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Lenten Mid‐Week Vespers: “With AWE And LOVE”
Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm
This year marks the interna onal observance of the 500th anni‐
versary of the Reforma on. This year our mid‐week Lenten
series is built around Luther’s Small Catechism, designed as a
teaching tool of the faith. This series uses scripture readings
and passages referred to in the Small Catechism itself. This five
week series moves through the five major sec ons of the Small
Catechism: the Ten Commandments; the Creed; the Lord’s
Prayer; Bap sm; and Holy Communion. A simple soup supper
will follow each Lenten mid‐week service.

Lenten Soup Suppers
March 8, 15, 22, 29, & April 5 @ 6:00 pm
Your help is needed to provide soup, sandwiches, drinks, desserts
and/or cleanup. Sign up sheets are in the narthex if you are inter‐

“GENESIS: A Living Conversation”
Adult Education: Sunday’s @ 9:15am
In March/April

The Stories on the book of Genesis – crea on, humanity’s fall, the
flood, Abraham and Isaac, Joseph in Egypt, and more – intrigued
and inspired Jews, Chris ans, and Muslims alike for millennia. In
this six‐part video series, journalist Bill Moyers leads a passionate
and though ul discussion within the context of a small group of
interfaith theologians.
Each week we will watch a por on of the small group discussion
located with the video, focused upon one of the stories in Genesis,
then end each session with a me of conversa on and reflec on
for those present, upon the story discussed and the ques ons
raised.
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Dear friends in Christ,
It is said that in the sea‐
son of Lent we are invited to turn
away from those things that usually preoccupy us and move us
in another direc on, as Jesus did when he entered the wilder‐
ness. Another way of pu ng it is that we move away from
those things that oppress and dominate us, a turning away
from all of those things that prevent us from sensing and living
in the steadfast love of God.
I’d guess that what this means for us is that this emphasis of
Lent taps into that part of our lives where doubt lingers, where
illness, sorrow and loss seem to find a place to dwell. Lent is
about our own personal and collec ve reflec on and experi‐
ence of what the wilderness feels like in today’s world. Our
turning away from these things is in a way in which we estab‐
lish a sign for the world to see, that we are se ng boundaries
for ourselves.
I suppose this is in part why we begin the season with ashes:
ashes, the residue of burning; ashes, the sign of humility; ash‐
es, a sign of mourning for sin, separa on, for lost life; ashes, an
ingredient for soap, for cleansing; ashes, for repentance; ash‐
es, for death. But though this is how the season begins, the
journey of Lent takes us to death, but far beyond, because in
Lent we meet the God who awaits our return, the God who is
ever steadfast.
Lent is a me of turning to God, to God’s promises, to God’s
commandments. Our chief prayer during this season might be
a prayer of repentance, but it is a prayer knowing and trus ng
that beyond the ashes is a promise that God is about to do a
new thing in this world, and in our life.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

Due to scheduling conflicts, council did not meet un l February
28th. Those council highlights will appear in the April news‐
le er.
Council will NOT meet in March.
The next council mee ng will be held on Tuesday, April 11th,
at 7:00 p.m.

WALKING TOGETHER: Synod Event
Saturday, March 18 @ UW‐EC
Please join us for this year’s synod event for congrega ons.
This is one day filled with workshops and “share sessions” re‐
garding things that are working well in congrega ons around
our synod. You get to choose 5 workshops from over 40 ses‐
sions. The day will also include worship and lunch. This event is
geared especially for church council members, commi ee
members, congrega onal staﬀ working in the areas of youth,
educa on, administra on and music, but welcomes all mem‐
bers of any congrega on who might be interested.
A sign‐up sheet is in the Narthex. There is no cost as ELC will
cover the cost of the event and noon meal. We’ll car pool from
ELC. If you have any ques ons, please call Pr. Eric. This is a FUN
day filled with learning and fellowship.

ELC 150TH Anniversary Mee ng
Wednesday, March 8th @ 6:30pm
Everyone Welcome!

New Members Mee ng
Wednesday, March 15th
@ 6:30 pm in Gathering space
Anyone interested in becoming a new member of ELC is invited
to join us for a new members discussion on Wednesday even‐
ing March 15th @ 6:30pm. Come for Lenten Worship at 5:15,
stay for soup supper at 6:00 and then join us for the mee ng.
Please call Pr. Eric if you are interested but unable to a end.

Don’t Be Le Out! ELC sends a weekly email update. Subscribe
by sending your email address to Wendy at oﬃcemanag‐
er@brfelc.org or calling 715‐284‐4213. This is a new eco‐
friendly way to share announcements and news of ac vi es at
church. You have the op on to opt in or out at any me.
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Posted JANUARY 16, 2017
through
FEBRUARY 15, 2017
RADIO BROADCAST
In Memory of: Roy & BeƩy Anderson
From: Sco , Steve & Chris na Anderson
In Memory of: Duane Hanson
From: Millie Byrns, Sewing Circle
In Memory of: Faye Brown
From: Gerald & Be y Gaier, Donald & Mary
Glasenapp, Doris Holder, Jeri Muth, Thomas & Dorothy
Ristuben, Dean & Delores Severson, Susan Brown
In Memory of: Arlene Rudolph
From: Lila Lynne, Dean & Delores Severson
In Memory of: Thomas Johnson
From: Genesis Circle, Thomas & Dorothy Ristuben, Lou
& Nyla Musser
In Memory of: Lavonne Prusa
From: Lou & Nyla Musser
In Memory of: LaVera Riezinger
From: Lou & Nyla Musser
In Memory of: Arnold & Linda Holman
From: Their Family
In Honor of: James & JeaneƩe KerƟs 50th Wedding Anniversary
From: Lou & Nyla Musser
In Honor of: Aletha (Le e) Moe’s & Jim Moe’s shared birthday,
Jace Dormady’s 2nd birthday & Hudson Moe’s 5th birthday
From: Bill & Sally Moe & their granddaughter Le e
Ann Bush.
In Memory of: Alvin (Beaner) Moe’ Birthday
From: Bill & Sally Moe
In Honor of: Nolan Dormady’s 5th birthday
From: Bill & Sally Moe
GOD’S CHILDREN:
Dona on from: Thomas & Dorothy Ristuben
ALTAR GUILD:
In Memory of: Faye Brown
From: Charlo e Thompson, Ken & Karen Wilkins
In Memory of: Arlene Rudolph
From: Charlo e Thompson

The GiŌs & Memorials CommiƩee would like to encourage
your giŌs to the radio broadcast fund. We thank you for supporƟng this outreach ministry.
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2017 Missionary For A Day Sponsorships
Sponsorships are being received for our March/April Special
Oﬀering. For $10 you can sponsor yourself or honor someone
special. Be sure to use the special envelopes provided and
include your name and date you wish to sponsor with your
dona on.
You may also sponsor Missionary For A Day online at
www.brfelc.org. Click on the Give buƩon or text “brfelc” to
“77977” to give anywhere or anyƟme.

ADULT WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED!
Ushers are needed for the following dates:
Sunday, March 5th @ 8:00; Saturday, March 11th @ 7:00; Sunday,
March 12th @ 8:00; Saturday, March 25th @ 7:00.

The Altar Guild is making plans for an Easter Garden for Easter
Sunday, April 16th. This year our Garden will again only con‐
sist of only Easter Lilly’s. The cost to purchase an Easter Lilly is
$12.00.
If you care to acknowledge a friend or rela ve (living or de‐
ceased) with a Lilly, stop at the church oﬃce with a check
made payable to Evangelical Lutheran-Altar Guild. Payment
must accompany the order. Orders will be taken un l April
10th.
Plants may be picked up a er the last worship service on East‐
er Sunday by 12 noon or by contac ng the church oﬃce on
Tuesday, April 18th.
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A thank you to the women for the constant eﬀort put forth in
crea ng quilts. To date, over 40 quilts have been completed
and that puts us right on goal!
Quilts are FOR SALE year round for your gi giving needs.
Come by on Tying Thursdays to the see the selec on.
Monday night lessons are going well. If you want to learn to
quilt, come by any Monday night, 6‐8 pm and we will work
with you.
Thanks to congrega on member for remembering us with
large pieces of material, sheets, tablecloths and other sewing
needs.

March schedule is as follows:
Thursday’s the 9th, 23rd, 30th from 9:00 am –4:00 pm
Thursday 16th from 9:00 am –11:30 am
Monday’s the 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th from 6:00‐8:00 pm

A Lenten Thing
Let's not give up something
for Lent
Let's try a new idea.
Sundays, during Lent, a quilt
will be in the atrium ready
to be ed.
Come, try your hand at
something new.
Coﬀee will be on.
*****
Opportunity
To Tie A Quilt
can be yours on
Lenten Soup and Sandwich nights
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
(school age welcome)
Stop by the stage in Fellowship Hall
and try your hand at something new.
ALL AGES ARE WELCOME
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Mission Outreach is an important part of our church’s work. In
the past our congrega on has donated hundreds of quilts, baby
care kits, personal care kits, and school kits to people and fami‐
lies in need. During Lent, our congrega on is asked to supply
items for the personal care kits. The kits contain a light‐weight
bath towel, bars of soap, a toothbrush, a sturdy comb and a
metal nail clipper.
These are the items that we need this year:


Dark‐colored, light‐weight bath towel (min. size of 20”x40”
to a max. size of 52”x27”)



2‐3 bars of bath‐sized soap in original packaging (total for
each kit is 8‐9 ounces)



1 adult‐size toothbrush in original packaging



1 sturdy comb with packaging removed



1 metal nail clipper with packaging removed

Do not add any other items. All items should be new. No
plas c bags or plas c wrap.
A basket for collec on of donated items will be in the narthex
on February 13. Congrega on members are asked to have their
donated items to the church by Palm Sunday, March 20. The
cost to ship the kits overseas is $2.65. Dona ons of money will
also be accepted. Please put “PROJECT COMFORT” on the en‐
velop containing money for shipping.
Some other things to remember: Please do not donate items
with any religious symbols, messages or with our congrega‐
on’s name. Lutheran World Relief provides material re‐
sources based on need, regardless of religious creed. Religious
references could be misinterpreted by the governments of the
receiving countries, jeopardizing the delivery to the people
who need the items most.
If you have any ques ons, please contact the project chairmen,
Joanne Schefelker at 284‐3489 or Theresa Bade at 284‐4524.

Octogenarian Birthdays
Nyla Musser
Kathryn Torgerson
Lorraine Turnmire
Ronald Thompson
Be y Rozmenoski
Be y Gaier
Richard Holder
Judith Peterson
John Hoagenson
Delores Severson

March 3
March 4
March 13
March 18
March 19
March 22
March 23
March 24
March 25
March 28
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8th & 9th grade: Small groups have signed up to be worship
assistants for Lenten Services. Please arrive at least 15 minutes
prior to the start of worship and check in with your small group
guide. March 1st: Ross/Skar March 8th: McNulty March 15th:
Moen/Schultz March 22nd: McNulty, March 29th: Carlson/
Bluedorn, April 5th: Moen/Schultz, April 13th: Ross/Skar
Here are the dates for each group to help setup & cleanup the
Soup Supper : March 8th: McNulty March 15h: Moen/Schultz
March 22nd: Ross/Skar March 29th: Carlson/Bluedorn, April
5th: Ross/Skar
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We are beginning the season of Lent
now. Lent begins March 1, Ash
Wednesday. Lent is a perfect me for
us to reflect and pray about why Je‐
sus died for us. Here are some ideas
to help families focus on Lent at
home:
Read from the Bible about the days before Jesus died.
(There are several children’s Bibles in our church library that
would be age appropriate for younger children.)
A end mid‐week Lenten services. (Soup and sandwich
supper following each Lenten service, free will dona on)
Use purple napkins at the dinner table. (color of Lent)
Place a pretzel on the napkin to remind up to pray
(symbol of prayer folded arms)
Place a cross in the middle of your dining room table.
(reminder of what Jesus did for us)

Bible Camp Sunday @ ELC: March 12th
Informa on Mee ng for Youth/Parents
@ 9:15am in Sanctuary
On Sunday, March 12th we’ll celebrate Bible Camp Sunday. On
this day youth are invited to wear their Bible Camp t‐shirts.
This will be a special me for youth and parents to explore the
many possibili es of a ending bible camp this summer. It will
also be a me to answer ques ons about camp, share infor‐
ma on about costs, and discuss congrega onal scholarship
available to ELC youth. Camp brochures are located in the
church narthex. Parents are encouraged to join their children.

Bible Camp Scholarships: Register Now!
Luther Park & Sugar Creek
BIBLE CAMP: All ELC youth upon request will receive a $100
camp scholarship from the congrega on this summer. Youth
who sign‐up in advance to work the EASTER Breakfast can re‐
ceive up to an addi onal $100 camp scholarship. Addi onal
financial support is available to youth who are in need. For
families who might need addi onal assistance, please talk to
Pr. Eric before the Easter Breakfast.

Make a cross with your children and place around the
house (cra project)
Pray together as a family. Place names of friends and
family members in a jar. Everyday pick out one person’s name
and pray for them.
Prac ce random acts of kindness. Make cards and
send them to someone who needs cheering up. Visit someone
who is lonely.

Upcoming March events
March 12—Bible camp Sunday Parents are encouraged to
stay for the first 15‐20 minutes of Sunday School. We will hear
about opportuni es our Sunday School kids have to a end Sug‐
ar Creek Bible Camp this summer and enjoy some fun camp
songs together. Please gather in the upstairs music room at
9:15 along with your child.
March 12—Preschool‐2nd grade sing at the 10:30 worship ser‐
vice.
March 15th—3rd‐6th graders sing at 5:15 Lenten Service.
March 17— Family Fun Night! Join us for pizza and a movie!
We will have cookies to decorate, cra s to do and fun to be had.
For more informa on check our ELC Sunday School Facebook
page. RSVP to Kari by calling or tex ng 715‐896‐6849 or calling
the church oﬃce.

Peer Ministers will lead the Middle School
students in Sunday School

March 19—All Sunday School children are invited to enjoy
breakfast in the fellowship hall. We will be serving from 9‐9:20

Sunday, March 25th (9:15‐10:15pm) Youth Room!

March 19—All grades will be coming together and making e
blankets to donate to our local hospice program. This is a great
opportunity for our Sunday School classes to work together on
something to benefit our community!

Middle School: Bowling/Pizza @ Sparta
Sunday, March 19th 11:45am‐ 3:00pm
Middle School youth can sign up for Bowling & Pizza in Sparta,
on Sunday, March 19th. The cost of the event is $10 and covers
the cost of pizza, transporta on, and bowling. A sign‐up sheet is
in the church narthex.

March 26— Peer Ministers will be teaching our middle school
(6th‐8th) classes during Sunday School. This is our final one for
this school year.
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Vaca on Bible School:
June 11‐15, 2017
Sugar Creek Bible Camp Staﬀ

Peer Ministry Meeting, Sunday, March 5th @ 11:45am
Peer Ministry Spaghetti Dinner @ ELC
Sunday, April 2nd @ 5:00-7:00pm
This is our 9th year of Peer Ministry providing ELC high school
juniors and seniors an opportunity to con nue faith forma on
beyond confirma on. This ministry has been a blessing to our
congrega on and to the students involved, and is self‐funded
by annual fund raisers carried out by the peer ministers. Please
support this ministry by a ending a spaghe dinner on Sun‐
day, April 2, served from 5:00‐7:00pm in the ELC fellowship
hall. Tickets can be purchased before and a er worship, or at
the church oﬃce.

We have again invited Sugar Creek Bible
Camp and their Day Camp ministry to bring
their energy, enthusiasm, music, and sum‐
mer program to Black River Falls. A team of Camp Counselors
will lead us in worship, Sunday, June 11th, and provide the pro‐
gram for VBS, Monday through Thursday, June 12‐15, from
9:00am‐3:00pm (for youth entering 1st through 6th grade).
More informa on will be available in the April/May newsle er.

Congratula ons to Bryan Staﬀ for being elected
as a board member at Luther Park Bible Camp
and
Congratula ons to Pastor Eric for being elected
as a board member at Sugar Creek Bible Camp.

5th Grade 1st Communion Class
March 22nd/29th & April 6th

Sugar Creek Horse Project

st

Instruc on for 1 communion is held every year for families
with students in 5th grade and older. Class meets in the fellow‐
ship hall on Wednesday’s, March 22nd & 29th @ 6:45pm
(following Mid‐week Lenten worship/soup supper). On Thurs‐
day, April 6th @ 5:30pm the class will experience a Chris an
interpreta on of the Seder meal (the meal shared by Christ
with his disciples at the Last Supper). Upon comple on of the
class, students will be prepared to receive communion on
Maundy Thursday, April 13th @ 7:00pm. Please register for the
class by calling the church oﬃce @ (715) 284‐4213 before
March 15th.

EASTER BREAKFAST SIGN UPS
Please see the youth board to sign up and help provide food
items for the Easter Breakfast.
Workers Needed: We are also looking for Easter Breakfast
Workers. There is a $100 Bible Camp scholarship available if
you work. Sign up sheets are on the youth bulle n board.

Your gi of $20 collec vely with hundreds of others will help
defray the cost of camp this summer for countless youth.
Camper fees cover only 73% of the cost of camp. Special oﬀer‐
ing envelopes are located in the narthex.
Thank you for your giŌs!

Evangelical Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SERVICES

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”

Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

115 North 5th Street
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barb Knutson
Wendy Sciborski

Non‐Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

pastoreric@brfelc.org
Visita on Pastor
oﬃcemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsle er was mailed to you February 28, 2017
h ps://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
Text “brfelc” to “77977”.

h p://www.facebook.com/brfelc

Make check payable to Altar Guild. Payment must accompany order form.
Cost: Easter Lilly $12/plant
This plant is given:
In Memory of:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
By:
_________________________________________________________________________________

