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We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1 
Corinthians 13, at weddings and other occasions that we may 
not really hear its meaning anymore. It can help to listen to 
something familiar said in different words. What new under-
standings of love does this paraphrase from The Message Bible 
reveal to you? 
 
“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, 
doesn’t have a swelled head, doesn’t force itself on others, 
isn’t always ‘me first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep 
score of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up with anything, 
trusts God always, always looks for the best, never looks back, 
but keeps going to the end. Love never dies” (1 Corinthians 
13:4-8a, MSG). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 15, 2020 Offering safe, painless, non-invasive preventive 

health screenings that are typically not a part of a routine physi-

cal.  To be more proactive about your health and to live longer for 

yourself, your family and your community, please register for these 

potentially life-saving tests today.  For only $139 (regularly $149) 

you can learn your risk of having stroke or vascular disease. There is 

no time like the present to take action!  Learn more by watching this 

short video: ttp://www.lifelinescreeningblog.com/introduction/ 

 

 Three ways to register: 

 •       Call toll-free: 866-229-0469 

•       Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 

•       Text: the word circle to 797979  
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“SOAPER BOWL V” 
February 2nd 

We will be collecting bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief on 
Sunday, February 2nd, which is also Super Bowl Sunday. When 
your family is doing your shopping, pick up a few extra bars of 
soap for LWR and "Soaper Bowl Sunday."  We'll have baskets in 
the Narthex. 

No one likes to look dirty.  A brand new bar of soap lets someone 
present him-or herself with dignity, keep hands clean, and stay 
healthy.  These simple things are some of the building blocks to 
success.  We all take having a basic thing like a bar of soap for 
granted.  We can't imagine not having such a simple personal 
hygiene item in our homes for our families.  We hope you'll par-
ticipate in "Soaper Bowl Sunday" and bring in bars of soap to 
help families around the world affected by war or natural disas-
ters. LWR will see that they get to people in need.  LWR accepts 
any brand, in its original wrapping.  Bath-size bars (4-5 oz) are 
highly preferred. 

We're doing this collection for one Sunday, Super Bowl Sunday, 
February 2nd, so we hope the Super Bowl will help you remem-
ber our "Soaper Bowl" here at ELC. Put your bars of soap in your 
coat pockets, purses, cars, or any place they'll not be forgotten 
and bring them to church.  

 

 

 

 

February’s  
Sewing Circle Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you read this in early February, I am hoping the 25 
quilts for Sleep in Heavenly Peace beds have been made 

and delivered. Check the church e-mail for an update. 
Now we continue making the rest of the 400 of this year’s 
goal. Sewing Circle guys and gals have had the benefit of 
nice winter weather for traveling which helps the numbers 
add up. Come and visit to see the process--we are great 

teachers. Who knows, you might like it! 
 

Schedule for February: 
Thursdays February 6, 13, 20, and 27. We meet at 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Come often and stay long as your schedule al-

lows. 
 

Mondays, February 3, 10, 17, and 24. We meet 5 to 7 
p.m. Moving the time earlier to accommodate those who 

work. Feel free to bring a lunch and eat first. 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH 2020 
Christ in Our Home -Large or Regular print books 

Available in the narthex/church office 
 

Christ in Our Home is a quarterly devotional resource that 
encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each reflec-
tive reading is accompanied by a daily scripture reference 
and prayer for the day that follows the Revised Common 

Lectionary.  

Lenten Soup & Sandwich Suppers are Coming!! 
 

Plan to join the wom-
en of the church as we 
host the Lenten Soup 
and Sandwich Suppers 
starting March 4.  They 
will continue for five 
weeks each Wednes-
day through April 1.  The suppers will follow the 5:15 pm 
Lenten worship service.   
The success of these suppers depend entirely on the will-
ingness of the congregation to donate the soups and 
sandwiches, desserts and beverages.  Last year we en-
joyed a full basement of hungry people of all ages that 
shared wonderful conversations.  We hope this contin-
ues. 
Sign up sheets for each Wednesday will be in the narthex 
on February 15.  If you put your name on the sheets, 
that's one less phone call I have to make.  I have a feeling 
when people see my name on the caller ID, they don't 
even answer.  Please, make my life easier and sign up 
before I have to make the dreaded phone call.  If you 

1st Communion Class 

Instruction for 1st communion is held every year for families 

with students in 1st through 5th grade and older. Class meets 

in the ELC Atrium on Tuesday’s, February 11th & 18th @ 

5:30pm. Upon completion of the class, students will be pre-

pared to receive communion Sunday, March 1st @ 9:00 am. 

Please register for the class by calling the church office @ (715) 

284-4213  
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Altar Guild will meet Thursday, February  
18th at 9:00 to conduct their monthly 
meeting. 
 
 
 

Lilly Orders:  The Altar Guild will be 

ordering lily plants from Falls Flo-

rist.  Those wishing to beautify the 

church at Easter by placing a lily in 

memory or in honor of someone, 

may do so by placing an order at 

the church office.  Checks should be made payable to Evangelical 

Lutheran Church-Altar Guild for $14.  Payments must accompany 

the order.  Deadline to order plants is Tuesday, March 31st. 

Women of the BRF Evangelical Lutheran Church 
W/ELC Annual Meeting 

Thurs., February 20th , 6:30 p.m. 
 

    Even if you’ve never attended one of the women’s gath-
erings before, you aren’t going to want to miss this one!  
"Come and learn about Katie Luther, our first bold woman 
of faith, when Blanche Thoreson portrays Katie at our 
meeting.  You will be amazed at how Katie's strength and 
love enabled Martin Luther to achieve so much.” 
    Following Blanche’s presentation we’ll be serving some 
treats and holding our annual W/ELC meeting.  We need to 
review some planned expenditures and approve a financial 
budget for 2020, vote on changing the name of our Congre-
gational Support committee to a more descriptive Congre-
gational Ministry and Support, approve the Treasurer’s and 
Secretary’s reports and elect members to be on our W/ELC 
board. 
    Please prayerfully consider boldly coming forward to be 
our Secretary, or serve on one of our committees that plan 
our Ministry and Support to our church and plan Education-
al Programs and Events. 

PERSONAL CARE KIT INFORMATION 

 During Lent each year, the women of the church col-
lect items for personal care kits which are donated to Lutheran 
World Relief to be given to people in need around the world.  
These kits provide some of life's essentials as well as a reminder 
that they are not alone.  From chronic poverty and conflict to 
drought and typhoon, the intensity of humanitarian needs con-
tinues to increase.   
 Cleanliness may not actually be next to godliness, but 
it certainly makes a person feel more human.  When families 
find their homes destroyed or must flee for their safety, soap 
and a towel rarely make the cut for what they can carry.  Arriv-
ing in a refugee camp or other place of safety, they are scared, 
vulnerable and dirty from the travel.  The simple items included 
in a personal care kit provide much needed self-care, critical 
germ fighting and the chance to regain dignity amidst situations 
of fear and uncertainty.  Kits are urgently needed! 
 A collection basket will be in the narthex from Febru-
ary 29 through Palm Sunday, April 5.  Please do not put the kits 
together.  Just put the items in the collection basket.   
 

Items Needed: 
ONE light-weight bath towel (20”x40” minimum to 52”x27” 
maximum) *Dark color preferred 
Bath size bars of soap totaling 8 to 9 ounces.  Any brand in orig-
inal wrapping 
ONE adult size toothbrush in original packaging 
ONE sturdy comb, packaging removed 
ONE metal nail clipper, packaging removed 
 

IMPORTANT GUIDELINES TO REMEMBER 
Shop for light or medium weight towels which dry quicker and 

take up less storage  space. New items only. 
No items with religious symbols or messages, U.S. flag, patriotic 

or military symbols or camouflage . No plastic bags. 
 

The cost to add toothpaste and to ship each personal care kit is 
$2.65.  Any  donations of money will be used for this pur-
pose.  Money in a sealed  envelope may be left in the collection 
basket or put in the offering plate with the  notation “PROJECT 

COMFORT”. 
 

The gifts you give are a blessing to families around the world.  

Fair Trade Mission  

On February 8 & 9/15 & 16 (before and 

after services in our narthex) come and 

see our assortment of Divine Chocolate 

Bars! We have a wonderful variety of 

chocolate flavors.  Besides chocolates, 

we also have coffee, tea, soup and even 

olive oil!  Treat yourself, neighbors, and 

family by supporting this Fair Trade 

Mission of Lutheran World Relief! 

Fair Trade is a fair system of exchange 

to empower farmers to develop their 

own businesses and sustain their development.  It keeps 

food on their tables and allows children to be children and 

not sent into the working field at young ages.  It teaches 

families to be self-sufficient and gives them the pride and 

confidence they need to make a living. 

Along with special delights, you will also find a nice array of 

greeting cards and, of course, our favorite dish cloths!  Many 

of our Book Nook items will have SALE PRICE stickers on 

them as well.  Stop by and see the great variety we have to 

offer.  The W/ELC thanks you for your support in helping to 

fund the amazing programs through the Fair Trade and 

SERRV projects. 
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Posted December 23,2019 
Through  

January 27,2020  

RADIO 
In Memory of:  Fred & Judy Myskewitz daughter 
 From: Donald & Mary Glasenapp, Mary Circle, and Dean 
& Delores Severson 
In Memory of: Linda & Arnold Holman 
 From: Their Family 
In Memory /Honor of: N/A 
 From: Tom & Judie Harkner 
In Memory /Honor of: N/A 
 From: WELC 
In Honor of: James Dimmick -Birthday January 19th 
 From: Ann, Gayle, & Mary 
In Honor of: Patricia Dimmick -Birthday February 9th 
 From: Ann, Gayle, & Mary 
 
 
 
 

February 
Special Giving Envelopes 

 

Look for the RED bordered “MISSIONARY FOR A DAY”  
special giving envelope from your December mailing.  

 
2020 monthly sheets to sign up are available in the narthex. 

Thank you for your support!  

Gently Used Quilts/Blankets 
 

With winter cold weather, a need has been 
created in our community for warm blan-
kets or quilts. If you have gently used blan-
kets or quilts to share, please drop off at 
church in the collection box located in the 
narthex and they will be shared where 
needed.  

Adult Education Opportunity! 

Four Sessions:  2, 9, 16, and 23 February  

Time:  10:15-11:00 

Location:  Gathering Space 

Focus of the Study:  Growing Our Personal Faith Practices  

Study Leader:  Paul Rykken   

As Christians, we are challenged to walk in two worlds and 
called to be ambassadors for Christ within our communities.  
Our spiritual journey starts at baptism and continues through-
out our lives.  As people of the Reformation, we know that 
Luther put much of his focus on helping ordinary people be-
come more grounded in their faith.  In this 4-session study, 
we will explore a process for developing and enhancing daily 
spiritual disciplines that foster a deeper and richer faith expe-
rience.  We will focus on the lectionary (weekly readings of 
the church year), relevant commentaries, and prayer.  The 
atmosphere will be non-threatening – no prior knowledge is 
necessary!  All are welcome!  Contact Paul Rykken at 
pstrykken@gmail.com or 715-299-0311 with any questions.             

Many great things are 
happening here at ELC 
Black River Falls.  The 
ladies are making beau-
tiful quilts for the Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace beds, 
the children gave us a 

wonderful family service, the Bell Choir performed several 
songs, people continue to volunteer at the Food Pantry, and 
so many other opportunities to serve those with needs. 
I am pleased to share that the Annual Meeting was a success.  
While it was a struggle to put together, many hands got the 
package done.  The Mission Plan, budget, was approved with 
funds to support the calling of a part time second worker.  
This will not take place until later this year.  The Council will 
continue to communicate our progress on defining the job 
description for the Youth and Family Leader. 
We also approved the direction to start 3 capital projects 
that are outlined in the Annual Package;  

• Technology additions for use in worship and broad-
casting our services 

• Building signage, security, and lighting 

• Back hallway flooring, paint, and maintenance 
You will hear more as we get detailed plans and quotes for 
the work necessary to make these items a reality. 
Looking forward, the Transition Team will be starting its work 
in February with a target date of completion in April.  The 
Team will review previous input from the Congregation that 
came from the CAT Survey, gather more information via lis-
tening sessions, and complete the Church Profile document 
to position us for a discussion on the skills and desired quali-
ties of our next Pastor. 
Thank you for all you do here at ELC Black River Falls.  Re-
member to Seek Justice, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly each 
day with Jesus. 
-Peter J Bushman 
Council President 

mailto:pstrykken@gmail.com
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The following are highlights from  
the January 6th, 2020, ELC Council Meeting 

"As Jesus was walking along, He saw a man called Matthew 
sitting at the tax booth; and He said to him, 'Follow Me'.  And 
he got up and followed Him."  (Matthew 9:9) 
 
     That is what we can do also:  "Follow Jesus".   That sums up 
our personal faith and life, our participation in this congrega-
tion, our Lenten journey as it begins this month, and our work-
ing toward a new pastor here at ELC.  We simply are to "follow 
Jesus".   
 
    Notice the words that follow Jesus' words, "And he got up 
and followed Him."  Simply put, yet life-changing!  Matthew left 
the old ways of his past life, and began to follow Jesus.  Did he 
stop sinning from then on?   No, I am sure he struggled with his 
sinful self, as we all do.  Did he give up all his friends to follow 
Jesus?  No!  Instead he had a party, inviting all his friends to 
also follow Jesus (read on in Matthew 9).  Did everything go 
perfectly for the rest of Matthew's life?   Quite the opposite, as 
we read of the persecution and martyrdom of so many of the 
early disciples of our Lord.  Yet Matthew followed our Lord, and 
continues to have an impact on people as we read his gospel 
account today.    
 
    One of my favorite books is entitled "Messy Spirituality", by 
Michael Yaconelli.  The title says enough:  our spiritual lives are 
messy.  Life is not like the portrait pictures of people, or the 
professional artwork that displays everything perfectly.  And so 
our attempt at "following Jesus" is going to have lots of ups and 
downs (I know that is true in my life!).  It was for Matthew, and 
it will also be for each of us. 
 
   As we "get up and follow Him", we can be confident of one 
very important promise:  God is with us.  He will enable us and 
strengthen us, encouraging us all along the way (I know - that is 
more than one promise :).  So my fellow followers of Jesus-
  wake up every morning, and live each day, knowing that God 
loves you.  He has proven that in His Son and the life He gave 
for us.  And He invites you and me to "follow Him".  We can do 
this, with each day, in the grace and power of God, through 
faith in our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Pastor Steve 
  

The Coffee Fellowship following the 9:00 a.m. worship service 

is well attended.  People are enjoying this opportunity to stay 

awhile and visit.  Coffee hosts are always needed, and a sign-up 

sheet is located in the Narthex.  Thanks to all who serve and to 

all that attend! 

The Peer Ministry program has been re-started by Chad Bah-

nub.  There are several high school students involved, and we 

appreciate Chad’s time and care with this vital ministry! 

Pastor Steve is organizing Communion Classes for students.  He 

will work with students of all ages and their parents to coordi-

nate this training.  First Communion service will be held in 

March. 

Building and Grounds is working on repairing the parking lot 

lights.  Todd and Paul have investigated the problem, and we 

need to hire someone with a bucket truck to repair/change the 

bulbs.  B & G has also hired a plowing service for this winter.  

We would like to expressly thank Randy Johnson for his years 

of service to ELC! 

Worship Committee and Building/Grounds will be meeting 

again with Audio Architects this month to discuss Audio/Visual 

upgrades.  Sound Installations has also been contacted to de-

velop a tiered bid for the project.  The Council would like to 

thank all the musicians who played on Christmas Eve – it was 

beautiful!  Council would also like to thank Peter Bushman, 

Becky Markee, Theresa Bade, Barb Olson-Louis, Madison Mar-

kee, and David Jacobs for preparing and presenting the Service 

of Lessons and Carols, held on Dec. 29th.   

There are several vacancies on the Council right now.  Partial 

terms are available, as well as full 3-year term positions.  Rep-

resentatives are needed for Gifts/Memorials, Parish Ed., Stew-

ardship, Youth/Family, and Building/Grounds.  Many of these 

groups also need committee members to serve, with immedi-

ate needs for Parish Ed., Youth/Family, and Witness.  Prayerful-

ly consider how you can serve, either as a Council member or a 

committee member, and contact Pastor Steve or Peter Bush-

man.  Thank you in advance for saying “Yes”! 

Council will meet next on February 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
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2020 Church Council 

Congregational President 
Peter Bushman 
Vice President 
Jon Warmke 

Secretary 
Barb Olson-Louis 

Treasurer 
Ed Johnson Jr. 

Council 
Peter Bushman 

Joan Brown 
Jon Warmke 

Barb Olson-Louis 
Lorri Johnson 
Carol Olson 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Steve Rutter 
Office Manager 
Elizabeth Pope  

Custodian 
Paul Anderson 

Handbell Choir Director 
Barb Olson-Louis 

Musicians   
Marianne Torkelson 

Barb Olson-Louis 

THE VERY BEST VALENTINE 

Almost everyone — at least of the female persuasion — knows 

the romantic meaning of the phrase “hearts and flowers.” Valen-

tine’s Day is coming! What will I get from my boyfriend … my hus-

band … my best friend? I’m hoping for some sort of bouquet, a 

card full of loving words and red hearts, candy or at least a sweet 

balloon. 

 

Human beings may disappoint. That special someone may forget 

to check the calendar for February 14. But even if he doesn’t 

come through exactly as I hope, I can still be amazed and happy 

with the valentine I am sure to receive every day from my heav-

enly Father and his Son: words of delight and joy and caring — 

always surrounding me with love and more love. These are the 

best “hearts and flowers” I could ever have, and which I do have, 

on Valentine’s Day and throughout eternity. 

 

—Sandy Hyland 

At  Evangelical Lutheran Church, we worship the Triune God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Wel-

come to this time of praise and prayer, song and silence, grace and growth in faith. Amen.  


