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RALLY SUNDAY: Worship @ 9:00am, Sunday, September 10th Following wor‐
ship there’ll be fellowship with coﬀee, milk, cinnamon rolls from the Norske
Nook, and fruit, followed by Sunday School registra on. There will NOT be
worship on Saturday, Sept. 9th.
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Church Council Establishes New Worship Times
Sunday’s @ 9:00am & Saturday’s @ 7:00pm
At the July 11th mee ng of the ELC church council, council members acted on a
recommenda on brought to the council by the ELC worship commi ee to
move Sunday Worship to 9:00am year round, and keeping Saturday worship @
7:00pm. On most Sunday’s during the church program year, Sunday School will
begin at approximately 9:50am and end at 10:30am. On Communion Sunday’s,
Sunday School students, teachers and staﬀ will be excused following the rite of
holy communion, and on Service of the Word Sunday’s, Sunday School stu‐
dents, teachers and staﬀ will be excused following the Lord’s Prayer.
Other recommended changes were to move announcements to the end of the
service, and to have the choir anthem provided during the oﬀering. On certain
Sunday’s, such as Rally Sunday, or those occasions when the Sunday School will
be involved in service projects or fellowship ou ngs, Sunday School will follow
worship, ending when the scheduled event ends.

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

SEPTEMBER 2017

2

Dear friends in Christ,
What a year we have before us! This autumn we begin a new
worship schedule, with one me for worship on Sunday morn‐
ing, and Sunday School being tried in a new way that we hope
will encourage more families to worship together before our
youth head oﬀ for Sunday School.
We will mark the 500th anniversary of the Reforma on, ci ng
that day 5 centuries ago when Mar n Luther nailed the 95 the‐
ses to the church door in Wi enberg, sparking conversa on
that would change the world. Beginning in late September we
will begin a 7 week adult educa on series “BY HEART: Conver‐
sa ons with Mar n Luther’s Small Catechism.” This study will
be a blessing to all our adults, high school age and beyond.
One of the cool things that we con nue to support here is our
peer ministry program, which begins its 9th year of ministry.
One of the signs of the success of this ministry is that seven of
our former peer ministers have gone on to be Bible camp
counselors at either Luther Park or Sugar Creek.
We will also celebrate 150 years of congrega onal ministry
and life here at Evangelical with a series of exci ng events and
ac vi es that will culminate in a weekend of celebra on and
joy, next summer, August 10th‐12th! To support this ministry I
invite you to be generous and buy a brick (or two or three) for
our 10’ by 10’ prayer pa o that will be located somewhere on
our property during the summer of 2018. We are not sure
where it will be at this me, but we feel we have some very
nice op ons.
Finally, I con nue to be thankful as I enter my 15th year of
ministry here. I am thankful because I am not bored, I do not
feel red out, nor do I feel stuck in some predictable rou ne. It
feels to me that there is so much to look forward to, as well as
there is ministry here and people to be with that gives me joy. I
deeply appreciate growing older with you, and being wel‐
comed deeper into your lives.
Mostly I am thankful for what God has done for us through his
Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus. I am thankful for the grace and
love that God pours into our lives, whispers to us in our bap‐
sms, and nourishing us both at the table and through the pro‐
claimed word.

Church Council MeeƟng Minutes
July 11,2017


Update on Church Anniversary.
Brick pa o: need momentum to get this going. Will
place promo onal materials in narthex.
Pastors and interns have been contacted about
preaching. Paid out of sabba cal fund.
New directory will be completed next year.
Discussed possible organ recital.
Them Coulee Boys tenta vely booked for Friday night
of celebra on weekend.
Reviewed membership informa on. List reviewed by council
and updated.
 Worship schedule
Discussed decline in a endance. Recommenda on
from worship commi ee to have one
Sunday service and con nue Saturday night service.
Con nue relaxed tradi onal format.
Mo on made to move from 3 to 2 services as stated
above a er Rally Sunday. Mo on carried.
Worship mes will be Saturday evening at 7:00 and
Sunday morning at 9:00. Sunday school will
Begin a er the sermon or communion on designated
Sundays.
 Review of giving
Giving has been down over summer. Looking at a
fund transfer. Will be sending le er later this
Week to congrega on regarding how we will fund
things in the future.
 Building upkeep
Upda ng air condi oning. Approved by congrega on‐
al mee ng. Cost is $5000 more. Will use
Funds from Gi s and Memorials. Mo on made and
approved.
Next mee ng September 12, 2017

Adult Educa on: Sunday’s @ 10:10am
“By Heart: Conversa ons with Mar n
Luther’s Small Catechism”

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

Pr. Barb Knutson’s Autumn Hours
Pr. Barb Knutson will begin her 5th year of
ministry as our part‐ me visita on pastor,
on October 1, serving through spring of
2018. Her normal visita on hours will be Wednesday’s and
Thursday’s, from 9:00am‐5:00pm.

A 7‐week adult educa on series, “By Heart:
Conversa ons with Mar n Luther’s Small
Catechism,” will begin Sunday, September
24th following worship @ 10:10am. This
study is designed to generate meaningful conversa ons about
the biblical and historical context of the Small Catechism, its
link to the church’s faith, and its connec on to Luther’s life and
our life today.
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W/ELC Semi‐Annual All Members general mee ng
Thursday, September 21st ‐ 6:30 p.m.
This year our program for the semi‐annual mee ng will consist
of a brief presenta on by the ladies who a ended the na onal
WELCA conven on in Minneapolis and a update from a Council
representa ve regarding the church’s 2018, 150th anniversary
planned ac vi es and events
During the business por on of the mee ng we will collect your
Thankoﬀering boxes for na onal so remember to bring them
with you! We will also hold an elec on for our open board
member posi ons, discuss a couple funding proposals, and, of
course, have lunch.

Sewing Circle News
Some mes the thought comes to
mind of “what could be accom‐
plished in Quil ng if a few more ‘hands’ showed up to help
with the process of crea ng bed covers for others in need.”
What a great mission opportunity this is. The women who
meet throughout the year are fulfilling Evangelical’s mission:
God’s Work, Our Hands. It is a joy to be part of this Circle.
As fall schedule begins, we are seeking people who
can work from home. The lovely tops for quilts that are de‐
signed by confirma on youth and others, need to be sewn to‐
gether. This is simple, straight‐seam sewing, connec ng
squares.
Another opportunity is to lay out material for the
backing of the quilts. This could be a type of appren ceship,
since you would be working with another person to do this.
Some jobs take more me and spli ng up the du es makes
easier work for all.
Sewing Circle is close to mee ng our annual goal of
250 quilts. Come October we will send 104 to Lutheran World
Relief and by December we will have 104 Project Christmas
quilts ready for delivery.
Our September schedule con nues as we meet the
second and fourth Thursday of the month and on the months
with a fi h Thursday we meet then too. These days are used
for tying quilts and sewing the edging. We open at 9 a.m. and
con nue throughout the day. Come when you can and leave
when you need to. Bring a sandwich for noon if you like or just
come in the a ernoon. We welcome you as your me allows.
Thank you for considering and praying about this unique minis‐
try opportunity.
God’s peace.

Monday Night Quil ng
Quil ng on Mondays, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., can be a learning‐to‐sew
me, a me to e quilts, or sewing squares to create a quilt
top. We generally meet every Monday unless a holiday hap‐
pens, (we will not meet September 4). For further informa on
about sewing, please call Be y Steele at 715.284.4430
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W/ELC Harvest Dinner, Bake
Sale, Quilt Sale, and
Silent Auc on
Thursday, Oct. 5th ‐4:30 to 7 p.m.

Mark your calendars! Our annual Harvest Dinner will
be Thursday, October 5th this year. Dinner will start at 4:30 and
will be served un l 7:00 p.m. to accommodate families with
later work schedules.
Prices will stay the same. Tickets for the turkey and
biscuits dinner with salad and dessert, milk and coﬀee, will be
$6.50 for adults, $3.00 for children under 10, and kids under 3
are free. Tickets may be purchased in advance from the church
oﬃce, and a er church services, but will also be available at
the door.
All women of the church are asked to contribute
baked goods for the Bake Sale. Baked goods should be at the
church by 1 p.m. on Thursday.
Contribu ons for the Silent Auc on should also be at
the church by 1 p.m. Thursday. See the related ar cle on the
Silent Auc on here for ideas on what to bring.
Our Sewing Circle has selected some beau ful quilts
for sale and the Book Nook will also be there with their items.
Come prepared to eat hearty, purchase some baked goods to
take home and buy quilts or bid on silent auc on items for
yourself or gi s for others.
How a Silent Auc on works and Ideas for Contribu ons
For those who have never par cipated in a silent auc on, here
is how it works. Items, “baskets”, or collec ons of things are
placed on a table with a sign‐up sheet for each. The first
“bidder” starts the process by wri ng down their name and
how much they would pay for the item or basket. Anyone will‐
ing to pay more writes down their name and bid on the next
available line. Bidding con nues un l the auc on oﬃcially
closes. The last, highest bidder wins.
Our auc on will close at 7 pm on the 5th. You need not be pre‐
sent to win. Absent winners will be called so they can pick up
and pay for their items at the church oﬃce.
Contribu ons for the Silent Auc on should be:
‐ new or unused (actual baskets used to put collec ons in and
an ques may be the excep ons)
‐ of value but not so expensive few if any people will bid on it
and you’ll be unhappy with the result.
Ideas for things you could contribute include arts and cra s,
home canning, homemade goodies, the makings for a meal or a
tailgate party, a personal care collec on, a gi for a bridal or
baby shower, or the “perfect” Christmas gi . Perhaps you just
want to bring what you did last year because your contribu‐
ons last year were wonderful!
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Posted June 16, 2017
through
August 15, 2017
RADIO BROADCAST
In memory of: Lou Musser
From: Keith & Jo Brown, Nancy Larson & David Olson,
Esther & Naomi Circle
In memory of: Della Skoug
From: Darlene Dugan
In memory of: Maralyn Laudon:
From: Don & Mary Glasenapp, Rollie & Mandy Lee,
Nyla Musser, Dean & Delores Severson, Rich & Charlene Ste‐
vens, Mary Lou Young, The Sewing Circle
In memory of: Raymond Berg (Elna Bock’s brother)
From Nyla Musser
In honor of: Tuesday Bible Study Group
From: Rollie & Mandy Lee
Dona on from: Randy Swe
TENDER BRANCHES
Dona on from: Andrew Helland
UNDESIGNATED
In memory of: Lou Musser
From: Roma Jones
In memory of: Della Skoug
From: Margaret Severson, John & Connie Heinz, Rob‐
ert Skoug
MIGOWI BUILDING FUND
Dona ons from: Larry & Georgia Bu on, Darlene Dugan, Mark
& Julie Zillmer
ALTAR GUILD
In Honor of: Keith & Jo Brown’s 50th Wedding Anniversary

The GiŌs & Memorials CommiƩee would like to encourage your
giŌs to the radio broadcast fund. We thank you for supporƟng
this outreach ministry.

SEPTEMBER OCTOGENARIANS
Rosella Kappen‐September 18th
Mavis Erickson‐September 20th
Doris Brudos‐September 29th

Special Giving
in September & October
Look for the Red bordered “ELCA World Hunger” special giv‐
ing envelope in your September/October envelope mailing.
Thank you for your support!
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7th‐GRADE ORIENTATION NIGHT
th

SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS 9/10/17
Please join us for the start of Sunday School 9/10/17
Sunday School registration as well as cinnamon rolls, fruit, milk
and juice will be following the service.
Our Sunday School schedule has changed with the new wor‐
ship schedule. Parents and children will worship together at
our new 9 am service. Children and staff will be excused by the
Pastor after communion to their classrooms. On Service of the
Word Sunday’s children and staff will be excused following the
Lord’s Prayer. Classes will now go until 10:30.
We have LOTS of fun and exciting plans for the 2017‐2018
school year, we can’t wait to get it started!

SEPTEMBER 6 , 6:00 pm. students with a parent will purchase
a bible ($25) at this me, and sign up for a home visit with Pas‐
tor Eric.

8th & 9th GRADE CONFIRMATION
SEPTEMBER 6th, 7:00 pm. students with a parent will have their
orienta on night. We’ll have some fun, get an overview of the
coming year & meet with your small group guide. Parents of
8th Graders, we are looking for two adults willing to be Con‐
firma on Guides. Please contact the oﬃce if you are interest‐
ed.

10th GRADE CONFIRMATION
SEPTEMBER 20th, 7:00 pm students with a parent will have
their introduc on & informa on to the fall classes. They will
also be fi ed for their Confirma on Robes. You will begin Wed.
night learning events on September 27th, 7pm. Meet in the
youth room with your small group guide and Pastor Eric.

Schedule for Upcoming Weeks:
** 9/10/17 ‐ Start of Sunday School ‐ Children will remain with
parents until the end of service.
** 9/17/17 ‐ Children and staff will be excused
following communion to go to their classrooms for their first
classroom lesson.
** 9/24/17 ‐ Children and staff will be excused by Pastor fol‐
lowing the Lord’s Prayer.
** 10/01/17 ‐ Children and staff will be excused
following communion to go to their classrooms for their class‐
room lesson.
** 10/8/17– Blessing of the Pets Service, children will stay in
the entire service. Following the service outdoor games and
fun (weather permitting) will be provided for the children (and
pets if they would like). A brunch potluck will be served at
10:30. Sign up will be available in the Narthex.

Dairyland Conference Confirma on
Kick‐Oﬀ Event @ Lunda Park
Wednesday, September 13th, 5:30‐8:00pm
Confirma on groups from Mondovi to Osseo to Whitehall to
Black River Falls will gather for a “Confirma on” Kick‐Oﬀ event
at Lunda Park in Black River Falls, on Wednesday, September
7th, 5:30‐8:00pm with ELCA World Hunger Program Director,
Mr. Ryan Cummings. The event will focus on global mission and
world hunger, and include an OXFAM Meal, Walk‐for‐Water, a
Bread for the World le er wri ng, and an interna onal food
fair.

More information will be sent home with the children and can
be found on our Facebook page “Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sunday School”

6th GRADE
ACOLYTE TRAINING
SEPTEMBER 20th, 2017
Please come with a parent to the church on Wednesday, Sept.
20th at 6pm for Acolyte Training.

Peer Ministry Retreat
September 16‐17 @ Luther Park Bible Camp
The 2017‐2018 ELC Peer Ministry team is Ben Bluedorn, Kaitlyn
Gilbertson, Emma Goodenough, Caleb Maracek, Jessica Olson
and Ashley Rush. They will be on retreat the weekend of Sep‐
tember 16‐17 @Luther Park Bible Camp!
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ELC 150th Anniversary

The Lutheran World Relief School Kits have been displayed on
our church pews for several weeks in August. We will con nue
to have them on the pews in September. We encourage you to
pick up one or two bags and fill them with the items from the
a ached list. Thank you for par cipa ng in this LWR project.
Please return the bags to church by September 25th.

“BUY A BRICK…SERVE the LORD”
Mark your calendars now for the weekend of August 10‐12,
2018 when we will celebrate our 150th anniversary of congre‐
ga onal ministry. Bishop Hoyme has accepted our invita on to
be with us for the weekend of celebra on.
With all of the planned ac vi es of our anniversary, congrega‐
onal members and friends are invited to purchase a BRICK
which can be engraved with a family name, or in memory of a
loved one, as part of a 10’ by 10’ prayer pa o. BRICKS come in
three sizes: 4 inches by 8 inches ($100), 8 inches by 8 inches
($200), and 12 inches by 12 inches ($400).
A website and brochure is available for those interested in sup‐
por ng the anniversary.
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Why Send School Kits?
To the children who receive School Kits, these supplies may
mean the diﬀerence between ge ng an educa on or not. Pub‐
lic school is usually free, but in places where Lutheran World
Relief works, even a few supplies like pens and paper, may be
more than many families can aﬀord. And when families can
aﬀord to send only one of their children, girls rarely get priori‐
ty...yet the educa on level of mothers has the biggest impact
on development.
A school kit may provide the only supplies for children return‐
ing to school a er the disrup on of war. School kits help par‐
ents con nue their children's educa on, even while living in a
refugee camp, for example. A school kit may also be used in
adult literacy classes.
Filling one or two backpacks might be a great project to do as a
family. It could be an excellent opportunity to teach your chil‐
dren about caring for others.
Items needed for the LWR school Kits:

 4 70 count notebooks of wide‐ or college‐ruled paper 8" x
Hurricane Harvey, one of the most powerful storms to hit the
United States in years, made landfall, threatening millions of
our neighbors in Texas and Louisiana with heavy rain, wind
and rising des.
The Na onal Hurricane Center called the storm’s eﬀects “life‐
threatening, devasta ng and catastrophic” and predicted long
periods of rain and flooding, along with massive power outag‐
es. While many have evacuated, significant damage is s ll ex‐
pected, and thousands of people may be housed in shelters for
extended periods of me.
Your support through Lutheran Disaster Response will bring
hope and healing to those who have been or will be aﬀected
by this hurricane. Lutheran Disaster Response is already collab‐
ora ng with our aﬃliates to ini ate recovery eﬀorts.
While the storm is not over, you can help now. Gi s designat‐
ed for “Hurricane Response – United States” will be used in full
un l the response is complete to help disaster survivors recov‐
er and rebuild.
Special Oﬀering envelopes will be available star ng this week‐
end during worship and in the narthex.

10 1/2"(no loose‐leaf paper)

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)

 One 30‐cen meter ruler, or a ruler with cen meters on
one side and inches on the other

 One pencil sharpener
 Five new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
 One eraser approximately 2 ½" long
 One box of 16 or 24 crayons
Five ball point pens (no gel pens)
Items with religious and/or patrioƟc symbols can not be accepted. Thank you!
During the month of September the Stewardship Com‐
mi ee of our WELC will s ll be collec ng items for Luther‐
an World Relief Baby Care Kits. We especially need bars
of soap, hand towels, sleepers or shirt/pant sets (sizes 6
months ‐ 2 yrs.) and receiving blankets for our 2017 ship‐
ment. You can bring these items to the church. Gently
used items are welcomed.

Evangelical Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SERVICES

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”

Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School approx.. 9:50‐10:30 am

115 North 5th Street
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barb Knutson
Wendy Sciborski

Non‐Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

pastoreric@brfelc.org
Visita on Pastor
oﬃcemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsle er was mailed to you August 29, 2017

h p://www.facebook.com/brfelc
"Scan to pay or give to ELC”

God’s Children (Gr 2‐6) meet Wednesdays at
3:30pm‐Star ng September 6th
Tender Branches (Gr. 7‐12) meet Wednesdays at
6:00 pm‐Star ng September 6th.
Evangelical Singers (Adults) meet Wednesdays at
7:15 pm‐Star ng September 6th
Ringspira on Hand Bell Choir meet Wednesdays at
6:00 pm‐star ng September 6th

HATFIELD WORSHIP SERVICES
What a wonderful summer! The ELC
sponsored outdoor worship service,
held in the Russell Park picnic shelter in
Ha ield, just completed the 44th year
of outreach ministry! Many people
working together keep this a vital and
successful program for our church and
surrounding community.
Special thank‐you’s go out to those who provided
leadership for the services throughout the summer. We appre‐
ciate your willingness to serve. Thank‐you also to those who
baked and provided treats for fellowship me, and to those
who shared their musical gi s for special music. You’ve all
helped enhance the experience.
Finally, thanks to Pastor Eric and Pastor Barb for your services
this summer and to Barb, Savannah and Sco for your musical
leadership. Sco , many thanks for hauling and se ng up the
equipment each week!
Thanks to all for your gi s, your talents, your a end‐
ance, and your prayers this summer!
Marianne Torkelson, Worship CommiƩee Chairperson

