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All members of ELC are encouraged to a end the annual mee ng
of the congrega on on January 28th, following the 9:00 am worship
service. On the agenda this year will be elec on of council mem‐
bers, approval of the annual budget. Newly elected Council Mem‐
bers will be installed during worship at 9:00 am on February 4th.

A en on Commi ee Chairs!
2017 is wrapping up and just around the corner
is ELC’s Annual Report deadline. 2017 Annual
Mee ng will be held Sunday, January 28th. The
annual report must be available to the congrega‐
on by January 14th. Therefore, your help in
ge ng the oﬃce your annual report as soon as
possible is greatly appreciated. Electronically is
the preferred way, but we will take other forms
too. Thank you in advance!

Thor & Al Would Be Proud!
Worship: January 20th/21st
The year 2018 marks the 150th anniversary of Evangelical Lutheran.
During the year several cool things will happen to mark the celebra‐
on. One of the exci ng plans we have for the year is to invite for‐
mer pastors, interns and ordained sons of the congrega on to come
back and preach over a ten‐week stretch of me beginning the first
weekend of June.
The weekend of January 20th/21st will oﬀer us a foretaste of the
feast to come! That weekend Pastor Eric will be represen ng the
NW WI Synod at the ELCA World Hunger Conference in Washington
D.C. In his absence, Ms. Becky Markee (daughter of former ELC Pas‐
tor, Al Houts), and Mr. Paul Rykken (son of former ELC Pastor Thor
Rykken) will lead us in worship (Becky will lead the liturgy, and Paul
will preach).
This should be an exci ng weekend for the en re congrega on and
one you will not want to miss.
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Dear friends in Christ,
“O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel
before the Lord, our Maker.” (Psalm 95:6)
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Council Highlights from 12/12/17


Began mee ng with devo ons



Reviewed secretary’s report and financial report. No
changes.

If you ask people about memories of their favorite experiences
in worship they o en talk about Christmas Eve, or Ash
Wednesday, or the Easter Sunrise service. I also hear people
talk about the Advent Vespers, of the Service of Blessing of the
Pets and Animals, or the Octogenarian Service as well.
When I think about it, I guess that I have a list of favorite ser‐
vices and worship occasions each year too. It is part of the joy
of following a shared lec onary and it is part of the shared
experience of what it is means to worship and bow down to‐
gether before the Lord, our Maker.
The Psalmist seems to share this kind of experience with us.
Psalm 95 was wri en as a psalm of praise, and was intended as
a call to worship. It reminded the people of Israel that
throughout the years, God had done marvelous things for
them. It became part of their annual ritual to include this
psalm into their ongoing worship life. In this par cular Psalm,
we hear an image of God as the shepherd and we, the chosen
people of God, are like the people the sheep of God’s pasture.
That image must have been powerful for the people of Israel,
and was maybe why this psalm was u lized within their wor‐
ship life. Maybe it is like Christmas Eve, when we pray for
peace, year a er year, even though year a er year war con n‐
ues to rage around us. S ll, we know it is what we long for,
hope for, pray for. So too maybe this psalm reminds us that
year a er year it is in the simple act of worship, of bowing
down and kneeling before the Lord, our Maker, where we
come into touch with what we know we long for, hope for, and
pray for. We long to know that God is our God, and that by
grace we discover deep within that there’s a need for us to
listen to a voice that is not our own.
As we move from the Christmas season into the season of
Epiphany during this month of January, come and let us wor‐
ship and bow down, and let us kneel before the Lord, our



Reviewed preliminary budget for 2018. No changes made.



Discussed Anniversary planning. Need to push brick cam‐
paign for funding ac vi es.



Nomina ons for council. Have 3 outgoing council members
so will need replacements.



Sunday School discussion. Not enough me for music and
lesson. Voted on changing me. Discussion con nues.



Christmas Eve worship assistance needed. Council to pro‐
vide.



Commi ee reports reviewed.
A full council packet is kept on file in the church library.
Commi ees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be
included in the council packet to Wendy.

Life Line Screening coming to ELC on Tuesday, February 13,
2018. Be smart: do more for your cardiovascular health. Life
Line Screenings go beyond regular checkups to provide a more
thorough look at your health. Call 888‐653‐6450 to register for
your screening and to receive a $10 discount or visit
www.LifeLineScreening.com/community‐partners

Maker.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric
Thank you to all the parents/kids that donated their me and/
or supplied food in support of the Advent Vespers & Wednes‐
day evening soup suppers. We helped raise $3,782.47,For
their trip.

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

JANUARY 2018

3

Posted NOVEMBER 16, 2017
through
DECEMBER 15, 2017
RADIO BROADCAST
In memory of: Virginia German
From: Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Michael & Kay Millis,
Nyla Musser, Loren & Mary Jo Radcliﬀe, Charlo e Thompson,
Ralph, Kari Tubbs & Sarah, Jody, Logan Paulsrud.
In memory of: Deborah Hanson
From: Nyla Musser
In memory of: John “Jack” Long
From: Larry & Georgia Bu on, Rollie & Mandy Lee,
Nyla Musser, Dean & Delores Severson, Roger & Donna
Thompson
In memory of: Virginia Myher
From: Rollie & Mandy Lee, Dean & Delores Severson
In memory of: Margie Waughtal
From: Chuck Waughtal
In memory of: Arvid Walton
From: Clarice Franke, Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Doris
Holder, Amanda & Rollie Lee, Michael & Kay Millis, Nyla
Musser, Dean & Delores Severson, Troy & Marianne Torkelson
HANDBELLS
Dona ons from: Jean Campbell, Margaret Severson, Jon & Julie
Warmke.

Look for the Red bordered “Missionary for a Day”
special giving envelope in your January/February
envelope mailing.
2018 monthly sheets to sign up are available in the narthex.
Thank you for your support!

Par cipate in "SOAPER Bowl" February 4th
We will be collec ng bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief on
Sunday, February 4th, which is also Super Bowl Sunday. When
your family is doing your shopping, pick up a few extra bars of
soap for LWR and "Soaper Bowl Sunday." We'll have baskets in
the narthex and also in the Sunday School entrance.

The Gi s & Memorials Commi ee would like to encourage

No one likes to look dirty. A brand new bar of soap lets some‐

your gi s to the radio broadcast fund. We thank you for sup-

one present him‐or herself with dignity, keep hands clean, and

por ng this outreach ministry.

stay healthy. These simple things are some of the building
blocks to success. We all take having a basic thing like a bar of
soap for granted. We can't imagine not having such a simple
personal hygiene item in our homes for our families. We hope
you'll par cipate in "Soaper Bowl Sunday" and bring in bars of
soap to help families around the world aﬀected by war or natu‐
ral disasters. LWR will see that they get to people in need. LWR
accepts any brand, in its original wrapping. Bath‐size bars (4‐5

Octogenarian Birthdays!
Theodore Severson
Corinne Young
Gerald Gaier
Thomas Peasley
Charles Wussow
Mildred Evenson
Mary Waughtal

January 4th
January 5th
January 6th
January 21st
January 22nd
January 23rd
January 31st

oz) are highly preferred.
We're only doing this collec on for one Sunday, Super Bowl
Sunday, February 4th, so we hope the Super Bowl will help you
remember our "Soaper Bowl" here at ELC. Put your bars of
soap in your coat pockets, purses, cars, or any place they'll not
be forgo en and bring them to church.
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W/ELC January Board mee ng scheduled for January 18th at
5:30 p.m. in the church library. Main topic will be finalizing the



Thank you to everyone who donated gi s to our nursing

2018 budget to be presented at the February W/ELC annual

home giving tree. Five very full grocery sacks were take

mee ng.

up to the Atrium nursing home & senior living to brighten
the resident’s Christmas. They were very much appre‐
cia ve.


Sunday school resumes on January 7th.

Altar Guild will meet Thursday, January 4th at 9:00 to take
down Christmas decora ons and conduct their monthly
mee ng.


Wednesday Large Group Learning Events start up again on
January 3rd. See you there!



8th/9th GRADE RETREAT! On February 16/17th, we will be
going on an overnight retreat at Sugar Creek Bible Camp.

W/ELC Planning for 2018

This is a required part of the confirma on class for

In honor of our 150th anniversary, the W/ELC has set some

8th/9th. Students are strongly encouraged to a end as we

stretch goals for 2018. Our goals will include sending at least

will be covering 3 lessons during the retreat. Students not

150 school kits and 150 quilts to Lutheran World Relief next

a ending will be required to make up the work at another

year. And that means we will need many extra hands to help

me during this year. The cost of the retreat is $25 per

with sewing and quil ng. Fabric for the school bags has been

student and includes transporta on, lodging, and food. We

cut and is ready to sew. If you can help sew the school bags,

will meet at the church at 5:30pm Friday and return by

please contact Joy Fossum at 715‐284‐9872.

4:30pm Saturday. Payment is due February 1st.

A er the first of the year our Sewing Circle will con nue to
meet every Monday night from 6 to 8 p.m and all day the 2nd
and 4thThursday of each month, as well as the 5th Thursday
when they occur. The Sewing Circle can use help with cu ng
blocks, laying out/designing quilt tops, making quilt backs,
sewing quilt tops, pu ng quilts together, tying quilts, and sew‐
ing bindings. Any of this work can be done either at home or
at the church and we are prepared to teach anyone who wish‐
es to learn. Please contact Be y Steele at 715‐284‐4430 if you
are able to help.



January 7

9:00 worship



January 14

10:10 mee ng in youth room



January 28

10:30 Congrega onal Annual Mee ng

Evangelical Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SERVICES

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”

Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School 9:50‐10:30 am
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HAVE A BLESSED SEASON!

Come and join us for worship!
This newsle er was mailed to you December 28, 2017

h p://www.facebook.com/brfelc

The church season of Epiphany begins on January 8 each year.
The name comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning
“to appear, to show or to manifest.” The ending date of the
Epiphany season is determined by Ash Wednesday, which is
determined by the date of Easter.
Don’t Be Le Out! ELC sends a weekly email update. Sub‐
scribe by sending your email address to Wendy at
oﬃcemanager@brfelc.org or calling 715‐284‐4213. This is a
new eco‐friendly way to share announcements and news of
ac vi es at church. You have the op on to opt in or out at
any me.

Tradi onally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or
wise men, to worship the infant Jesus. The significance of
Epiphany for Chris ans is that it symbolizes the first recogni‐
on of Christ by Gen les, or non‐jews.
The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Je‐
sus, the light of the world. Symbols for the season include
light, a star and the color green, which represents life, growth,
hope and eternity.

