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EASTER BREAKFAST SIGN UPS
Please see the youth board to sign up and help provide food items for
the Easter Breakfast.
Workers Needed: We are also looking for Easter Breakfast Workers.
There is a $100 Bible Camp scholarship available if you work. Sign up
sheets are on the youth bulle n board.

The Altar Guild is making plans for an Easter Garden for Easter Sunday,
April 16th. This year our Garden will again only consist of only Easter
Lilly’s. The cost to purchase an Easter Lilly is $12.00.
If you care to acknowledge a friend or rela ve (living or deceased) with
a Lilly, stop at the church oﬃce with a check made payable to Evangeli‐
cal Lutheran‐Altar Guild for $12.00. Payment must accompany the
order. Orders will be taken un l April 10th.
Plants may be picked up a er the last worship service on Easter Sunday
by 12 noon or by contac ng the church oﬃce on Tuesday, April 18th.
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Council Highlights
March 8, 2016

Dear friends in Christ,
Maybe it is because I’m now in my 60’s (maybe it’s not) but I
think I’m no cing some things more than I use to. At this me
of the year it is more obvious to me just how colorful and fer‐
le is this me of year. The winter (which use to seem longer
to me than it does now) is past, and the earth is waking up.
Bulbs and buds and blossoms are star ng to peak out and
show themselves. The early spring rains are so ening up the
earth, and there is this enormous energy within the lightning
that breaks nitrogen molecules enabling their atoms to com‐
bine with oxygen in the air to form nitrogen oxides, which dis‐
solve in the rain and form nitrates, that are carried into the
earth.
Easter is a me when things seem to flower as Easter is a
me for visions and dreams. It is a me when things ‘wake up’
and it is a me of resurrec on. It is a season for people of faith
to bask in the goodness of what God has done, and to give
thanks for all that is good. Easter is a me of the year to reflect
upon all the changes which have aﬀected a person’s life the
past year. Maybe there has been the recovery from some sort
of addic on, maybe there has been a death or a broken rela‐
onship. Maybe it has been healing from an illness or the long
and slow process of being with someone through a long ordeal.
There are years when just ge ng through the year is a victory
in and of itself.
Our experiences for sure play a role in what we are able to
perceive and understand about life. More than anything Easter
brings a message that tells us God is with us through all of that
stuﬀ that we experience which we can never fully understand.
Easter is an event of iden ty for it tells us that we are saved
from sin and death, for we are the people who were rescued
and formed by God. It is a story that opens us up to live in the
world as those who’ve heard the good news, and are called to
share it.

A full council packet is kept on file in the church library.
Commi ees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be
included in the council packet to Wendy.


Elec on of council members took place. President: Louise
Voss, Vice President: Dale Frederick, Secretary: Kathy
Goodenough, Treasurer: Ed Johnson. Vote ensued and
approved.



Discussed “Walking Together” workshop provided by Syn‐
od which will take place on March 18, 2017 from 9‐4:30.
Cost is $20. Will need to make reserva on soon if interest‐
ed. Pastor Eric will be leading a world hunger workshop
during this event.
 Pastor Eric began conversa on regarding the 150th Anni‐
versary of ELC and sugges ons for the celebra on. He pro‐
vided a handout “Celebrate+Grow+Serve” that we re‐
viewed. Mo on was made to have the celebra on week‐
end August 3‐5, 2018 and was passed. Pastor Eric will work
on ge ng the Bishop scheduled. There will be an open
forum mee ng for planning the celebra on on Wednesday
March 8 a er the Lenten service and soup supper. Every‐
one is encouraged to a end.
 Joan Brown reminded us that Larry Wes ield will be here
May 16th to discuss estate planning.
 Louise also ques oned the possibility of ge ng and AED
device for the church. Kathy Goodenough will speak to
Steve Collins about this and bring back informa on to
council.
Next mee ng will be held on April 11, 2017.
Respec ully submi ed,
Kathy Goodenough, Council Secretary

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

New Member Sunday
A special thank you to everyone that helped provide food,
drinks or helped with setup/cleanup for the soup supper
Wednesday night dinners during lent.
Also, a special thank you to all the volunteers that helped fill
our much needed help as worship assistants during Holy Week
worship services.

Sunday, May 21st @ 10:30am
We are excited to be welcoming several new families, couples,
and single persons into our congrega on during the season of
Easter. New Members will be received into the congrega on on
Sunday, May 21st @ 10:30am service. A recep on with coﬀee
and cake will follow.
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ELC 150th Anniversary News
“Buy a Brick…Serve the Lord”
(1868 – 2018)

Posted FEBRUARY 16, 2017
through
MARCH 15, 2017
RADIO BROADCAST
In Memory of: Arlene Rudolph
From: Clarice Franke, Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Car‐
ol Hanson, Becky Hasz, Doris Hoder, Sonia & Richard Waller,
Ruth & Chuck Buswell
In Memory of: LaVera Riezinger
From: Tuﬀy & Be y Gaier, Cary & Joyce Arndt, Karen
Noard, Mike & Kay Millis
Dona ons: Randy Swe , Sheila Johnson

The Gi s & Memorials Commi ee would like to encourage your
gi s to the radio broadcast fund. We thank you for suppor ng
this outreach ministry.

Lenten Coin Folders Collection
Lenten Quarter Folders are still available in the narthex for
anyone that hasn’t gotten theirs. It’s fun collecting with the
family whole family. Return folders at anytime during worship
offering or at the office. Thank you!

Mark your calendars now! The week‐
end of August 3‐5, 2018 will mark the
occasion of ELC’s celebra on of both
the 150th anniversary of congrega onal ministry. Bishop Hoyme
has accepted our invita on to be with us for the weekend of
celebra on.
Tenta ve plans include: a Sunday Celebra on Worship fol‐
lowed by a tradi onal congrega onal pot‐luck; a Saturday
a ernoon anniversary program; a Saturday night community
pig‐roast; a Saturday evening celebra on (tenta ve organ recit‐
al); a me of dedica on for commissioned art work; a
(tenta vely booked) Friday night ‘Them Coulee Boys’ concert.
Again…these are tenta ve ideas being worked through by the
church council and commi ee structures of the congrega on.
Along with these tenta ve plans, there is conversa on to invite
Rev. Suwedo from the Migowi parish, and Mr. Mphatso Thole,
the companion synod coordinator from the Evangelical Luther‐
an Church in Malawi, to be with us for the celebra on. As part
of the congrega on’s celebra on, anniversary mission projects
will be an important part of the congrega on’s celebra on. At
this me Bishop Bvumbwe has challenged us to construct a
much needed parsonage for the Migowi parish. In 2010 ELC
provided financial assistance to build a church building for the
Migowi parish. Throughout the anniversary year ELC will also
par cipate in a special local benevolence project which will
serve as a witness to the greater Jackson County community.
We are hoping that you are excited about our upcoming anni‐
versary and the ideas that are being generated throughout the
leadership of the congrega on. There will be fund raising to
see these plans to frui on. In the coming month’s members of
the congrega on will be invited to purchase a BRICK which can
be engraved with a family name or in memory of a loved one,
which will be a part of a 10’ by 10’ prayer pa o. Our building &
grounds commi ee is working to select a site for it.
More informa on will be available in the coming months.

2017 Missionary For A Day Sponsorships
Sponsorships are being received for our March/April Special
Oﬀering. For $10 you can sponsor yourself or honor some‐
one special. Be sure to use the special envelopes provided
and include your name and date you wish to sponsor with
your dona on.
You may also sponsor Missionary For A Day online at
www.brfelc.org. Click on the Give bu on or text “brfelc” to
“77977” to give anywhere or any me.

GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER Worship Assistants
Still Needed
Ushers: April 14th @ 10:00a; April 16th @ 9:00a, 10:30a
Readers: April 14th @ 10:00a
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W/ELCA Dairyland Conference
Day of Renewal – April 19th
There’s s ll me to sign up for the spring conference gathering
but the deadline (April 6th) for registra on at the $8 rate is
very fast approaching. Sign‐up sheets are in the narthex. They
will accept registra ons the morning of the event but the fee
goes up to $10. The site of this year’s conference is Immanuel
Lutheran in Strum, just a block oﬀ Hwy 10. Coﬀee is 8:30 to
9:30, entertaining program, and a typically wonderful lunch to
finish oﬀ. Note: we will be hos ng this event here next year!

W/ELC Picnic/ Potluck Dinner
5:30 p.m., Thursday, May 11th
Our “end of year” picnic/potluck is our opportunity to say
thank you to the many women and men who work with the
Altar Guild, Funeral Teams, Sewing Circle, Stewardship Com‐
mi ee, Lenten Soup and Sandwich teams, and all our other
commi ees to serve our congrega on throughout the year. If
you were a commi ee chair or team leader this year, please
contact all of your members ,invite them to this event, and
then either call (715‐284‐9134) or e‐mail Vicki
(vamundson6928@charter.net) to let her know how many peo‐
ple to expect. The W/ELC Board will be responsible for table
setup and clean up. Note: the end of year Bible study will be
held separately on its regular mee ng day, the first Thursday
morning in May.

We want to thank everyone who has contributed to the Luther‐
an World Relief Personal Care Kits. You can s ll contribute to
this Lenten service project. Palm Sunday is the deadline for
dropping oﬀ items needed for these LWR kits. There is a collec‐
on basket in the narthex. Items needed for these kits include;
toothbrush, wide‐toothed comb, bath towel (lightweight‐ maxi‐
mum size 52" X 27" ‐ minimum size 20" X 40"), two bars of
soap, and metal nail clippers. Thank you for sharing God's grace
and love by providing these simple comforts. God's Work‐Our
Hands
The WELC con nues to collect items for LWR Baby Care
Kits. We especially need lightweight co on t‐shirts, gowns or
sleepers, receiving blankets, socks, and hand towels. LWR ac‐
cepts gently used items, so garage sales are a good place to
look, or maybe a family member is ready to part with some of
these baby clothes. You can store these items on the shelves in
back of the stage of the fellowship hall.
Lutheran World Relief is a ministry of U.S. Lutherans serving
communi es in poverty living overseas. Check out their web
page at lwr.org. You'll be amazed by the vast impact this organ‐
iza on has on communi es in need all over the world. In 2016
LWR shipped 534,144 quilts and kits to 16 countries in Asia,
Africa, Europe, and La n America.

“GENESIS: A Living Conversation”
Adult Education: Sunday’s @ 9:15am
In March/April

A thank you to the women for the constant effort put forth in
creating quilts.
Quilts are FOR SALE year round for your gift giving needs.
Come by on Tying Thursdays to the see the selection.
Monday night lessons are going well. If you want to learn to
quilt, come by any Monday night, 6‐8 pm and we will work with
you.

April schedule is as follows:
Thursday’s the 13th, 27th 9:00 am –4:00 pm

April Octogenarians

Thursday’s the 6th, 20th from 9:00 am –11:30 am
Monday’s the 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th from 6:00‐8:00 pm

Virginia German: April 6th; Donald Glasenapp: April 20th; Wil‐
liam Marti: April 26th; Verna Arndt: April 27th; Samuel
Young: April 30th
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7th Grade Confirma on
Reforma on History Class
April 19th & 26th @ 7:00pm
Seventh Grade Confirma on Classes on Mar n Luther and the
Reforma on will be held April 19th & 26th, 7‐8:30 pm in the ELC
atrium. All seventh graders are to a end class with their par‐
ents or guardians. Those planning on a ending should call the
ELC church oﬃce to register for the class.

Bible Camp Scholarships: Register Now!
Luther Park & Sugar Creek
BIBLE CAMP: All ELC youth upon request will receive a $100
camp scholarship from the congrega on this summer. Addi‐
onal financial support is available to youth who are in need.
For families who might need addi onal assistance, please talk
to Pr. Eric.

Vaca on Bible School: June 11‐15, 2017
Sugar Creek Bible Camp Staﬀ
We have again invited Sugar Creek Bible Camp and their Day
Camp ministry to bring their energy, enthusiasm, music, and
summer program to Black River Falls. A team of four Camp
Counselors will lead us in worship, Sunday, June 11th, and pro‐
vide the program for VBS, Monday through Thursday, June 12‐
15, from 9:00am‐3:00pm (for youth entering 1st through 6th
grade). More informa on will be available in the May news‐
le er.

Blessings to the 5th Graders who received First Communion
during Maundy Thursday Worship on April 13th. Evan Ander‐
son, Alexander Bryan, Jennifer Marecek, Madyson Schultz,
Wynter Simion.
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Peer Ministry Spaghe

Dinner @ ELC

Sunday, April 2nd @ 5:00‐7:00pm
This is our 9th year of Peer Ministry providing ELC high school
juniors and seniors an opportunity to con nue faith forma on
beyond confirma on. Peer Ministers are faithful at worship,
mee ng monthly with Pr. Eric for conversa ons of faith, minis‐
try planning, and prayer. They model faith to our youth leading
middle school Sunday School. They usher, greet, read lessons,
serve communion at worship, teach Sunday School, and sing in
our choirs.
This ministry has been a blessing to our congrega on and the
students involved. This ministry is self‐funded by annual fund
raisers carried out by the peer ministers.
Please support this ministry by a ending the spaghe dinner
Sunday, April 2, served from 5:00‐7:00pm in the ELC fellowship
hall. Take out is available for those who would like to pick up
their meals. Tickets can be purchased before and a er worship,
or at the church oﬃce. Adults $12, Youth 12 & under $5
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+ Service Project Sunday is coming up April 30th. Once again
the children will be dividing into groups to do service projects
for and around our community that day. With the help of an
ac on grant from Thrivent Financial, we will be purchasing the
needed supplies for our PreK‐4th grade classes community
projects. Our 5th graders will be again be going around the
community sharing generosity at random. And our 6th & 7th
graders will be par cipa ng in The Great Kindness Challenge!
They will be spreading kindness to our town by leaving upli ‐
ing notes in random places, handing out flowers to brighten a
stranger’s day, washing windshields at gas sta ons, as well as
many other fun (and kind) deeds! Kindness is contagious,
spread it everywhere!
+ Our Sunday School students will be busy in April and May
learning their memory work. All the grades will be memorizing
verses of Ma hew 5:3‐11 , our memory verse for the year, as
well as the memory work for their class. Sheets will be coming
home with the students with their memory work on them to
prac ce. The children will be reci ng their memory work on
May 21nd, the last day of Sunday School.
+ We are very excited to announce that for the 3rd year in a
row, Sugar Creek Bible Camp staﬀ will be leading our VBS! VBS
will be the week of June 11‐15 for children entering grades 1st‐
6th. Mark your calendars to join us Sunday June 11th as we
meet our camp staﬀ at morning worship. Registra on will be‐
ginning very soon, please come and join us! Adult volunteers
will be needed, if interested please contact Kari Bue (715‐896‐
6849)
April Dates to Remember:
April 9th ‐ Palm Sunday, children will be making resurrec on
rolls and hearing the story of Palm Sunday.
April 16th ‐ Easter Sunday, no Sunday School classes
April 30th ‐ 3rd‐6th Grade classes sing at 10:30 worship

Tender Branches Musical “YOUR LOVE IS AMAZING”
Will be presented during worship May 6 & 7 at all three ser‐
vices.
God’s Children Musical “LIFE OF THE PARTY: THE STORY OF
MARY AND MARTHA” by Tom S. Long and Allen Pote will be
presented during worship May 20 & 21 at all three services.
There should be no flash photography during the worship ser‐
vice. Cast photographs will be taken and the congrega on is
invited to share in refreshments in the Gathering Space, follow‐
ing the Saturday evening worship service.
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Dear Saints of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,
By the me you read this, one major event in our synod will
have been completed and the next one will be just around the
corner. The completed one will be “Walking Together” when
400+ folks will have gathered to learn, to laugh and to walk
together toward a new future. The “around the corner" event
will be our annual Synod Assembly in April. But, both events
will be ed together by the theme: “BOLDLY Invite…ONE
More! With the symbol of a big RED door, emblazoned with
Luther’s seal, we will be challenged to get the word out about
Jesus!
But, here’s the Easter connec on. When we were picking a
theme verse for the events the verse we chose was from Mark
16:15. In this verse, Jesus says "Go into all the world.." And,
seemingly, the women and even some men did just that!
As we were picking this verse, we also were laughing, because
it comes from what is called “The Longer Ending of Mark.” The
ending of Mark that is from the oldest manuscripts says this,
“So they (the women) went out and fled from the tomb, for
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.”
I o en refer to this last verse as the “Lutheran Ending” of the
gospel of Mark. “They said nothing to anyone, for they were
afraid.”
We are Lutheran, and we need no longer be afraid! We live in
a culture where our neighbors are hungry for good news, they
are hungry for life, and they are hungry for love. Our churches
can give them all of those things. The day is over when we can
silently leave the empty tomb at Easter and tell no one. So this
is my Easter challenge to every one of you who takes the me
to read these words: “BOLDY invite…ONE more!
This year, before Easter, you, and everyone in your family, in‐
vite one person to come and worship with you. If you have
family who live somewhere else, but who do not have a
church, encourage them…”I sure hope you can find a church
for this Sunday!” Be BOLD. What’s the worst that can happen?
Let the amazement overcome the fear.
We have the amazing privilege of ge ng up on that Sunday
morning and worshipping the God of Easter! I for one will
make sure I share that with not just one person, but I commit
to sharing it with everyone that will give me the opportunity.
What’s the worst that can happen????
BOLDLY, Invite…ONE More!
Bishop Rick Hoyme
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin‐ELCA

Evangelical Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”
115 North 5th Street
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barb Knutson
Wendy Sciborski

Non‐Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

pastoreric@brfelc.org
Visita on Pastor
oﬃcemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsle er was mailed to you March 31, 2017
h ps://pushpay.com/pay/brfelc
Text “brfelc” to “77977”.

h p://www.facebook.com/brfelc

FREE THRIVENT T‐SHIRTS
We have the new Thrivent “Live Generously” t‐shirts
available in the gathering space. Adult 3xl‐small & Youth
large‐small. Anyone is welcome to take home a shirt.

Pack Leaders Needed! Scouts Pack 59 is in need of adults
interested in being a pack leader for the cub/boy scouts
program. ELC is host to these weekly Pack mee ngs as
the Chartered Organiza on for the group. Please contact
Marie Braatz at 715‐299‐7479 if you are interested.

