council packet to Wendy.  
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RADIO BROADCAST 
In Honor of: Josephine Wood’s Baptism  
 From: Harvey & Diane Wood & Family 
In Memory of:  Bob Austin  
 From: Clarice Franke 
In Memory of:  Colleen Cooper 
 From: Louis & Nyla Musser, Donald & Mary Glasenapp 
In Memory of : Ramona Duxbury 
 From: Louis & Nyla Musser 
In Memory of: Larry Hasz  
 From: Family & Friends, Clarice Franke, Donald & Mary 
Glasenapp, Duane & Carol Hanson, Alvin & Gwyn Knutson, Lou-
is & Nyla Musser, Dean & Delores Severson, Charlotte Thomp-
son, Troy & Marianne Torkelson, Charles & Ruth Buswell 
In Memory of: Harold Horn 
 From: John & Sharon Lund 
In Memory of: Gerald Laabs 
 From: John & Sharon Lund 
In Memory of: Gwen Overlien 
 From: Rodney & Ellen Gearing, John & Sharon Lund 
In Memory of: Marjorie Waughtal 
 From: Larry & Georgia Button, Donald & Mary 
Glasenapp, Marian Harelson, Charlotte Thompson, Michael & 
Deanna Cooper, Ed & Lorri Johnson 
In Memory of: Marylin Wussow 
 From: Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Duane & Carol Han-
son, Greg & Becky Steine & Boys  
EVANGELICAL SINGERS 
In Memory of: Bill Young 
 From: Judith Young 
In Memory of: Ramona Duxbury 
 From: Eleanor Mull 
GOD’S CHILDREN 
In Memory of: Larry Hasz 
 From: Family & Friends 
In Memory of: Bill Young 
 From: Judith Young 
HANDBELLS 
In Memory of: Larry Hasz 
 From: Family & Friends 
KIDS OF THE KINGDOME 
In Memory of: Larry Hasz 
 From: Family & Friends 
In Memory of: Bill Young 
 From: Judith Young 
PEER MINISTERS 
In Memory of: Larry Hasz 
 From: Friends & Family 
Donation From: Sunday School “Parents Night Out” Donations 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In Memory of: Larry Hasz 
 From: Friends & Family 
TENDER BRANCHES 
In Memory of: Larry Hasz 
 From: Friends & Family 

Posted NOVEMBER 16, 2015 through DECEMBER 15, 2015 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

NEW WAYS TO GIVE AT ELC! 
 

ELC has partnered with “PushPay” through a 
division called eChurchGiving to open up the 
opportunity for anyone, anywhere to make a 
donation to ELC .  We are really excited to 
introduce new and easy ways to give!  

 

Let’s face it – we don’t carry cash or a checkbook around with 
us today, so now we’ve made giving to our church as easy as 
buying a song on iTunes! There are four ways to give; they’re 
all really easy!  
 

1) Text Engagement: Just grab your phone and text “brfelc to 
77977. You’ll receive a text back with instructions to start giv-
ing. Be sure to type “brfelc” as one word, and make sure your 
phone doesn’t autocorrect. Tap the link, and you’re ready to 
give! Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For 
full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms.  
2) Giving Link on Our Website:  Simply go to our website at 
www.brfelc.org and go to the giving page. This will take you to 
the secure giving link big red GIVE button and allow you to 
make your donation.  
3) Lastly, simply download the Push pay App from the An-
droid Play or the Apple App Store. You can text pushpay to 
77977 and receive a link back to download the app. From 
there, making a contribution is as easy as 1, 2, 3. Open the app, 
choose who to give to, enter the details and you’re done, in 
only seconds! Be sure to make our church a favorite by se-
lecting the star in the upper right corner of the App to easily 
find it later! 
4) ACH : We’re also excited to be able to offer you ACH giving! 
This is huge because it allows you to give directly from a bank 
account, which allows more of your donation to go into re-
sourcing ELC & Missions. Simply navigate to the giving page 
using one of the methods described earlier, and choose “Give 
from Bank Account.” Enter your account and routing numbers 
and give! With Pushpay, you can: • Give easily, quickly, and 
securely • Store multiple cards and bank accounts • Give recur-
ring donations • Login to www.Pushpay.com and see your giv-
ing history  
 

***COMING SOON….. 
eChurch App: We will soon have a custom ELC church app you 
can download to stay connected with everything here at Evan-
gelical Lutheran! You can access sermons, events, and give, 
right through our Church's app. Just go to your phone's app 
store, search for Evangelical LC and download.  
 

Giving Kiosk:  With the ELC Giving Kiosk in the narthex,  you 
will have the convenience of using a card swipe to give with a 
credit/debit card or you can give from our webpage.   
If you have any questions, please direct them to Wendy at the 
church office. We’re excited about this easy way to give, and 
think you’ll love it too!  

https://pushpay.com/terms
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Wednesday Large Group Learning Events start up again on 
January 6th. See you there! 

 
8th/9th GRADE RETREAT! On January 29th/30th, we will be 
going on an overnight retreat at Sugar Creek Bible Camp. This is 
a required part of the confirmation class for 8th/9th. Students 
are strongly encouraged to attend as we will be covering 3 les-
sons during the retreat. Students not attending will be required 
to make up the work at another time during this year. The cost 
of the retreat is $25 per student and includes transportation, 
lodging, and food. We will meet at the church at 5:30pm Friday 
and return by 4:30pm Saturday. Payment is due January 13th.  
 
You can make a payment online on our website.  Go to the 
give/pay page on brfelc.org and follow the instructions. Pay in 
the “other” column and write in “Confirmation retreat-student 
first name last initial.” There is no fee for an electronic fund 
transfer from your checking/savings account. If you would like 
financial assistance, please talk to Pastor Eric. 
 

The Sewing Circle will start typing quilts again January 14th and 
28th in the fellowship hall.  Various jobs are open 9:00 am to 
11:30 am and then we do “lunch out” together and from 1:00-
4:00 pm we gather to tie quilts.  All women are welcome!  
Please come and join us. 

Altar Guild will meet Tuesday, January 5th 
at 9:00 to take down Christmas decora-
tions and conduct their monthly meeting.   

W/ELC January  Board meeting scheduled for January  21st at 
5:30 p.m. in the church library.  Main topic will be finalizing the 
2016 budget to be presented at the February W/ELC annual 
meeting.  

 Thank you to everyone who donated gifts to our nursing 
home giving tree.  Together we collected 36 items for the 
nursing homes! And thank you to Stacey Carlson for deliv-
ering the bags to the nursing homes.  

 
 

 A BIG THANK YOU to all those who helped with the Advent 
Programs. The programs were a great success thanks to 
our very talented music leaders Beth Overlien, Brad Blue-
dorn, Barb Olson-Louis, and Marianne Torkelson. 

 

 Congratulations to the following children who had perfect 
fall attendance: 

 
Kenley Bue – PreK 

Brayden Olson – PreK 

Kenzie Olson – 1st Grade 

Vince Overlien – 3rd Grade 

Brent Bue – 5th Grade 

Michael Jessie – 5th Grade 

Xander Shaw – 5th Grade 

Bryan Bluedorn – 7th Grade 

Katie Dobson – 7th Grade 

 

Octogenarian Birthdays! 

Corinne Young January 5th 

Gerald Gaier January 6th 

Eugene Savage January 11th 

Thomas Peasley January 21st 

Charles Wussow January 22nd 

Mary Waughtal January 31st 

 

If anyone has a family member that has  

recently entered the Military, please call the 

Church office or contact Joan Brown at 715-

284-5640. Joan is updating our military 

mailing list. 

Thank you to anyone that donated their time and/or supplied 

food in support of the Advent Vespers Wednesday evening 

soup suppers.  Special thanks to Karen Brandt, Caroline Olson, 

Gwyn Knutson & confirmation students & guides for helping 

with setup & cleanup.   



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you December 30, 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 

HAVE A BLESSED SEASON! 

Don’t Be Left Out!  ELC sends a weekly email update.  Subscribe 
by sending your email address to Wendy at officemanag-
er@brfelc.org or calling 715-284-4213.  This is a new eco-
friendly way to share announcements and news of activities at 
church.  You have the option to opt in or out at any time.   

  

The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6 each 
year.  The name comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, 
meaning “to appear, to show or to manifest.”  The ending 
date of the Epiphany season is determined by Ash Wednes-
day, which is determined by the date of Easter. 
 

Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or 
wise men, to worship the infant Jesus.  The significance of 
Epiphany for Christians is that it symbolizes the first recogni-
tion of Christ by Gentiles, or non-jews. 
 

The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Je-
sus, the light of the world.  Symbols for the season include 
light, a star and the color green, which represents life, 
growth, hope and eternity. 


