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Goodbye Celebration for Pastor Barb Knutson
Sunday, May 5th @ 10:10am
Pastor Barb will bring her ministry with us to a close preaching and leading worship the weekend of May 4th/5th. Please stay and enjoy fellowship and refreshments with Pastor Barb one last time. All are welcome!

HATFIELD WORSHIP SERVICES – 2019
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Black River Falls has been providing worship
opportunities to the Hatfield community and surrounding areas since 1973 –
that’s 46 years of faith in action! It also signifies an important milestone in the
cooperative efforts of the ELC and Clark County Parks staff. Much has changed in
46 years, but much has remained the same. The Russell Park location continues
to welcome worshippers from near and far, week after week, year after year.
The beautiful lake setting, the wonderful shelter facilities, the fellowship opportunities, and the sharing of God’s word draw us together. The members and
staff of ELC cherish this ministry, and all who share in it! It takes many hands
and hearts to lead this outreach ministry, including Lay Leaders, coffee servers,
treat providers (come on, all you fabulous bakers!), and those with special musical gifts to share. A sign-up sheet will be located in the Narthex during the
month of May, so please consider assisting on any of the 15 weeks of services. If
you have questions about any of the volunteer opportunities, please contact
Barb Olson at 608-792-9429, or Wendy in the church office.
Worship services will be held at the Russell Park shelter nearest the boat launch
each Sunday, May 26 – September 1 @ 10:15 a.m. All are welcome and we look
forward to sharing this summer of outdoor worship with our neighbors, family,
and friends! For more information about Hatfield worship services, please see
our website www.brfelc.org or call the church office at 715-284-4231.
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Hendrick Kraemer was boon in 1888 in Amsterdam, and died in
1965. He lost his parents when we was 12 years old, and was
raised in an orphanage. At the age of 16 he decided to become
a missionary. He was well known for his encouraging mission
work all around the world. In 1958 he wrote: “We children of
our time have to be the Church in a totally different world and
atmosphere…it is the laity living and working in this world,
which daily experiences the deep gulf between what the
Church stands for and what the world drives at.”
What Kraemer could see way back in 1958…was that change
was coming to the realm of faith, and that Christendom as we
have known it, was coming to an end. What he believed would
be vital as the church moved forward into the 21st century, was
for lay Christians throughout this country to discover God’s
calling in the workplace.
We Lutheran’s should be quick to embrace this idea as we have
Martin Luther’s teachings on the Priesthood of All Believers as
part of our theological library, What Luther taught in this teaching was that the world was not divided between the saintly and
the secular, but that God was fully at work in both realms, calling all Christians to live out their faith daily, in the vocation that
God has called them to. Another way of saying this is that Luther believed that someone who shoveled manure every day
was doing a work as holy as that of any pastor who is called to
serve any congregation.
It has been my joy to serve you these past 16 years. This congregation is full of incredible gifts and God has provided strong
lay leadership that will serve you well in the days, weeks and
years ahead. I pray that as you live and work in this world experiencing the deep gulf between what God calls you to be as the
church, and what it is that the world is driving at, that you never quit asking, what is God up to in this world? That question
will open you up to an incredible journey that some pastor will
be blessed to journey with you on.
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Council Minuets from 2-26-19
Council Minuets from 4-10-19 (not yet available)
Walking Together @ UWEC March 9th, attending will be Robin
Kohls, Susan Hahn, Peter Bushman, and Jon Warmke. Pastor
Eric will have a booth there.
Gifts and Memorials: Joan Brown stated that the committee
agreed to give $6,000 to the operating reserve and $7,500 to
Building Improvement (Utilities and Maintenance as a onetime
grant). Jon W. made motion to move to operating account,
Dale F. 2nd.
Dairyland Conference Meeting: @ Osseo Lutheran, 1-24-19
Jon W. and Peter B. attended. About 80 people there from
various local churches. We should consider working together
with other smaller churches to form a cooperative of churches.
A common model to has have one anchor church pair with
smaller churches. We hope to plan a meeting this spring at our
church and invite other churches to continue the conversation
over Lutheran coffee and treats.
Annual Meeting: After consultation with the NW WI Synod
Parliamentarian (Leslie Frost) it was ruled that the motion
made by David Cooley and seconded by Mandy Lee (to ask for
Pr. Eric’s resignation) was out of order. Therefore, the motion
to table the discussion made by Ed Johnson is ineffective. The
church council is not under any obligation to conduct a follow
up congregational meeting. Anyone wanting to pursue removal
of Pastor Eric as our pastor needs to follow the procedure laid
out in the congregational constitution in coordination with synod guidelines.
A complete report can be found in the library
Next Meeting will be held June 22nd @ 7pm
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Posted February 16, 2019
Through
April 15, 2019
RADIO
In Memory of: Roy & Betty Anderson
From: Scott, Steve, Christina Anderson
In Memory of: Mary Rykken’s sister in law, Betsy Licha
From: Nyla Musser
In Memory of: Jeff Schefelker’s nephew, Andrew Schefelker
From: Nyla Musser
In Memory of: Glenn Anderson
From: Patsy Anderson
In Memory of: Llona Mae Dell
From: Ed & Doris Brudos, Mary & Don Glasenapp,
Rolland & Mandy Lee, Lila Lynne, Nyla Musser, Fred & Judy
Myskewitz, Dean & Delores Severson, Roger Wiste, Fred &
Judy Myskewitz
In Memory of: Charlene Zuehlke
From: Larry & Georgia Button
In Memory of: Betty Gaier
From: Dean & Delores Severson
In Honor of: John Hoagenson’s 90th Birthday, March 25th
From: Clint & Jean Helland
SOUND SYSTEM
From: Randy Swett
BIBLE CAMPS
From: Clarice Franke
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May/June
Special Giving Envelopes
Look for the RED bordered “MIGOWI BUILDING FUND”
special giving envelope from your bi-monthly mailing.
Thank you for your support!

NW WI Synod Assembly: May 4th
The NW WI Synod Assembly will be at Trinity Lutheran Church,
Eau Claire, WI on, May 4th, 2019. This year’s them is: “May the
Fourth Be With You!” Our congregational voting members are
Mr. Ed Johnson and Ms. Lorri Johnson. Pastor Eric will also be
attending the Assembly.

What Coffee Hour?
Did you know we have resurrected Coffee

Sugar Creek Horse Project

Hour on most Sundays after the 9 o’clock ser-

If you’ve ever been to Sugar Creek…you know about the horses! They pull the camp wagons, the kids at camp ride them
every day, and are as much a part of the landscape of camp as
are the creeks, trees, meadows, deer, and bluffs that make up
the camp. Every year Sugar Creek invites congregation to participate in their ‘Horse Project’ which raises money for youth
whose families are unable to cover the cost of tuition. Sugar
Creek will not turn away any youth who wish to attend camp.
The ‘horse project’ subsidizes youth who cannot afford to pay
the full cost of camp tuition. Please consider paying for a portion of the horse poster for $20 located in the narthex and
support disadvantaged youth.

vice? It is a wonderful way to kill time while
the kids are at Sunday school. Plus it’s a
great way to make new friends and catch up
with old ones. Come feed your soul with a
little Lutheran coffee and treats.
Hope to see you there~
Lorri Johnson
Witness Committee
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Beloved Friends in Christ at ELC,

W/ELC Picnic/ Potluck Dinner
5:30 p.m., Thursday, May 9th
We will meet again on May 9th to enjoy a potluck supper
and say thank you to the many women and men, friends and
neighbors, who have helped us plan, organize, and do the
many things we do to carry out the Lord’s work here at the
church. We will also have a very brief meeting to present a
couple of awards.
Plan to attend and meet, greet, and congratulate your
friends on another year of work well done.

When you're doing your spring cleaning, please consider
donating any sheets, duvets, or other fabric you no longer
need to the W/ELC Sewing Circle. We increased our goal to
400 this year to meet the ever growing need for assistance
in our community and at Lutheran World Relief. We are
ever grateful for your continued support. Bags or boxes
may be left at the church office or at the door to the sewing
room

May & June
Sewing Circle Schedule
Each Thursday, 9a.m.-4p.m.
(A slight change in times)
Come and work as long as your schedule allows.
Each Monday, 6p.m.-8p.m.
Come and work on your unfinished project or
towards our goal of 400 quilts.
Graduation quilts will be laid out ready for sewing soon.
We invite family members to give a hand in making
these, hoping this will make the quilt more
meaningful to the grad. Call Betty Steele 715-284-4430 to
schedule a time.

“...giving thanks to God the Father at
all times and for everything in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Ephesians 5:20)

“Gratitude is a force that constantly rekindles memory,”
wrote Dietrich Bonhoeffer. I am finding that to be so ture.
The more I thank God for all the good we have experienced
the past 5 1/2 years in worship, Bible study and faith conversations embedded in Word and Sacrament—the more blessings
are brought to mind.
+

For faithfulness in worshipping God and bearing witness
to the wider community that God is to be trusted above
all else—thank you.

+

For consistency in prayer for the church and the world
and all the ways you live those prayers in your daily ministries—thank you.

+

For the treasure of our seasoned saints who in visitations
have shared the promises of God they count on for the
whole life journey—thank you.

+

For the gracious welcome into your homes, hospital and
health care facility rooms in times of joy and sadness, in
sickness and in health where we could rest all of life in
the tender mercy of our Lord—thank you.

+

For the demonstrative joy and eagerness in Bible study
that has deepened our faith and empowered our lives for
discipleship of the Lord Jesus—thank you.

+

For the privilege of staff ministry partnership centered in
the grace of God—thank you.

+

For the deeply felt outpouring of Christian care and
prayerful support after my October 10th accident—thank
you beyond words! And so much more!!

When farewell is all wrapped up in gratitude to God, the giver
of every good gift, then we look forward because “the love of
Christ urges us on…” (II Corinthians 5:14)
Expect the Holy Spirit to always surprise you in the newness
of Easter power for life and mission in faithfulness to the Gospel!
The Lord bless and keep you in grace and peace.
Gratefully, in Christ,
Pastor Barb Knutson
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Baccalaureate Worship @ ELC
Sunday, June 2 @ 9:00am
Please join us on Sunday, June 2 @
9:00am as we celebrate with our High
School graduates at worship. Our 2019
high school graduates are: Emma Goodenough, Ryan Goodenough, Isaac Gaier,
Chase Hanley, Cody Hoeschele, Alex Jessie, Jessica Olson, Emma Ross, and Ashley Rush.
As part of this Sunday’s celebration, each graduate will receive
a gift of a hand sewn quilt, from the congregation, as a way of
remembering the promises made to each of us in baptism, that
along with parents and sponsors, the congregation promises to
help raise each youth in faith.

10th Grade Confirmation
Sunday, June 23rd @ 9:00am
As an option for our youth participating in the confirmation
ministry of this congregation, youth who so choose to attend a
week of confirmation camp @ Sugar Creek this June, will make
public affirmation of their faith on Sunday, June 23rd @ our
9:00am service. Youth not choosing this option will make public affirmation of their faith on Reformation Sunday, later in
the year.

Graduates and their families attended a special milestone ministry dinner on Sunday, April 28th. At this dinner each graduation was assigned a prayer partner family who committed
themselves to remember their assigned graduate in prayer
over the next year.

5th Grade Acolyte Training Class
Wednesday, May 22nd @ 6:00pm
Bible Camp Scholarships Available
Application Deadline: May 15th
Bible Camp scholarships of $100 are available upon request to
any ELC youth who attends an ELCA Bible Camp. In addition, any
ELC youth who participated in serving or preparing the Easter
Breakfast is also eligible for up to an additional $200 scholarships. Scholarships will be awarded on Wed., May 15th.
Parents, please let the ELC office know if your child will be
attending Bible Camp this summer. In order to receive the
scholarships parent’s need to let the ELC office staff know of
your child’s enrollment by Wednesday, May 15th.
Should anyone need additional financial assistance, please call
the ELC office as early as possible. Assistance is available

Bible Camp Sunday, June 9th @ 9:00am SCBC Program Director: Kjell Bakken Attention all youth attending Bible Camp this
summer! Sugar Creek Bible Camp Program Director, Kjell
Bakken will be at ELC leading worship, on Sunday, June 9th @
the 9:00am service. During worship, youth attending Bible
Camp this summer will be called forward and blessed. Each
youth will also receive a special SCBC bandana to remind them
that the prayers of their congregation goes with them this
summer to camp

With Pastor Eric’s departure acolyte training for our 6th graders
that normally occurs in September, will be this spring, on
Wednesday, May 22nd @ 6:00pm. This will give each participating youth a chance to acolyte with Pastor Eric before he
leaves.

Brat Sale for Camp Scholarships
Friday May 31st – Saturday, June 1st
With close to 30 youth attending Bible Camp this summer our
youth will be participating in a Brat Sale to raise money for
Bible Camp scholarships at Hanson’s Grocery, on Friday, May
31st @ 4:30-7:00pm and again on Saturday, June 1st @ 10:301:30pm. Please plan now to stop by and support our youth.
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2019 Easter Message
May I have your attention please!
MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION for an important announcement!
What do we have to do to get the world’s attention? We’ve got good news, great news, the best news, but we can’t seem to get the
attention of those who need to hear it the most.
For a few years in my former parish I sent out postcards and Facebook posts hoping to catch the attention of those who weren’t members of my church and invite them to EASTER WORSHIP.
I used cute designs from OUTREACH.COM. My favorite was a photo of a fuzzy blue stuffed toy bunny with the caption: Is the true
meaning of Easter a little fuzzy? On the other side of the card was an invitation to worship at Trinity, the church I served. This year
they have a photo of an adorable baby wearing floppy fuzzy bunny ears and the caption reads: Have you heard the real story of Easter? They also have a post card with the photo of a green field filled with colorful Easter eggs ready for the Easter Egg hunt. The caption reads: Hunting for more this EASTER? These clever cutesy cards are designed to get the attention of the world and invite nonmembers to come to their worship services. It is not a terrible idea to send a postcard in the mail or post on social media inviting people to visit your church, but it is it working? Does sending a card capture the world’s attention?
What does it take to get the attention of the world? What does it take to get the attention of the family that lives in the yellow house
across the street from your church building?
Some seems to be so distracted, busy, engaged in daily living, or just getting by. Others seem anesthetized by mind numbing virtual
reality activities on their computer, phone or TV screens. A few find time to worship at the gym, yoga class, running, or biking. Sometimes I just want to yell, HEY! LISTEN UP, I’ve got good news. But I know they won’t be able to hear me over the din of daily life.
So what do we do? We know that guilting, shaming, and judging doesn’t work. Should we just…Give up. Shut up. Close up? Nope. I’m
too much of an optimist for that. I think there is one thing we as a church can do that might get the world’s attention. We can sneak
up and love them up.
I don’t mean sneak up like stalking, that’s illegal. What I mean is act like you love your neighbor in little ways so that eventually without you really knowing it, you DO love your neighbor and you can be in a relationship in such a way that you can invite them to know
and love Jesus, the real Jesus, the Jesus of Easter.
Maybe the first step is caring enough about the folks that don’t know the story about Jesus life death and resurrection to send them a
silly post card. Maybe a baby step is caring enough about the children who won’t hear the Easter story in Sunday school and inviting
them to come to your church for an Easter egg hunt and before it begins tell them about Jesus in some simple way. Maybe you could
care enough to get to know the name of the church neighbor in the yellow house and who knows where it will go from there. Care
enough to get to know your neighbor, the Muslim family from Somalia that lives next to the grocery store. Care enough to get to know
your immigrant neighbor, the Latino family that lives across the street from the school.
Maybe the only way to get someone’s attention is to love them. That’s how God got my attention.
God sneaks up on us, loves unconditionally, loves the world so much that he gave his only Son, and on the third day he rose from the
dead, so that we might have life. That’s the real meaning of Easter. That’s the good news the world is dying to hear. They just don’t
know it yet. Maybe YOU can love someone enough to tell them about it.

It’s Easter. Let’s go love-in Jesus’ name,
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
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Evangelical Lutheran Church

“Centered In Christ + Sent to Serve”
115 North 5th Street
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Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Sunday School 10:10-11:00 am

Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
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Wendy Sciborski
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Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsletter was mailed on April 26th, 2019

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc
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