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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

Sunday, October 9 @ 10:30am  

“Blessing of Pets and Animals” 
 St. Francis of Assisi was a 13th century son of a wealthy merchant, 
who after a conversion experience gave away his wealth and devoted 
himself to serving the poor. St. Francis believed all of creation was a gift 
from God to be treasured. He called creatures of every size and shape 
his brothers and sisters. On Sunday, October 9th, at the 10:30am service, 
members are invited to bring their pets (if they can be transported safely) or a picture 
of their pet, to worship. The service includes readings, songs, and prayers that reflect 
God's care and concern for all the earth. If you bring a pet, make sure it can be brought 
into worship safely, that you are ready to clean up any messes that could arise. Re-
member that your pet may need to be kenneled during the service outside (because of 
noise) so anticipate that possibility. 

Adult Education: The Lutheran Course 
Sunday’s 9:20-10:10am 

The Church Council and Peer Ministers invite you to join them in a seven-week adult 
education series entitled The Lutheran Course, beginning Sunday, October 2, 9:20-
10:10am in the church Atrium. This course navigates the fundamentals of Lutheranism 
in seven sessions: the Difference Between the Law and the Gospel; the Lutheran Refor-
mation; the Anatomy of Baptism; Holy Communion; the Three Most Rebellious Things 
Jesus Did; How to Read the Bible; and How to Talk about Faith with your Friends. 
Each session begins with a video presentation by various Lutheran Theologians 
(including Dr. Winston Persaud of Wartburg Seminary) a very good friend of Pr. Barb. 
The video presentation will be followed by small group discussion around tables. 

Hatfield Summer Worship Meeting 
Thursday, October 6, 6:00pm @ ELC 

There’ll be a special meeting for those interested in conversation regarding Hatfield 
Summer worship, Thursday, October 6 @ 6pm in the church atrium. Part of the discus-
sion will include conversation regarding the application of a synod grant that would 
assist us in strengthening this ministry to be more evangelical next summer. We’ll also 
discuss what it means that the shelter is available for our use 14 of the 15 Sundays next 
year (August 20th has been reserved by another party). 
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https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  

Friends of Sugar Creek Meeting 
Sunday, October 9 @ 11:30am 

All interested friends of Sugar Creek are asked to join in a short conversa-
tion following worship on Sunday, October 9 @ 11:30am.    
On Sept. 21-22, Sugar Creek experienced significant flooding. Damage 
occurred to the front pasture fence, the new road coming into the camp, 

numerous large round bales of hay, gravel/road work, destruction of the cement floor 
in the shop, and other damage, including tree and log debris from the creek spread 
throughout camp.  The damage estimate is between $20,000 and $22,000. For more 
information regarding how you can help, call Pr. Eric @ 715-284-4213. 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
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     September Council Highlights 

 

 

 

A  full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  Com-
mittees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be includ-
ed in the council packet to Wendy.  
 

Another season of worship at Hatfield has finished.  Spe-

cial offerings have been taken to help defer the cost of 

shelter rental.  Special thanks to ALL who continue to 

work to make this outreach ministry possible! Lay 

leaders, musicians, all those who provided treats and 

served coffee, pulpit supply, and especially all those 

who support this program with their attendance, 

offerings, and prayers – You are so appreciated! 

ELC will be offering another opportunity for intergenera-

tional education in the study series, “The Lutheran”.  

Sessions will be held between services in the gather-

ing space during October and November. 

Special events to keep in mind are the ELC 150th Anniver-

sary and the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  

Planning committees are needed to coordinate the 

marking of these important milestones.  Please con-

tact the church office or speak to any council member 

if interested. 

A day trip to the Martin Luther exhibition will be offered 

this fall.  Sign up in the Narthex. 

Bishop Rick Hoyme will visit on November 12 and 13. 

The next meeting of ELC Council will be October 11 @ 7:00 

Pr. Barb Knutson’s Autumn Hours 
 

Pr. Barb Knutson resumes her ministry with 
us as our part-time visitation pastor, on Octo-
ber 1st and will serve through April of 2017. 
Her normal visitation hours will be Wednes-
day’s and Thursday’s from 9:00am-5:00pm.  

Dear friends in Christ,  

I was introduced to an interesting 
little book this summer entitled 
The Forgotten Luther which is 
recovery of Luther’s on-going 

passion for socio-economic justice. This passion grew out of the 
increased awareness in Luther’s day of the great disparity that 
existed between the few who had a lot, and the great many 
who had very little. As part of the emerging middle class, Luther 
and other leaders of the Reformation spent a great deal of time 
devoted to both conversation and action to try to address this 
need. 

The Apostle Paul was a source of inspiration for Luther, as 
when he encouraged Christians in Corinth to seek balance be-
tween abundance and need, so that abundance may be for the 
sake of need, in order that there may be fair abundance, “the 
one who had much did not have too much, and the one who 
had little did not have too little” (II Cor. 8:13-15). 

Luther’s reflection on the disparity of wealth between the 
haves and the have-nots is captured in his often quoted words, 
“God is the kind of Lord who does nothing but exalt those of 
low degree and put down the mighty from their thrones, in 
short, break what is whole and make whole what is bro-
ken” (LW 21:299-300). 

One of the significant ways that Luther and the congregation in 
Wittenberg that Luther served, responded to the challenge to 
the church to be a champion for the poor and to work to ad-
dress the severe issues of socio-economic injustice of their day, 
was the establishment of the common chest. The establish-
ment of a common chest was not only a way for Christians in 
Luther’s day to live out their call to love their neighbor, but it 
also provided a means by which people of faith could tangibly 
express their faith by use of their talents, experiences, and 
knowledge. 

If we are to understand ourselves as a congregation engaged in 
God’s mission for the sake of the world, then the promise that 
God gives us that in Christ we have been set free, is a word that 
tells us that the freedom we experience in Christ, is the free-
dom that drives us to raise the question Luther and those who 
have walked before us, have found meaning and purpose in 
asking, how might we too use our God-given creativity and rea-
son to express with the Apostle Paul calls, faith active in love. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Eric 

Informational Meeting/Dinner @ Pr. Eric’s 
500 Years of the Reformation: 1517-2017 

Sunday, October 9th @ 12:00noon 
 

Come enjoy bratwurst, German Sauer Kraut, wear your Leder-
hosen…and let’s eat and share ideas for how ELC might cele-
brate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017!  
Please RSVP and call ELC by Thursday, October 6th (and then 
bring a salad or dessert). 
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October Octogenarians 
John Sternaman 10/02, Irwin Miles 10/06, Harriet Nerby 10/06, 
Evelyn Lambert 10/08, Mary Glasenapp 10/13, Yvonne Richard 
10/14, Thomas Ristuben 10/17, Dorothy Hanson 10/18, Joyce 
Valentino 10/22, Jeri Muth 10/22, Charlotte Thompson 10/23, 
Patsy Anderson 10/23, Mary Lou Young 10/31. 

Food for More Challenge  
Friends Sharing Food is volunteer program 
operating in Jackson County which comes 
together to support our neighbors when 
they need it most. Throughout the month 
of October, ELC will be collecting dona-

tions that will be matched one-to-one with pounds of food cred-
it! This is an opportunity for us to help feed the hungry children 
and families of Jackson County. 
 

The Jackson County Food Pantry in Taylor feeds an average of 
330 people each month; the Neighborhood Food Pantry in 
Brockway and six satellite locations feeds an average of 570 
people each month; the Food for Kids program provides an av-
erage of 500 lunch bags throughout the county each month; and 
the Friends Food Shelf receives an average of 22,000 pounds of 
rescued food monthly. 
 

Throughout the month of October, special buckets will be avail-
able in the church narthex to receive donations for Friends Shar-
ing Food. Please make checks payable to Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and mark Friends Sharing Food on the memo line. 

Bread for the World Sunday 
          October 22nd/23rd 

 In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And 
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Bread for the World is a collective Christian voice urging our 
nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad. 
Working with Republican and Democratic leaders, Bread for 
the World is supported by all major church bodies, working to 
lobby congress on behalf of hungry people. 

 Bread for the World Sunday is an opportunity to engage 
God’s work to end hunger, giving our congregation an oppor-
tunity to turn faith into action, as we join members of other 
congregations from various denominations in lifting up their 
voices on behalf of hungry people. Through education, prayer, 
and worship, we will have an opportunity to play a positive role 
in ending hunger in God’s world. 

 Bread for the World Sunday is also an opportunity for us to 
give thanks for all the work our congregation is doing through 
the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and Lutheran World Relief, who 
partner with Bread for the World through innovative efforts to 
fight hunger and poverty. 

For more information visit www.bread.org. 

Women of the church are reminded to turn in their Thank 
Offering boxes if they have not yet done so.  These can be left 
in the church office.  New boxes are available in the Narthex. 

The ELC Altar Guild is looking for new people to join their com-
mittee.  The Altar Guild meets the third Tuesday of each month 
at 9:00 am.  This ministry involves preparing the worship space 
with the furnishings, appointments, vessels, elements, linens, 
and paraments used in the liturgy. FMI please contact Judy L. 
Peterson at 715-284-9771. 

 

COMMUNION WARE SETUP ASSISTANTS  
DESPERATELY NEEDED!   

The Altar Guild is also looking for members to help with Com-
munion Ware setup for Worship times on the 1st & 3rd Sun-
day’s of each month.  Everyone is welcome to consider. Fami-
lies of Confirmation or 1st Communion students are also en-
couraged to inquire, it’s a great way to help out as a family.  
The process is very simple.  A short instructional class can be 
arranged for anyone interested.  Please contact Joan Brown at 
715-284-5640 if interested.   Thank you! 

ELC God’s Work. Our Hands t-shirts 
$20 for World Hunger 

 

Yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands” t-shirts with Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, Black River Falls, printed on the back, are availa-
ble for $20 at the church office. All money raised will benefit 
ELCA World Hunger. 

October 13 and 27 are the dates Sewing Circle meets again. 
Plan to join us to tie a quilt for Project Christmas. October 27th 
is a "no school" day. We welcome high school and middle 
school students to tie quilts or layout quilts tops starting at 
1p.m. on October 27th. The 103 quilts for Lutheran World Re-
lief will ship out on October 8. Thank you all for committing to 
the task of making these quilts; and thanks for all the dona-
tions of material from within and without the congregation. 
We are truly blessed in this work.   
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.7th Grade:   7th graders are learning the stories of the Bible in 
Sunday School; and will attend a 4-week session on the Refor-
mation in the Spring. 7th graders are also required to acolyte 4 
or 5 times this year as scheduled. Calendar is posted in the nar-
thex.  
 8th/9th Grade: Wed. night learning events begin Oct. 5th,  

7-8:30pm.  Be sure to bring your Bible. You can start turning in 

worship notes any time! The hanging files are located on the 

youth table in the narthex.  Blank sheets are in front.  When 

completed, place in the folder with your guide’s name on it.  

10th Grade: Check with your small group guide to assure you 

are caught up with your work. Interviews with the Parish Edu-

cation Committee will be October 23rd @ 11:45am-1:30pm. All 

students are required to attend.   
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

    A service for Affirmation of Baptism will be Oct. 30th, at 

10:30 am. Rehearsal for this event and pictures are on Oct. 26th 

at 6:00pm. Please be prompt and ready (dressed) for pictures!  

Parents are asked to attend.  

             3rd grade – Bible Milestone 

    3rd graders and their parents are invited to attend a learning 
event on Sun., Oct. 23rd, 9:15am. You will do fun activities as 
you learn about God's Word for us. You will be presented with 
a gift of a Bible on Sun. Oct. 30th during 8:00a worship as you 
mark this milestone in your faith journey. 

The 2016 Peer Ministry Team 

The 2016-2017 ELC Peer Team will be installed 
on Sunday, October 2nd at the 10:30am service 
receiving their towels (bandanas) as a symbol of 

their commitment to worship and faithful service within the 
congregation in the coming year. This year we are blessed to 
have Kylie Barton, Ben Bluedorn, Kaitlyn Gilbertson,  Caleb 
Marecek, Madison Markee, as members of our 9th Peer Minis-
try Team.  Their verse for the year is:  

Galatians 5:13 

 “For you were called to freedom….use your freedom as an op-
portunity to love and serve one another.” 

Support Peer Ministry: Provide a Lunch! 

Please consider supporting our Peer Ministry Team by signing 
up to provide a lunch that would serve 12 people during their 
monthly meetings @ ELC. Our Peer Ministry Team meets the 
first Sunday of the month from 11:45-1:15pm following the 
10:30am service. They meet for faith formation, ministry plan-
ning and prayer…but they also need to be fed. If interested call 
Wendy @ 715-284-4213 to be placed on the schedule.  Meals 
are needed for  November 6st, January 8th, and February 5th. 
May 6th 

Elementary Trip: Action City 
Sunday, October 16, 11:45am-3:45pm 

 

This is a fun day of play and pizza at Action City for 3rd through 
6th grade ELC youth and their friends, for a mere $10/youth. 
Interested youth may sign up and pay at the church office, 
through Wednesday, October 12th. 

GODSTOCK 2K16 
Nov. 11-13 @ Metropolis Resort 

Grades 9-12 
 

Join Lutheran High School students from throughout NW WI 
for a weekend of featured speakers, Christian Rock, workshops 
and worship, Friday, November 11 through Sunday, November 
13, at the Metropolis Resort, Eau Claire, WI. The cost of the 
weekend is $40 which includes a t-shirt, most meals, and lodg-
ing. For more information contact Pr. Eric. 

Our memory verse for 2016-17  

Matthew 5:3-11 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Blessed are those that who morn, for 
they will be comforted. 
 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled. 
 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God. 
 

Blessed are those who have persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kind of evil against you falsely on my account. 

Parents, if you were unable to attend Rally Sunday, please stop 
by the Sunday School office to complete your child’s registra-
tion card.  It is very important that we have your most current 
contact information on file. 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, October 23rd at 10:30 
am worship.  The PreK-2nd grade Sunday School students will 
sing.  Then on Sunday, October 30th @ 8:00 am worship 3rd-
6th students will sing. 

October 30th:  Neighborhood Pumpkin Day—Sunday School 
students will be delivering pumpkins around the neighborhood, 
please dress your children warm if it is chilly! 
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Posted AUGUST 16, 2016 
through 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2016 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of:  Thor & Cathy Rykken  
 From: Anne Lunda  
In memory of: Eugene Savage 
 From Donald & Mary Glasenapp 
In memory of: Mary Kroening (Judy Luttio’s mother) 
 From: Donald & Mary Glasenapp 
In memory of: Sarah Callisto 
 From: Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Charlotte Thompson 
In memory of: Sharon Christianson 
 From: Phyllis Gunderson, Louis & Nyla Musser, Kirk & 
Laurie Goetzka 
In memory of: Lillian Trunes Anderson-Neitzke (Linda Olstad’s 
mother) 
 From: Doris Holder, Louis & Nyla Musser 
Donations From: Millie Byrns, Judith Myskewitz, Dave & Joy 
Fossum 
 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage your 
gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for supporting 
this outreach ministry. 

ELCA World Hunger 
ELC’s September/October Special Offering 

 

More than 800 million people (that’s 1 in 8 people in our world 
today) are hungry. As a congregation of the ELCA, we are called 
to respond. ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach 
communities in need. From health clinics to feeding stations, 
water wells to animal husbandry, community meals to advoca-
cy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the 
ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at 
the root causes of hunger and poverty. Your special ELCA World 
Hunger envelope is located in your bi-monthly offering enve-
lope mailing. 
 

At our annual meeting we set a congregational goal of $3,000 
to be raised during the months of September/October as part 
of our special offering ministry. So far to date we have received 
$283. For more information about ELCA World Hunger visit: 
www.elca.org/hunger. 

Rally Sunday THANK YOU! 
A Big Thank You to all who assisted with preparation and clean-
up for Rally Day! It was a wonderful morning of fellowship.  

REFORMATION WEBCAST 
Thursday, Oct. 27 @ 7pm 

 

Please mark your calendars for a live webcast, “Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Witness on the Eve of the Reformation Anniver-
sary,” on Thursday, Oct. 27, at 7 p.m. As Lutherans, we have 
499 years of history, but on this day we will explore: What was 
the Reformation, and what does it mean for Lutherans and 
ecumenical partners; What is “Declaration on the Way,” and 
why is it significant for Lutheran-Catholic relations; What might 
ecumenical and interreligious relationships look like in the fu-
ture, and what does this mean for our faith community? Tune 
in to the live webcast by visiting ELCA.org/webcast, where a 
link to the recorded video will be made available after the 
broadcast. A live stream also will be available at Face-
book.com/Lutherans.  

2017 ELC Stewardship Ministry 
“Stewardship Helps Grow Faith in Jesus” 

Consecration Weekend: Nov. 12th/13th 

 
Your ELC Stewardship Team is excited to present a six-week 
Stewardship Emphasis series that will lead up to Consecration 
Weekend, November 12th/13th. This year’s consecration guest 
preacher is Bishop Rick Hoyme, whom we’re very excited to 
have back with us again. 
 

Our Stewardship Team believes that the goal of stewardship 
ministry is to help God grow in their relationship with Jesus 
through the use of the time, talents, and finances God has en-
trusted to us.  
 

For six weeks leading up to Consecration Weekend, education-
al inserts will be available at worship for people to bring home 
to reflect upon, pray over, and be inspired by, as we consider 
the blessings God has entrusted to us, and how we will respond 
to those blessings and participate in the stewardship ministry 
of this congregation. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fwebcast&srcid=105163&srctid=1&erid=20825689&trid=b8f76c30-614c-4a57-86ae-2651c77f9346
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2flutherans&srcid=105163&srctid=1&erid=20825689&trid=b8f76c30-614c-4a57-86ae-2651c77f9346
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2flutherans&srcid=105163&srctid=1&erid=20825689&trid=b8f76c30-614c-4a57-86ae-2651c77f9346
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Worship Assistants Needed! 

Families or individuals are needed to help with ushering, 
greeting and/or reading lessons for any of the three worship 
services.  You may choose as many or as few times you’d be 
able to assist.  The schedule is flexible.  All are welcome to 
volunteer and be a part of worship.   If you are interested, 
please contact Wendy at the office.  Thank you in advance for 
your services. 

OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED! 

The office is looking for anyone available to 
help count weekly offering.  No experience 
necessary just your willingness to help.  
Counters meet once a week for 1-2 hours.  
You may pick and choose dates as you are 

OCTOBER 1st, 9AM-3PM 
Under the Oktoberfest tent! 

“Interfaith Sweet Charity Bake Sale” 
BAKED ITEMS NEEDED! 

 

Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers is hosting its annual Bake Sale 
at the annual Oktoberfest Celebration on October 1st from 
10am – 3pm at the Rock Springs Park in Black River Falls.  Vol-
unteers are needed to provide baked goods, raffle items, or a 
financial donation.  If you would like to donate baked goods 
please call 715-284-7058.  All donations support Interfaith mis-
sion of assisting older adults and disabled individuals in Jackson 
County live independent lives.  This is one of our biggest fund-
raisers each year and we greatly appreciate your support.    

ADULT WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED!  Readers are needed 
for the following dates:   Dec. 24 @ 4:00p 
Ushers are needed for the following dates:   Oct. 16  @ 8:00a,  
Nov. 13 @ 8:00a & 10:30a; Nov. 20 @ 8:00a, Dec. 24 @ 4:00p 
& 6:00p.  Please contact Wendy at the office if you are willing 
to help.  Thank you!  

Martin Luther Exhibit @ Minneapolis Art Institute 
Friday, December 2, 9:00am to 5:00pm 

Grab your seats now for a guided tour of the Martin Luther 
exhibit at the Minneapolis Art Institute, on Friday, December 2. 
We’ll leave the ELC parking lot at 9:00am and enjoy lunch at 
Luther Seminary, followed by a one-hour guided tour (1:30-
2:30pm) of the Martin Luther at the Minneapolis Art Institute. 
The cost of the trip is $30 per person which includes transpor-
tation, tour ticket and lunch. Interested persons can sign up 
and pay at the church office. FMI, call Pr. Eric. 

Dear Friends, 

Former Pastor, The Rev. Thomas Heyd, who served at ELC from 
1969-1976, will be celebrating 50 years of ordained ministry on 
October 15th at St. John’s Lutheran in Annandale, MN.  A pro-
gram of Thanksgiving is at 2pm.  Cards, letters and tributes are 
welcome, and may be addressed to “Heyd Anniversary,” St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, 331 Harrison Street, Annandale, MN 
55302. 
 

Sincerely, 
Tomah Heyd Ordination Anniversary Committee 

NEWSLETTER CREW HELP NEEDED! 
 

The office is looking for anyone availa-
ble to help assemble the monthly news-
letter once a month at the end of the 
month usually at 10:00 am.   Watch the 
bulletin and newsletter calendar for 
dates.  No experience required, only 

your willingness to help assembly, tape and count for about an 
hour.  Enjoy coffee and treats afterwards.  “Many hands make 
light work” FMI, please contact Wendy at the office.  715-284-
4213. 

Generation X/Millennials Women Bible Study 

This group is for younger women that may or 
may not have been a part of an organized Bible 
study group, but are interested.  We currently have 4-5 women 
that meet one Wednesday a month, 7:00-8:30 in the church 
library.  There’s plenty of great conversation and insight.  It's 
totally freeing!  JUST COME AND BE FED....."BREAD FOR THE 
JOURNEY"!  The next Bible study is Wednesday, October 19th at 
7:00 in the church library.  FMI please contact the office. 



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
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Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you September 29, 2016 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Worship Schedule 

October 9th @ 10:30am – Pets/Animals Sunday 

October 22nd/23rd – Bread for the World Sunday 

October 29th/30th – Reformation Sunday 

October 30th @ 10:30am – Confirmation Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, November 6th 
 

These services remind us of our human frailty and mortality in 

light of our faith in the resurrection of our risen Lord. In this 

service we name and remember the members of ELC who 

have died this past year and claim the promise of eternal life 

that is ours through the power of the cross and Christ’s victo-

ry over death. 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc

