MARCH/APRIL 2019
Evangelical Lutheran Church
“Centered in Christ + Sent to Serve
Pastors report
Pastor Knutson Update
Walking Together

2
2
2

Gifts & Memorials
March/April Special Offering
Adult Worship Assistants Needed
Lent coin folders/Thrivent Family Night
Coffee Hour?

3
3
3
3
3

Ash Wednesday Worship

W/ELC Page (see also insert)

4

March 6th @ 7:00 pm

Sunday school news/ Confirmation
First Communion 5th Grade
Easter Breakfast Camp Scholarships

5
5
5

With Holy Communion

March/April Octogenarians
Easter Brass/Woodwinds Ensemble
Sound System Update
Easter Garden Orders/Easter Worship

6
6
6
6

Missionary Philip Knutson newsletter
March/April Calendars
Easter Lily/Garden Order form (back)

7
8/9
10

2019 Church Council
Congregational President
Dale Fredrick
Vice President
Jon Warmke
Secretary
Kathy Goodenough
Treasurer
Ed Johnson Jr.
Council
Peter Bushman
Kathy Goodenough
Joan Brown
Jon Warmke
Fred Goettl
Lorri Johnson
Susan Hahn
Robin Kohls
Pastoral Staff
Rev. Eric Bakken
Rev. Barbara Knutson
Office Manager
Wendy Sciborski
Custodian
Paul Anderson
Choir Directors
Barb Olson-Louis

Lenten Mid-Week Services of Reflection and Healing
Wednesday’s @ 5:15pm beginning March 13th
Lenten Soup Supper @ 6:00pm
Our mid-week Lenten series this year will offer three things: an additional opportunity to reflect on the gospel reading from the previous Sunday; repetition of
Psalm 130 and its themes of God’s providence; and a time of silence followed by
prayer. The intention of these services is to create an oasis of quiet and space for
the healing and restoration that we need between Ash Wednesday and Easter.
The service will be shaped by prayer, music, and time for reflection. A simple soup
supper will follow each Lenten mid-week service.

Lenten Soup Suppers
March 13, 20, 27; April 3, 10 @ 6:00 pm
Your help is needed to provide soup, sandwiches, drinks, desserts and/or cleanup.
Sign up sheets are in the narthex if you are interested
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Dear friends in Christ,
March means many things for me. It means the NCAA basketball tournament; it means my birthday; it means spring is just
around the corner; it means more sunshine and warmer weather; and it means Lent. These are good things and I look forward
to each of them. For me Lent has never been a dull or dismal
season. It speaks to me and it calls me every year to take a spiritual journey that is often both longed for and needed. There is
something about the starkness of this season that I deeply appreciate. The disciplines of Lent (fasting/prayer/acts of love)
are a part of the core of my life and provide for me an understanding of what it means to be claimed by God in the waters
of my baptism.
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Highlights from
the February 26, 2019, ELC Council Meeting will appear in
the May/June newsletter. A report was not available before printing of this newsletter

If I have a favorite time of year lived within the life of the
church, it just might be Lent. I look forward to Ash Wednesday
and the solemnity it brings; I eagerly await the mid-week services and time of fellowship shared around the table with good
soup and friends; I appreciate the time spent with our 5th grade
youth talking about what it means to be invited to come to the
altar and be fed with a meal of forgiveness; and I yearn for the
rhythm of Holy Week, and the breaking dawn of Easter Sunday.
As we walk together through this season of Lent, let us do so
with a deep sense of gratitude for what God has done, and an
eagerness to be a part of what God is doing.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Eric

Update on Pastor Barb
Goodbye Celebration
Sunday, May 5th @ 10:10am

Walking Together 2019: Holy Experiments!
SATURDAY, MARCH 9th
at Davies Center - University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire
Please join us for this year’s synod event. This is one day filled
with workshops and “share sessions” regarding things that are
working well in congregations around our synod. Attendees
choose 5 workshops from over 40 sessions. The day also includes worship and lunch. This event is for church council
members, committee members, congregational staff, and
members of any congregation who might be interested.
A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. ELC will cover the cost of the
event and noon meal. This is a FUN day filled with learning and
fellowship.

With great joy we announce that Pastor Barb will be back with
us for five weeks! Her return will be marked with her preaching
and leading worship the weekend of March 30th/31st. She will
bring her ministry with us to a close preaching and leading
worship the weekend of May 4th/5th. Between those dates
she will be with us leading worship on Maundy Thursday and
preaching on Good Friday. Pr. Barb will also be with us for Easter Sunday to lead worship.
During the month of April Pr. Barb will be with us for eight days
to make final visits and say goodbye. Four of those days have
already been scheduled . They are Thursday, April 4th (WELCA
Bible Study), Thursday, April 18 (Maundy Thursday), Friday,
April 19 (Good Friday), and Thursday, May 2 (WELCA Bible
Study). The remaining four days she will be with us will be her
choice.
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Posted January 16, 2019
Through
February 15, 2019
RADIO
In Memory of: Betty Gaier
From: Ed & Doris Brudos, Tom & Judie Harkner, Rolland & Mandy Lee, Cynthia Moore, Nyla Musser; Families of
Marian Magdanz, Lucille Ture, Clemy Amundson, Lester
Amundson; Mike & Kay Millis, Karen Noard, Larry & Jenny Boule, Jon, Bonnie & Jason Noard
In Memory of: Arnold & Linda Holman
From: their family
In Memory of: Becky Hasz
From: Tom & Judie Harkner, Cynthia Moore
In Memory of: Robert Hein (Joy Fossum’s father)
From: Cynthia Moore
In Memory of: Charline Zuehlke (Mark Zuehlke’s mother)
From: Cynthia Moore, Mark & Brenda Zuehlke, Mark
& Viki Simonson, Dave & Bev Zink, Travis, Eric & Jodi.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
In Memory of: Robert Hein (Joy Fossum’s father)
From: Paul & Barb Hanson
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March/April
Special Giving Envelopes
Look for the RED bordered “LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES”
special giving envelope from your bi-monthly mailing.
Thank you for your support!

Lenten Coin Folder Collection
During Lent, many of us are reminded once again to examine
our lifestyles and ask, "What can we do for others?" One way
to involve the whole family is to collect coins during the season
of Lent. Lenten quarter folders are included in this newsletter.
Return the folders anytime during lent to the office or during
offering time at worship. It’s fun for the whole family!

Looking for Adult Worship Assistants
Ushers: March 6th @ 7:00 pm, April 18th @ 7:00 pm, April
19th @ 7:00 pm, April 21st @ 6:30 & 9:00 am
Readers: March 6th @ 7:00 pm, April 18th @ 7:00 pm, April
19th @ 7:00 pm, April 21st @ 6:30 & 9:00 am
What Coffee Hour?
Did you know we have resurrected Coffee
Hour on most Sundays after the 9 o’clock service? It is a wonderful way to kill time while
the kids are at Sunday school. Plus it’s a
great way to make new friends and catch up
with old ones. Come feed your soul with a
little Lutheran coffee and treats.
Hope to see you there~

Thrivent Family Fun Night
Free Tubing at Bruce Mound
Saturday night March 2nd 5 to 8 PM
Cost is FREE!!! Bring the family out for a fun night of tubing
and socializing with fellow Christians. Concessions will be provided by a youth group raising funds. Please bring a guest.
Stop in when you get a chance.
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PERSONAL CARE KIT INFORMATION
During Lent each year, the women of the church collect
items for personal care kits which are donated to Lutheran
World Relief to be given to people in need around the
world. Personal care kits give families some of life's essentials as well as a reminder that they are not alone. From
chronic poverty and conflict to drought and typhoon, the
intensity of humanitarian needs continues to increase. Kits
are urgently needed!
A collection basket will be in the narthex from March 9
through Palm Sunday, April 14. Please do not put the kits
together. Just put the items in the collection basket.

Items Needed:
ONE light-weight bath towel (20”x40” minimum to 52”x27”
maximum)
Dark color preferred
Bath size bars of soap totaling 8 to 9 ounces

March/April
Sewing Circle Schedule
Each Thursday, 9a.m.-4p.m.
(A slight change in times)
Come and work as long as your schedule allows.
Each Monday, 6p.m.-8p.m.
Come and work on your unfinished project or
towards our goal of 400 quilts.
Grad quilts will be laid out ready for sewing soon.
We invite family members to give a hand in making
these, hoping this will make the quilt more
meaningful to the grad. Call Betty Steele 715-284-4430 to
schedule a time.

Any brand in original wrapping
ONE adult size toothbrush in its original packaging
ONE sturdy comb, packaging removed
ONE metal nail clipper, packaging removed
IMPORTANT GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER
Shop for light or medium weight towels which dry quicker
and take up less storage space
New items only
No items with religious symbols or messages, U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols or camouflage

W/ELCA Dairyland Conference Morning of Renewal
Wednesday, April 17th FREE SIGN-UP
This year the spring conference gathering of all the WELCA
units in the Dairyland Conference will be at Our Savior’s Lutheran in Whitehall. Details of the meeting and sign-up sheets
are included in this newsletter. Our deadline for gathering the
names of everyone who wants to join us at the $8 rate is
Thursday, April 4th. The board voted to pay the fee for any W/
ELC member who wants to attend but we need your name by
the 6th so we can get our payment in by their deadline. Contact the office about car-pooling!

No plastic bags
The cost to add toothpaste and to ship each personal care
kit is $2.65. Any donations of money will be used for this
purpose. Money in a sealed envelope may be left in the
collection basket or put in the offering plate with the notation “PROJECT COMFORT”.
The gifts you give are a blessing to families around the
world.

W/ELC Picnic/ Potluck Dinner
5:30 p.m., Thursday, May 9th
Our “end of year” picnic/potluck is our opportunity to say
thank you to the many women and men who work with the
Altar Guild, Funeral Teams, Sewing Circle, Stewardship Committee, Lenten Soup and Sandwich teams, and all our other
committees to serve our congregation throughout the year. If
you were a committee chair or team leader this year, please
contact all of your members ,invite them to this event, and
then either call (715-284-9134) or e-mail Vicki
(vamundson6928@charter.net) to let her know how many
people to expect. We will also have a very short W/ELC business meeting to cover a couple items that are outstanding
from our annual meeting. Note: the end of year Bible study
will be held separately on its regular meeting day, the first
Thursday morning in May.
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The Education Committee at ELC is planning a special after
school learning experience for children in grades kindergarten
through 6th grade during the Lenten church season. These
learning experiences will take place on Wednesdays after
school at ELC during the Lenten season; March 13th, 20th, 27th
& April 3rd, 10th. The children will meet at church right after
school and will participate in organized activities until 4:45.
From 4:45 -5:00 the children will have supervised free time
which might include homework help, watching faith centered
videos, reading or being read to. We'd like to encourage families to worship together at our 5:15 Lenten worship service. A
soup and sandwich meal will be served after this service.
It's a miracle! Activities will focus on the miracles of Jesus. Jesus' miracles were an important part of His ministry. The Lenten church season is a good time for us to learn
more about this essential part of Jesus' ministry. Organized
activities will include but are not limited to; Bible stories,
games, music, snacks, and crafts.
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7th Grade Confirmation
Wednesday, April 24th @ 6:30pm
Seventh Grade Confirmation Classes on Martin Luther and the
Reformation will begin April 24th and continue through May
1st, 8th & 15th @ 6:30-8:00 pm in the ELC atrium. All seventh
graders are invited to attend class with their parents or guardians. Those planning on attending should call the ELC church
office to register for the class.

8th & 9th Grade Confirmation
Wednesday, March 13th & 20th @ 6:30pm
Due to freezing weather in January, our 8th & 9th grade confirmation class will meet on Wednesday, March 13th & 20th for
their final confirmation class of the year. A one-night lock-in
will be scheduled sometime this spring to make up for the retreat @ Sugar Creek that was cancelled in January. More information will follow.

We realize that transportation might be a problem for some of
the children whose parents are at work. We hope you're able
to find a way to get your children from school to church with
the help of family & friends. Carpooling is definitely a good
option. If transportation to church becomes an obstacle that
would prevent your children from attending, please call Joy at
715-284-9872 and we'll try to come up with a plan to help get
your children to church.
You can definitely invite friends who aren't members of
ELC. All our welcome. Please fill out the registration form on
line from ELC's website or drop one off at church. If you've
filled out a registration form for Sunday School this year, you
won't need another one. It's important that we have emergency numbers and relevant health information. The Education
committee is excited to plan and provide this faith-centered
learning time to all children in kindergarten through 6th grade.
We hope you'll give serious consideration to attend. Sunday
School classes will still be offered during this 5 week period.
(10:10-11:00)
In Christ, Education Committee

5th Grade 1st Communion Class
Instruction for 1st communion is held every year for families
with students in 5th grade and older. Class meets in the ELC
Atrium on Wednesday’s, April 3rd & 10th @ 6:30pm (following
Mid-week Lenten worship/soup supper. On Thursday, April
11th @ 5:30pm the class will experience a Christian interpretation of the Seder meal (the meal shared by Christ with his disciples at the Last Supper). Upon completion of the class, students
will be prepared to receive communion on Maundy Thursday,
April 18th @ 7:00pm. Please register for the class by calling the
church office @ (715) 284-4213 before March 29th.

Easter Breakfast Fund Raiser for Camp Scholarships
Easter Breakfast: April 21st
BIBLE CAMP: All ELC youth upon request will receive a $100 camp scholarship from the congregation this
summer. Youth who sign-up in advance to work the EASTER Breakfast can receive up to an additional
$150 camp scholarship. Additional financial support is available to youth who are in need. For families who might need additional
assistance, please talk to Pr. Eric before the Easter Breakfast.
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EASTER BRASS (and WOODWINDS!) ENSEMBLE

March/April Octogenarian Birthday!
Nyla Musser
Kathryn Torgerson
Lorraine Turnmire
Ronald Thompson
Betty Rozemoski
Richard Holder
John Hoagenson
Delores Severson

March 3rd
March 4th
March 13th
March 18th
March 19th
March 23rd
March 25th
March 28th

Carol Grow
Ruth Strand
Donald Glasenapp
Doris Johnson
William Marti
Verna Arndt
LeRoy Olstad
Samuel Young
Ruth Christen

April 6th
April 13th
April 20th
April 20th
April 26th
April 27th
April 28th
April 30th
April 30th

The Altar Guild is making plans for an Easter Garden on Easter
Sunday, April 21st. The cost to purchase an Easter Lily this year
is $14.00.
If you care to acknowledge a friend or relative (living or deceased) with a lily, stop at the church office with a check made
payable to Evangelical Lutheran-Altar Guild. Payment must
accompany the order. Orders will be taken until April 15th.
Plants may be picked up after 9:00 worship on Easter Sunday
or by contacting the church office on Tuesday, April 23rd.

1 Rehearsal + 2 Worship Services = 3 Great
Opportunities to play music with your
friends! Easter services will be held on April
21st at 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., with Easter
Breakfast between those two services.
There will be no 10:30 worship this year.
This is an open invitation to brass or woodwind instrumentalists who would like to play in the ELC Easter Ensemble. We will
have one rehearsal only, on Wednesday, April 17, from 6:007:00 p.m. in the balcony. Our material will consist of 3 hymns
and 1 feature piece. Please sign up on the sheet located in the
Narthex and indicate what instrument you will be playing. I
will see that you get music several weeks in advance. Any
questions, contact Barb Olson @ 608-792-9429. Thanks for
playing!!

SOUND SYSTEM UPDATE
An initial estimate has been received from Audio Architects, detailing the cost of replacing our
current 5 wireless receivers and
microphones with just 4 units. The Worship and Building/
Grounds Committees have this information and will be discussing this possible purchase at their respective meetings on
Feb. 26. A proposal will then be presented to Council, based
on the recommendations from those two committees. To remind everyone of the need for this replacement, our current
wireless units are set to a band width that, over the years, has
been encroached upon by increased traffic from mobile devices that operate on the same frequency. This has caused static
interference throughout our sound system on occasion. Additionally, Audio Architects are building a tiered estimate to
eventually replace the obsolete analog components with a
digitally run system, including video capabilities and streaming. This tiered estimate would also include future audio/
visual updates to the Fellowship Hall. Once the full proposal
and design plans are received, the committees will again consider each upgrade and improvement. If anyone would like
more information about this audio/visual system project,
please contact Barb Olson.

Easter Worship Schedule
Sunday, April 21, 2019 @ ELC
•

Sunrise Worship @ 6:30 am with Holy
Communion

•

Worship @ 9:00 am with Holy Communion

•

Easter Breakfast will be served from 7:30-9:00 in the fellowship hall.

•

No Sunday School
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Dear friends,
The New York Times recently picked up on an issue which is now in the news in South Africa every day:
“Day Zero for Cape Town.”
The city of Cape Town with four million residents is experiencing the worst drought in over a century. Dams are dangerously low and if the rains do not come soon the city may have to switch off the taps in April. Residents will then have to
queue to collect their ration of water at 200 distribution points which will have major logistical, health and security issues. Already the price of bottled water has spiked.
South Africa, along with many other rain-scarce countries in Africa, is vulnerable to the effects of climate change and faces
a long-term challenge with providing enough water for its people, agriculture and industry. This crisis highlights the fact
that policies and practices by governments, businesses and ordinary people regarding water usage will have to change not
only in Cape Town but around the world.
The watchword for the year 2018 from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA) Almanac is from Revelation 21:6b “To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water
of life.” ELCSA Presiding Bishop AM Mnisi
writes in the preface to the devotional booklet,
“Christ is the
Creator and Sustainer of the universe, everything belongs to him. He sees that we are thirsty
and offers fresh water for all to drink at no
cost…Salvation is given freely, without price.”
The LWF subthemes marking the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 were “Salvation
is not for sale!,” “Human beings are not for
sale!” and “Creation is not for sale!”
As ELCA Global Mission we are privileged and
challenged to walk with our companions in
Southern Africa in God’s mission through programs that support evangelism outreach, leadership development, theological training, health
care and sustainable development including
strategies to provide safe, secure water supplies
and mitigation of the effects of climate change
and poverty.
Thank you for your prayers and support and for your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.
Peace and blessings.
Yours faithfully,

Collecting well water at Munene Clinic in Mozambique

Philip Knutson
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson, ELCA Global Mission Regional Representative, Southern Africa
Johannesburg, Feb. 2,
2018
My blog page address is: https://southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/
Please note the link to my online giving page on www.elca.org: community.elca.org/SouthAfrica

Evangelical Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:10-11:00 am

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”
115 North 5th Street

Non-Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
Senior Pastor
Rev. Barb Knutson
Visitation Pastor
Wendy Sciborski
officemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsletter was mailed on February 27, 2019

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc

Make check payable to ALTAR GUILD. Payment must accompany
order form.
COST: Easter Lily $14/plant.

This plant is given
In Memory of:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

By:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

