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SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, July 7th @ Hatfield Worship-10:15 am
Pastor Eric will be residing over his last service with us
It has been 16 years since he arrived for his first day upon accepting
our call. We will celebrate his faithful service to us, the community
and the Lord’s call. We will have 1 service that weekend. It will be
held at Lake Arbutus at 10:15 am. We will have guests from the Synod office to speak along with Members of the congregation. Following Service, we will have a Lutheran Potluck to enjoy fellowship and
remember the past years. Please plan to come and celebrate this
wonderful ministry. Everyone is encouraged to bring lawn chairs
and umbrellas in case of weather.
Following worship at Hatfield, we will have congregational potluck in
honor of Pastor Eric's last Sunday of Worship. ELC will be providing
Hot dogs, water, soda and cake for the picnic. We would however,
like volunteers to bring potluck items to supplement the main
food. Therefore, we have a sign up sheet posted in the narthex &
available at Hatfield for people to provide the following according to
the first letter of your last name: A-F: Casserole; G-S: Salad; T-Z:
Dessert. There are limited electrical plugins, so please plan accordingly for anything needing to stay warm. An ice cooler/tub will be
provided for those bringing salads or anything else that needs to be
chilled. If you have any questions, please contact Wendy at the
office.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS for MAY/JUNE – 2019

Ecclesiastes 3

A Time for Everything
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones
together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
Nobody likes uncertain change. But….. change is all around us.
Every sense we possess gets a touch. Whether it is new music,
delicious tastes and smells of new food, the feel of a massage
on our skin, the first sight of a baby. Let us focus on the fact
that all change is not bad. Wonder comes from discovery and
that is change!
On July 7th, Pastor Eric will celebrate his last service with us. 16
years of faithful service to ELCA Black River Falls. Truly a period
of change and challenges. What is next?
I wish I had a solid answer for you. I do have the words of John
14 1-3; “Jesus said to his disciples, "Don't be worried! Have
faith in God and have faith in me.”. As we start the next part of
our Journey, prayer is going to be very important. I ask each of
you to daily pray for our church, church leadership, and the
Synod as they help us understand our needs and develop a
Pastoral call.
Randy Olsen from the Synod Office has been assigned to work
with us in the process of getting an Interim Pastor and developing a document leading to starting the Call Process. This might
take 6 months or more. So please be patient.

The ELC Council met on May 21st and June 11th. The following are points of discussion and decisions from both of
those meetings:
The main purpose of the May meeting was to hear
from Synod Representative Randy Olson, who will
guide us through the Call process. Randy was able
to detail the steps involved in preparing for the
Interim Pastor, the requirements to be fulfilled by
the Call Committee, and Council’s responsibilities
regarding confidentiality, communication and
more.
Peter is working with Jon and the personnel committee
to clearly define all staff positions. Job descriptions, regular performance reviews, and process
improvement plans are being developed. All staff
will meet individually with the committee this
summer.
All council sub-committees are expected to evaluate
their respective purpose and vision statements
and revise prior to the assignment of the Interim
Pastor.
Pastor Eric’s last preaching Sunday will be July 7th.
Council voted unanimously to hold only 1 service
that weekend, at 10:15 a.m. in Hatfield. The larger
shelter has been reserved to accommodate. A
congregational potluck lunch will be held following
that service. Rides will be coordinated, and rideshare is encouraged.
Dale Frederick has officially resigned, and Council
thanked him for his years of faithful service.
Special events at the July 7th service include: Synod
Rep. Randy Olson, Communion, special music from
handbells and a vocal choir, a baptism, gift presentation to Pastor Eric from the Council/
Congregation, and the potluck lunch. ELC will provide hot dogs, a cake, and beverages. Members
with last names A-F are asked to bring salads, G-S
casseroles, T-Z desserts.
Council used the June meeting as an opportunity to
reflect on and discuss current ELC programming,
groups, and events, and how these fit into our
mission and vision.
The next council meeting will be held on July 9th, and is
closed-session to discuss personnel matters.
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Our W/ELC No-Bake Bake Sale
The W/ELC’s once a year funding request, the No-Bake Bake
Sale, was mailed to women of our congregation in June. Details of our mission plan for this year, i.e., our budget and how
we plan to spend your money, were provided. Additional copies are available from the church office. And contributions are
always welcome independent of the month!

Women of the ELCA

LWR School Kits
The Lutheran World Relief School Kit backpacks will be displayed on our church pews in July thru September. We encourage you to pick up one or two bags and fill them with the
items from the attached list. Watch for school supply sales in
July and August. A big thank you to Cheryl Gabrielson, Marlene Giese, Karen Brandt, Wanda Amo, Jan Goeman & Vicki
Amundson for getting the LWR backpacks sewn and readied
for our congregation to fill.

Dairyland and Lake Superior
Conferences Retreat
August 15-16, 2019
Luther Park Bible Camp,
944 24¼ Street, Chetek, WI
Registration forms available at the church office or

Dairyland Conference WELCA Newsletter
June 2019 are here!
Copies are available in the narthex or at the office.

Why Send School Kits?
To the children who receive School Kits, these supplies may
mean the difference between getting an education or
not. Public school is usually free, but in places where Lutheran
World Relief works, even a few supplies like pens and paper,
may be more than many families can afford. And when families can afford to send only one of their children, girls rarely
get priority...yet the education level of mothers has the biggest impact on development.
A school kit may provide the only supplies for children returning to school after the disruption of war. School kits help parents continue their children's education, even while living in a
refugee camp, for example. A school kit may also be used in
adult literacy classes.
Filling one or two backpacks might be a great project to do as
a family. It could be an excellent opportunity to teach your
children about caring for others.
Items needed for the LWR school Kits:

•

4 70 count notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper 8"
x 10 1/2"(no loose-leaf paper)

•

One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)

•

One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on
one side and inches on the other

Sewing Schedule for Thursday’s in July & August:
th

No quilting the 4 of July!
th

th

All Thursdays, July 11 through August 29 : quilting from
9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Come join us for the morning, or
afternoon, or all day - whatever fits your schedule.

•

One pencil sharpener

•

Five new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers

•

One eraser approximately 2 ½" long

•

One box of 16 or 24 crayons

•

Five ball point pens (no gel pens)
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Posted April 16, 2019
Through
June 15, 2019
ALTAR GUILD
In Memory of: Ed Christen
From: Joseph & Rowena Desmendt, Donna & Ronald
Karst
BIBLE CAMPS
In Memory of: Neal Bakken
From: Georgia & Larry Button, Donald & Mary
Glasenapp, Glen & Jan Goeman, Paul & Barb Hanson, John &
Sharon Lund, James & LaVonne Olson
Donations given by: Tom & Judie Harkner, Barb & Kim Loomis,
WELC
MIGOWI BUILDING FUND
Donations given by: Luann Aschenbrenner, Karen & Harlan
Brandt, Larry & Georgia Button, Ruth Christen, Darlene Dugan,
Dale & Dorinda Fredrick, Rod & Ellen Gearing, Phyllis Gunderson, Clint & Jean Helland, Blaine Knutson, Lila Lynne, Fred &
Judy Myskewitz, Susan Norton, Mary Olson, Margaret Severson, Troy & Marianne Torkelson, Barb Waughtal, Betty Zibolski
RADIO BROADCAST
In Honor of: Pastor Barb Knutson
From: Jim & Diane Anderson, Larry & Georgia Button,
John & Sharon Lund, Rollie & Mandy Lee
In Memory of: Neal Bakken
From: Ed & Doris Brudos, Rollie & Mandy Lee, Harvey
& Diane Wood, David & Joy Fossum,
In Memory of: Dan Hein (Joy Fossum’s brother)
From: Rod & Ellen Gearing, Alice & Everett Larkin, John
& Sharon Lund,
In Memory of: Ed Christen
From: Don & Mary Glasenapp, Carol Hanson, Nyla
Musser, Tom & Dorothy Ristuben, Yvonne Richard, friends &
family
In Memory of: Lynda Heinz
From: Carol Hanson
In Memory of: Llona Mae Dell
From: Ken Bragge
UNDESIGNATED
In Memory of: Ed Christen
From: Jim & Diane Anderson
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VOCAL CHOIR NEWS – SPECIAL MUSIC on July 7
Rehearsals are scheduled to prepare pieces for the July 7th worship service. This service will be Pastor Eric’s last preaching
Sunday with us, and we are planning special music for this celebration. Barb Olson will be directing a vocal choir and RingSpiration Handbell choir will also be a part of this worship service.
All interested individuals (high school age and older) are cordially invited to sing with the choir, rehearse and present for this
special event. Choir pieces will be “As For Me And My
House” (with Handbells) and “Down To The River To Pray”.
Three practices have been scheduled, and are as follows:
July 1, 2, and 3 from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Singers are asked to
make one or all of these, with July 3rd being a combined runthrough with the handbell choir. Any questions, please contact
Barb Olson @ 608-792-9429. Hope you see lots of you there!

SOUND SYSTEM UPDATE
All new wireless receivers, headsets, and cordless handheld
mics have been installed and are in use, as of the end of April.
The Worship and Building/Grounds Committees have met and
continue to discuss further upgrades, additions, and replacement to the existing equipment, but are asking for help from
the congregation. We would like several knowledgeable, interested, and dedicated individuals to form a sub-committee to
research workable solutions to enhance our audio/visual capabilities. This group would be responsible for gathering ideas
and options with regard to audio and visual use throughout our
buildings, and would report directly to Worship/Building and
Grounds Committee Chair Barb Olson. Any companies that
would eventually submit bids on equipment and work would
provide their own design work prior to acceptance of a contract. If you feel this is an area that interests you, and you
could give you time and talents to, please contact Barb today
@ 608-792-9429.
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Dear friends,
I have just returned from a visit to Mozambique where I met with Bishop
Sinalo and colleagues at the head office of the Evangelical Lutheran in
Mozambique (IELM) in the capital city of Maputo.
I was also in Chimoio in west-central Mozambique and travelled with the
Dean of the Central District and local pastors to visit the Martin Luther
Clinic at Munene.
The clinic and ambulance (with ELCA Global Mission support) continue to
provide vital health care services for rural communities in the area.

The mud-brick church at Munene was destroyed by Cyclone Desmond
in late 2018. Members of the congregation have been molding bricks
and are busy re-building the church.
In Chimoio I also met up with the Lutheran World Federation (LWF)
emergency response team. The LWF team is part of the ACT Alliance
appeal (SAF191) assisting communities in Mozambique, Malawi and
Zimbabwe affected by Cyclone Idai which caused hundreds of deaths
and displaced thousands of households in mid-April. For the next 6 –
24 months the LWF team, in collaboration with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique and other ecumenical and government
agencies, will be focusing on providing emergency food, shelter and WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) assistance.
Bishop Sinalo expressed appreciation for the continuing companionship, prayers and support from the ELCA, LWF and partners of the
IELM.
Thank you for your participation in God’s mission locally and globally.
Yours faithfully,
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson
ELCA Global Mission Regional Representative - Southern Africa, Johannesburg, May 25, 2019
My blog page address is: https://southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/ Please note the link to my online giving
page on www.elca.org: community.elca.org/SouthAfrica
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Hatfield Worship @ 10:15

Non-Profit Org.
Bulk Rate
Black River Falls, WI
Permit No. 105

Black River Falls, WI 54615
Rev. Eric Bakken
pastoreric@brfelc.org
Wendy Sciborski
officemanager@brfelc.org
Return Service Requested

Come and join us for worship!
This newsletter was mailed on June 27, 2019

http://www.facebook.com/brfelc

HATFIELD WORSHIP SERVICES – 2019
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Black River Falls has been providing worship opportunities to the Hatfield community and surrounding areas since 1973 – that’s 46 years of faith in action! It also signifies an important milestone in the cooperative efforts of
the ELC and Clark County Parks staff. Much has changed in 46 years, but much has remained the same. The Russell Park location
continues to welcome worshippers from near and far, week after week, year after year. The beautiful lake setting, the wonderful
shelter facilities, the fellowship opportunities, and the sharing of God’s word draw us together. The members and staff of ELC
cherish this ministry, and all who share in it! It takes many hands and hearts to lead this outreach ministry, including Lay Leaders,
coffee servers, treat providers (come on, all you fabulous bakers!), and those with special musical gifts to share. Worship services
will be held at the Russell Park shelter nearest the boat launch each Sunday through, September 1 @ 10:15 a.m. All are welcome
and we look forward to sharing this summer of outdoor worship with our neighbors, family, and friends! For more information
about Hatfield worship services, please see our website www.brfelc.org or call the church office at
715-284-4231.

