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All members of ELC are encouraged to attend the annual meeting of the congregation on January 27th at 11:00 am. On the agenda this year will be election of council members, approval of the annual budget.
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Ed Johnson Jr.
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Lorri Johnson
Susan Hahn
Robin Kohls
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barbara Knutson
Office Manager
Wendy Sciborski
Custodian
Paul Anderson
Choir Directors
Barb Olson-Louis

Deacon Laura Ramlow, NW Synod Minister
@ ELC January 12th & 13th
The weekend of January 12/13th, Laura Ramlow, NW Synod Deacon Minister will
be with us to preach and to receive the $11,000 check for the Migowi Well project we raised from our 150th Anniversary. A reception and adult forum on our
companion synod relationship with Malawi will follow worship.

Bible Camp Sunday: February 10
SCBC Program Director, Mr. Kjell Bakken
Sugar Creek Bible Camp, Program Director, Mr. Kjell Bakken will be at ELC leading worship the weekend of February 9th/10th. While Pastor Eric is away on continuing education, Kjell will lead worship and visit with Sunday School youth and
interested parents following worship on Sunday morning. Kjell has recently visited seminary and has begun the discernment process for entering seminary in
the Fall of 2019.
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The following are highlights from
the December 11, 2018, ELC Council Meeting
Dear friends in Christ,
God is always calling us to be more than we have been. When it
comes to the search for meaning, or the quest to find purpose
or direction in life, or the yearning to discover and experience
what it means to live in community, it is within the realm of
shared life within a congregation that these things are fostered
best in our society.
Actually, I’d guess that that is only true if we are talking about
our shared life together outside of the family. For these things
(meaning, purpose, direction, and community) are most intimately experienced and most deeply learned within the framework of the family. But beyond that, it is in within the life of the
congregation that these things are most importantly shaped.
If that is true, then what does that mean for us who live in a
culture where denominational loyalty and active participation
within organized religion is dwindling? Maybe it means that we
have to learn to do church in a new way. Church growth people
have been producing survey after survey that suggests we cannot continue to apply old techniques to the new issues we face
today.
One message that keeps coming through from those who are
asking how ministry will grow faith in the lives of the people,
and play a significant role in the lives of the generations to
come, is to focus the gospel in such a way that Christ is at the
heart of our search for meaning, our quest for purpose, and
our yearning for community. Real life experience is telling us
that when a congregation learns to focus externally, to focus
most of its energies on how we can serve and meet the needs
of our neighbors, and shift our gaze away from ourselves, this is
where our future lies. It is a faithful way of helping those who
are searching for meaning. It is a compassionate way to assist
those who are in pursuit of purpose. Not only that, but it lies at
the heart of our yearning to find community in Christ, because
God is always calling us to be more than we have been.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

Dale Fredrick presented Dairyland Conference Meeting information for the coming year. Pastor Bakken encouraged participation by the ELC council members. The hope is to get the
whole conference together to discuss pastoral positions and
keeping churches open. The question what is the shape of future parishes. Our ELC is considered an anchor church with
stability.
Peter and Ed Johnson discussed the 2019 Mission of our church
looking at budget comparisons. Are we putting our money
where our mouth is and are, we doing the things we need to
do? Examples are Pastor Barb Knutson’s participation and future at ELC, the need for visiting teams or pastor involvement ,
the need for an associate pastor to meet young people’s needs,
Sunday School, and peer ministries.
Should we spend our money in these areas; worship, office,
buildings, and education. We are strong in Gifts and Memorials. Peter suggested we stay committed to giving to the mission
field.
A celebration for Pastor Barb Knutson was suggested by Pastor
Bakken sometime in April to recognize her service at ELC as she
will be ending her time with us.
Peter and Ed need personnel recommendations from Pastor
Bakken looking at the Synod worksheet on budget issues.
A question by Jon Warmke was made why special interest
groups appear on the annual budget. Bed nets, World Hunger,
golf outing scholarships, interfaith, the food pantry, Bible
camps, and missionary a day should be evaluated every year.
We need to show we fund youth and families. 20 Thrivent
grants subsidized educational events this year.
A personnel committee meeting is needed in the future. We
need another staff person and what would that consist of.
Consideration was made to the upcoming Annual Meeting in
January. What items will be brought up.
Pastor Bakken asked the council if they would approve Pastor
Ramie to preach on Christmas Day. Motion was made and carried to agree for her to do that.

2018 Annual Reports
from our Committees
2018 is wrapping up and just around the corner is ELC's annual report deadline. 2018 Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January
27th. The annual report must be available to
the congregation by January 14th. Therefore,
your help in getting the office your annual report as soon as possible is greatly appreciated. Electronically is the preferred way, but we will take other forms
too. Thank you in advance!

Next meeting, January 8th @ 7:00 pm
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Posted November 16, 2018
Through
December 15, 2018
RADIO
In Memory of: Robert Hein (Joy Fossum’s father)
From: John & Sharon Lund
In Memory of: Becky Hasz
From: Connie Jessie
In Memory of: Rosella Kappen
From: Clarice Franke & Nyla Musser
UNDESIGNATED
In Memory of: Diane Johnson, Les & Pearl Wilson, Kendall
Johnson
From: Ed & Lorri Johnson
In Honor of: Everett & Alice Larkin
From: Deny Blackmon
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January/February
Special Giving Envelopes
Look for the RED bordered “MISSIONARY FOR A DAY”
special giving envelope from your December mailing.
2019 monthly sheets to sign up are available in the narthex.
Thank you for your support!

Gently Used Quilts/Blankets
With winter cold weather, a need has been
created in our community for warm blankets or quilts. If you have gently used blankets or quilts to share, please drop off at
church in the collection box located in the
narthex and they will be shared where
needed.

“Can You Hear Me Now?”
In recent weeks, the church’s
sound system has experienced
several instances of static and
crackling, causing disruption to
events held in the sanctuary. On
th
December 12 , Audio Architects were brought in to evaluate
the current equipment. They determined that the noise is being caused by interference with the five wireless receivers that
control the microphones. Without getting too “techy”, the
bandwidth that the wireless receivers operate at is now being
encroached upon by other companies and wireless devices.
Some adjustments were made to increase filtering of low-level
interference, but the problem will continue to manifest itself
over time. The solution is to replace the wireless receivers with
equipment set to a different bandwidth, and a cost estimate
has been requested for this first step. Additionally, the sound
mixing board is technologically out of date, as it is analog. Audio Architects design, sales, and service team is developing a
multi-tiered estimate to replace the analog mixer with a digital
system, which will include audio and video streaming abilities.
The Worship Committee will be working closely with Audio
Architects over the next several months, and will partner with
the Building and Grounds and Gifts and Memorials committees
as we consider all the information to come.

Adult Bible Study with Paul Rykken
Book of Ephesians
January 20 & 27, February 3 & 10
10:10-11:00 am
Join us for a 4-week adult bible study with Paul Rykken,
January 20 & 27 & February 3 & 10 from 10:10-11:00 am.
The book of Ephesians is remarkably relevant for Christians in 2019. We will gather for four sessions (10:1011:10) to read, study, and reflect on Ephesians from a
Lutheran perspective. No prior knowledge is required -all you need to bring is your Bible and a desire to learn!
Paul Rykken will lead the study.
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2019 W/ELC Calendar
+
+
+

Jan. 3rd - W/ELC board - 4:00 p.m., church library,
finalize 2019 budget proposal
Jan. 17th - W/ELC board - 5:30 p.m., church library ,regular monthly meeting, planning for 2019
Feb. 21st - W/ELC annual meeting - 6:30, church library, how to use and benefit from the library, approve
2019 budget, elect new officers

On February 2/3 & 9/10 (before
and after services in our narthex)
come and see our assortment of
Divine Chocolate Bars! We have a
wonderful variety of chocolate
flavors. Besides chocolates, we
also have coffee, tea, soup and
even olive oil! Treat yourself, neighbors, and family by supporting this Fair Trade Mission of Lutheran World Relief!
Fair Trade is a fair system of exchange to empower farmers
to develop their own businesses and sustain their development. It keeps food on their tables and allows children to
be children and not sent into the working field at young
ages. It teaches families to be self-sufficient and gives
them the pride and confidence they need to make a living.
Along with special delights, you will also find a nice array of
greeting cards and of course our favorite dish cloths! Many
of our Book Nook items will have SALE PRICE stickers on
them as well. Stop by and see the great variety we have to
offer. The W/ELC thanks you for your support in helping to
fund the amazing programs through the Fair Trade and
SERRV projects.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH 2019
Christ in Our Home -Large or Regular print books
Available in the narthex/church office
Christ in Our Home is a quarterly devotional resource that
encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scripture reference
and prayer for the day that follows the Revised Common
Lectionary.
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Altar Guild will meet Thursday, January
3rd at 9:00 to take down Christmas decorations and conduct their monthly
meeting.

January and February’s
Sewing Circle Schedule
Each Thursday, 9a.m.-4p.m.
(A slight change in times)
Come and work as long as your schedule
allows.
Each Monday, 6p.m.-8p.m.
Come and work on your unfinished project or
towards our goal of 400 quilts.
Grad quilts will be laid out ready for sewing soon.
We invite family members to give a hand in making
these, hoping this will make the quilt more
meaningful to the grad. Call Betty Steele-284-4430 to
schedule a time.

“SOAPER BOWL IV”
February 3rd
We will be collecting bars of soap
for Lutheran World Relief on
Sunday, February 3rd, which is
also Super Bowl Sunday. When your family is doing your shopping, pick up a few extra bars of soap for LWR and "Soaper
Bowl Sunday." We'll have baskets in the narthex.
No one likes to look dirty. A brand new bar of soap lets someone present him-or herself with dignity, keep hands clean, and
stay healthy. These simple things are some of the building
blocks to success. We all take having a basic thing like a bar of
soap for granted. We can't imagine not having such a simple
personal hygiene item in our homes for our families. We hope
you'll participate in "Soaper Bowl Sunday" and bring in bars of
soap to help families around the world effected by war or natural disasters. LWR will see that they get to people in
need. LWR accepts any brand, in its original wrapping. Bathsize bars (4-5 oz) are highly preferred.
We're only doing this collection for one Sunday, Super Bowl
Sunday, February 3rd, so we hope the Super Bowl will help you
remember our "Soaper Bowl" here at ELC. Put your bars of
soap in your coat pockets, purses, cars, or any place they'll not
be forgotten and bring them to church.
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We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season.
+

Sunday School resumes on January 6th @ 10:10 am.
Dear friends,
Youth under the age of 30 make up some 70% of the population in Southern Africa and face many challenges related to
education, unemployment, gender justice, health and climate
change. So, are youth pessimistic or optimistic, afraid or hopeful about the future?

+

Wednesday large group learning events start up again
on January 9th @ 6:30pm. See you there!

+

8th/9th Retreat! January 25/26, we will be going on an
overnight retreat at Sugar Creek Bible Camp. This is a
required part of the confirmation class for 8th/9th graders. Students are strongly encouraged to attend as we
will be covering 3 lessons during the retreat. Students
not attending will be required to make up the work at
another time during this year. The cost of the retreat is
$25 per student and includes transportation, lodging
and food. We will meet at the church at 5:30 pm Friday
and return by 4:30 pm Saturday. Payment is due January 23rd.

Seven young adults representing several member churches of
the Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa (LUCSA) met recently at the Lutheran center in Johannesburg to start planning
for an all LUCSA youth conference in 2019. (LUCSA, with fifteen
member churches across ten countries in Southern Africa, is a
sub-regional expression of the Lutheran World Federation
[LWF])
The youth unanimously and energetically agreed to work with
the LWF theme for 2019-2024 "With passion for the Church
and the World."
The committee worked on a draft program that will include
reports on youth activities from member churches, as well as
Bible studies, presentations and discussions. The conference
will focus on what it means to be "Young Reformers" working
for revival in the church, Lutheran identity, diakonia, gender
justice and care for creation. The LUCSA INFOHUT program
which teaches computer skills and life skills including information about HIV & AIDS will be a key part of the program.
The LUCSA youth are enthusiastic and committed to establishing a Youth Desk in the Communion Office, to building strong
relationships between youth in the member churches and
making a lasting difference in their respective churches and in
the region.
Thank you for your prayers and support and your participation
in God’s mission locally and globally.

Join Liz Bartsch, Assistant to the Bishop of the Northwest
Synod, as she hosts a 10 night journey to Germany and Austria where we will visit major Martin Luther sites, encounter
the Dachau Concentration Camp and visit many historic castles and landmarks. One of the highlights will be the Passion
Play in Oberammergau! First $300 deposit due March 1,
2019. Click here for details & registration!

Yours faithfully,
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson
ELCA Global Mission Regional Representative - Southern Africa
Johannesburg
November 07, 2018
My blog page address is: https://
southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/
Please note the link to my online giving page on www.elca.org:
community.elca.org/SouthAfrica
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115 North 5th Street

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:10-11:00 am

Non-Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
Senior Pastor
Rev. Barb Knutson
Visitation Pastor
Wendy Sciborski
officemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsletter was mailed on December 28, 2018

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc

The church season of Epiphany begins on January 8 each year.
The name comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, meaning
“to appear, to show or to manifest.” The ending date of the
Epiphany season is determined by Ash Wednesday, which is
determined by the date of Easter.
Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the Magi, or
wise men, to worship the infant Jesus. The significance of
Epiphany for Christians is that it symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by Gentiles, or non-jews.
The season of Epiphany emphasizes the divine nature of Jesus,
the light of the world. Symbols for the season include light, a
star and color green, which represents life, growth, hope and
eternity.

February 9, 2019 offering safe, painless, non-invasive preventive
health screenings that are typically not a part of a routine physical. To be more proactive about your health and to live longer for
yourself, your family and your community, please register for these
potentially life-saving tests today. Please refer to the attached flyer
to get more info about how you can sign up while receiving $10 off
any package priced above $139. For only $139 (regularly $149) you
can learn your risk of having stroke or vascular disease. There is no
time like the present to take action! Learn more by watching this
short video: ttp://www.lifelinescreeningblog.com/introduction/
Three ways to register:
•
Call toll-free: 866-229-0469
•
Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
•
Text: the word circle to 797979
$70/value complimentary screening coupons available at the church
office.

