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2018 Summer Worship  

The 150th Anniversary Committee hopes you are all enjoying the visiting pas-

tors this summer!   

We are happy to say we’ll have exceeded our goal in brick fundraising for the 

150th!  Our total is now at $13,200 but the WELL goal is still needing your 

help.  Presently we are at $6,560 and hope to reach our $11,000 by August. 

Starting the first weekend in July, we will be selling ELC 150th Anniversary 

Christmas ornaments.  They are available in RED or WHITE and only cost 

$5.00 each.  The proceeds will be put towards the WELL donation fund. 

 Thank you for all your support! 

  ELC 150th  Committee 
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The following are highlights from  
the June 10th, 2018, ELC Council Meeting 

 
+ Peter Bushman presented financial report for the first 

five months of 2018.  Council discussed & report was 
approved. 

+ Council approved a motion to appoint Robin Kohls & 
Susan Hahn to the council.  These appointments were 
made to fill vacant seats.  Robin will represent the 
Education Committee and Susan will represent the 
Worship Committee. 

+ Lorri Johnson presented an update on preparations 
for the upcoming 150th anniversary celebration. 

+ Fred Goettl reported that the Buildings & Grounds 
Committee met to address a number of maintenance 
& repair items with a goal of completing as many as 
possible prior to the anniversary in August. 

+ Peter Bushman voiced concerns about the drop in 
weekly offerings which normally occurs in the sum-
mer months.  Dale Fredrick & the council agreed that 
an informational letter and other messages should be 
sent to the congregation as reminders of the need for 
ongoing giving. 

+ Jon Warmke discussed future staffing needs in rela-
tion to an overall long-term strategic plan for the 
congregation 

+ Lorri Johnson gave a brief report on the recent annu-
al conference of the Northwest Synod. 

 
Next meeting to be held August 7th @ 7:00 pm 
 

Sabbatical Update 

Pastor Eric continues to be on sabbatical through July 31. Dur-
ing his sabbatical, Pastor Barb Knutson will cover pastoral minis-
try needs.  Various former pastors, interns, and former or-
dained sons-of-the-congregation, will lead worship over the 
course of the next few weeks. Pastoral coverage during July will 
be provided by Pr. Knutson and area ELCA clergy as needed.  

 
ELC’s 150th Anniversary 

 

We are happy to say we’ve exceeded our 
goal for the brick campaign.  Out final total 
came in at $13,200.  This will help cover the 
cost of the 150th Anniversary weekend activi-
ties. 

The schedule for the anniversary weekend on Saturday, August 
11th, is a 3:00pm program @ ELC with our Bishop, an anniver-
sary choir, and community speakers; a catered community 
meal (4:30-6:30pm) open to the public; and an organ recital/
hymn festival @ 7:00pm with Mr. Dean Gardner of Madison. 

On Sunday, August 12th, worship @ 9:00am will be a celebra-
tion of the past, present and future into which God calls us as a 
congregation.  Later in the day our 14th annual ELC Mission’s 
Golf Tournament benefiting the BRF Area  Educational Enrich-
ment Fund, will tee-off 3:00pm at Skyline. 

150th Anniversary Baptismal Display 

We would like to put together a baptismal display in the 
church narthex as part of our anniversary celebration.  This 
display would include baptismal gowns/outfits, pictures, 
certificates, and any item that might be related to past 
baptisms.  It could even be a printed story or memory of a 
family baptism.  We're hoping members will share some of 
their treasured keepsakes with us so we can create a dis-
play highlighting the sacrament of Holy Baptism here at 
ELC. Joan Brown (284-5640) and Caroline Olson (284-2753) 
are heading up this project.  If you have something you'd 
like to contribute to this display please give them a call.      

ELC 150th Anniversary Items  
For Sale 

 
ELC has commemorative 150th Anniversary crocks & 
Christmas Ornaments for sale.   The crocks are $15 and can 
be purchased at the office.   

The 150th Ornaments are available in RED or WHITE and 
only cost $5.  The proceeds will be put towards the Migowi 
WELL fund.     

  Thank you for all your support! 
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Sewing Circle  

Sewing Schedule for Thursday’s in July & August: 

July 5th & 19th; August 2nd & 16th 1:00-4:00 pm 

July 12th & 20th; August 9th, 23rd, 30th 9:00-4:00 pm 

The sewing Circle members are happy to report the 150 quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief will be made by the 150th Anniver-
sary Celebration. 

Dairyland Conference Morning of Renewal 

We continue to receive positive feedback from women in our 

conference, thanking us for our hospitality, fabulous food se-

lections, and awesome table decorations when we hosted the 

April 19th  WELCA Dairyland Conference Morning of Renewal.  

The standard practice for this event is to divide all contribu-

tions and offerings (after expenses are deducted) between two 

charitable organizations designated by the hosting church.  The 

board selected our local food pantry and the Interfaith Caregiv-

ers respite program as the recipients of these monies and each 

have received a few pennies shy of $350 because we hosted 

this event.  Thank You to everyone for your attendance and 

hard work putting this event together! 

Dairyland Conference Women’s Retreat 
August 16th and 17th at Luther Park in Chetek 

 

Each year the Dairyland Conference of the WELCA host  a 2-day 
outdoor fun and education event for women At Luther Park 
with speakers, opportunities for meeting and sharing with oth-
er WELCA members, and time to explore the park.  This year’s 
gathering will be on August 16th and 17th, with the option to 
attend only one of those days if you prefer.  Individual sign-up 
sheets and more detailed information about the event are on 
the table in the library. 

 
Our W/ELC No-Bake Bake Sale 

The W/ELC’s once a year funding request,  the No-Bake Bake 

Sale, was mailed to women of our congregation the beginning 

of June.  Details of our mission plan for this year, i.e., our budg-

et and how we plan to spend your money, were provided.  Ad-

ditional copies are available from the church office.  And contri-

butions are always welcome independent of the month! 

                                             150 School Kits 

The Lutheran World Relief School Kit backpacks will be dis-
played on our church pews for several weeks in August and 
September. We encourage you to pick up one or two bags and 
fill them with the items from the attached list.  Watch for 
school supply sales in July and August. We have set a goal of 
150 School Kits this year to celebrate ELC's 150th anniver-
sary.                                    

Why Send School Kits? 

To the children who receive School Kits, these supplies may 
mean the difference between getting an education or 
not.  Public school is usually free, but in places where Lutheran 
World Relief works, even a few supplies like pens and paper, 
may be more than many families can afford.  And when fami-
lies can afford to send only one of their children, girls rarely get 
priority...yet the education level of mothers has the biggest 
impact on development. 

 A school kit may provide the only supplies for children return-
ing to school after the disruption of war. School kits help par-
ents continue their children's education, even while living in a 
refugee camp, for example. A school kit may also be used in 
adult literacy classes.  

Filling one or two backpacks might be a great project to do as a 
family.  It could be an excellent opportunity to teach your chil-
dren about caring for others.   

Items needed for the LWR school Kits: 

• 4  70 count  notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper 8" x 
10 1/2"(no loose-leaf paper) 

• One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 
blades work well) 

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on 
one side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• One eraser approximately 2 ½" long 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

Five ball point pens (no gel pens) 

The Stewardship Committee of our WELC is also still col-
lecting items for Lutheran World Relief Baby Care 
Kits.  We need bars of soap, cloth diapers, hand towels, 
sleepers/gowns or shirt/pant sets (sizes 6 months - 2 yrs.) 
and receiving blankets. LWR accepts gently used 
items.  The Sewing Circle has flannel material that can be 
used to sew gowns for babies.  There is a pattern for the-
ses gowns on the LWR website.  If you'd like to help out 
and sew these gowns, please call Betty Steele for material 
and the pattern.  We have set a goal of 50 Baby Care Kits 
for our 2018 LWR shipment.  That's quite a high goal, so 
we'll need lots of help to reach it. 

Thank you for supporting these LWR parish projects. 
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Posted April 16, 2018 
Through 

June 15, 2018 

RADIO BROADCAST 
In Memory of:  Teresa Markee (Steve Markee’s mother) 
 From: Larry & Georgia Button 
In Honor of:  Mary Cooley 
 From: Nyla Musser 
HANDBELL CHOIR 
In Honor of: Barb Olson-Louis 
 From:  Caroline & Gary Olson 
Donation from:  Todd & Judy Luttio 
TENDER BRANCHES 
In Honor of:  Mary Cooley’s Retirement 
 From:  Mary Lou Young 
In Memory of:  Teresa Markee (Steve Markee’s mother) 
 From: Clint & Jean Helland 
BIBLE CAMPS 
Donation from:  WELC 
MIGOWI BUILDING FUND 
Donations: Harlan & Karen Brandt, Darlene Dugan, Troy & Ma-
rianne Torkelson 
PEER MINISTRY 
Donations: Jane & Richard Ernst, Lois Ferries, Tom & Kathy 
Goodenough, Judie & Tom Harkner, Scott & Annette Marecek, 
Deb Marg, Paul & Bobby Olson, Jon & Tammy Rush, Margaret 
Severson, Dawn Wyss 
MIGOWI WELL FUND 
Donations: Peter & Lori Bushman, Theresa Bade, Peter & Lisa 
Bakken, Keith & Joan Brown, Ed & Doris Brudos, Larry & Geor-
gia Button, Richard & Kathy Camlek, Richard & Jane Ernst, Mil-
dred Evenson, Clarice Franke, Dale & Dorinda Fredrick, Rod & 
Susan Hahn, Rod & Ellen Gearing, Don & Mary Glasenapp, Phyl-
lis Gunderson, Barb & Paul Hanson, Tom & Judie Harkner, Clint 
& Jean Helland, Carolyne Hensel, Daniell Jacobs, Roger John-
son, Al & Gwyn Knutson, Blaine Knutson, Everett & Alice Larkin, 
Rollie & Mandy Lee, Kim & Barb Loomis, Anne Lunda, Judy & 
Todd Luttio, Lila Lynne, Ann & Jerard Mageland, Austin Marg, 
John & Deb Marg, Bill & Dianne Marti, Kay & Mike Millis, Ellen 
& Terry Moldenhauer, Cindy Moore, Nyla Musser, Judy & Fred 
Myskewitz, Deb & JayDee Nichols, Mary Olson, June & Mike 
Patrick, Gene & Judy Ransom, Sue & Jim Ritland, Carrie Rosin, 
Dean & Delores Severson, Janet & John Sternaman, Barb & 
John Louis, Charlene & Rich Stevens, Troy & Marianne Tor-
kelson, Roger & Thelma Wiste, Dennis & Alice Young, Betty 
Zibolski, Mark & Julie Zillmer, Charles Waughtal, Dawn Wyss, 
Dave & Joy Fossum, Paul & Mary Rykken, Jeff & Joanne Sche-
felker, Eric & Ramie Bakken, Ed & Lorri 
Johnson, Dan & Robin Kohls, Genesis 
Circle, Rev. Barb Knutson, Randy Swett 
  

July/August 
Special Giving Envelopes 

 

Look for the RED bordered “2018 ELC Golf Missions-BRF 
Enrichment Fund” special giving envelope in your July/
August mailing.  This year our Missions Golf Tournament 
will benefit  the BRF Educational Enrichment Fund.   



 

Dear Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,  

I am humbled and grateful for this opportunity to serve as your 
bishop. For the last 4.5 years I’ve served as the Director of 
Evangelical Mission/Assistant to Bishop Rick Hoyme and before 
that for 28 years, I was a parish pastor in Windom, Slayton, St. 
Cloud and Pelican Rapids, MN. I am excited and hopeful about 
the future! The Holy Spirit is moving and working among us in 
new and exciting ways challenging us to go deeper in our faith 
and moving us outside our comfort zone. Paying attention to 
where the Spirit is calling us and learning to GO and DO in Je-
sus’ name is an important part of my work as Bishop. I encour-
age the people of our synod to not 
only GO to Church but to BE the 
church in the world.  

A little bit about me: My husband 
Randy and I both graduated from 
Luther Seminary in 1986. He is the 
pastor of Christ Lutheran in Me-
nomonie. We have three adult chil-
dren. Andrew (30) is married to Kristi-
na. They live in Appleton and are ex-
pecting our first grandchild July 18. 
Matthew (27) is engaged to Emily 
Ewen. They are getting married August 18. Anna (24) graduated 
from St. Kates and works in Occupational Therapy. I love to 
garden and help things grow. I enjoy cooking and entertaining 
family and friends. When I have time, I like to bike, canoe or 
kayak.  

I look forward to getting to know you and your congregations. 
You are all invited to attend the official installation of the bish-
op worship service on August 25, 2018 2:00 p.m. at Bethel 
Highlands, Hudson, WI. I hope to see you there.  

Bishop-elect Laurie Skow-Anderson  

Dear friends,  
 

You have probably heard 
the saying: “Give a per-
son a fish and she/he will 
eat for a day. Teach a 
person to fish and he/she 
will eat for a lifetime.” 
There is much truth to 
these words but it is also 
much more complicated 
as some have pointed out observing that it also depends on 
whether the person has access to or ownership of the pond.  
 

I recently accompanied the director of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa – Development Service (ELCSA – DS) 
to visit projects in the Mount Frere area in the Eastern Cape 
Province of South Africa. This mountainous region was previ-
ously known as the Transkei homeland under the apartheid 
regime. Its name in isiXhosa is kwaBhaca, or "place of the Bha-
ca ‘refugee’ people."  
 

The current government is working to improve infrastructure 
such as roads, electricity, hospitals and schools. However pov-
erty, unemployment - especially among the youth - and HIV & 
AIDS still affect many in the towns and surrounding rural com-
munities.  
 

The ELCSA Development Service has been active in the area for 
almost twenty years working with women, men and youth in 
consultation with local government structures and experts to 
listen to and assess the needs and priorities of the communi-
ties and to provide relevant advice, support and training.  
 

Recently ELCSA DS has been sponsoring several accredited 
“micro-MBA” courses for entrepreneurs which, over 5 days of 
intensive training, provide essential knowledge and skills on 
topics such as market investigation, marketing techniques, buy-
ing, costing, pricing, cost calculation and selling.  
 

During our visit we met with Home-Based Care-givers and 
members of several other groups engaged in nutrition and 
market garden projects.  
 

The project members welcomed us with a song in isiXhosa, 
“The road is long, it needs strong people.” They talked about 
the many challenges of living and farming in a mountainous 
area including access to water, transportation, soil erosion, hail 
storms and even snow in winter. They also proudly shared their 
successes and expressed thanks for the faithful accompani-
ment of the ELCSA Development Service. The ELCSA DS field 
officer is well known and respected in the communities and 
regularly visits the groups to get feedback and provide advice.  
Your generous offerings to ELCA World Hunger assist in sup-
porting the ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa – Development Service (ELCSA – DS).  
 

Thank you for your prayers and support and for your participa-
tion in God’s mission locally and globally.  
 

Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson,  
ELCA Global Mission Regional Representative, Southern Africa  
My blog page address is: https://
southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/  
Please note the link to my online giving page on www.elca.org: 
community.elca.org/SouthAfrica  

A WELL for Migowi!“Pick Up an Envelope” 

Our anniversary committee has begun a new 

fund-raiser to meet the need for a well for 

the people of Migowi Parish, our companion 

congregation in Malawi, Africa. Envelopes 

ranging from $1 to $150 ear-marked for the well in Migowi are dis-

played on the windows at the back of the church Naïve. If you would 

like to participate in this amazing project, you may choose an enve-

lope, make a donation, and return the envelope to the church office. 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church 

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve” 

115 North 5th Street 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 

Rev. Eric Bakken      pastoreric@brfelc.org 
Rev. Barb Knutson                visitation pastor 
Wendy Sciborski           officemanager@brfelc.org 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday 7:00 pm 
Sunday 9:00 am  

Hatfield Worship @ 10:15 

Non-Profit Org. 

Bulk Rate 

Black River Falls, WI  

Permit No. 105 

 

Come and join us for worship! 

This newsletter was mailed on June 27, 2018 

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc 


