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NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY COMING SOON!
SAVE THE DATES: April 3-6th and April 9th-13th, 1:00—8:00 pm.
April 7th & 14th, 10:00 am—5:00 pm. Photos will be taken in the
fellowship hall. Sign ups are available before/after services , by calling the office or you may schedule online at www.brfelc.org.
HELP NEEDED: Host/Hostess on Saturday, April 14th from
2-5pm to help with check-in's for directory photos. Please call the
office if you are able to help.

Easter Worship Schedule
Sunday, April 1, 2018 @ ELC
•

Sunrise Worship @ 6:30 am with Holy Communion

•

Worship @ 9:00 am with Holy Communion

•

Worship @ 10:30 am with Holy Communion

•

Easter Breakfast will be served from 7:30-9:00 in the fellowship hall.

•

No Sunday School
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Dear friends in Christ,
Recently while watching PBS NewsHour I listened to a fascinating interview with a woman who talked about trauma as
experienced in human life. She talked about a friend from an
African nation who 40 years ago, when his country was undergoing civil war, while passing through a border crossing checkpoint, was summarily pulled from his vehicle and lined up to be
executed on the spot, because he fit the profile of a rebel fighter. This man was spared at the last moment, because one of
the soldiers of the firing squad recognized him, as his childhood
teacher, and vouched for him.
The woman’s point was that though trauma can have dire
affects on any one of us, it does not always have the ability to
define us. This friend of hers refused to be remembered as the
man who was almost executed. Instead he’d say of himself,
that he was the man who was saved by one of his former students.
At Easter we are reminded that God enters into the trauma of
the world, goes to the cross where he is executed and killed.
Prior to the cross Christ prays for another way, cries out from
the Cross, why have I been abandoned and forsaken. But Easter
reminds us that we are not and will not be defined by the evils
of this world or by death, neither will we be abandoned or forsaken. We are defined as the children of the one whom God
has raised from the dead. We are defined as those who have
been baptized into the life and death of Christ Jesus. We are
like that man from somewhere in Africa, who are saved by another, saved by one who is our God.

The following are highlights from
the February 27, 2018, ELC Council Meeting
•

•
•

•

•

Yours in Christ,
•

Pastor Eric

•

Election of officers:
President: Kathy nominated Dale Frederick, Fred
second, motion carried
Vice President: Dale nominated Jon, Kathy second,
motion carried
Secretary: Jon nominated Kathy, Fred second, mot
ion carried
Treasurer: Ed Johnson appointed by Dale, Fred sec
ond, motion carried
Council appointments: 2 vacancies including worship
and education, Nominations welcome.
Walking Together, March 17 at UWEC, 8:30-3:00
Discussed Houston gathering
Easter Breakfast upcoming
Peer Minister Spaghetti Dinner
Building and grounds: no meeting
Discussed window in back of church that was re
paired.
Discussed curbing to prevent future damage
Pipe in organ requires repair = $2000
Education
Discussed Sunday School for next year
Propose changing time to 10:00-11:00 or move to
Wednesday
Committed to one-hour for Sunday School
Upcoming meeting on Palm Sunday after service to
discuss
Worship-meeting help but no minutes to review
Continue with 3 services—Saturday, Sunday, and
Hatfield
Hospitality planned after each service
Fred to do Liturgy first 2 Sundays in May (musicals)
Youth and Family
Discussed Houston gathering
Easter Breakfast upcoming
Peer Minister Spaghetti Dinner

Next Meeting April 10, 2018

Sabbatical Update
Pastor Eric will be on sabbatical beginning May 1, 2018 through
July 31. During his sabbatical, Pastor Barb Knutson will cover
pastoral ministry needs. Pastor Knutson will provide worship
leadership throughout May. Beginning the weekend of June
2nd/3rd various former pastors, interns, and former ordained
sons-of-the-congregation, will lead worship over the course of
10 weeks. Pastoral coverage during June-July will be provided
by Pr. Knutson and area ELCA clergy as needed.

150th Anniversary
Crocks For Sale
Starting in April, ELC will have commemorative 150th Anniversary crocks for sale
at the office, cost is $15.
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The Brick Project
to Support ELC’s 150th Anniversary

W/ELCA Dairyland Conference Morning of Renewal
Wednesday, April 18th FREE SIGN-UP
This year the spring conference gathering of all the WELCA
units in the Dairyland Conference will be right here at BRF-ELC.
Details of the meeting and sign-up sheets are included in this
newsletter. Our deadline for gathering the names of everyone who wants to join us at the $8 rate is Friday, April 6th. The
board voted to pay the fee for any W/ELC member who wants
to attend but we need your name by the 6th so we can get our
payment in by their deadline. In honor of our 150th we’re
planning an old fashioned menu with goodies for coffee and
lunch that you may not have had in awhile! Millie Byrns and
Judy Myskewitz are organizing the food prep and serving. Requests for assistance will be forth coming. We truly hope to
see your there!

Newest W/ELC Program Book is available
Many thanks to Jean Helland for updating and ordering the
latest update to our W/ELC program book. Copies are available in the narthex on the W/ELC shelves in the back cupboard.

W/ELC Picnic/ Potluck Dinner
5:30 p.m., Thursday, May 10th
Our “end of year” picnic/potluck is our opportunity to say
thank you to the many women and men who work with the
Altar Guild, Funeral Teams, Sewing Circle, Stewardship Committee, Lenten Soup and Sandwich teams, and all our other
committees to serve our congregation throughout the year. If
you were a committee chair or team leader this year, please
contact all of your members ,invite them to this event, and
then either call (715-284-9134) or e-mail Vicki
(vamundson6928@charter.net) to let her know how many people to expect. We will also have a very short W/ELC business
meeting to cover a couple items that are outstanding from our
annual meeting. Note: the end of year Bible study will be held
separately on its regular meeting day, the first Thursday morning in May.

Sewing Circle
Sewing Schedule for April, 2018: Thursday,
April 19 & 26
We meet at 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. All are
welcome-women & men.
We are on goal for the 150 quilts for Lutheran World Relief to
commemorate our 150th Anniversary. Thanks to everyone for
you help.

At the March 2018 meeting of the ELC Anniversary Team, it was decided to separate the
“Well for Migowi” out of the Brick Campaign.
The new goal for the Brick Campaign is to
raise $12,000 to cover the cost of the 150th
Anniversary weekend activities, including needed repairs to our
pipe-organ. The brick patio will be a 6’ by 6” square around the
ELC Peace Pole.
The schedule for the anniversary weekend on Saturday, August
11th, is a 3:00pm program @ ELC with our Bishop, an anniversary choir, and community speakers; a catered community
meal (4:30-6:30pm) open to the public; and an organ recital/
hymn festival @ 7:00pm with Mr. Dean Gardner of Madison.
On Sunday, August 12th, worship @ 9:00am will be a celebration of the past, present and future into which God calls us as a
congregation, followed by an old fashioned congregational potluck. Our 14th annual ELC Mission’s Golf Tournament benefiting
the BRF Area Foundation Educational Enrichment Fund, will tee
-off 3:00pm at Skyline.
150th Anniversary Baptismal Display
We would like to put together a baptismal display in the
church narthex as part of our anniversary celebration. This
display would include baptismal gowns/outfits, pictures, certificates, and any item that might be related to past baptisms. It
could even be a printed story or memory of a family baptism. We're hoping members will share some of their treasured keepsakes with us so we can create a display highlighting
the sacrament of Holy Baptism here at ELC. Joan Brown (2845640) and Caroline Olson (284-2753) are heading up this project. If you have something you'd like to contribute to this display please give them a call.
The anniversary committee has suggested that the congregation host a coffee hour following the Saturday night service so
that congregation members have an opportunity to renew old
friendships with the visiting pastors. The committee is asking
for volunteers to provide treats – such as bars, cake, cupcakes,
cookies, pie, etc. - and help with the serving. If you are willing
please contact Theresa Bade. 715-284-4524 or TheresaKBade@gmail.com This is the schedule for the visiting pastors.
June 2-3
June 9-10
June 16-17
June 23-24
June 30-July 1
July 7-8
July 14-15
July 21-22
July 28-29
August 4-5

Rev. Karl Korbel
Rev. Erik Zingelman
Rev. Craig Hanson
Rev. Phillip Knutson (Missionary)
Rev. Elliott Malm
Rev. Ramie Bakken
Rev. Tom Hyde
Rev. Cheryl Matthews
Rev. Joel Gueningsman
Rev. Larry Sexe

Your one phone call or email to Theresa to offer your help will
save Theresa from making many calls. Theresa says “Thanks!”
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Dear Saints of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,

March Newsletter from our Missionaries
Philip & Lou Knutson
Dear friends,
During the season of Lent, just as the disciples and others were
on the road with Jesus and were at times amazed and afraid
we are privileged and challenged to walk and work together
with our companions in Southern Africa. Accompaniment
means sharing hopes and fears, joys and sorrows and learning
what it means to participate together in God’s mission in the
way of the cross.
Last week I attended the Joint Mission Board (JMB) meeting of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique (IELM) in the
Indian ocean port city of Beira. Each year the leadership of the
IELM meets with Lutheran partners from the ELCA, Brazil, Germany, Geneva, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and South Africa. Bishop
Eduardo Sinalo shared the annual report of the church and
talked about ways we can collaborate as companions to support the church’s ministry and diakonia programs for the coming year.
On the Sunday we were invited to participate in the worship
service in the local congregation of Matacuane. Heavy rains the
previous night, which flooded many streets, delayed but did
not stop the start of the service. After Holy Communion the
Sunday School children, youth and women took turns dancing
in and out of the church singing. The congregation and guests
gathered for a meal and fellowship afterwards.
ELCA Global Mission accompanies the IELM in its mission outreach, with scholarships for leadership training and support for
two rural clinics and programs for orphans and vulnerable children (OVCs).
Thank you for your prayers and support and for your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.
Peace and blessings.
Yours faithfully,
Philip Knutson
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson, ELCA Global Mission Regional Representative, Southern Africa
Johannesburg, Feb. 24, 2018
My blog page address is: https://
southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/
Please note the link to my online giving page on www.elca.org:
community.elca.org/SouthAfrica

This week I was honored to preach at the funeral of a 37 year
old pastor who died too young and left behind a wife and a
two year old daughter. It was an honor, but also just plain
hard work. Not just for me, but everyone who sat in the overflowing sanctuary. But what would have been inestimably
harder would have been doing that work without Easter…
doing that work without Jesus. But I was able to stand in that
pulpit and proclaim as clearly, and with as much certainty as I
could muster, that death does not have the final say. I said
these words: “Jesus died, and Jesus rose again, for a day just
like this.” Yes he did.
I often tell pastors, deacons and Synodically Authorized Ministers: "There are three high holy days in the year - Christmas,
Easter and Mothers’ Day. And don’t ever forget Mother’s
day!” All three of these days celebrate the gift of new life.
Each, in its own way, celebrates Jesus bringing new life into a
world that can be dragged down by the fear and the reality of
death.
So, what about Easter? First of all, I hope that everyone who
reads these words takes/makes the time to go to church on
Easter. Secondly, as you sit there in the lily scented church,
surrounded by light and the sound of beautiful hymns, try to
imagine your most difficult collision with death without the
belief that Jesus really did rise from that tomb. Imagine burying a parent, or a child, or a spouse or a friend without that
promise. Imagine. I cannot.
I cannot imagine, because I don’t remember a day in my entire life when I didn’t have that promise folded into me. It has
strengthened me on days when it was all I had. The promise
that “Jesus died, and Jesus rose again, for a day just like this.”
It is an awesome gift and one for which I am grateful.
This Easter, go to church. But don’t just go there. Imagine
someone who hasn’t received the gift of that promise. If you
can’t think of anyone, well, you may need to get out and
make some new friends! Because what you have been given,
is too precious to hang onto by yourself. All of us, if we live
long enough, will experience a “day just like this.” It is inevitable. And we have a promise that will make a difference to
someone who just cannot do that plain hard work by themselves.
They need Jesus. They need the promise of Jesus. They need
the hope of Jesus. They need what you have been given.
Please…share it. It is an honor.
Bishop Rick Hoyme
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin-ELCA
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Posted February 16, 2018
Through
March 15, 2018
RADIO BROADCAST
In Memory of: Teresa Markee (Steve Markee’s mother)
From: Nyla Musser
General Donation:
From: Randy Swett
GODS CHILDREN
In Honor of: Lila Lynne’s 90th Birthday
From: Lois Ferries
TENDER BRANCHES
In Memory of: Pastor Al Houts
From: Clint & Jean Helland, Dawn Wyss
In Memory of: Teresa Markee (Steve Markee’s mother)
From: Clint & Jean Helland
EVANGELICAL SINGERS
In honor of: Lila Lynne’s 90th Birthday
From: Dean & Delores Severson
HANDBELL CHOIR
In Memory of: Pastor Al Houts
From: Keith & Joan Brown & Dawn & Ted Severson
MIGOWI BUILDING FUND
Donations: Dale & Dorinda Fredrick, Rod & Ellen Gearing, Roger
Johnson, Alivn & Gwyn Knutson, Blaine Knutson, Betty Zibolski,
Scott & Gina Barton
YOUTH GATHERING TRIP
General Donation: Roger & Thelma Wiste
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March/April
Special Giving Envelope
Look for the Red bordered MIGOWI BUILDING FUND special giving envelope in you March/April envelope mailing.
Please help us raise funds for this very important outreach
mission. Thank you for your support!

Plants may be picked up after 10:30 worship on Easter Sunday or by contacting the church office on Tuesday, April 3rd.

A WELL for Migowi!
Sunday, April 15th @ 10am

April Octogenarian Birthdays
Carol Grow April 6th
Ruth Strand April 13th
Donald Glasenapp April 20th
Doris Johnson April 20th
William Marti April 26th
Verna Arndt April 27th
LeRoy Olstad April 28th
Samuel Young April 30th

The ELC 150th anniversary committee will host fellowship hour
following worship, on Sunday. April 15th to watch a video on
the need for wells in sub-Saharan Africa, and our opportunity
to fund a well for the people of Migowi Parish, our companion
congregation in Malawi, Africa. An educational learning event
“walk-for-water” will be a way for people to participate in so
as to understand the great need for a well.
A fund-raiser separate from the Brick Campaign will get going
on Sunday, April 15th. Envelopes ranging from $1 to $150 earmarked for the well in Migowi can be picked up in the church
narthex and returned to the church office.
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7th Grade Confirmation
Wednesday/April @ 7:00pm
Seventh Grade Confirmation Classes on Martin
Luther and the Reformation are April 4th, 11th,
18th, 25th, 7-8:30 pm in the ELC atrium. Seventh
grade youth are to attend class with their parents or guardians. Those planning on attending
are asked to call the ELC office to register.

5th Grade 1st Communion Class
Blessings to the 5th Graders who received First Communion on
March 29th, during Maundy Thursday worship: Zackery Bryan,
Connor Carlson, David Jacobs, Noah Larkin and Vince Overlien.

Bible Camp Scholarships: Register Now!
Luther Park & Sugar Creek
Bible Camp: All ELC Youth will receive a $100 camp scholarship from the congregation this summer. Youth can receive
an additional $100 scholarship by signing up with a parent to
work the Easter Breakfast (help is needed both on Saturday
morning, March 31st, and Easter morning, April 1st).
Additional financial support is available to youth who are in
need. For families who might need additional assistance,
please talk to Pr. Eric.

April Peer Ministry Meeting
Sunday, April 8: 10:15-11:45am, ELC Youth Room
Sunday School/VBS Meeting
Sunday, April 8th @ 10:30am, ELC Atrium
Houston Youth Supper @ Bakken’s

Peer Ministry Spaghetti Dinner @ ELC
Sunday, April 15th
@ 5:00-7:00pm
This is our 10th year of Peer Ministry providing ELC high school
juniors and seniors an opportunity to continue faith formation
beyond confirmation. Peer Ministers are faithful at worship,
meeting monthly with Pr. Eric for conversations of faith, ministry planning, and prayer. They usher, greet, read lessons, serve
communion at worship, and sing in our choirs.
This ministry has been a blessing to our congregation and the
students involved. This ministry is self-funded by annual fund
raisers carried out by the peer ministers.
Please support this ministry by attending the spaghetti dinner
Sunday, April 15, served from 5:00-7:00 pm in the ELC fellowship hall. Take out is available for those who would like to pick
up their meals. Tickets can be purchased before and after worship, or a the church office. Adults $12, Youth 12 & under $5.

Vacation Bible School Update
At the writing of this newsletter ELC is in the process of talking
with local ELCA congregations about partnering with them in
scheduling the staff from Luther Park to provide a summer
VBS ministry that youth from our congregation can participate
in. More information will be available when available.

Sunday, April 8th @ 6:00-7:30pm
High School Graduation Milestone Dinner
Sunday, April 29th @ 6:00pm

Sugar Creek Horse Project
If you’ve ever been to Sugar Creek…
you know about the horses! They pull
the camp wagons, the kids at camp
ride them every day, and are as much
a part of the landscape of camp as are
the creeks, trees, meadows, deer, and
bluffs that make up the camp. Every
year Sugar Creek invites congregation
to participate in their ‘Horse Project’ which raises money for
youth whose families are unable to cover the cost of tuition.
Sugar Creek will not turn away any youth who wish to attend
camp. Annually approximately 30 area youth who attend camp,
do so because of this project. The ‘horse project’ subsidizes
youth who cannot afford to pay the full cost of camp tuition.
Please consider paying for a portion of the horse poster for $20
located in the narthex and support disadvantaged youth. When
each of the sections are filled in, $500 will be raised to help
support this important fund.

Evangelical Lutheran Church

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”
115 North 5th Street

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School 9:50-10:30 am

Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
pastoreric@brfelc.org
Rev. Barb Knutson
visitation pastor
Wendy Sciborski
officemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsletter was mailed on March 28, 2018
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