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Advent Vespers: Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm
Dec. 6, 13, 20
Advent Soup Supper @ 6:00pm
Theme: “Hope and Expecta on”
Advent Vespers is a 45‐minute service of song, readings, candles, prayer and reflec‐
on using the worship se ng, Holden Evening Prayer. Following vespers, soup
supper is served. The holiday season can s r deep emo ons within each of us.
Many greet the advent of Christmas with joy and excitement, whereas those who
have lost loved ones during the past year(s) may find great sadness in the very
same event. Thankfully, our God meets us wherever we are, both physically and
emo onally.
This Advent Vespers series gives voice to the complex emo ons of hope and expec‐
ta on as we prepare to greet the coming Messiah. In the midst of darkness, we
long for the coming of the light of Christ.
OUR Oﬀerings this year will support our eleven high school youth who’ll be a end‐
ing the ELCA Na onal Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas, June 27‐July 1, 2018.
These students and the parents will be preparing, serving, and cleaning up the
soup suppers this year.

Saturday, December 23rd @ 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve – Sunday, December 24th @ 9:00am
Candle light Worship @ 4:00pm & 6:00pm
Christmas Day – Monday, December, 25th
9:00am (Holy Communion)
New Years Eve — Sunday, December 31st @ 9:00am
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October 24, 2017 Council Highlights
A full council packet is kept on file in the
church library. Commi ees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be included in the council packet to Wendy.
Dear friends in Christ,
As we enter into this season of Advent, I have done some
thinking on the importance of ‘news’ as it impacts our lives. We
need to be informed, we need to listen and we need to hear
about what is going on around us so that we do not turn in‐
ward. It seems that today, however, we are in a diﬀerent kind
of place. The use of the phrase “fake news” has seemed to lead
us down a path where we’re tempted to trust very li le in what
we hear regardless of the source. No one needs to tell us how
dangerous this is…we all feel it…we all sense it.
In the midst of these swirling winds of distrust and cold bias
comes a diﬀerent word that dares to proclaim itself as “good
news” that is for all people. This good news enters into all of
the places where fake sympathy and trust linger and sha ers
their influence saying, peace be with you. It brings with it hope
for all who would mistrust, and a future for all who would lose
hope, and a truth that turns us outward into the world to care
for the lost and the forsaken and those who feel the full weight
of faked love, respect, dignity and compassion.
Yours in Christ,

New member recep on. Reviewed list of new members includ‐
ing Jean Campbell, Laura Christenson, Anneliese and Owen
Eddy, Rodney and Susan Hahn, Patrick and Sharon Hallahan,
Dawn King and Travis Satorius, Daniel and Robin Kohls, Tasha
and Blake Koresh, Ma hew Mueller and Nicole Weinert, Ruth
Strand, and Emily Wood. Mo on made by Kathy Goodenough
to receive new members into congrega on. Marianne Tor‐
kelson second. Mo on carried.
Preliminary budget plan for 2018. Budget commi ee will meet
on November 14. Reviewed proposed budget informa on from
annual mee ng. May need to adjust for na onal youth gather‐
ing in Houston as 11 youth and 1 adult are a ending. Cost is
approximately $1300 per person. Also discussed brick cam‐
paign and what the funds from this campaign will cover for the
Anniversary celebra on. BOLD generosity will start next year.
Sabba cal cost was briefly reviewed. Money set aside for sup‐
ply preachers. S pend staﬀ would be due for increase in 2018
as they are on a 3‐year rota on. Paul and Wendy have ex‐
changed some wage increase for benefit package. Discussed
possible replacement of keyboard used for church services.
Anniversary update. Pa o bricks are not selling as quickly as
expected. Encouraged to buy brick if haven’t done so. Group is
working on a 150th celebra on booklet. Group is also working
on church directory. Talking about bringing Malawi pastors
here for celebra on. Current Bishop is re ring summer 2018
but the new Bishop is s ll commi ed to a end our celebra on.

Pastor Eric

2017 Stewardship Report
As a congrega on we believe that stewardship is all about the
in mate connec on between how we handle our financial
ma ers and our rela onship with God. At this me ELC has
received 100 pledges. In past years by December 31st we typi‐
cally receive between 130‐150 pledges.
The gi of a pledge is of great benefit to the mission of God
that we seek to be a part of, in that it helps to guide our plan‐
ning for the best use of the resources God provides. It is a de‐
pendable way for us to set our congrega onal mission plan
(budget) as we’ve discovered that pledging works. In past
years 99% of what is pledged is received, and most people who
pledge usually exceed their pledge. This seems to reinforce the
idea that those who pledge see their act of pledging as a way
to grow in their rela onship with Jesus.
Thank you for your a en on and faithfulness in the area of
stewardship ministry for it is a spiritual discipline that helps us
to serve God through the life of faith we share together as the
people of God.

Nomina ng commi ee. Marianne Torkelson, Louise Voss, and
Perry Bue will complete their 3‐year council term next year.
Will speak with them to see if they want to con nue or get
sugges ons for nomina ons of new council members.
ELC Council meets again December 12th at 7:00 p.m.

2017 is wrapping up and just around the corner is ELC’s Annual
Report deadline. 2017 Annual Mee ng will be held Sunday,
January 28th. The annual report must be available to the con‐
grega on by January 14th. Therefore, your help in ge ng the
oﬃce your annual report as soon as possible is greatly appreci‐
ated. Electronically is the preferred way, but we will take oth‐
er forms too. Thank you in advance!
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Date and me change for Dec. W/ELC Board Mee ng
The W/ELC board will meet on Wednesday, Dec. 13th at 6:30 in
the church library, immediately following the Advent service
and soup and sandwich meal.
W/ELC Planning for 2018
In honor of our 150th anniversary, the W/ELC has set some
stretch goals for 2018. Our goals will include sending at least
150 school kits and 150 quilts to Lutheran World Relief next
year. And that means we will need many extra hands to help
with sewing and quil ng. Fabric for the school bags has been
cut and is ready to sew. If you can help sew the school bags,
please contact Joy Fossum at 715‐284‐9872.
A er the first of the year our Sewing Circle will con nue to
meet every Monday night from 6 to 8 p.m and all day the 2nd
and 4thThursday of each month, as well as the 5th Thursday
when they occur. The Sewing Circle can use help with cu ng
blocks, laying out/designing quilt tops, making quilt backs, sew‐
ing quilt tops, pu ng quilts together, tying quilts, and sewing
bindings. Any of this work can be done either at home or at
the church and we are prepared to teach anyone who wishes
to learn. Please contact Be y Steele at 715‐284‐4430 if you
are able to help.
While December is always a busy month, there’s s ll me to
get involved. Sewing Circle will be mee ng the first two Mon‐
day nights in December and our treasurer, Laurie Byrns, is s ll
accep ng contribu ons to our No Bake Bake Sale to help pur‐
chase the supplies we need to support our stewardship work.
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When is a “circle” not a circle? A church “circle” is a hold‐over
term for women’s Bible study groups of the ELCA. Today, a
member does not need to prepare, bake or serve merely
a end for a Bible study lesson that is a meaningful in our
world. If you have never been part of a “circle,” perhaps now
is the me to join. Currently, there are four circles of our
church. One meets on the first Wednesday at 7:00 pm. All the
rest meet the first Thursday of the month at 9:00 am.

December 3rd Irene Torkelson
December 24th Avriel Waughtal
December 28th Fredrick Stai
December 30th Marie Marecek

ADVENT VESPERS & SOUP SUPPER
Offerings will benefit the youth attending the 2018
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX

Christmas at the Book Nook
From gree ng cards to hymnals, from napkins to dishcloths,
the Book Nook has a nice selec on of items to choose from for
many of your Christmas needs. There is a special Christmas
Card display with several diﬀerent styles of cards to choose
from for your Christmas gree ng. Stop by the Book Nook,
located in the Gathering Room by the oﬃce, and take a look at
all we have to oﬀer!

Year‐End Planning‐All W/ELC Commi ees need to have their
year‐end reports (2017 ac vi es/accomplishments/special ac‐
ons) completed on or before December 13th. They can be
turned in at the board mee ng that night or dropped oﬀ any‐
me before that in the W/ELC mail slot at the church.

NEW THIS YEAR! The church will be ordering red double poin‐
se a plants from Falls Florists. Those wishing to beau fy the
church at Christmas by placing a poinse a in memory or in
honor of someone, may do so by placing an order at the
church oﬃce. Checks should be made payable to Evangelical
Lutheran-Altar Guild for $21. Payment must accompany the
order. Deadline to order plants and to make sure your name
is included in the Christmas bulle n is Monday, December
18th.
Plants may be picked up on Monday, January 4th when Altar
Guild meets to take down Christmas decorations.
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Posted OCTOBER 16, 2017
through
NOVEMBER 15, 2017
RADIO BROADCAST
In memory of: Lillian McManners
From: Rollie & Mandy Lee
In memory of: John “Jack” Long
From: John & Sharon Lund
In memory of: Evelyn Lambert
From: Bill & Jean Mickelson
In memory of: Lou Musser & Margaret Rommel
From: Mary Lou Young
In memory of: Sherry Woyczik sister of Terry Mahlman
From: Nyla Musser
In Honor of: Keith & Joan Brown’s 50th Anniversary
From: Nyla Musser
HANDBELLS
Dona ons from: Theresa Bade, Larry & Georgia Bu on, Rod &
Ellen Gearing, Fred & Terri Goe l, Judie & Tom Harkner, Nyla
Musser, John Louis & Barb Olson‐Louis, Dave & Joy Fossum, Jeﬀ
& Joanne Schefelker, Ed & Lorri Johnson, Tori Bragee
UNDESIGNATED
In memory of: John “Jack” Long
From: Barb & Kim Loomis

The Gi s & Memorials Commi ee would like to encourage
your gi s to the radio broadcast fund. We thank you for suppor ng this outreach ministry.

ADVENT WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Special Oﬀering
For November/December
The ELC Special Oﬀering for November/December is “Bed‐nets”
which are used in Sub‐Saharan Africa to protect families as
they sleep from Malaria carrying mosquitos. You can purchase
a $10 bed‐net by using the special oﬀering envelope in your bi‐
monthly mailing, or stopping by the church oﬃce. Each $10
dona on will purchase one bed‐net and will place a corre‐
sponding ornament on the bed‐net tree located in the ELC Atri‐
um during the Advent season. This is one of those special oﬀer‐
ings where you know that your gi literally saves lives.

Dec. 2 @ 7:00pm – Advent I Service,
Dec. 3 @ 9:00am – Advent I Service
Dec. 6 @ 5:15pm – Advent Vespers
Dec. 9 @ 7:00pm – Advent II Service
Dec. 10 @ 9:00am – Advent II Service
Dec. 13 @ 5:15pm – Advent Vespers
Dec. 16 @ 7:00pm – Advent III Service
Dec. 17 @ 9:00am – Advent III Service
Dec. 20 @ 5:15pm – Advent Vespers
Dec. 23 @ 7:00pm – Advent IV Service
Dec. 24 @ 9:00am – Advent IV Service

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Dec. 24 @ 4:00pm – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Dec. 24 @ 6:00pm – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Dec. 25 @ 9:00am – Christmas Day Service
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Our Nursing Home Giving Tree is up! Please consider taking an
ornament home, purchasing the gi and place it under the
Giving Tree in the Sunday School entry way, on or before Dec.
17th. The generous gi s will be taken to Atrium Nursing Home
here in BRF, for the staﬀ to wrap and distribute to the residents
for Christmas. Any ques ons, please contact Kari Bue.

Our advent program is schedule for Sunday December 17th,
during the 9 am service. Following the service we will be hav‐
ing a Birthday Party for Jesus in the atrium, we invite everyone
to celebrate with us. Cupcakes, fruit, milk, and juice will be
provided.
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DECEMBER CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE
Wednesday, Dec. 6th @ 7:00pm – The 8th Commandment
Tuesday/Thursday, Dec. 12th/14th – Project Christmas
Wednesday, Dec. 20th @ 7:00pm – The 9th/10th Commandments

Tender Branches
Caroling Sunday, December 3rd, 3:00‐6:00 pm
Holiday Party
Monday, December 11th @ 5:00 pm
Pack Fruit Baskets
Wednesday, December 13th @ 6:15 pm

The kids are loving the new media room, it is currently in the
process of being painted. Please thank Fred Goe l if you see
him, he is so graciously pain ng it for us!

Peter Eide Concert @ Good Shepherd Lutheran
Sunday, December 10 @ 6:00pm

Dates to Mark Down
Sunday December 10 ‐ Advent Program Rehearsal 9:50‐10:30
Wednesday December 13 ‐ Grades Preschool ‐ 6th sing at 5:15
advent vesper service
Sunday December 17 ‐ Advent program at 9 am service, birth‐
day party for Jesus following in atrium
Sunday December 24 ‐ No Sunday School ‐ Merry Christmas
Sunday December 31 ‐ No Sunday School ‐ Happy New Year
Sunday January 7 ‐ Classes resume

Lutheran singer/songwriter Peter Eide will bring his extremely
popular Christmas Tour to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Eau Claire, on Sunday, December 10th @ 6:00pm. ELC will be
providing transporta on to all high school youth interested in
a ending and subsidize the concert ckets by 50%.
Peter Eide believes he has one of the greatest jobs in the
world, as he has been called to lead Christ‐centered praise and
worship for youth conferences, fes vals, camps, and churches
in various venues and se ngs. Every December he presents his
extremely popular Christmas Tour. His latest, cri cally ac‐
claimed Christmas release PERFECT SURPRISE, was selected by
the USA Today as one of its featured holiday selec ons.
If you are interested in a ending, please sign up on the sign‐up
board in the church Narthex. The cost is $5/ cket.
We will need parents to volunteer to drive (mini‐vans are help‐
ful). If you can drive please call Wendy at the church oﬃce.
We will plan to leave the church parking lot @ 4:30pm (supper
is provided at Good Shepherd Lutheran beginning @ 5:00pm).
The concert begins @ 6:00pm. We should arrive back in BRF’s
@ 9:00pm.
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Dear Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,
The year was 1986 and it was a beautiful December
morning in our new home in Minnesota. We had recently
moved and I was preparing my Christmas Eve message
for my new congregation. But I was having difficulty focusing on the task at hand. Each time I attempted to pen relevant and impressive thoughts, my eyes were diverted to a
photo on my desk; a photo of a baby with thick dark hair
and deep brown eyes. Although we had never met, she
had been named and she was loved.
Her name was Laura and Lutheran Social Services had
assured us that she would soon be on a plane that would
fly her from Seoul, South Korea to the Minneapolis airport
and then into our arms. But for now, she was in a crib in
an orphanage in a faraway land. And that made me sad…
I was sad because this little one would spend her first
Christmas alone… or as alone as one can be in a room
filled with cribs. But she would not be held in the arms of
loving parents and surrounded with gifts. And that was
sad. And it made me feel alone.
But I had a sermon to write… so back to the words in my
Bible and back to the story they told.
“Immanuel” - God with us. This word is first written in the
book of Isaiah and then again in the Gospel of Matthew.
Both times it is written as a promise that God will be with
us, and God will never leave us. It is a promise that a baby will one day be born and that baby will fulfill the promise of God’s presence with God’s people.
Oh my goodness…could this be true? Could God’s promise not be an ancient one, but one that was being fulfilled,
even as I attempted to write a message of hope to my
new people? Is God really with us?
Her first Christmas; wrapped in cloths and lying in a hard
bottomed crib in the center of a faraway orphanage. And
God is with her. God had knit her together in her mother’s
womb, and God would never leave her. And her name
was Laura. And she was a child of God.
I remember this beautiful December morning often. I remember it when I am feeling alone. I remember it because
I need to believe that God is with me. And that God will
never leave me. And I believe it.
This will be my last Christmas message to you as your
bishop. Next year at this time, you will read words from a
new bishop but the promise will not change. God is with
you. His name is Immanuel and the promise is real.
Have a blessed Christmas and… go to church!
God will be there!
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Missionaries
Rev. Philip & Lou Knutson
Newsle er November 2017
Dear friends,
From October 20-22 I attended the commemoration
events of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in Durban hosted by Bishop PP Buthelezi and the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa - South Eastern Diocese (ELCSA – SED).
An ecumenical service was held at the Emmanuel Catholic Cathedral in downtown Durban. Wilfrid Fox Napier
OFM Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church and archbishop of Durban welcomed Catholics, Lutherans and other denominations to the joint event. Bishop Munib Younan (Bishop of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land and former President of the Lutheran
World Federation), invited as special guest speaker, emphasized how Lutherans and Catholics have come closer
together through the signing of the Joint Declaration on
the Doctrine of Justification in 1999, the 2017 document
From Conflict to Communion and the historic joint service
in Lund, Sweden in October 2016 together with Pope
Francis.
On Saturday October 21 a cultural program was organized with participation by children, youth and adult choirs
from across the diocese, traditional dance groups and a
drama about the Reformation.
Bishop Younan delivered the Luther Lecture with the
theme: “Working towards Peace and Reconciliation
amongst the people of the Middle East” (With particular
reference to the conflict in Palestine and Israel).
On Sunday October 22 an open-air worship service with
Holy Communion was held at the Kings Park stadium.
Bishop Buthelezi delivered the sermon based on John
8:31-36 emphasising that Jesus Christ is the Truth who
alone can set us free. Because of Christ “Change can
happen for all people in bondage including the people of
occupied Palestine as happened with the ending of apartheid in South Africa.”
Bishop Younan also spoke on the LWF theme “Liberated
by God’s Grace” and the three sub-themes
“Salvation not for sale!” “Humans not for sale!” and
“Creation not for sale!”.
It was a great privilege to be invited to attend these events
as regional representative of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – Global Mission.
Thank you for your prayers and support. Yours faithfully,
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson, ELCA Global Mission Regional
Representative, Southern Africa
Johannesburg, October 23, 2017
My blog page address is: https://
southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/
Please note the link to my online giving page on
www.elca.org: community.elca.org/SouthAfrica

Evangelical Lutheran Church
“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”

Non‐Profit Org.

Saturday 7:00 pm

Bulk Rate

Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School approx.. 9:50‐10:30 am

115 North 5th Street
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barb Knutson
Wendy Sciborski

WORSHIP SERVICES

Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

pastoreric@brfelc.org
Visita on Pastor
oﬃcemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsle er was mailed to you November 29, 2017
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