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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ. Sent to Serve.” 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY,  November 6th 
 

These services remind us of our human frailty and mortality in light of our faith in 

the resurrection of our risen Lord. In this service we name and remember the 

members of ELC who have died this past year and claim the promise of eternal life 

that is ours through the power of the cross and Christ’s victory over death. 

2016 Church Council 
Congregation President 

Jeff Stear  
Vice President 
Dale Fredrick 

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis  

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson, Jr. 

Council 
Perry Bue 

Kathy Goodenough 
Paul Hanson  
Jon Warmke 
Louise Voss 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Eric Bakken 

Rev. Barbara Knutson 
Office Manager 

Wendy Sciborski 
Custodians 

Paul Anderson 
Choir Directors 

Mary Cooley 
Barb Olson-Louis 

Sunday School Superintendent 
Kari Bue 

2017 ELC Stewardship Ministry 
“Stewardship Helps Grow Faith in Jesus” 
Consecration Weekend: Nov. 12th/13th 

 
Your ELC Stewardship Team is excited to present a six-week Stewardship Emphasis 
series that will lead up to Consecration Weekend, November 12th/13th. This year’s 
consecration guest preacher is Bishop Rick Hoyme, whom we’re very excited to have 
back with us again. 
 

Our Stewardship Team believes that the goal of stewardship ministry is to help God 
grow in their relationship with Jesus through the use of the time, talents, and financ-
es God has entrusted to us.  
 

For six weeks leading up to Consecration Weekend, educational inserts will be avail-
able at worship for people to bring home to reflect upon, pray over, and be inspired 
by, as we consider the blessings God has entrusted to us, and how we will respond 
to those blessings and participate in the stewardship ministry of this congregation. 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
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Council Meeting Minutes 
from October 11, 2016 

A  full council packet is kept on file in the church library.  Com-
mittees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be includ-
ed in the council packet to Wendy.  

 

 Special Events to commemorate the 500th Anniversary of 

the Reformation (2017) are being discussed. It is hoped 

that anyone interested in the planning for this, would con-

tact a member of Council or the church office.   

 The ELC 150th Anniversary will be celebrated during 2018.  

A committee will be formed to develop events and activi-

ties to mark this milestone.  Again, please contact any 

member of Council, Pastor Eric, or the church office if you 

are interested in this event. 

 Windows have been replaced in both stairways leading to 

the balcony.  What a difference in light and energy savings 

they are making!  Take a walk upstairs and see! 

 Discussions have started regarding an upgrade to our au-

dio system, with the possibility of adding video enhance-

ments.  If you have a working knowledge of audio/visual 

equipment and systems, please contact Barb Olson-Louis, 

Worship Committee Chairperson. 

 The Personnel Committee will be holding staff interviews 

for all salaried staff and those receiving a stipend. 

 A fund-raising event was held October 22 and 23 to help 

generate funds for Sugar Creek.  It was called, 

“SugarFest”.  Matching grants have been offered by both 

the Stewardship Committee and Gifts & Memorials. 

 Due to the Presidential Election, the next council meeting 

will be held Tuesday, November15th, at 7:00 p.m.  Check 

upcoming bulletins for re-scheduled committee meetings. 

Next meeting, Tuesday, November 15th 

Martin Luther Exhibit @  
Minneapolis Art Institute 

Friday, December 2, 9:00am to 5:00pm 
Grab your seats now for a guided tour of the 
Martin Luther exhibit at the Minneapolis Art 
Institute, on Friday, December 2. We’ll leave the ELC parking 
lot at 9:00am and enjoy lunch at Luther Seminary, followed by 
a one-hour guided tour (1:30-2:30pm) of the Martin Luther at 
the Minneapolis Art Institute. The cost of the trip is $30 per 
person which includes transportation, tour ticket and lunch. 
Interested persons can sign up and pay at the church office. 
FMI, call Pr. Eric. 

 
 
 Dear friends in Christ, 
 
 

I remember as a youth sitting around the evening campfire at 
Bible Camp, and my counselor asking us, “If you thought the 
world was ending soon, how could that affect how you lived 
your life and interacted with others?” Well, that question 
prompted a lot of thought. It got a lot of conversation going 
around the campfire, late into the night. 
 

The church in Thessalonica was founded by the Apostle Paul, 
working with Timothy and Silas. Having heard stories that Je-
sus when predicting his own death, suggested that before a 
generation would pass away, he would return, they expected 
Christ to return at any moment, and some even tried to pre-
dict the exact date. 
 

Paul was concerned about this way of thinking, because he 
saw that it distracted the congregation from taking care of 
some of the basic needs of the congregation, and surrounding 
community. In his first letter to the Thessalonians, he encour-
ages them to concentrate instead on their daily Christian life. 
“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as 
indeed you are doing. But we appeal to you, brothers and sis-
ters, to respect those who labor among you, and have charge 
of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly 
in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 
And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage 
the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them 
(Thessalonians 5:11-14).” 
 

I hear in this text words that encourage us to look at the minis-
try we share together, and ask ourselves how we support one 
another as we continue our work today and tomorrow. I can-
not remember how I answered that question posed to us 
around the campfire that night, but today I’d say that we’d do 
well if we’d pray for one another; if we’d gather to worship 
God together; we’d be doing well every time we were gener-
ous and looked for ways how we might daily demonstrate 
God’s love at work in the world, as we together live claiming 
the promises God has made to us in our baptism. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Eric 

Adult Education: The Lutheran Course 
Sunday’s 9:20-10:10am 

 

The Church Council and Peer Ministers invite you to join them 
in a seven-week adult education series entitled The Lutheran 
Course, which will run through Sunday, November 13, meeting 
9:20-10:10am in the church Atrium. This course navigates the 
fundamentals of Lutheranism in seven sessions. The topic on 
Sunday, November 6th is, How to Read the Bible; and the topic 
on Sunday, November 13th is, How to Talk about Faith with 
your Friends. 
Each session begins with a video presentation by various Lu-
theran Theologians. The video presentation is followed by 
small group discussion around tables. 
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Octogenarian Birthdays! 
 

November 6 Arlene Rudolph 

November 16 Edsel Johnson 

November 28 Virginia Myher 

November 29 Thomas Johnson 

The Sewing Circle will meet the 2nd Thursday in November, 
November 10th and will NOT meet in December. 

On Saturday, October 22nd, ELC's 2016 shipment of kits and 
quilts was transported to La Crosse where they were put on a 
rail car and taken to the warehouse in St. Paul. A big thank you 
goes out to Scott Bluedorn who transported these items to La 
Crosse.  Due to a mix up in schedules, Scott made the trip to La 
Crosse twice. Both times he was a gracious and willing helper.  
Also, thank you to Harvey Wood for the use of his trailer. 
 

Our congregation was able to turn ordinary items into extraor-
dinary gifts. Genesis Circle assembled and packed up 73 Per-
sonal Care Kits, 73 School Kits, 36 Baby Care Kits, and 320 bars 
of soap.  These LWR Kits of Care will go to help people dealing 
with some of life's most difficult situations-the aftermath of 
earthquakes and floods, fleeing home to escape violence, and 
living in extreme poverty. 
 

We also shipped 103 quilts.  LWR Mission Quilts provide com-
fort at a time when the recipients need it the most. Through 
the simple combination of fabric and thread people in their 
time of greatest need receive a message of hope-you are not 
alone.   
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to these LWR kits and 
quilts. God's Work-Our Hands 

The ELC Altar Guild is looking for new people to join their com-
mittee.  The Altar Guild meets the third Tuesday of each month 
at 9:00 am.  This ministry involves preparing the worship space 
with the furnishings, appointments, vessels, elements, linens, 
and paraments used in the liturgy. FMI please contact Judy L. 
Peterson at 715-284-9771. 

 

COMMUNION WARE SETUP ASSISTANTS  
DESPERATELY NEEDED!   

 
 

The Altar Guild is also looking for members to help with Com-
munion Ware setup for Worship times on the 1st & 3rd Sun-
day’s of each month.  Everyone is welcome to consider. Fami-
lies of Confirmation or 1st Communion students are also en-
couraged to inquire, it’s a great way to help out as a family.  
The process is very simple.  A short instructional class can be 
arranged for anyone interested.  Please contact Joan Brown at 
715-284-5640 if interested.   Thank you! 
 
Advent Decorating:  The Altar Guild will meet, Mon., Nov. 28th 
@ 9:00 am to decorate the church for the Advent Season.   
Everyone is welcome! 

W/ELC 2017 Triennial Scholarship Application Form 

Tenth Triennial Gathering July 13-16, 2017, Minneapolis, MN 

ATTENDEE’S NAME: ________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Financial Commitment of $310/individual for early registration 

9/6/16-1/16/2017.  Applicant assumes any additional costs of 

three nights lodging, meals, and transportation to unconfirmed 

as of 9/15/2016.  Scholarship application deadline is December 

12, 2016.  Application forms available in church narthex or 

church office. 

10 Good Reasons to Attend the 10th Triennial Gathering 
10) Hear the Gathering choir raise the roof with our All Anew 
theme hymn. 

9) Worship together with thousands of Lutheran women. 

8) Bring home a tote bag full of fresh new ideas for ministry 
and action. 

7) You’ll be refreshed and renewed by gathering with thou-
sands of women who share our faith. 

6) You’ll meet so many of your favorite authors all in one 
place. 

5) Learn so many great new ways to promote healing and 
wholeness in the church, society, and the world. 

4) You’ll make a real difference in people’s lives with your gen-
erous offering at closing worship. 

3) Make friends with thousands of bold women from around 
the country and the world. 

2) You’ll enliven your heart, excite your mind, enrich your spir-
it, and exercise your body. 

1) You’ll be made ALL ANEW! 
 

Become a Friend of the Triennial Gathering Learn more at 
welcatg.org 
 

Download a copy of the ALL ANEW registration book at 
welcatg.org or call 1-800-3522, ext. 2730. 
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November Worship Schedule 

November 5th/6th – All Saints Sunday/Weekend 
November 12th/13th – Consecration Sunday/Weekend 

November 19th/20th – Christ the King Sunday/Weekend 
November 23rd @ 7pm – Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

November 26th/27th – 1st Sunday of Advent/Weekend 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 

THANKSGIVING WEEKENDS 
 

It is that time of the year that we naturally are aware of all that 
we have to be thankful for, and for the joy that comes in the 
giving of gifts.  This year our congregation has again been 
asked to “ring the bell” for Salvation Army hopefully the week-
ends before and after Thanksgiving.  More details to be an-
nounced soon.  Watch for sign up sheets also. This is a wonder-
ful way to give thanks for all that we have received, and to give 
a gift to many who in this season are truly in need of the sup-
port that comes through generous support. 

ADVENT VESPERS 
Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm     

Soup @ 6:00pm 
 

November 30th,  
December 7th, 14th, 21st  

 

 Advent Vespers is a short 45-

minute service of song, readings, candles, prayer and reflection 

using Holden Evening Prayer as the service format. Offerings 

will be directed to Malawi Famine Relief. Following worship, a 

simple soup supper will be served. In the midst of the fast 

paced rhythm of this time of year, Advent Vespers has been a 

helpful way for many of our members to set aside a time to 

meditate and reflect upon the true essence of the season.   

Advent Vespers Soup Supper 
Volunteers are needed to prepare soups, sandwiches or work 
in the kitchen.  Sign up sheets are in the narthex if you are able 
to help out. Free will supper offerings will also be designated 
towards Malawi Famine Relief  

Worship Assistants Needed!  

Families or individuals are needed to help with 

ushering, greeting and/or reading lessons for 

any of the three worship services.  You may 

choose as many or as few times you’d be able 

to assist.  The schedule is flexible.  All are wel-

come to volunteer and be a part of worship.   If 

you are interested, please contact Wendy at 

the office.  Thank you in advance for your ser-

vices. 

Advent Vesper offerings will be designated towards 

Malawi Famine Relief. 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

November 23rd, 7:00 pm 
 

While North Americans celebrate one day of thanksgiving each 
year, Christians gather weekly if not more frequently to give 
thanks and praise to God for all that God has done.  Out of 
God’s abundant grace we find our true reason to give thanks.  
Come, gather, sing, hear the word of hope, pray and celebrate 
that which lies at the heart of true thanksgiving. 

NOVEMBER OCTOGENARIAN BIRTHDAYS! 

November 6 Arlene Rudolph 

November 16 Edsel Johnson 

November 28 Virginia Myher 

November 29 Thomas Johnson, Elna Bock 
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Our memory verse for 2016-17  

Matthew 5:3-11 

 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en. 
 

Blessed are those that who morn, for they will be comforted. 
 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be filled. 
 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God. 
 

Blessed are those who have persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kind of evil against you falsely on my account. 
 
 

November Sunday School Dates to Remember-11/27   

 Peer Ministers teach 6th-8th grade Sunday School classes 

 First Sunday of Advent 
 
Our giving tree will be going up mid-November watch for an-
nouncements coming on details of that.   

 

ELC Peer Ministry Retreat 
Saturday, December 3rd @ UW La Crosse 

8th/9th Grade Confirmation News 

Our learning events continue on the Lord’s Prayer through the 
month of November.  Remember that we will not have class on 
November 23rd, so that students and their families may attend 
worship on Thanksgiving Eve.  

Congratulations to all of our 3rd graders who received a bible 

on Reformation Sunday, October 30th: Greta Bakken, Saman-

tha Blazek, Evelyn Bolger, Gavin Bolger, Kendall Kampen, Libby 

Moldenhauer, Megan Olson, Eli Sciborski, Logan Simion, Keira 

Small.  We gratefully acknowledge and thank the Women of 

ELC for providing funds to purchase these bibles as a gift. 

Blessings to all of our tenth grade Confirmands; Amanda 
Chandler, Isaac Gaier, Emma Goodenough, Ryan Goodenough, 
Chase Handly, Cody Hoeschele, Alexander Jessie, Jessica Olson, 
Rebecca Ross & Ashley Rush who affirmed their baptism on 
Reformation Sunday, October 30th.   
 

A special thank you to Kathy Goodenough and Beth Handly, 
their confirmation guides who have accompanied these youth 
in their faith journey. 

Support Peer Ministry ~ Provide a Lunch!  
Please consider supporting our Peer Ministry Team by provid-
ing a lunch for 5 people. Our Peer Ministers meets the 1st Sun. 
of the month @ 11:45 following 10:30am service, for faith for-
mation, ministry planning and prayer. If interested call Wendy 
@ the office to be placed on the schedule. A meal is still need-
ed for Jan. 8th  

 
GODSTOCK 2K16 

Nov. 11-13 @ Metropolis Resort 
Grades 9-12 

 

Join Lutheran High School students from throughout NW WI for 
a weekend of featured speakers, Christian Rock, workshops and 
worship, November 11-13, at the Metropolis Resort, Eau Claire, 
WI. The cost of the weekend is $40 which includes a t-shirt, 
most meals, and lodging. For more information contact Pr. Eric. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ELC God’s Work. Our Hands t-shirts 

$20 for World Hunger 
 

Yellow “God’s Work. Our Hands” t-shirts with Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, Black River Falls, printed on the back, are availa-
ble for $20 at the church office. All money raised will benefit 
ELCA World Hunger. 

 
 

Peer Ministry Meeting 
Sunday, November 6th @  

11:45-2:15pm @ ELC 
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Posted SEPTEMBER 16, 2016 
through 

OCTOBER 15, 2016 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of:  Sharon Christianson 
 From: Darlene Dugan & Margie Slosser 
In memory of: Eugene Savage 
 From: Paul & Barb Hanson, Lila Lynne, David & Joy 
Fossum 
In memory of: Severina Mendoza (Imelda Kelly’s mother) 
 From: Rolland & Mandy Lee 
In memory of:  Michael Nachreiner 
 From: Louis & Nyla Musser 
In honor of: Caroline Olson 
 From: John & Sharon Lund 
Donations to the Radio Fund: Esther & Naomi Circle & Mary 
Lou Young 
TENDER BRANCHES 
In memory of:  Sharon Christianson 
 From: Luann Aschenbrenner 
HANDBELLS 
In memory of: Mary Kroening 
 From: Suzanne Shaw 
 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

Special Offering 

For November/December 
 

The ELC Special Offering for November/December is “Bed-nets” 
which are used in Sub-Saharan Africa to protect families as 
they sleep from Malaria carrying mosquitos. You can purchase 
a $10 bed-net by using the special offering envelope in your bi-
monthly mailing, or stopping by the church office. Each $10 
donation will purchase one bed-net and will place a corre-
sponding ornament on the bed-net tree located in the ELC Atri-
um during the Advent season. This is one of those special offer-
ings where you know that your gift literally saves lives. 

Don’t Be Left Out!  ELC sends a weekly email update.  Subscribe 
by sending your email address to Wendy at officemanag-
er@brfelc.org or calling 715-284-4213.  This is an eco-friendly 
way to share announcements and news of activities at church.  
You have the option to opt in or out at any time.   

TIS THE SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP AND GRATITUDE  

If you are a Thrivent Financial member with Choice Dollars to 
direct, you can help our church continue its ministry here and 
reach out to the greater community.   

Simply direct Choice Dollars to EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH.  We plan to use these grant funds to continue our 
church ministry. 

You can make your direction online at Thrivent.com or call 
Thrivent at 800-847-4836, and say “Thrivent Choice” after the 
prompt.   

The Thrivent Choice charitable grant program lets eligible 
Thrivent members recommend where some of Thrivent’s char-
itable dollars are distributed.  So far this year, churches nation-
wide have received more the $23 million in charitable grant 
funds as a result of the Thrivent Choice program. 

To see if you are eligible to participate or have questions, call 
Thrivent toll-free at 800-847-4836. 

“PushPay” Electronic Giving Kiosk 
Giving Options Grow @ ELC 

 

ELC is partnered with “PushPay” through a divi-
sion called eChurchGiving to open up the oppor-
tunity for anyone, anywhere to make a donation 
to ELC by:  
 

1.) using the Giving Kiosk that is located in the 
church narthex;  
2.) making a donation online through the web-
site www.brfelc.org;  
3.) mobile giving through a custom ELC phone app.  There are 
app options for both Apple & Android products available in 
their respective stores 
4.) or mobile giving through a text message.  We anticipate 
these services being available sometime during Advent.   
 

 Your gifts to the ministry of ELC are appreciated. 



  

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Rev. Eric Bakken           pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson     Visitation Pastor 
Wendy Sciborski   officemanager@brfelc.org 
 

Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you October 28, 2016 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 

 

HEALTHY COOKING LIVE: 

with  

CHEF ROBERT LEWIS 
 

This event is FREE for everyone-filled with fun and great 
ideas for healthy cooking.  Chef Robert has another rea-
son for being so passionate about healthy cooking-he 
also has Type 2 Diabetes. 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5th 

9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Live Show:  10:00 AM—11:00 AM 

LUNDA COMMUNITY CENTER FIELDHOUSE 

405 State Hwy 54, Black River Falls, WI 54615 
 

Advance registrants will be eligible to win a Fit Bit activity track-
er! Visit www.brmh.net/cookinglive or call 715-284-1325. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

The annual United Methodist Women  
Cookie Walk will be held on  

Saturday, December 19, 2016 
 

In the gathering area of the United Methodist Church in Black 
River Falls.  Doors will open at 10:30 a.m.  Come and fill your 
container for $6/lb. Cookies, candies and specialty breads will 
be available!  The church youth group will hold a soup and 
sandwich luncheon in the fellowship hall beginning at 10:30 
a.m. also.  (free will offering for lunch) 

 

 

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc  

https://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc

