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Sunday, October 8 @ 9:00am
“Blessing of Pets and Animals”
St. Francis of Assisi was a 13th century son of a wealthy merchant, who a er a
conversion experience gave away his wealth and devoted himself to serving the
poor. St. Francis believed all of crea on was a gi from God to be treasured. He
called creatures of every size and shape his brothers and sisters. On Sunday, Octo‐
ber 8th, at the 9:00am service, members are invited to bring their pets (if they can
be transported safely) or a picture of their pet, to worship. The service includes
readings, songs, and prayers that reflect God's care and concern for all the earth.
If you bring a pet, make sure it can be brought into worship safely, that you are
ready to clean up any messes that could arise. Remember that your pet may need
to be kenneled during the service outside (because of noise) so an cipate that
possibility.

New Member Sunday
October 15th
New Members will be received on Sunday, October 15th during worship. Anyone
interested in becoming a new member of ELC is ask to contact Pastor Eric at 715‐
284‐4213 .

Bread for the World Sunday
October 21st/22nd
In Ma hew 22:37‐39, Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all you mind. This is the greatest and first
commandment, and a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Bread for the World is a collec ve Chris an voice urging our na on’s decision
makers to end hunger at home and abroad. Working with Republican and Demo‐
cra c leaders, Bread for the World is supported by all major church bodies, work‐
ing to lobby congress on behalf of hungry people.
Bread for the World Sunday is an opportunity to engage God’s work to end hun‐
ger, giving our congrega on an opportunity to turn faith into ac on, as we join
members of other congrega ons from various denomina ons in li ing up their
voices on behalf of hungry people. Through educa on, prayer, and worship, we
will have an opportunity to play a posi ve role in ending hunger in God’s world.
For more informa on visit www.bread.org.
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Dear friends in Christ,
This is the 500th anniversary of the protestant reforma on, be‐
cause it was 500 years ago (this month) on October 31, 1517,
that Mar n Luther posted a document en tled the 95 Theses
on the church door in Wi enberg, Germany, which stated Lu‐
ther’s posi on against what he says as abusive prac ces of the
church selling indulgences, a cer ficate believed to reduce the
temporal punishment for sin.
Luther’s argument was that to treat sin this way, was to lead
Chris ans to avoid true repentance and sorrow for sin, as well
as to discourage Chris ans from giving to the poor and per‐
forming other acts of mercy. Luther sent the 95 Theses to the
Archbishop of Mainz on October 31, 1517, and is thought to
have posted them on the door of All Saints Church and other
churches in Wi enberg in accordance with University custom.
The 95 Theses were quickly reprinted, translated, and distribut‐
ed throughout Germany and Europe. This ac on sparked over a
decade of debate and chaos that changed the face of life in
Western Europe forever.
In 1530 the Holy Roman Emperor called the Lutheran reformers
to the city of Augsburg, Germany, to defend their teachings.
The document they presented became known as the Augsburg
Confession. It is men oned in every Lutheran congrega on’s
cons tu on to this day. The Augsburg Confession shows how
the reformers talked about God’s love for sinners. It also de‐
picts how Lutherans organized themselves to make sure God’s
promises can be proclaimed.
Prior to this, between the years 1527‐1529, Luther led a team
of people to see how well congrega ons were doing making
sure people got the good news of Jesus. What they discovered
was that most Chris ans didn’t know the most basic parts of
the faith. Luther wrote the Small Catechism so families would
have a handy summary of the Chris an faith. Later, Luther
wrote the Large Catechism so pastors could be er learn to
preach so that the people would have faith.
With all of this in mind we will do a number of things to cele‐
brate the 500th anniversary of the protestant reforma on this
month in our lives of faith together. Our Adult Bible Study will
focus on conversa ons with Luther’s Small Catechism; our an‐
nual stewardship ministry will emphasize Luther’s life‐long pas‐
sion for socio‐economic jus ce; and every weekend in worship
a diﬀerent commemora ve pin will be handed out that will
feature a diﬀerent aspect of Luther and the Reforma on.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

Church Council Highlights
September 12, 2017
Apps with the Bishop
Wendy a ended mee ng regarding online church applica ons
(Apps). Apps can be used to deliver church informa on and
update congrega ons regarding church events. Can also be
used for online giving, registra on for events, scheduling ush‐
ers/greeters, prayer requests. Will be looking at se ng goals to
implement this new technology. Would also encourage any
“tech savvy” congrega on members to get involved with this.
Anniversary update
Brick garden campaign has begun. Anniversary events will be
driven by this campaign.
Discussed possibility of intern. Seminaries may not be helpful
with this at this me.
Pastor Eric will likely shi his sabba cal to May‐June‐July due
to ming of Anniversary
Celebra on.
Fall Stewardship Ministry
Dale Fredrick presented bulle n inserts for 6 weeks leading up
to Consecra on weekend which is November 11‐12, 2017.
Lorri Johnson also suggested u lizing a form for people to oﬀer
other me and/or talent to the church along with their pledge.
She will research a form to use.
Adult Educa on
Louise discussed a 7‐week series that will be star ng Septem‐
ber 24 that reviews Luther’s small Catechism. It coincides with
the bulle n inserts regarding stewardship. Will try to incorpo‐
rate Fellowship me with this as well. Council was encourage
to par cipate.
Pastors Report (reviewed report)
‐Hos ng Dairyland Confirma on Kickoﬀ at Lunda Park tomor‐
row, 9/13/17.
Educa on (Louise reviewed highlights)
‐Finalized Sunday school schedule and looked at class structure
‐Dividing “bigs and li les” for music
Stewardship (Dale reviewed highlights)
‐Seminary support tui on grant was approved
‐BOLD generosity campaign—discussed contribu ons
Worship (Marianne reviewed highlights)
‐Choir schedule completed
‐Posi ve feedback regarding Rally Sunday
‐New pin each Sunday in October designated to coincide with
stewardship message
Witness (no mee ng)
‐Lorri provided treat with church informa on handout
‐Will begin thinking about church directory update
Discussed spacing out next council mee ng to 6‐week intervals
‐Kathy Goodenough made mo on and Dale Fredrick was sec‐
ond. Mo on carried.
Next Council mee ng is October 24, 2017
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Sewing Circle news for October

REMINDER! Our annual Harvest Dinner will be Thursday, Oct.
5th this year. Dinner will start at 4:30 and will be served un l
7:00 p.m. to accommodate families with later work schedules.

This is a busy month in Sewing Circle. The Harvest Dinner gives
us the opportunity to sell quilts. The money is needed to help
supply the ba ng, etc. for next years projects.

Prices will stay the same. Tickets for the turkey and biscuits
dinner with salad and dessert, milk and coﬀee, will be $6.50 for
adults, $3.00 for children under 10, and kids under 3 are
free. Tickets may be purchased in advance from the church
oﬃce, and a er church services, but will also be available at
the door.

Also, October is when the quilts are shipped out to be orga‐
nized for sharing throughout the world. Our goal is to have 109
quilts ready for this mission.

All women of the church are asked to contribute baked goods
for the Bake Sale. Baked goods should be at the church by 1
p.m. on Thursday.
Contribu ons for the Silent Auc on should also be at the
church by 1 p.m. Thursday. See the related ar cle on the Silent
Auc on here for ideas on what to bring.
Our Sewing Circle has selected some beau ful quilts for sale
and the Book Nook will also be there with their items. Come
prepared to eat hearty, purchase some baked goods to take
home and buy quilts or bid on silent auc on items for yourself
or gi s for others.
How a Silent Auc on works and Ideas for Contribu ons
For those who have never par cipated in a silent auc on, here
is how it works. Items, “baskets”, or collec ons of things are
placed on a table with a sign‐up sheet for each. The first
“bidder” starts the process by wri ng down their name and
how much they would pay for the item or basket. Anyone will‐
ing to pay more writes down their name and bid on the next
available line. Bidding con nues un l the auc on oﬃcially
closes. The last, highest bidder wins.
Our auc on will close at 7 pm on the 5th. You need not be pre‐
sent to win. Absent winners will be called so they can pick up
and pay for their items at the church oﬃce.
Contribu ons for the Silent Auc on should be:
‐ new or unused (actual baskets used to put collec ons in and
an ques may be the excep ons)

We have a need for quilt squares to be sewn at home. These
are cut and designed tops ready to be sewn. This is simple,
straight‐seam sewing, connec ng squares.
Another need is for backs to be cut to size. You would be work‐
ing with another to learn the process and could work at home
or when we meet on sewing days.
October’s schedule: Thursday, 12 and 26 from 9 a.m. to coﬀee
at 3 p.m. Come join us at any me on these days.
God’s Blessings.

Monday Night Quil ng
Quil ng on Mondays, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., can be a learning‐to‐sew
me, a me to e quilts, or sewing squares to create a quilt
top. We generally meet every Monday unless a holiday hap‐
pens. For further informa on about sewing, please call Be y
Steele at 715.284.4430.

COMMUNION WARE SETUP ASSISTANTS
The Altar Guild is also looking for members
to help with Communion Ware setup for
Worship mes on the 1st & 3rd Sunday’s
of each month. Everyone is welcome to
consider. Families of Confirma on or 1st Communion students
are also encouraged to inquire, it’s a great way to help out as a
family. The process is very simple. A short instruc onal class
can be arranged for anyone interested. Please contact Joan
Brown at 715‐284‐5640 if interested. Thank you!

‐ of value but not so expensive few if any people will bid on it
and you’ll be unhappy with the result.
Ideas for things you could contribute include arts and cra s,
home canning, homemade goodies, the makings for a meal or a
tailgate party, a personal care collec on, a gi for a bridal or
baby shower, or the “perfect” Christmas gi . Perhaps you just
want to bring what you did last year because your contribu‐
ons last year were wonderful!

October Octogenarians
John Sternaman 10/02, Irwin Miles 10/06, Harriet Nerby 10/06,
Mary Glasenapp 10/13, Phyllis Gunderson, Yvonne Richard
10/14, Thomas Ristuben 10/17, Dorothy Hanson 10/18, Joyce
Valen no 10/22, Jeri Muth 10/22, Charlo e Thompson 10/23,
Patsy Anderson 10/23, Donald Koxlien 10/25, Mary Lou Young
10/31.

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

OCTOBER 2017

4

Posted August 16, 2017
through
September 15, 2017
RADIO BROADCAST
In memory of: William G. Markee (Steve Markee’s brother)
From: Nyla Musser
In memory of: Maralyn Laudon:
From: Tuesday Bible Study Group

The Gi s & Memorials Commi ee would like to encourage your
gi s to the radio broadcast fund. We thank you for suppor ng
this outreach ministry.

2018 ELC Stewardship Ministry
“The Forgotten Luther”
Consecration Weekend: Nov. 11th/12th
ELC 150th Anniversary
“BUY A BRICK…SERVE the LORD”
Mark your calendars now for the weekend of August 10‐12,
2018 when we will celebrate our 150th anniversary of congre‐
ga onal ministry. Bishop Hoyme has accepted our invita on to
be with us for the weekend of celebra on.
With all of the planned ac vi es of our anniversary, congrega‐
onal members and friends are invited to purchase a BRICK
which can be engraved with a family name, or in memory of a
loved one, as part of a 10’ by 10’ prayer pa o. BRICKS come in
three sizes: 4 inches by 8 inches ($100), 8 inches by 8 inches
($200), and 12 inches by 12 inches ($400).
A website and brochure is available for those interested in sup‐
por ng the anniversary.

Your ELC Stewardship Team is excited to present a six‐week
Stewardship Emphasis series tled “The Forgo en Luther”
which features Luther’s life‐long passion for socio‐economic
jus ce and the role of the church in society. This series will
begin October 1st and lead up to Consecra on Weekend, No‐
vember 11th/12th. Our Stewardship Team believes that the goal
of stewardship ministry is to help God’s grow in their rela on‐
ship with Jesus through the use of the me, talents, and financ‐
es God has entrusted to us.
For six weeks leading up to Consecra on Weekend, educa on‐
al inserts will be available at worship for people to bring home
to reflect upon, pray over, and be inspired by, as we consider
the blessings God has entrusted to us, and how we will respond
to those blessings and par cipate in the stewardship ministry
of this congrega on.
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Adult Educa on: Sunday’s @ 10:10am
“By Heart: Conversa ons with Mar n Luther’s Small
Catechism”
A 7‐week adult educa on series, “By Heart: Conversa ons with
Mar n Luther’s Small Catechism,” will begin Sunday, Septem‐
ber 24th following worship @ 10:10am. This study is designed
to generate meaningful conversa ons about the biblical and
historical context of the Small Catechism, its link to the
church’s faith, and its connec on to Luther’s life and our life
today.

Reforma on PINS: Get Yours Now!
Each weekend during the month of October, a diﬀerent Com‐
memorate PIN will be available at worship which will feature a
diﬀerent aspect of the Protestant Reforma on. Come all month
and collect all five PIN’s! Let us be clear…wearing five diﬀerent
commemora ve reforma on pins does not automa cally make
you a Lutheran Nerd…but then again it might (but that could be
cool).

Friends Sharing Food Month
Special Oﬀering: October 1st
Friends Sharing Food is volunteer program opera ng in Jackson
County which comes together to support our neighbors when
they need it most. On the weekend of September 30th/October
1st ELC will collect dona ons to be matched one‐to‐one with
pounds of food credit! This is an opportunity for us to help feed
the hungry children and families of Jackson County.
The Jackson County Food Pantry in Taylor feeds an average of
330 people each month; in Brockway and six satellite loca ons
it feeds an average of 570 people each month; the Food for
Kids program provides an average of 500 lunch bags through‐
out the county each month; and the Friends Food Shelf re‐
ceives an average of 22,000 pounds of rescued food monthly.
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ELCA World Hunger
ELC’s September/October Special Oﬀering
More than 800 million people (that’s 1 in 8 people in our world
today) are hungry. As a congrega on of the ELCA, we are called
to respond. ELCA World Hunger is uniquely posi oned to reach
communi es in need. From health clinics to feeding sta ons,
water wells to animal husbandry, community meals to advoca‐
cy, your gi s to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the
ELCA to respond, suppor ng sustainable solu ons that get at
the root causes of hunger and poverty. Your special ELCA
World Hunger envelope is located in your bi‐monthly oﬀering
envelope mailing.
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One of the goals our Parish Educa on Commi ee has this year
is to strengthen our church family. We want it to be like
Cheers, “where everyone knows your name”! (Did you sing
that? I did!) So we have special ac vi es planned this year that
aren’t only geared for our youth, but for all of us as a church
family.
The first event is coming up 10/8, following the Blessing of the
Pets service (SS a endance will be taken during worship), yard
games, photo booth, and brunch potluck. The children will be
staying for the full service and following the service there will
be yard games outside (weather permi ng) and a photo booth
for adults, children, families, and/or pets. We welcome and
encourage ALL to stay and enjoy some fellowship, fun, coﬀee,
and brunch. The brunch potluck will begin at 10:30. Please
bring a dish to pass, beverages will be provided. (SS a end‐
ance will be taken during worship)
Our second event will be 10/22, that will also be a Full Service
Sunday and our first Fellowship Ou ng of the year. Following
the service (SS a endance will be taken during worship) fami‐
lies are invited to drive down to Veteran’s Memorial Park (1
mile west of West Salem, Wi) to enjoy a picnic lunch together
(not provided). A er lunch we invite everyone to join us at the
Hidden Trails Corn Maze, which is located 2 miles west of the
park. The maze is carved out of towering corn stalks it is a fun
and unique experience. With a picture of the trails in hand,
find your way to checkpoints which contain clues to the next
checkpoint. Whether young or old, the maze oﬀers a fun
ou ng with a twist of educa on! Tickets are free for any
adults wishing to enjoy the a ernoon of fun, children are $7
(11‐17), $4 (4‐10) and 3 and under are free. If there are any
youth that would like to go but do not have a ride to the corn
maze, please contact the church oﬃce (715) 284‐4213 or Kari
Bue (715) 896‐6849. Also feel free to bring Fido the family dog
along as well! 10/22 is dog day at Hidden Trails!
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7th Grade: 7th graders are learning the stories of the Bible in
Sunday School; and will a end a 4‐week session on the Refor‐
ma on in the Spring. 7th graders are also required to acolyte
this year as scheduled. Calendar is posted in the narthex.
8th/9th Grade: Wed. Night Learning Events: 7‐8:30pm. Be
sure to bring your Bible. You can start turning in worship notes
any me! The hanging files are located on the youth table in
the narthex. Blank sheets are in front. When completed, place
in the folder with your guide’s name on it.
10th Grade: Check with your small group guide to assure you
are caught up with your work. Interviews with the Parish Edu‐
ca on Commi ee will be October 22rd @ 11:45am‐1:30pm. All
students are required to a end.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
A service for Aﬃrma on of Bap sm will be Oct. 29th, at 10:30
am. Rehearsal for this event and pictures are on Oct. 25th at
6:00pm. Please be prompt and ready (dressed) for pictures!
Parents are asked to a end.

3rd grade – Bible Milestone
3rd graders and their parents are invited to a end a learning
event on Sun., Oct. 15th, 9:50am. You will do fun ac vi es as
you learn about God's Word for us. You will be presented with
a gi of a Bible on Sun. Oct. 29th during 9:00a worship as you
mark this milestone in your faith journey.

Reforma on Sunday, October 29th: If there are any children
that will be a ending the 10:30 confirma on service this day,
please let their teacher know so they can be released early to
a end.

2018 ELCA YOUTH GATHERING MEETING
Sunday, October 8th @ 11:00am
There will be a mee ng for all high school youth interested in
a ending 2018 ELCA Na onal Youth Gathering. Mee ng will
be on Sunday, October 8th @ 11am.

Evangelical Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SERVICES

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”

Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School approx.. 9:50‐10:30 am

115 North 5th Street
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barb Knutson
Wendy Sciborski

Non‐Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

pastoreric@brfelc.org
Visita on Pastor
oﬃcemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsle er was mailed to you September 28, 2017

h p://www.facebook.com/brfelc
"Scan to pay or give to ELC”

October Worship Schedule
October 8th – Pets/Animals Sunday
October 15th—New Member Sunday
October 21st/22rd – Bread for the World Sunday
October 28th/29th – Reforma on Sunday
October 29th @ 10:30am – Confirma on Sunday

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY, November 5th
These services remind us of our human frailty and mortality in
light of our faith in the resurrec on of our risen Lord. In this
service we name and remember the members of ELC who
have died this past year and claim the promise of eternal life
that is ours through the power of the cross and Christ’s victo‐
ry over death.

