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Evangelical Lutheran Church 
“Centered In Christ. Sent to Serve.” 

Christmas Eve – Saturday, December  24th  

Candle Light Services 

4:00pm & 6:00pm 

 Christmas Day – Sunday, December, 25th 

9:00am (Holy Communion) 

Sunday, January 1st @ 9:00am 

Service of Lessons & Carols 

Advent Vespers: Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm 
Dec. 7th, Dec. 14th, Dec. 21st. 

Advent Soup Supper @ 6:00pm 
Theme: “Tidings of Comfort and Joy” 

 
Advent Vespers is a 45-minute service of song, readings, candles, prayer and reflec-
tion using the worship setting, Holden Evening Prayer. Following vespers, soup sup-
per is served. The holiday season can stir deep emotions within each of us.  

Many greet the advent of Christmas with joy and excitement, whereas those who 
have lost loved ones during the past year (s) may find great sadness in the very 
same event. Thankfully, our God meets us wherever we are, both physically and 
emotionally. This Advent Vespers series gives voice to the complex situations and 
emotions with which we greet the coming Messiah and uses the reactions of those 
who first received the news of Jesus’ birth (Zechariah, Joseph, Mary, and the shep-
herds) to do so.  2016 Church Council 
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November 15th Council Highlights 

2016 is wrapping up and just around the corner is ELC’s Annual 
Report deadline.  2016 Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, 
January 29th.  The annual report  must be available to the con-
gregation by January 15th.  Therefore, your help in getting the 
office your annual report as soon as possible is greatly appreci-
ated.  Electronically is the preferred way, but we will take oth-
er forms too.  Thank you in advance! 

Dear friends in Christ, 

In some ways, the season of Advent asks us to consider what it 
means to believe? More specific than that, what it means to 
believe in a word that both moves us with delight, to places 
we never imagined we’d ever be able to be moved to, and at 
the same time unsettles us with a grief that haunts. This 
word…this enfleshed divine entrance…this unexpected cosmic 
surprise of God’s grace is a word that as it comes close, press-
es in upon us. It speaks out against all of the injustices of the 
world that we too often find ourselves standing by on the side-
lines watching, and so it haunts us. But it also calls us…to 
move…to listen…to imagine…towards hope. 

For this word is spoken…for us. It is uttered because we at 
times know too well what it is like to be alone. Each of us sees 
too much sadness in this world, and each of us feels as if we 
have something within us that we wish we would share so that 
the sadness might diminish. This thing that is within us…it 
comes from beyond us…this thing that sees sadness in others 
and yearns for it to lose its power…is a thing that has been 
rooted deep within our very souls, by the one who gives us 
life. 

Advent is a season when fears are faced and the silence that 
often accompanies it is addressed. For the living word of God 
has entered human history. It has come to tell us that we are 
not self-made. It has come to tell us that we are set free. We 
are free because God has come seeking to do everything 
through us…and with us…and never without us. 

In Advent we hear and believe that we are created to be emp-
tied…emptied of self-sufficiency…emptied of pride…emptied 
of hatred…emptied of all our fears. We are emptied so that 
God might fill us with belonging…humility…kindness…justice…
peace. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Eric 

2017 Stewardship Report 

This year’s Stewardship Ministry theme is: “Stewardship 
Helps Grow Faith in Jesus!” This means that stewardship is all 
about the intimate connection between how we handle our 
financial matters and our relationship with God. At this time 
ELC has received 122 pledges. In past years by the end of the 
year we typically receive between 150-170 pledges. 

The gift of a pledge is of great benefit to the mission of God 
that we seek to be a part of, in that it helps to guide our plan-
ning for the best use of the resources God provides. It is a 
dependable way for us to set our congregational mission plan 
(budget) as we’ve discovered that pledging works. In past 
years 99% of what is pledged is received, and most people 
who pledge usually exceed their pledge. This seems to rein-
force the idea that those who pledge see their act of pledging 
as a way to grow in their relationship with Jesus. 

Our pledges are a reflection of faith, they are a witness to 
God’s grace, and they provide for us a spiritual discipline that 
helps us to serve God through the life of faith we share to-
gether as the people of God. 

 

A  full council packet is kept on file in the 
church library.  Committees, please re-
member to turn in your minutes to be in-
cluded in the council packet to Wendy.  
 
 A Nominating committee was formed to replace exiting 

Council members. The committee consists of Pastor Eric, 
Jeff Stear and Paul Hanson. Jeff and Paul’s terms will be 
ending. 

 

 There was not a proposed budget brought before Council, 
as the Finance Committee was not able to meet prior to 
Council meeting. Proposed Budget will be brought to the 
December meeting. 

 

 Pledges were discussed as far as some increasing, some 
decreasing. Pledge cards will be mailed to those not 
attending Consecration Sunday service.  

 

 Pastor Eric is requesting a sabbatical for 2018 his last was 
in 2012. A sabbatical is due every 6 years according to the 
sabbatical policy. Pastor Eric will bring a written sabbatical 
proposal to Council for approval in December. 

 

 Education: A Chili Cook-Off has been planned for a fund-
raiser. Working on Family Night for January. 3rd Graders 
received Bibles for their Milestone Ministry. Sunday School 
attendance has grown with some new family’s joining and 
some old ones returning. 

 

 Personnel: Staff Interviews were recently conducted. Not-
ed was the accompanist feeling stretched a little thin and 
concerns about organ playing. The complete report is in 
the Council packet.  

 

ELC Council meets again December 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
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Year-End Planning-All W/ELC Com-
mittees need to have their year-end 
reports (2016 activities/
accomplishments/special actions) com-
pleted on or before December 15th.  

The December W/ELC Board Meeting-has been scheduled for 
the third Thursday, the 15th at 5:30 in the church library.  The 
primary topic of discussion will be our 2017 budget and action 
plans.  Any member or committee who would like to present a 
special or new 2017 budget request for consideration can ei-
ther bring it to the board meeting or drop off a written request 
and explanation in the W/ELC mail slot at the church (in the 
closet at the end of the upstairs office hallway) on or before 
the 15th. 

Christmas at the Book Nook   
 

From greeting cards to hymnals, from napkins to dishcloths, 
the Book Nook has a nice selection of items to choose from for 
many of your Christmas needs.  There is a special Christmas 
Card display with several different styles of cards to choose 
from for your Christmas greeting.  Stop by the Book Nook, 
located in the Gathering Room by the office, and take a look at 
all we have to offer! 

Check Out Our Library in December 
 

We have a nice collection of Christmas 
books in our library for children and 
adults.  Stop by and check out the selec-
tion.  It's very easy to check out books at 
our ELC library.  Just fill out the card in 
back of the book and leave it in the met-
al box by the bookshelves.  Keep the 
book for two weeks and return it.  The library is available for 
checking out books whenever the church is open. We use the 
honor system. 
 

Several adult titles are listed here, but there are more on the 
shelves in a separate Christmas section. 
*new books 
*A Baxter Family Christmas by Karen Kingsbury 
*Behold Bethlehem by Max Lucado 
Shepherds Abiding by Jan Karon 
The Christmas Quilt by Thomas J. Davis 
The Christmas Glass by Marci Alborghetti 
The Modern Magi by Carol Lynn Pearson 
All I Have to Give by Melody Carlson 
The Shoe Box by Francine Rivers 
The Christmas Shoes and its sequel, The Christmas Blessing, 
by Donna VanLiere. 
 

Several children's Christmas titles are listed here, but we have 
several more on our shelves. Reading picture books to young 
children is a great way to share the Christmas story and the 
season with your children. 
 

*Song of the Stars: A Christmas Story by Sally Lloyd-Jones 
*Christmas in the Barn by Margaret Wise Brown 
Christmas Day in the Morning by Pearl S. Buck 
The Little Shepherd's Christmas by Carol Heyer 
The Savior God Sent by Kelly A. Rainbolt 
The Friendly Beasts based on the traditional Christmas carol 
The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walberg 
Jesus, the Very Best Gift of All by Cathy Trzeciak 

W/ELC 2017 Triennial Scholarship Application Form 
 

Tenth Triennial Gathering July 13-16, 2017, Minneapolis, MN 
ATTENDEE’S NAME: ________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________________ 
Financial Commitment of $310/individual for early registration 
9/6/16-1/16/2017.  Applicant assumes any additional costs of 
three nights lodging, meals, and transportation to unconfirmed 
as of 9/15/2016.  DEADLINE of Scholarship Applications is 
December 12, 2016.  Application forms available in church 
narthex or church office. If unable to attend entire event, one 
day scholarship applications are also available. 
 

10 Good Reasons to Attend the 10th Triennial Gathering 
10) Hear the Gathering choir raise the roof with our All Anew 
theme hymn. 
9) Worship together with thousands of Lutheran women. 
8) Bring home a tote bag full of fresh new ideas for ministry 
and action. 
7) You’ll be refreshed and renewed by gathering with thou-
sands of women who share our faith. 
6) You’ll meet so many of your favorite authors all in one 
place. 
5) Learn so many great new ways to promote healing and 
wholeness in the church, society, and the world. 
4) You’ll make a real difference in people’s lives with your gen-
erous offering at closing worship. 
3) Make friends with thousands of bold women from around 
the country and the world. 
2) You’ll enliven your heart, excite your mind, enrich your spir-
it, and exercise your body. 
1) You’ll be made ALL ANEW! 
Become a Friend of the Triennial Gathering Learn more at 
welcatg.org 
Download a copy of the ALL ANEW registration book at 
welcatg.org or call 1-800-3522, ext. 2730. 

Sewing Circle has completed its goal with 112 quilts for Project 
Christmas for their outreach. The work of the year totals over 
250 quilts. We are grateful for all the generous donations made 
throughout this year.  After finishing with Monday nights from 
6 to 8 p.m., December 5 and 12, Sewing Circle will start the 
new season on Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 9 to 11 a.m. and 
1 to 4 p.m. We encourage you to join us as we move forward 
into the new year with a new goal.  
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Advent Vespers Soup Supper 
Volunteers are needed to prepare soups, sandwiches or work 
in the kitchen.  Sign up sheets are in the narthex if you are able 
to help out.   

ADVENT VESPERS & SOUP SUPPER 
Offerings will benefit God’s Global Barnyard,  

a ministry of ELCA World Hunger 

They Held Hands for an Hour 

Arlene Rudolph (left) and LaVera Reizinger (right), now living in 

Atrium and Pine View Care Centers, respectively, had each told 

Pastor Barb Knutson that they had been best friends since first 

grade through high school.  But both said they hadn’t seen 

each other since high school graduation-a long time ago.  They 

are now the two oldest members of our congregation. 

 Pastor Barb said “ she just had to get these two friends togeth-

er” since she had been bringing greetings from one to the oth-

er the past two years.  It happened on November 4th, three 

days before Arlene’s 97th birthday!  Arlene “Pooch” was 

brought to Pine View along with her daughter Becky Hasz and 

caregiver Nicole. 

Although LaVera is blind, she sees brilliantly with her memory.  

For the next hour Pastor Barb got them telling stories from 

grades 1-12!  Oh how they both remembered their school “on 

the hill”, their teachers, what they wore on cold winter 

days….memories sparked memories!  Both shared their sepa-

rate lives after high school as well.   

The morning of joy was brought to culmination in the service of 

Holy Communion and thanksgiving to God for the unfailing 

goodness of God through all the pathways of life.  Then as Ar-

lene was wheeled out the door LaVera said, “ I love you, 

Poochie.” 

THANK YOU for your donation to the Food for More Chal-
lenge.  The mission of Friends Sharing Food is to help reduce 
hunger in Jackson County families.  Your generous donation of 
$1300 is greatly needed and appreciated in carrying out this 
mission.  

THANK YOU to all the members of  ELC who have donated 
food items to the Food Shelf.  We continue to serve between 
400-500 people each week. Sincerely, Lois Smetana, Food Shelf 
Coordinator.   

Don’t Be Left Out!  ELC sends a weekly email update.  Subscribe 
by sending your email address to Wendy at officemanag-
er@brfelc.org or calling 715-284-4213.  This is an eco-friendly 
way to share announcements and news of activities at church.  
You have the option to opt in or out at any time.   

Worship Assistants Needed!  
 

Ushers are needed for the following dates:   
Dec. 24 @ 4:00p & 6:00p.  Please contact 
Wendy at the office if you are willing to 
help.  Thank you!  

Evangelical Lutheran will be hosting Dave Ramsey’s “Financial 
Peace University” on Sunday evenings, starting January 22nd 
from 7-8:30pm.   

Approx. Cost $100  per family (lifetime membership) 

FPU is a 9 lesson, money-management course that will walk 
you through the basics of budgeting, dumping debt, planning 
for the future and much more.   

FMI please visit www.daveramsey.com.   

If interested, register through  the church office at 715-284-
4213.    Please do not register online.   



  EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH      DECEMBER  2016               5

 

 

DECEMBER CONFIRMATION NEWS 

8th and 9th grade students are reminded of these upcoming 
events: 
 

Advent Vespers:  Wednesdays in December at 5:15 pm, fol-
lowed by soup supper.  Yes, you can worship and turn in wor-
ship notes for attending Advent Vespers.  You can also volun-
teer as a small group to provide/serve soup super as a service 
project. 
 

December 13th or 15th:  Students will be participating in Pro-
ject Christmas at Jackson Electric at 6pm.  Check with your 
small group guide to be sure you know what day your group 
will participate. 
 

Looking ahead:  The 8th/9th grade retreat at Sugar Creek Bible 
Camp is set for February 3rd at 5pm & will return February 4th 
@ 4pm.  Cost is $25.  

God’s Children 

Wednesday, December 7th, 

 3:30-4:45 pm 
 

Tender Branches 

Sunday, December 4th 

4:00-7:00 pm 

Our giving tree for the local nursing home residents is back! 
Please take a gift idea ornament off the tree, purchase the gift 

and bring it back and place it under our tree.  The residents 
loved our gifts last year, lets help brighten their Christmas 

again! The last day to bring gifts back will be December 19th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Programs December 18th 
Preschool - 2nd Grade Class @ 9:15 in the fellowship hall.   
All are welcomed to join us for a birthday party for Jesus  

after the program! 
3rd-6th Grades classes during the 10:30 worship service 

 
 
 
 
 

 
No Sunday School Sunday December 25th  

No Sunday School Sunday January 1st 
Enjoy your Christmas and may God bless you all  

with a happy new year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Memory Verse ~  2016-2017 

Matthew 5:3-11 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven. 

 
Blessed are those that who morn, for they will be comforted. 

 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 
 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children  
of God. 

 
Blessed are those who have persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kind of evil against you falsely on my account. 

One Silent Night - A Living Nativity 
Harvest Home Farm, W16303 Simonson Road,  

Whitehall, WI.  FMI call 715-538-1446. 
 

Saturday, December 10th &  
Sunday, December 11th 

• 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

In the midst of a busy Christmas season, take a moment to 
reflect on God’s perfect gift. 

We invite your family to experience an interactive live manger 
scene and enjoy some refreshments in the barn loft. Dress 
warm. 
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Posted OCTOBER 16, 2016 
through 

NOVEMBER 15, 2016 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In memory of:  Harriet Thompson  
 From: Joel Anderson, Larry & Georgia Button, Randy & 
Mary Eddy, Clarice Franke, Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Rolland 
& Mandy Lee, Robyn Matousek, Bill & Jean Mickelson, Lou & 
Nyla Musser, Chuck & Roxanne Torgerson, Ellie Brye, Illa Olson, 
Mike & Helen Sokolski, Curt & Carol Skoyen, Michael & Pete 
Engn, Mark & Ruth Armstrong, Adolf & Eunice Quast, Phil & 
Kris Strand, Ione, Dave & Heidi Harder, Steve & Linda Hogden, 
Sheila Johnson, Mahlon Nordahl, Ron & Kristi Olson and friends 
& family. 
In memory of:  Margret Rommel (Lou Musser & Mary Lou 
Young’s sister)  
 From: Edward & Doris Brudos, Rolland & Mandy Lee 
In memory of: Marjorie Waughtal  
 From: Charles Waughtal 
 
TENDER BRANCHES 
Donations From: Dawn Wyss 

The Gifts & Memorials Committee would like to encourage 
your gifts to the radio broadcast fund.  We thank you for sup-
porting this outreach ministry. 

Special Offering 

For November/December 
 

The ELC Special Offering for November/December is “Bed-nets” 
which are used in Sub-Saharan Africa to protect families as 
they sleep from Malaria carrying mosquitos. You can purchase 
a $10 bed-net by using the special offering envelope in your bi-
monthly mailing, or stopping by the church office. Each $10 
donation will purchase one bed-net and will place a corre-
sponding ornament on the bed-net tree located in the ELC Atri-
um during the Advent season. This is one of those special offer-
ings where you know that your gift literally saves lives. 

Those wishing to beautify the church by placing a poinsettia in 
memory or in honor of someone, be sure to notify the church 
office by December 18th so that we may include your name in 
the Christmas bulletin.  Remember, the church does not place 
the orders.  You are responsible for ordering your own plants.  
Plants may be delivered or dropped off at the church starting  
December 18th to ensure the plants stay fresh.  Thank you! 

“PushPay”  
Electronic Giving Kiosk 

@ ELC 
 

ELC is partnered with “PushPay” through a divi-

sion called eChurchGiving to open up the op-

portunity for anyone, anywhere to make a do-

nation to ELC by:  

1.) The ELC Giving Kiosk is located in the back of the sanctuary. 

2.) Make a donation online through the website ww.brfelc.org;  

3.) Mobile giving through a custom ELC phone app.  There are 

app options for both Apple & Android products available in 

their respective stores 

4.) Mobile giving through a text message.  Text “brfelc to 

77977 You’ll receive a text back with instructions to start giv-

ing. Be sure to type “brfelc” as one word, and make sure your 

phone doesn’t auto-correct. Tap the link, and you’re ready to 

give! Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full 

Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms; 

 Your gifts to the ministry of ELC are appreciated. 

 

Octogenarian Birthdays! 

Beverly Hagen December 11th 

Maralyn Laudon December 13th 

Avriel Waughtal December 24th 

https://pushpay.com/terms
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Return Service Requested 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed to you November 30, 2016 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc     

Non-Profit Org. 
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Black River Falls, WI 

Permit No. 105 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 

Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:15 am 

 


