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2017 Church Council
Congregational President
vacant
Vice President
Dale Fredrick
Secretary
Kathy Goodenough
Treasurer
Ed Johnson Jr.
Council
Kathy Goodenough
Joan Brown
Jon Warmke
Fred Goettl
Lorri Johnson
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barbara Knutson
Office Manager
Wendy Sciborski
Custodian
Paul Anderson/Sue Norton
Choir Directors
Mary Cooley
Barb Olson-Louis
Sunday School Superintendent
vacant

Ash Wednesday Worship
February 14th @ 7:00 pm
With Holy Communion

Lenten Vespers: A Lenten Journey to Easter!
Begins Wednesday, February 21 @ 5:15pm
This year our Lenten Vesper services will reflect upon various readings
drawn from the Vigil of Easter service which normally takes place on Holy
Saturday. Each reading offers a description of God, a metaphor of the resurrection, and a reference to baptism. The weekly themes will include: Creation; Flood; Deliverance at the Red Sea; Salvation freely offered to all; and
Deliverance from the fiery furnace. Holden Evening Prayer will again be used
in part to shape the musical setting for worship. Readings, candles, quiet,
prayers and reflection will shape our service each week. This year’s midweek Lenten offering are designated for ELCA World Hunger.
Following Vespers, a Lenten Meal of soup, sandwiches, dessert and beverage will be served in the fellowship hall.

Lenten Soup Suppers
February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21 @ 6:00 pm
Your help is needed to provide soup, sandwiches, drinks, desserts and/or cleanup. Sign up sheets are in the narthex if you are interested
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Dear friends in Christ,

The following are highlights from the January 9, 2018
ELC Council Meeting

The author of Psalm 25 writes, “Make me to know your ways, O
Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.”
I’ve been using this Psalm a lot lately while I’ve been out making
various visits. It is a psalm that would be called a journey psalm,
because it describes the life of faith in terms of a travel narrative
as one grows and matures in faith. From the time of youthful
indiscretion, it moves toward occasions of learning and instruction along the path of faith.
What I hear in this psalm is an invitation for us to enter more
deeply into the discipline of faith. Where I can relate easily to this
text is that the author of the psalm asks for God’s forgiveness
because they know they have struggled with their sinful nature
often in their life. At the same time the author is deeply appreciative of the vantage point they have acquired with age, from which
they can see the clear presence of God having been with them
at various moments along their path of life.
When I look back at life I’m often tempted to see it as a crooked
pathway with many bumps along the way, but I like what Ray
MaKeever wrote in his song Long Time Friends which we sing
from time to time. “I’m looking for some long-time friends. I’m
looking for some long-time friends. Life’s a long and a twisted
road, with many turns and unseen bends, so I’m looking for
some long-time friends.”
As we move into this still relatively new-year, may you find yourself along that way, where the Lord God is at work, teaching you
and leading you in the truth that sets us all free; may you find
some long-time friends with whom you might share both your life
and the gift of faith that God has given to you; and may you learn
to let go and forgive the transgressions of your past, that might
have made the path bumpy at times.

•

December 12, 2017 regular meeting was approved

•

January 4, 2018 special meeting minutes were not approved because of concerns regarding the validity of the
action taken at the meeting.

•

Council approved the financial report for December,
2017

•

Council was reminded that candidates are needed for
the worship, education, and finance positions on the
council due to expiring terms.

•

Lorri Johnson presented an update on plans for the
150th anniversary celebration.

•

Council reviewed the proposed 2018 mission plan and
approved a motion to recommend its approval by the
congregation.

The next council meeting will be February 13th @ 7:00 pm
A full council packet is kept on file in the church library.
Committees, please remember to turn in your minutes to be
included in the council packet to Wendy.

For our God is the God of our salvation: who even as we wait
has been waiting...is willing to wait…and will wait some more…
for us as we journey along the path that is called life.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today? Life Line Screening
will be here on Tuesday, February 13, 2018 offering safe, painless,
non-invasive preventive health screenings that are typically not a
part of a routine physical. To learn more about your risk of having a
stroke or vascular disease, there is no time like the present to take
advantage of this limited-time offer, being extended to our members
only! In order to receive your special member pricing, and first choice
of appointment times, you MUST pre-register via one of the methods
below. http://www.lifelinescreening.com/Communitycircle. The ELC
office has 3 Complimentary Screening coupons valued up to $70 for
anyone that would like to pre-register from the link above. Please
stop by and talk to Wendy or call 715-284-4213.

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS
2018 church council members will be installed on Sunday,
February 4th @ 9:00 worship. All current members will be
installed as well for the upcoming year.
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Lenten Coin Folder Collection
Posted DECEMBER 16, 2017
Through
JANUARY 15, 2018
RADIO BROADCAST
In Memory of: Al Houts
From: Theresa Bade, Nyla Musser, Al & Lois Spaulding,
Mary Lou Young
In Memory of: Mavis Erickson
From: Doris Holder, Nyla Musser, Linda & LeRoy
Olstad,
In Memory of: Arnold & Linda Holman
From: Natalie Miller & Family
In Memory of: Arvid Walton
From: Harvey & Diane Wood
In Memory of: Rev. Alan Minshall
From: Nyla Musser
In Memory of: Virginia German
From: George & Susan Schwab; Margie, Darlene, Patty
& Families, Betty Millis, Nancy Brown, Brad & Ann Eberhardt,
Roxie & Chuck Torgerson
In Memory of: Kristen Wood
From: Harvey & Diane Wood & Family
In Honor of: Rev. Barbara Knutson
From: John Molstad
General donations: Rev. Barbara Knutson, Verna Arndt, Roger
& Thelma Wiste, Scott Anderson
GODS CHILDREN
General donations: Carl & Bev Harmsen, Mary Lou Cornell
HANDBELL CHOIRS
In Memory of: Al Houts
From: Forrest Street School Staff
General donations: Jon & Julie Warmke
YOUTH GATHERING TRIP
From: Vicki Amundson, Theresa Bade, Glen & Jan
Goeman, Rollie & Mandy Lee, Margaret Severson, Eric & Ramie
Bakken, Ed & Lorri Johnson
Altar Guild
In Memory of: John “Jack” Long
From: Gary & Caroline Olson

During Lent, many of us are reminded once again to examine
our lifestyles and ask, "What can we do for others?" One way
to involve the whole family is to collect coins during the season of Lent. Lenten quarter folders are included in this newsletter. Return the folders anytime during lent to the office or
during offering time at worship. It’s fun for the whole family!

Adult Worship Assistants Needed!
Ushers: March 30th (Good Friday) @ 10:00am
April 1st (Easter Sunday) @ 6:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am
Readers: March 30th (Good Friday) @ 10:00 am
April 1st (Easter Sunday) @ 6:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am

2018 Missionary For A Day Sponsorships
Sponsorships are being received for our January/February
Special Offering. For $10 you can sponsor yourself or honor
someone special. Be sure to use the special envelopes provided and include your name and ate you wish to sponsor with
your donation.
You may also sponsor Missionary For A Day online at
www.brfelc.org.

Octogenarian Birthday’s in February!
Lila Lynne
Delores Walton
Foster Wussow
Richard Faldet
Margaret Steien
Caroline Olson

February 2
February 4
February 5
February 7
February 15
February 27

Birthday Coffee & Fellowship for Lila!
Coffee & Fellowship honoring Lila Lynne’s 90th Birthday to
be held in the gathering space following worship on Sunday,
February 4th. All are welcome!
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W/ELC Annual Meeting Thurs. Feb 22nd
The congregation is invited to join us at 6:30 p.m. for
a presentation by a spokesperson from Luther Park. The
primary focus of the presentation will be their plans for
growth and renewal at the Park. Following the presentation there will be an opportunity to support their capital
campaign but it is not a requirement for attending. Luther Park has had and continues to have a significant role
in the Christian education and fellowship of our Church
members. This is your opportunity to learn first hand
what their plans are.
The Luther Park presentation will be followed by an
opportunity for questions and answers and then the W/
ELC women will break off for their annual business
meeting.

“Ya Sure, I’m A Norvegin Luteran”
10:30 a.m., Saturday, March 3rd
here at BRF-ELC
This one is going to keep you laughing for the full
hour. Miss Pati Kachel is a professional storyteller from
St. Paul who will entertain you with songs, humorous remembrances and traditions from her homestead farm.
Wearing a Nordland bunad and surrounded by family
heirlooms she seeks to teach others about the lasting
legacy of her forefathers’ fortitude and faith. Pati is the
Communication Director of The Parable Fund, an organization whose ministry is to share earthly stories with
scriptural truth. A free will offering will be taken after the
presentation.
The W/ELC is sponsoring this program for the benefit
of the congregation and the public so tell all your friends!

On February 3/4 and 10/11 (before and after services in our
narthex) come and see our assortment of Divine Chocolate
Bars! We have a wonderful variety of chocolate flavors. Besides chocolates, we also have coffee, tea, soup and even olive oil! Treat yourself, neighbors, and family by supporting
this Fair Trade Mission of Lutheran World Relief!
Fair Trade is a fair system of exchange to empower farmers to
develop their own businesses and sustain their development.
It keeps food on their tables and allows children to be children
and not sent into the working field at young ages. It teaches
families to be self-sufficient and gives them the pride and confidence they need to make a living.
Along with our special delights, you will also find a nice array
of greeting cards and of course our favorite dish cloths! Many
of our Book Nook items will have SALE PRICE stickers on them
as well. Stop by and see the great variety we have to offer.
The W/ELC thanks you for your support in helping to fund the
amazing programs through the Fair Trade and SERRV projects.

Sewing Circle
Opportunities to share in this mission outreach are many.
Our group meets every Monday evening , 6 to 8 p.m. This
is both a teaching-to-quilt opportunity and time to help in
other quilting projects.
The February sewing circle schedule is as follows:

“SOAPER BOWL III”—February 4th
We’ll be collection bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief
on Sunday, February 4th, which is also Super Bowl Sunday.
When your family is doing your shopping, pick up a few
extra bars of soap for LWR and “Soaper Bowl Sunday.”
We’ll have baskets in the narthex and Sunday school entrance.

Thursdays all day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., February 8th & 22nd.
Come for whatever time you have open. Many hands, little
work. Coffee and a treat is served.
And as always, the many donations of gently used sheets,
table cloths, and leftover material from home sewing projects are appreciated.
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•

Sunday School classes held each Sunday approximately
9:50 to 10:30 each Sunday.

•

Sunday School students Prek-6th Grade will sing on Sunday, February 18th @ 9:00 worship.

FEBRUARY 2018

•

February 7th small group night

•

February 14th Ash Wednesday Worship @ 7:00pm

•

8th/9th GRADE RETREAT! On February 16/17, we will be
going on an overnight retreat at Sugar Creek Bible Camp.
This is a required part of the confirmation class for
8th/9th grade students. Students are strongly encouraged to attend as we will be covering 3 lessons during the
retreat. Students not able to attend will be required to
make up the work at another time during the year. The
cost of the retreat is $25 per student and includes transportation, lodging, and food. We will meet at the church
at 5:30pm Friday and return by 4:30 pm Saturday. Payment is due by February 7th.

5

Bible Camp Brochures available in the narthex
All ELC youth upon request will receive a $100 camp scholarship from the congregation for camp this summer. Opportunities to come in the future with the Easter breakfast to
receive up to an additional $100 camp scholarship watch for
Bible Camp Sunday Information and Easter Breakfast sign up
opportunities in March.

February 4

9:00 Assist with Worship

February 4

10:10 meeting in youth room

LifeTouch Coming to ELC in April
ELC will be working with Lifetouch Studios to prepare a new
church directory. All families are encouraged to have family
photos taken. Dates to keep in mind are
April 3rd-7th and April 9-14th. More information to come in
March for sign up times and photo information.
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Buy a Brick to be Placed within our Prayer Patio
ELC will celebrate its 150th anniversary of congregational ministry, August 10-12 with 3 days of worship, a hymn festival, a
tentative concert by Them Coulee Boys, mission projects, the
planned dedication of a commissioned art piece, food and festivities. To support the excitement friends and members of ELC
are invited to purchase a personalized BRICK to be placed within a “prayer patio” that will be located on the church property.
Brochures are located in the narthex or at the office. To date
we have received $6,800 in donations.
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ELC 150TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
The 150th Anniversary Committee hopes you’ve taken a few
minutes to read and enjoy the historic photos and articles
posted on the boards in the narthex. It’s hard to believe that
the church started with only 18 families and has grown over
the years to over 900 members! It’s amazing that a broken
down buggy, and a snow storm could start the creation of our
church today.
The Committee has met for three months and has developed
a beautiful schedule of events to honor our celebration. This
has been a huge task to narrow down all the options, but we
thing we have a pretty good handle on what we would like to
do. That being said, this is our prioritized schedule of events.
1. Concert at the Lunda Park- Them Coulee Boys, Friday August 10th
2. Pipe Organ Recital- Saturday August 11th. Publicly inviting
our Black River Falls community, area churches and members.
Organist- Mr. Dean Gardener, Madison, WI, (College friend of
Pastor Eric and mutual friend of Dan and Robin Kohls and Ed
and Lorri Johnson). The concert followed by a free dinner
serving up to 500 guests catered by L&M Café.
3. Golf Outing- Sunday August 12th. The day will begin with
Worship, potluck at the church, and the Golf Outing
(Supporting BRF Schools Education Enrichment Fund).
During the summer Pastor Eric will be on Sabbatical, so the
visiting pastor schedule will be as follows.

The Altar Guild is making plans for an Easter Garden on Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018. The cost to purchase an Easter Lily
this year is $14.00.
If you care to acknowledge a friend or relative (living or deceased) with a lily, stop at the church office with a check
made payable to Evangelical Lutheran-Altar Guild. Payment
must accompany the order. Orders will be taken until
March 26th.
Plants may be picked up after 10:30 worship on Easter Sunday or by contacting the church office on Tuesday, April 3rd.

June-2, Pastor Korbel, 9, Pastor Zingelman, 16, Pastor Craig
Hanson, 23, Phillip Knutson, 30, Pastor Elliot Malm. July- 7,
Pastor Ramie Bakken, 14, Pastor Tom Hyde, 21, Pastor Cheryl
Matthews, 28, Pastor Joel Guenningsman. August- 4, Pastor
Larry Sexe
Other projects that are in the works and that are subject to
change. An ELC Historical Book, Church Directory and App (in
April), Sales of a Keepsake Ornament and Crock, Malawi Parish
Parsonage Building Fund, Anniversary Choir, Quilt Committee:
Goal of 150 Quilts and possible art commemorating our 150
years. We hope to make this all possible with your purchase
of the bricks and or direct donations to your preference to
help fund our 150th Anniversary Celebration. We would like to
thank you all in advance who have made a contribution to our
celebration fund and hope for all your support!
Lorri Johnson and Susan Hahn
Co-Chairpersons of the 150th Anniversary Committee

Evangelical Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”
115 North 5th Street

Non-Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
pastoreric@brfelc.org
Rev. Barb Knutson
visitation pastor
Wendy Sciborski
officemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsletter was mailed to January 30, 2018
http://www.facebook.com/brfelc

Make check payable to ALTAR GUILD. Payment must accompany
order form.
COST: Easter Lily $14/plant.

This plant is given
In Memory of:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

By:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

