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Octogenarian Sunday @ ELC  

Sunday, June 26th @ 9:00am  
 

On Sunday June 26th we’ll celebrate our 7th annual ‘rite of blessing’ recog-
nizing the life and ministry of this important part of our congregational life 
and mission at the 9:00am service. A reception will follow worship with cake 
& refreshments in the gathering space.  
 
 

 

 

 

ELC Radio Fund Needs Your Help 

The ELC Radio Fund is an important ministry of this congregation and worth 

supporting.  This fund is currently approximately $1,300 in the hole and in 

need of generous supporters who value this ministry.  Radio sponsorship is 

$100 a week.  Please consider a generous gift so that ministry can continue.  

 

 2016 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jeff Stear  
Vice President 
Dale Fredrick 

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis  

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson, Jr. 

Council 
Perry Bue 

Kathy Goodenough 
Paul Hanson  
Jon Warmke 
Louise Voss 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Rev. Barbara Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodian 

Paul Anderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Beth Overlien, Barb Olson-Louis 
Sunday School Superintendent 

Kari Bue 

Meet Missionaries Rev. Dr. Philip & Lou Knutson 
Saturday Evening Worship, June 25th @ 7pm 

Ice Cream Fellowship prior to Worship @ 6:15 pm 
 

Pr. Phil and Lou have returned to the U. S. for a visit and will be at ELC to preach 

during Saturday Evening Worship, June 25th @ 7pm.  Prior to worship there will 

be a Ice Cream Fellowship time to meet and listen to Rev. Dr. Philip share infor-

mation on his mission work on behalf of the ELCA.  They have served throughout 

Southern Africa, as our new ELC Missionaries whom we support with Missionary 

for a Day offerings and gifts. 

Pr. Phil works as a Regional Representative partnering with companion churches, 

companion synods, and mission personnel throughout Southern Africa, including 

Malawi, the Republic of South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 

Swaziland, Angola and Mozambique.  

Pr. Phil’s hobbies include running, cycling, windsurfing, hiking and reading. Lou’s 

hobbies include reading, hiking and movies.  

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
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Council Highlights 

A full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  Com-

mittees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be includ-

ed in the council packet to Wendy.  

 

May 2016 

 Council Highlights – May 2016 

 Discussions are beginning with regard to the 150th Anniver-

sary of ELC (2018) and the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-

mation (2017).  Committees will be organized to facilitate 

events for each of these milestones.  If you are interested 

in either of these (or both!), please let Wendy or Pastor 

Eric know. 

 The Dairyland Conference Assembly was held at ELC on 

Thursday, May 19th.  Attendance was terrific!  The Peace 

Pole was installed on the front lawn and dedicated during 

worship, with friends from the Hochunk Nation sharing in 

the service. 

 Synod Assembly was held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Eau 

Claire on May 21st.  Jeff Stear, Barb Olson-Louis, Perry Bue, 

and Pastor Eric attended the 1 day event.  Exceptional Syn-

od-wide participation was evidenced this year! 

 The Gifts and Memorials Committee has begun the distri-

bution of Community Grants.  Look for news articles fea-

turing this year’s recipients. 

 Special thanks to “God’s Children”, “Tender Branches”, and 

Mary Cooley for sharing their musical messages with the 

congregation this month.  Wonderful! 

 ELC Music Academy for Bells and Guitar will begin June 1st.  

For more information, contact Wendy at the church office. 

Then next meeting of ELC Council will be July 12th  at 7:00 p.m. 

(only 1 summer meeting). 

 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ,   

 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing; give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is the will of God.’” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17) 

 

Summer is a time to kick back and enjoy the changed pace of 
life. It’s a time to take vacations, and time with family and 
friends. For me it’s a time I look forward to often during the 
long program year of the church, when I feel that my batteries 
are running down. It’s a time to rest and be renewed, and for 
that I rejoice and give thanks. 

Rejoicing and giving thanks are things that lie at the heart of 
Paul’s 1st letter to the church in Thessalonica. Scholars date this 
letter back to about 43-50 C.E. It’s thought to be the earliest 
letter from Paul, and it may be the oldest writing we have from 
the early church. Paul traveled throughout the Roman Empire, 
sharing the good news about Jesus Christ and starting new 
churches. With his co-worker Timothy often by his side, Paul 
writes to a church he started in Thessalonica, a city located in 
what now is northern Greece. 

Thessalonica was a trade center and the capital city of the Ro-
man province, Macedonia. On his previous visit Paul and his co-
workers had been forced to leave. Following his exit, Paul sent 
Timothy to visit the congregation and to assist them through 
some struggles related to faith which they were going through, 
namely, the worship of false idols. 

The point of Paul’s letter is to reaffirm that there is only one 
living and true God. By grace this God saves us and makes us 
holy. Paul’s point is that we live in hope because Christ not only 
died for us, but Christ’s rising from the dead defeats all that we 
fear, even death itself. 

I’d guess that many of the issues the church in Thessalonica 
struggled with are issues common to us today. We too struggle 
with idolatry in its various forms. We too forget to rejoice al-
ways, struggle to pray without ceasing, or to give thanks to God 
in any circumstance. But the important thing is not what we fail 
to do, but what God promises and has done. 

God is at work in us renewing our energy even while we often 
grow weary; God is at work in us, prodding us forward even 
though we can so easily get stuck in our old ways; God is at 
work in us, opening our eyes to new possibilities, even while it 
appears we cannot see the way ahead. For this we can rejoice, 
for God is faithful and full of mercy. Maybe we can best catch a 
glimpse of this during the sabbath rest that often comes with 
the summer months. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Eric 
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 Summer Sewing Circle & Quilters meet the second & 
fourth Thursday’s in July and second & fourth Thursday in 
August 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon and then from 1:00-4:00 pm 

 

 W/ELC Board Meeting, July 21st  & August 18th @ 5:30 pm 

A Special Thank You to the W/ELC Quilting Circle for making 
the beautiful quilts that were given to each of the graduates on 
Sunday, June 5th. 

Lutheran World Relief 

Sharing gifts of extraordinary love...Pens and pencils, a tooth-
brush, a quilt...ordinary items we take for granted become 
treasures in the hands of their recipients.  The items you send 
will be cherished and used by people who take nothing for 
granted, for whom even a simple bar of new soap is special.  
These words were taken directly from the Lutheran World Re-
lief home page. They really highlight the mission and focus of 
this organization and how the kits and quilts we as a congrega-
tion donate become beautiful expressions of God's love and 
grace. 

 On Rally Day in September we traditionally begin another LWR 
project.  We'll be collecting items for LWR School Kits, but we 
need the School Kit bags sewn for this project.  We're seeking 
volunteers who would commit to making some of these bags.  
If you would like to help us out by sewing a few bags, please 
contact Joy Fossum or Karen Brandt. The pattern is on the 
lwr.org website. We could also get the pattern to you and sup-
ply you with the material you would need.  Please consider 
sharing your gift of sewing for this project. 

 The WELC continues to collect items for LWR Baby Care Kits. 
These kits include lightweight cotton t-shirts, gowns or sleep-
ers, receiving blankets, cloth diapers, socks, bars of soap, and 
dark-colored hand towels. LWR accepts gently used items, so 
garage sales are a good place to look, or maybe a family mem-
ber is ready to part with some of these baby items.  You can 
store these baby items on the shelves in back of the stage of 
the fellowship hall, or we'll have a basket in the narthex.  We'll 
be collecting these items throughout the summer and early 
fall.  For our October 2016 shipment we especially need the 
hand towels, bars of  soap, cloth diapers and receiving blan-
kets. Thank you for any items you can contribute to these kits.   

                                       ELC Gardeners 
 If you have volunteered to care for a section of our church's 
landscape, please check your area for weeds and any trimming 
it may need. If you aren't able to care for your bed this sum-
mer, contact Dave Fossum.  The church grounds look very nice 
thanks to a group of gardeners who did some initial sprucing 
up.  Also, thanks so much to Ron Zillmer for trimming the trees 
in front of  the church.  What a beautiful job! Your expertise is 
greatly appreciated.   

                Publications of the Women of the ELCA 

 The Women of the ELCA have several publications available to 
help us reflect and stay connected to our faith journey; Gather 
magazine, Daily Grace, and Cafe. 

 Gather magazine, the magazine for the women of the ELCA, 
offers a mix of articles, theological reflections, devotions, and 
stories of comfort and challenge that help us grow in faith.  This 
magazine is mailed out 10 months of the year.  You may sub-
scribe to Gather by going to womenoftheelca.org or gath-
er@cambeywest.com.  You can also call the Gather Subscrip-
tion Order Center at 844-409-0576.  

 Daily Grace is a digital on-the-go companion for your faith jour-
ney.  Daily Grace offers brief reflections everyday in which 
you'll read about God's boundless and surprising grace.  Be 
challenged, inspired, and comforted.  Sign up for Daily Grace at 
womenoftheelca.org. 

The Sewing Circle is Expanding It’s Hours 
To increase production of quilts and to reach out to those who 
want to Learn the quilting process. Monday Night Quilting 
Starts Monday,  August 1st from 6 to 8 p.m. and continuing 
each Monday.  Come join us! There is a need in the world and 
in Jackson County. 

mailto:gather@cambeywest.com
mailto:gather@cambeywest.com
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2016 Sugar Creek Bible Camp  
Vacation Bible School Day Camp 

 
Thank you to our fantastic volunteers 

Stacey Carlson, Jessica Amo, and Chayla 

Dobson who helped out our Sugar Creek 

Bible Camp counselors this year.  We had 26 ELC students that 

enjoyed a fun filled week with our camp counselors Alicia, 

Shianne and Jaden.  There was songs, crafts, bible study, 

games, and much more, Tuesday the children helped lay out 

two quilts with Vicki Amundson from the quilting group.  

Those quilts will get sewn together and again donated to Pro-

ject Christmas this December. Thursday the children and 

counselors enjoyed the afternoon out in the lawn with water 

games, sprinkler, hose and water balloons. Lots of fun for eve-

ryone involved! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Day Camp @ Sugar Creek 
Tuesday, July 12th 

 
Kids of the Kingdom is sponsoring day camp @ Sugar Creek 
for youth (kindergarten through 3rd grade). Cost is $10. Leave 
ELC @ 7:30am and return by 4:30pm.  Sign-up & pay at the 
office.  This event is supported by a THRIVENT Action Team 
Grant which will cover the cost of transportation and snacks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We were pleased to announce the following students had 
PERFECT ATTENDANCE this year! 

 

Kenley Bue-Preschool 

Xander Shaw – 5th grade 

Michael Jessie – 5th grade 

Brent Bue – 5th grade 
 

Receiving recognition for 1-3 misses 

1 Absence: 

Connor Carlson, 3rd grade 

Bryan Bluedorn, 7th grade 

Katie Dobson, 7th grade 

2 Absences: 

Jennifer Marecek, 4th grade 

Jordan Small, 5th grade 

3 Absences: 

Keira Small, 2nd grade 

Gerald Redbird, 5th grade 

Colton Carlson, 7th grade 

Laci Ernst, 7th grade 
 

If you are interested in being a substitute teacher, please con-

tact Kari Bue or the church office.  Substitutes are very im-

portant so our teachers can have a week off when needed, 

please consider helping out.  

 
 

Peer Ministry…Interested? 

Are you a high school junior or senior and interested in deep-
ening your faith? Then the ELC Peer Ministry program is for 
you. Interested high school youth are encouraged to contact 
Pr. Eric during the months of July and August and have a con-
versation about Peer Ministry. Peer Ministry involved faithful 
participation in the worship life of the congregation; intention-
al time set aside for prayer, reflection, and spiritual growth; 
and a willingness to serve the congregation and surrounding 
community. 
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Posted April 16, 2016 
through 

June 15, 2016 

BIBLE CAMPS 
 From:  W/ELC, Them Coulee Boys Concert free will 
offerings 
GOD’S CHILDREN 
In honor of: John Long’s 90th Birthday  
 From: Lisa, Steve & Katherine Ann Becker 
PEER MINISTRY 
 From: Scott & Heather Bluedorn, Anthony & Allison 
Boerger, Jill & Steve Collins, Carly & Duane Dobson, Jane & 
Richard Ernst, Gerald & Betty Gaier, Katherine & Tom Goode-
nough, Thomas & Judie Harkner, Carolyne Hensel, Annette & 
Scott Marecek, Steve & Becky Markee, Robyn Matousek, John 
Matousek, Cynthia & Jerald Moore, Louis & Nyla Musser, James 
& Sue Ritland, Dean & Delores Severson, Margaret Severson, 
Scott & Gina Barton, Paul & Mary Rykken, W/ELC  
RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of: Linda Holman’s Birthday, June 4th  
 From: John Holman 
In memory of: Leone Scholze (Betty Lund’s Mother) 
 From: David & Joy Fossum 
In honor of: William & Diane Marti’s 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary , June 4th 
 From: Bill & Diane Marti, Louis & Nyla Musser 
In honor of: Judy Peterson’s 80th Birthday 
 From: Dean & Delores Severson 
In honor of: John Long’s 90th Birthday 
 From: Lisa, Steve & Katherine Ann Becker 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
In honor of: Kari Bue & Sunday School  
 From: Judith Young 
TENDER BRANCHES 
In memory of:  Christopher Cooley 
 From: Clint & Jean Helland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage your 
gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for supporting 
this outreach ministry.  This fund is currently approximately 
$1,300 in the hole and in need of generous supporters who val-
ue this ministry.  Radio sponsorship is $100 a week.  Please con-
sider a generous gift so that ministry can continue 

July/August 
Special Giving Envelope 

 

Look for the Red bordered “HOSPICE” special giving envelope 
in your July/August envelope mailing.  This year our Golf Mis-
sion Fund will benefit BLACK RIVER FALLS HOSPICE.  Please 
help us raise funds for this very important outreach.   
                                 Thank you for your support! 

July/August Octogenarians 

July 

Llona Mae Dell-July 1 

Joseph Marek-July 12 

Bonnie Reichenbach-July 12  

Glenn Anderson-July 18 

Ardella Skoug-July 27, Arvid Walton-July 29  

Ardyce Sherman-July 30 

August 

Carl Harmsen-August 3, Georgia Button-August 7 

Dean Severson-August 12, Edwin Christen-August 17 

Evie Lambert-August 23  

Summer Office & Custodial  Hours 
July-August 

 

The office will be open Mon.-Thur. 8:00 am-3:00 pm. Custodial 
hours are Mon.-Thur. 7:00 am-1:00 pm.  Friday office & custo-
dial hours are as needed for funeral, wedding or special event. 

Pr. Barb Knutson’s Summer Hours 

 Pr. Barb Knutson will be our guest preacher on the weekend 
of July 16/17 & August 6/7 while Pr. Eric is on vacation.  She 
will be employed as part-time visitation pastor, June 21-22 
and 28-29 then again August 23-24 and 30-31. Her normal 
office hours will be Tuesday & Wednesday from 9:00am-
5:00pm. 



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson   Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you June 22, 2016 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 
                                                   

 

MISSION GOLF 
TOURNAMENTS 

 
 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
4 Person/Best Ball Scramble 

August 27th @ Drugan’s Golf Course. 
Cost: $75/person, includes lunch/supper 

Information: 608-734-3113 
 
 

ELC 9-Hole “Best Ball” 2015 Golf Scramble 
Sunday, August 21st @ Skyline Golf Course 

2:00pm – registration 3:00pm – tee-off 
Benefiting Black River Hospice of Jackson County 

Registration forms available in the narthex. 

 
 

SUMMER Worship Services    

(May 29th through Sept.4th) 

Saturday 7:00p                                    

Sunday 9:00a , 10:15a @ Hatfield 

 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  

 

 
 

THRIVENT Action Team Grants 2016 
It starts with an idea powered by your passion. THRIVENT Fi-
nancial invites congregational members associated with 
THRIVENT to get a team together to make an immediate im-
pact on a cause they care about. THRIVENT Action Team 
grants provide $250 of seed money to support congregational 
members involved in 1.) service projects; 2.) educational 
events; or 3.) fund-raising.  
 

So far in 2016 THRIVENT members of ELC have sponsored our 
adult education winter series on Animate Bible; our 5th Grade 
Seder Meal; the Peer Ministry spaghetti dinner; our Easter 
Breakfast supporting Bible Camp ministry; a brat sale for Peer 
Ministry scholarships; a brat sale for our youth attending Bible 
Camps this summer; VBS; and a day of ‘Day Camp’ @ Sugar 
Creek. So far these Action Team projects have provided 
$2,000 in seed money for ministry.  
 

At the time of the this article THRIVENT Action Team grants 
have been applied for to support both our ‘Benevolence Golf 
Tournament’ on August 21, and lunch for ‘God’s Work/Our 
Hands’ Sunday, Sept. 11th. 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc

